The Thomas Farm Project:
How a City Jumps into Agriculture
and Gets its Feet Not Only Wet

But Mudady!
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Four Common Themes

-Grassroots Beginning and Support
-City Rising to Challenges
-Fantastic Farmer/Partner

-Critical Assistance from Others
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grassroots Beginning—Purchase Details-size, soils, cost, family farm




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good soils, etc., neighbors accustomed to recent non-organic agriculture (big green field, little human activity)
But, LOSAC, others wanted to make site an organic farm—to do something more
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
City put together an RFP for the site—2 proposals only!
Lease/agreement with Abbondonza
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Site Plan approved as part of lease and in neighborhood meeting
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
City agreed to provide infrastructure and had consultants examine best way to provide City water, 
Tie into City’s raw water supply, need to filter for drip tape, has become part of City’s raw water infrastructure


Experience

Close to 30 years of organic horticultural experience
draw from

Permaculture land development

Traditional and indigenous agricultural methods
Four years business development in Boulder County

Farm to school outreach, including school garden
development

Bio-regional growers collaborative
Seeds ot Change co-founder
Boulder Farmer’s Market



Community Supported
Agriculture

®m Started 1n 2004 with 38 subscribers

B Hxpanded to 118 current subscribers, including

many lLatayette and Louisville residents
B Summer program is ‘Vegote Share’
B [Hall program 1s ‘Keeper Share’
B Outreach mncludes a newsletter and “Gitt Share.’

4 program for low income tamilies
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The Goal

“Having a progressive natural farm on City open
space 1s an innovation which has potential to

carry communities into a mozre healthful and
stable future of food and family.”

- Shanan Olson, Abbondanza





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because of timing, City built irrigation pipeline and used recycled pipe 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Farmer conditioned soil with cover crops and then cultivated




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Equipment and materials storage location with respect to neighbors has been challenging
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Farm Stand, Temporary Tent 30 x 90
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fire Code Issues













Presenter
Presentation Notes
Educational events with farmer
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