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A RIVER OVERDONE

It rung straight end hard — on Bl kf i d ] *

a map ar from an alrplane it t g t lﬂ u th gh peopl

iy aimost a straight line run ac OO ln arl er aS 1 O S rou e

ning dus west from its heod-

waters at Rogers Poze on the

Continental Divide to Bonner,

Momtana, where it ampties

initn the Sguth Fork of the Co-

limbia. It runs hard ail the

way.

— Norman Maclean, A [Liver
Runs Thraugh It.”

By GHANT SASEK
IR Stafl Writer

ha Big Blackioot

River still runs

hard,

But the river

) Morman Maelean
immortalized in “A River
Runs Threugh 1t' has changed
from one of the West's pre-
mier trout sireams into one of
the West's most emdangered
streams.

‘The river's decline has
reached the point that Ameri-
can Rivers designaled il Wed-
nesday as gne of the 1D most
endangered rivers on the con-
tinent.

It has bwsen overdone,™
said Lincoln native Becky

Garland, “It has bsen over-

mined, over-cul, over-fished, NORTH FORK OF THE
over-recreated and over- CLARK FORK RIVER BLACKFOOT AIVER
louked. K4 BLACKFOOT RIVER

From beginning to end, the
river runs gue west for 150-
some miles through large val-
leys and tight canvons. For
the river — and its fish — it is
a run through an environmen-

tal gauntlef.
Paollution from abandoned 4 BITTEROOT RIVER
mines foul its upper reaches.
Logging and agricullure stress
the river's middle section, The cum‘;jﬂz:

lower, wider portion of the
Blackfoot is crowded by grow-
ing numbers of recreational-

isls.
Through it all, the Big “Mining them is this country's The mine operates in the ereeks of acidie, rust-colored
Blackfoo! remains beantiful. tradition," shadow of !hEP:!i.h.' Horse waler heavy with copper, iron,
Exeepl for where il begins. Hornet or other family Ifine, an inactive mine infa- zine, mangsnese and cadmi-
“'There’s the Goddamnest members have operated the mols among conservation um still fow from it and other
mess of minerals up here :-\'h].lz Hope Mine — which iz Eroups nearby mines inio the Black-
you've ever seen,”’ B-yearald  in a drainage of the Black- Even though the Mike Horse § 2
Dan Kornec said from the of- fool's headwaters — sinee closed for the last time mors gaing fo get cleansd up

fice of the White Hope Mine. World War L than 30 years ago, barren iMore RIVER, page 843 avermigin.”
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IS THIS TRAIN WRECK AVOIDABLE?

Blackfoot
Challenge

Blackfoot Watershed Resource Threats
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“Ridge to Ridge”




MISSION

Coordinate efforts that will enhance
and conserve the natural
resources and rural way of life in the
Blackfoot River Valley.

Support environmentally responsible resource stewardship
through cooperation of public and private interests
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Local Business Private State Agencies
Community Landowners

Federal
Agencies

THE BLACKFOOT
CHALLENGE

Corporati

Non-profit
Organizations

Conservation
Organizations Recreationists



Blackfoot Challenge Board

Private
Landowners/Ranchers

Business Owners

Plum Creek Timber
Company

Pyramid Mountain
Lumber

Conservation Groups
State Agencies

-  MT Fish Wildlife &
Parks

-  MT Department of
Natural Resources
and Conservation

Federal Agencies
- US Forest Service

- US Fish & Wildlife
Service

- Bureau of Land
Management




Blackfoot Challenge Board

e Build trust and credibility

-« Communicate, cooperate, share information o e
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Committees

Executive

Conservation

Strategies

Noxious
Weeds

Water

Conservation

Education
& Outreach
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17 Work Groups




+500 Private Landowners

Federal Agencies:

Bureau of Land Management

Environmental Protection Agency

Fish & Wildlife Service

Forest Service

Geological Survey

Natural Resources &
Conservation Service

National Park Service

State Agencies:

Agriculture

Commerce-Travel MT

Environmental Quality

Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Natural Resources &Conservation

Dept of Transportation

Lewis & Clark Bicentennial
Commission

Natural Resources Information
Service

Montana State University

University of Montana

PARTNERS

Local Agencies/Organizations

Conservation Districts

Weed Districts

County Commissions

Planning Departments

Salish-Kootenai Tribal
Historic Preservation Office

Local Communities & School
Districts- Bonner, Helmville,
Lincoln, Ovando, Potomac,
Seeley Lake, Sunset

Local Fire Departments

Private Corporations &

Businesses:

Blackfoot Angler & Supply

Blackfoot Commercial

Blackfoot Telephone

Bonner Econ, Dev. Corp

Bouma Post & Pole

Browning Ferris Industries

Cenex

Double Arrow Homeowners

North Fork Crossing

Plum Creek timber Company
Pyramid Lumber Company
E Bar L Guest Ranch

Lake Upsata Guest Ranch
Sieben Livestock Company
Stimson Timber Company
Stray Bullet Café

Trixi’s Bar

Valmont Irrigation Company
Western Fuel

Outfitters:

Blackfoot River Outfitters
Double Arrow Outfitters
Grizzle Hackler

John Perry’s MT Fly Fishing
Lewis & Clark Expeditions
Missoulian Angler

MT Fly Goods

Paws Up Ranch Outfitters
Pro Outfitters

The Kingfisher

Wapiti Outfitters




Ranches:

Bignell Ranch

Iverson Logging

Mannix Brothers Ranch
Mannix-Raymond Ranch
Meadow Spring Ranch

Knob & Kettle Ranch

Nevada Creek Ranch

Paws Up Ranch

Rolling Stone Ranch

Sieben Ranch

Sundance Ranch

Two Creeks/Monture Ck Ranch
Foundations

Bunting Family Foundation
Cinnabar Foundation

Charles Engelhard Foundation
Chutney Foundation

Duetsch Bank Americas F.
Great Bear Foundation

Henry P. Kendall Foundation
L.E.A.W. Family Foundation
Lewis & Clark Trails Heritage F.

Living With Wildlife Found.

MT Community Foundation

National Fish & Wildlife F.

Pumpkin Hill Foundation

Rocky MT EIlk Foundation

The Minneapolis Foundation

Tulsa Community Foundation

Wilberforce Foundation

ZOE Foundation

Non-Profit Partners.:

Audubon Society

Big Blackfoot Chapter of
Trout Unlimited

Brown Bear Resources

Clark Fork Coalition

Clearwater Resources Council

Defenders of Wildlife

Ducks Unlimited

Five Valleys Land Trust

MT GIS Users Group

Montana Land Reliance

Montana Natural History Ctr.

MT Snowmobilers Assoc.

Montana Riparian Assoc.

Montana Trout Unlimited

MT Watershed Coordination
Council

Montana Wetlands Legacy

Montana Wilderness Assoc.

Montana Wilderness Society

National Center For
Appropriate Technology

The Nature Conservancy

Northern Rockies
Conservation Cooperative

Ponderosa Snow Warriors

River Network

Sonoran Institute

Travelers Rest Preservation
Heritage Association

Watershed Education Network

Yellowstone to Yukon

Congressional:

MT Delegation & Staff

11 consultants/contractors
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