
Week 2: How to read an epidemiologic paper 
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Questions to ask when reading a paper 
-What question is this paper answering? 
-What methods is this paper using to answer that question? 
-What are the implications/actions that can be taken because of this article 
-What are the limitations and what does this paper not answer? 
 
Group Activity: 
 

1. Abstracts have a conclusion statement that summarizes the questions and findings of the paper. 
These statements often exclude negative findings. Re-write a conclusion statement for the first 
paper you read that includes all pertinent findings. 

2. You are part of reproductive health organization interested in improving birth outcomes for 
your community. Would you support funding this intervention to improve birth outcomes for 
pregnant women? 
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