


Blood lines/Love Lines 
An Installation by Allison Sheldon 

 
A blue whale has a heart the size of a VW beetle.  This piece of trivia has stuck with me since I was a child.  Yes, I 
understood that whales are very large, but when I imagine a pulsing heart in place of a small compact car the scale 
and majesty of a whale still makes the hair on my neck stand on end.  I began to wonder what it would be like to 
have a heart this massive.  Would I be able to love more, give more, and do more?  Could I use my heart’s power to 
envelop everyone in warmth?  

Connection is the core of this piece.  A year ago I asked people near and dear to me to give me clothing and fabric 
that they no longer needed. Through the process of transforming garments into yarn the physical weight of the 
materials reflects the emotional weight that charges this piece. The act of crocheting binds people who have never 
met. The pedestal is made from old loom benches that bore the weight of my predecessors.  With these gifts (the 
materials) I am creating a new gift for them; a space to feel loved and accepted.  
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 Original Format Media 

 
Figure1:   crocheted clothing 10' x 12' x 9' fibers, installation 
 
Figure 2:  crocheted clothing 10' x 12' x 9' fibers, installation 
 
Figure 3:  crocheted clothing 10' x 12' x 9' fibers, installation 
 
Figure 4:  crocheted clothing 10' x 12' x 9' fibers, installation 
 
Figure 5:  embroidery on linen 6" x 4" x 1" fibers, embroidery 
 
Figure 6:  embroidery on linen 6" x 4" x 1" fibers, embroidery 
 
Figure 7:  crocheted clothing, refurbished loom benches, and embroidered book, 10' x 3' x 3' fibers, installation 
 
Figure 8:   crocheted clothing, refurbished loom benches, and embroidered book, 10' x 3' x 3' fibers, installation 
 
Figure 9: 
  

copper, brass, nickel and embroidery on linen 3.5" x 5" x 1" 
 

metals, fibers, 
embroidery 

Figure 10:  woven and dyed perle cotton 7' x 32" fibers, woven 
    
    

 



Figure 1 



Figure 2 



Figure 3 



Figure 4 



Figure 5  



Figure 6 



Figure 7 



Figure 8 



Figure 9 



Figure 10 


	02_Bloodlines overall
	03_2013_Fall_Sheldon_Allison_Capstone
	00_Sheldon_ArtistStatement
	00A_Sheldon_Index
	01_Sheldon.Image
	02_Sheldon.Image
	03_Sheldon.Image
	04_Sheldon.Image
	05_Sheldon.Image
	06_Sheldon.Image
	07_Sheldon.Image
	08_Sheldon.Image
	09_Sheldon.Image
	10_Sheldon.Image


