
The Thomas Farm Project:
How a City Jumps into Agriculture 

and Gets its Feet Not Only Wet  
But Muddy!



Four Common Themes
-Grassroots Beginning and Support
-City Rising to Challenges
-Fantastic Farmer/Partner
-Critical Assistance from Others



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grassroots Beginning—Purchase Details-size, soils, cost, family farm



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good soils, etc., neighbors accustomed to recent non-organic agriculture (big green field, little human activity)
But, LOSAC, others wanted to make site an organic farm—to do something more



Presenter
Presentation Notes
City put together an RFP for the site—2 proposals only!
Lease/agreement with Abbondonza



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Site Plan approved as part of lease and in neighborhood meeting



Presenter
Presentation Notes
City agreed to provide infrastructure and had consultants examine best way to provide City water, 
Tie into City’s raw water supply, need to filter for drip tape, has become part of City’s raw water infrastructure











Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because of timing, City built irrigation pipeline and used recycled pipe 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Farmer conditioned soil with cover crops and then cultivated



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Equipment and materials storage location with respect to neighbors has been challenging















Presenter
Presentation Notes
Farm Stand, Temporary Tent 30 x 90





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fire Code Issues









Presenter
Presentation Notes
Educational events with farmer
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