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• Board of Directors representing each Basin
• Staff of nearly 50
• Interbasin Compact Committee
• Nine Basin Roundtables

WHAT WE DO

MISSION:

To Conserve, Develop, 
Protect and Manage 
Colorado’s Water 
for Present and Future 
Generations.
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BASIN ROUNDTABLES
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SCENARIO PLANNING
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WATER PLAN GOALS
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SUPPLY AGRICULTURE FUNDING CDNSERVAJlON LANDUSE 

Reduce the Support Sustainably Achieve Ensure 75 
projected 2050 agricultural fund the water 400,000 percent of 
municipal and economic plan by raising acre-feet of Coloradoans 
industrial gap productivity $100 million municipal live in 
form 560,000 and share in revenue and industrial water-saving 
acre-feet to 50,000 annually conservation communities 
zero by 2030. acre-feet starting in of water by 2025. 

using 2020($3 by 2050. 
alternative billion by 
transfer 2050). 
methods 
by 2030. 
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STORAGE EDl.JOilON 

Attain Improve the 
400,000 level of public 
acre-feet awareness 
of water by2020 
storage to and engage 
manage Coloradoans 
and share on keywater 
conserved challenges 
water by by 2030. 
2050. 

♦♦♦ • -WATERSHED ADDmONAL 

Cover BO 
percent of 
all prioritized 
watersheds 
and rivers 
with a 
Management 
plan by 
2030. 

Respond to 
and prepare 
for natural 
disasters, 
climate 
change 
and energy 
needs while 
protecting 
interstate 
matters. 
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Agriculture

Conservation & Land Use

Engagement & Innovation

Environment & Recreation

Water Storage & Supply

WATER PLAN GRANT CATEGORIES

cwcb.colorado.gov/loans-grants/colorado-water-plan-grants
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■ 241 
Since 20151 CWCB has helped fund over 
241 water projects across the stai e with 
va rio u1s CWCB grant programs. 

■ $63.5 
Since 20151 CWCB grant funded projects 
have funded more than $63.5 million 
for Colorado water projects. 

16% 
PROGRESS ON ACTIONS 

■ 82 
Since 2015 CWCB has loaned money 
to over 82 sta e "de projects hroug 1 

the Wateir Project Loan. Progra1m. 

■ $420 
Si nee 2015, the CWCB ater ro.· ec 
Loan Progra1m has srupiported over 
$420M ::or Coloirado -. aiter projec s. 
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Basin 
Implementation 
Plans updated

2018-2021 2019-20222015 2019

COLORADO WATER PLAN
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Technical Advisory Groups
Implementation Working Group�
Continuous involvement of the legislature (2019)



FOCUS AREAS

COLORADO 
WATER PLAN 

VIBRANT COMMUNITIES 
municipalities, utilities, industry, cities, towns, and 
sma II urban and rural commun itie.s 

ROBUST AGRICULTURE 
established cash crop farms, loca I food, orchards, 
ranching, Acequias, ditch companies 

THRIVING WATERSHEDS 
environment and re.creation, river health, 
watershed health, forest health, aquatic. species 

RESILIENT PLANNING 
climate adaptation, climate extremes, equity, 
inclusivity, supportive government, education 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 2023 Colorado Water Plan is currently out for its public comment period through September, and will be finalized for public use in early 2023. The update includes the four major focus areas listed on this slide. All of the identified actions, projects, and ideas outlined in the Plan fit into one or more of these categories: Vibrant communities, thriving watersheds, robust agriculture, and resilient planning. To see the current draft of the Water Plan, visit engagecwcb.org. 



COLORADO 
RIVER 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In addition to my role with the Colorado Water Conservation Board, I serve as Colorado’s Commissioner on the Upper Colorado River Commission (UCRC). The UCRC includes one Commissioner from each of the Upper Colorado River Basin states (Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming) who work together on interstate collaboration for the Colorado River, which flows 1,450 miles across the Western U.S. and into Mexico.

The UCRC was established in 1948 with the goal of facilitating discussion, collaboration, and decision-making among the Upper Division States.

I am fortunate to have a team of Colorado water experts to help me develop positions for Colorado in negotiations with other states. I regularly communicate with Colorado water users from the Front Range to the West Slope - and use what I learn to inform Colorado’s positions and strategies. As compounded drought continues in Colorado and across the West the UCRC is exploring solutions to protect our states in the Upper Basin and our water users as we face drier conditions. 



THANK YOU

Rebecca Mitchell, 
Director, Colorado Water Conservation Board
Rebecca.Mitchell@state.co.us
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