


INDIAN SPRING NATURAL AREA 
Sagu ac he Co unty 

Indian Spring is the largest of the few rema1n1ng natural cold springs in the San 
Luis Valley. The spring is in the midst of an active, warm climate sand dune field. 
The drainage has been separated from the Rio Grande River for several thousand years, 
isolating the aquatic fauna of the ponds formed by the springs. A rare species of tiger 
beetle and an unusual diversity of butterflies, wasps and bees occur in the vicinity. 
Indian Spring contains evidence of paleo-lndian habitation. (Owned by the State of 
Colorado) 

INDIAN SPRINGS TRACE FOSSIL NATURAL AREA 
Fremont County 

The 95 acre Indian Springs Trace Fossil Natural Area includes an exposed section 
of the Harding formation unusually rich in markings of species that lived 450 million 
years ago. Twenty-five types of trace fossils illustrate behavior patterns of animals 
which lived on the mudflats of this ancient tidal lagoon. Tracks and burrow patterns of 
pawless armor-plated fish, brachropod, horseshoe crab, and grant isotelid trilobite have 
been discovered in the natural area. (Private, BLM) 

KREMMLING CRETACEOUS AMMONITE NATURAL AREA 
Grand County 

The 750-acre Kremmling Cretaceous Ammonite Research Natural Area has exceptionally 
large and well-preserved fossils of giant ammonites (Placenticeras spp.) as well as 
numerou s other marine invertebrate fossils: Baculites spp. nautilus (Eutrephocerus 
alsens ence) , bivalves (Inoceramus spp.) and gastropods. The fossil ammonites found at 
this site are the largest specimens of this Cretaceous group known in North America. 
The area 's exceptionally large fossil biota, including rare tropical and subtropical 
form s, represents a rare fossil assemblage in North America. (Owned by the U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management and the State of Colorado) 

LOWER GREASEWOOD CREEK NATURAL AREA 
Rio Blanco County 

Thi s 203-acre site is a relatively undisturbed example of a pinyon-juniper 
woodland. Significant populations of Gilia stenothrysa, a Green River Shale endemic , 
occur on thi s natural area. (Owned by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management) 

McELMO RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 
Mo ntezuma Co un ty 

. ' 
McElmo Research Natural Area contains a diverse assemblage of amphibians and 

reptile s not duplicated in Colorado. Species known only from this 443-acre area are the 
desert spiny lizard (Sceloporus maqister) and the kingsnake (Lampropeltis getulus). The 
leopard lizard (Crotaphytus wislizenii), spotted nightsnake (Hypsiqlena torguata), and 
lesser earless lizard (Holbrookia maculata approximans) are other animal species of 
special concern that inhabit McElmo Natural Area. Others species occurring in this 
natural area are: spadefoot toad (Scaphiopus hammondi), Western whiptail lizard 
(Cnemidopho rus tigris), tree lizard (Urosaurus ornatus), and yellow-headed collared 
lizard (Crotaphytys collaris auriceps). (Owned by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management) 

MEXICAN CUT NATURAL AREA 
Gunnison Countiy 

Mexican Cut, 430 acres, is a hanging valley located high in the Elk Mountains. 
Alternating layers of limestone and quartzite have been tilted up and worn 
differentially by glacial action. The resulting topography is a series of shelves of 
increasing altitude. Interconnected ponds lie on each shelf. All ponds are fed by 
snowmelt and rainfall but each has a distinct flora and fauna. The reproductive 
behavior of populations of salamanders, Ambystoma tiqrinum, varies between ponds. Some 
populat ions are able to reproduce in the larval form. (Private ownership) 

MOUNT CALLAHAN NATURAL AREA 
Garfield county 

The 360-acre Mt. Callahan Natural Area is a high quality remnant of a Great Basin 
grassland and barrens that supports populations of five rare plant species: Astragalus 
lutosus, Festuca dasyclada, Mentzelia arqillosa, Thalictrum heliophilum, and Penstemon 
debilis. All species are endemic to Green River Shale. Mt. Callahan is the type 
locality for Penstemon debilis. (Private ownership) 

MOUNT GOLIATH RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 
Clear Creek County 

Large virgin stands of bristlecone pine intersperse with Engelmann Spruce forest 
and alpine grassland on the 160-acre natural area. Mount Goliath Natural Area is 
located at timberline at the headwater of Vance Creek. The gnarled and twisted 
bristl econe pines on the windswept granitic ridges is the northernmost occurrence of 
this species. (Owned by the U.S. Forest Service) 

Pine 
Golia.th... 
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NARRAGUINEP NATURAL AREA 
Dolores County 

This 1,928-acre natural area encompasses Narraguinep Canyon. Steep rock cliffs of 
Dakota, McElmo, and La Plata sandstone form this scenic canyon. Virgin stands of 
Ponderosa pine and pinyon-juniper dominate the area. Oak scrub interspersed with a rich 
diversity of shrubs forms a major plant community of the area. (Owned by the U.S. Forest 
Service). 

NORTH PARK RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 
Jackson County 

The 340-acre North Park Research Natural Area contains nearly half of the known 
individuals of Phacelia formosula. This federally endangered plant species is 
restricted to sandstone bluffs of the Coalmont Formation. (Owned by the U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management) 

OWL CANYON PINYON GROVE NATURAL AREA 
Larimer County 

Owl Canyon Pinyon Grove is located on a rough hogback approximately 12 miles 
northwest of Fort Collins. This 658-acre area contains the northeasternmost stand of 
pinyon pine, Pinus edulis, in North America. Individuals trees have been determined to 
be 300-400 years old. This disjunct stand is 150 miles from the nearest naturally -
occurring population near Colorado Springs. The pinyon stands occur on a rare exposure 
of the Ingleside formation, a marine limestone laid down in a shallow sea 250 million 
years ago. Owl Canyon contains over sixty archeological sites dating from 5000 B.C. 
(Private and State ownership). 

PARADISE PARK RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 
Grand County 

Paradise Park Natural Area includes 5,760 acres of the upper drainage basin of 
Paradise Creek in Rocky Mountain National Park. Numerous alpine and subalpine lakes 
fill the glacially carved depressions along Paradise Creek. Pure populations of 
state-endangered Colorado River Cutthroat trout (Salmo clarkii pleuriticus) inhabit 
Paradise Creek. Virgin forests of Engelmann Spruce-Subalpine fir dominate below tree 
line, alpine meadows occur above treeline. (Owned by the National Park Service) 
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dinosaurs (Ceratosaurus and Allosaurus), and several herbivorous dinosaurs including an 
ornithopod (Fabrosaurus), a Brachiosaurus, and Stegosaurus. (Owned by the Bureau of 
Land Management) 

GOTHIC RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 
Gunni so n County 

Gothic Research Natural Area, a tract of 1,490 acres, contains virgin stands of 
Engelmann Spruce- Subalpine fir vegetation typical of the upper montane ecosystem of 
western Colorado. The area ranges in elevation from 10,000 feet at the East River to 
12,809 feet at the summit of Mt. Baldy and includes high elevation phenomena such a 
glacial cirques, moraines, talus slopes and high alpine lakes. (Owned by the U.S. 
Forest Service) 

GUNNISON GRAVELS RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 
Mesa County 

Gunnison Gravels is a five-acre site that contains a unique fluvial gravel deposit 
which is integral to the determination of the recent geological history of Unaweep 
Canyon. Several hypotheses suggest an ancestral stream drainage southwest ward along 
Dominguez Canyon to Cactus Park and through Unaweep Canyon to the Dolores River. 
Geologists assume that the ancestral stream deposited the gravels in Cactus Park, the 
location of this natural area. (Owned by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management) 

HIGH MESA GRASSLAND RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 
Fremont County 

Sommerville Mesa, 1,100 acres, is capped by basaltic rock resistant to erosion and 
rises several hundred feet above the surrounding eroded land. Other geologic features 
of interest include a stream cut bench, fault escarpment, fault-lock mountain and lava 
flows. The vegetation of the natural area may represent what South Park grasslands 
looked like 200 years ago prior to livestock grazing. (Owned by the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management) 

HURRICANE CANYON RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 
El Paso County 

Hurricane Canyon Research Natural Area includes two primary canyons, cut by the 
North and South Forks of French Creek, and several secondary canyons. This 520-acre 
tract is characterized by steep slopes and canyon bottoms covered with boulders or 
colluvial soil. The virgin stands of Douglas fir and ponderosa pine are rare 
undisturbed examples of east slope, lower montane forest. Oak brush is present at lower 
elevations. Engelmann and blue spruce are present in small acreages along stream 
bottoms at higher elevations. (Owned by the U.S. Forest Service) 
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DOME ROCK NATURAL AREA 
Teller County 

This 640-acre scenic area, located within Mueller Ranch State Park is dominated by 
massive outcrops of Pikes Peak granite. The most spectacular outcrop, Dome Rock, rises 
800 feet from the canyon floor. The area contains relatively undisturbed examples of 
ponderosa pine, limber pine and Douglas fir montane plant communities. The area 
provides winter browse and lambing grounds for a herd of Rocky Mountain Bighorn sheep. 
(Owned by the State of Colorado) 

DUDLEY BLUFFS NATURAL AREA 
Rio Blanco County 

Dudley Bluffs is a 1,620-acre outcrop of the Green River Shale Formation. 
Populations of two rare plant species endemic to this formation occur on the site 
Physaria obcordata and Lesauerella conqesta. Remnant, high quality pinyon-juniper 
woodlands and cold desert shrublands occur at Dudley Bluffs. (Owned by the U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management) 

EAST SAND DUNES NATURAL AREA 
Jackson County 

The East Sand Dunes in North Park are one of only two active cold climate dunes in 
Colorado. The dunes on the 480-acre natural area differ significantly from those at the 
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Great Sand Dunes National Monument in that they contain sedimentary structures 
(freeze-thaw and snow melt features) peculiar to moist, cold climate dunes. The dunes 
resulted from aeolian sand deposits which moved up the drift slope of North Park. The 
area includes blow outs of loose sand, sage brush communities, and forested areas of 
aspen and lodgepole pine. (Owned by the State of Colorado) .JJu.dley ;B!u.ffs :Bla.dd.e7od.. 

FRUITA PALEONTOLOGICAL RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 
Mesa County 

Jurassic outcrops, deposited about 140 million years ago, are the most 
fossiliferous formations within the Grand Valley and are protected within these 280 
acres at Fruita. The quality of preservation, completeness, and abundance of the fossil 
specimens make the Fruita Paleontological locality unique. Some of the oldest mammal 
fossils found in the Western Hemi~ phere occur here. Fossil specimens found at the 
Fruita site include: a new species of tricondont, a new family of multi tuberculates, 
symmetrodon, a new genus of crocodilla, sphenodontid squamates, two carnivorous 

PLAINS CONSERVATION CENTER AND NATURAL AREA 
Arapahoe County 

Mixed-grass prairies, once common along the eastern mountain-front of Colorado, 
extend acros s the 1,584 acres of rolling hills included in the natural area. Many bird 
and mammal species typical of the Great Plains use the area. A riparian corridor formed 
by East Tollgate Creek provides habitat for great horned owls and northern harriers. 
This area has been developed for educational use primarily by the Aurora and Denver 
public school systems. (Owned by the Arapahoe County Soil Conservation District) 

PYRAMID ROCK NATURAL AREA 
Mesa County 

Pyramid Rock, 480 acres, is a local landmark of exposed Wasatch formation that 
contains substantial occurrences of three rare plant species: Sclerocactus qlaucus, 
Phacelia submutica and Astraqalus debequaeus. (Owned by the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management) 

RABBIT VALLEY RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 
Mesa County 

Rabbit Valley is a 320-acre site located north of the Colorado River along the 
northwest flank of the Uncompahgre Uplift. The site contains large specimens of 
several dinosaurs including Camarasaurus, Allosaurus, and Camptosaurus. The 
Bureau of Land Management and Museum of Western Colorado have developed the 
site for interpretive use. Excavations of fossil vertebrates are 
continuing unde1 the direction of the Museum of Western Colorado. Recent 
identification of an Iquanadon skull has marked the earliest known 
occurrence of this species in the world. (Owned by the U.S Bureau of 
Land Management) 

RAVEN RIDGE 
Rio Blanco County 

Raven Ridge is a 1049 acre exposure of the Evacuation Creek member of the Green 
River formation. Raven Ridge provides habitat for eight endemic plant species: 
Penstemon qrahamii, Penstemon albifluvis, Astraqalus lutosus, Aquileqia barnebyi, 
Cryptantha rollinsii, Parthenium liqulata, Erioqonum ephedroides, Phacelia incana. 
Raven Ridge is unique in Colorado for the rare plant assemblage that occurs there. 
(Owned by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management) 
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ROXBOROUGH STATE PARK AND NATURAL AREA 
Dougla s County 

Massive erosional remnants of Fountain sandstone dominate the landscape of 
Roxborough State Park. The park encloses a geologic span of 500 million in a east-west 
span of less than a mile. Exposed geology dates from Precambrian to Late Mesozoic, 
including hogbacks of Cretaceous Permian, and Pennsylvanian age. The vegetation of 
Roxborough is representative of the foothills region. Ponderosa pine and Douglas fir 
dominate higher elevation forests, oak scrub are present in lower elevation situations. 
Ecotonal mixed grass prairie is characteristic of colluvial areas between hogbacks. 
(Owned by the State of Colorado) 

SADDLE MOUNTAIN RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 
Park County 

Saddle Mountain Research Natural area supports a variety of pristine plant 
communities. Included in the 480-acre natural area are dense stands of Engelmann spruce 
and subalpine fir, aspen, and bristlecone pine reaches a canopy height of fifty feet and 
is regenerating. Extensive meadows of Danthonia parrvi (Parry's oat grass) cover the 
fertile soil derived from basalt. (Owned by the U.S. Forest Service) 

SLUMGULLION EARTHFLOW NATURAL AREA 
Hindsale County 

Two major earthflows included in this 1,351-acre (351 designated) natural area 
illustrate a striking example of mass wasting. Slumgullion earthflow is over four miles 
long and 2,000 feet wide. A huge mass of volcanic rock slumped down the valley about 
700 years ago damming Lake San Cristobal. The older flow was covered by a younger flow 
300 years ago. Trees on the earthflow are being pushed over by the forward advance of 
the younger flow. (Owned by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Forest 
Service) 

SOUTH CATHEDRAL BLUFFS NATURAL AREA 
Rio Blanco County 

Spectacular shale bluffs in this 316-acre natural area provide habitat for three 
rare plant species endemic to the Green River Shale: Thalictrum heliophilum, 
Lesquerella parviflora, and Gentianella tortuosa. This site is the type locality for 
Lesquerella parviflora. (Owned by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management) 

DESIGNATED COLORADO NATURAL AREAS 

BLUE MOUNTAIN - LITTLE THOMPSON FAULT NATURAL AREA 
Larimer County 

This natural area of 240 acres includes exposure of the Blue Mountain Fault , 
providing a clear example of drape or drag faulting and of stratigraphic pinch-out of 
two quality layers of Permian Age (Satanka and Ingleside). The zone of mingling between 
the alluvial fan of the ancestral Rockies and the sand beaches of the ancestral sea 
(Great Plains) is clearly visible. (Private ownership) 

COLORADO TALLGRASS PRAIRIE NATURAL AREA 
Boulder County 

?.69 acres of relict tallgrass prairie are located in the broad floodplain of South 
Boulder Creek, east of the City of Boulder. The area contains remnants of a once 
extensive area of tallgrass prairie occupying the entire South Boulder Creek floodplain 
and much of the ponderosa pine ecotone of the Front Range. These tallgrass prairie 
remnants contain flora similar to tallgrass prairies of South Dakota, Kansas, and the 
Midwest . (Owned by the City of Boulder) 

COMANCHE GRASSLAND LESSER PRAIRIE CHICKEN NATURAL AREA 
Baca County 

This 9,000-acre Comanche National Grassland site contains the largest 
concentration of active leks (display ground) for the Lesser Prairie Chicken in 
Colorado. The sand sagebrush community of the site provides critical habitat for this 
state threatened species. (Owned by the U.S. Forest Service) 

DEER GULCH NATURAL AREA 
Rio Blanco County 

This 1,809 acre site in Deer Gulch is habitat for two plant species 
endemic to Green River Shale -- Festuca dasyclada and Aquilegia barnebyi. 
Relatively undisturbed remnants of a Great Basin Grassland , mixed mountain 
shrubland, and Douglas fir forests occur in the area. (Owned by the U.S 
Bureau of Land Management) 
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Colorado Natural Areas 
The Colorado Natural Areas Program is designating a comprehensive system of 

natural areas to preserve the best examples of Colorado's plants, animals, plant and 
animal communities and geologic features. 

The Colorado Department of Natural Resources promotes the use of natural areas for 
scientific research and education. Researchers and educators are encouraged to 
investigate the challenging problems related to the maintenance or enhancement of 
endangered species, plant and animal communities and geologic features protected within 
natural areas . 

A Colorado Natural Area is a physical and biological area which either retains or 
has reestablished its natural character, although it need not be completely 
undisturbed. A Colorado Natural Area contains natural features of exceptional 
scientific and educational value, including any one of the following: 

o natural formations or features which significantly illustrate geologic processes; 
o significant fossil evidence of the development of life on earth; 
o an undisturbed ecological community maintaining itself under prevailing natural conditions typical 

of Colorado; 
o an ecological community significantly illustrating the process of succession and restoration to 

natural condition following disruptive change; 
o a habitat supporting an endangered, rare, endemic or restricted species; 
o a relict flora or fauna; 
o a seasonal haven for concentrations of native animals, or a vantage point for observing con-

centrated populations, such as a constricted migration route; 
o an area containing significant evidence illustrating important scientific discoveries; 
o habitat for species with unique anatomical, physiological, or behavioral characteristics and 

adaptations for survival; 
o a study site for the biology of a particular species or taxonomic group; 
o an area demonstrating well-developed, diverse, or unusual community structure. 

The Colorado Natural Areas Program reviews information on each recommended site and contacts the land-
owner or public land manager to obtain permission to register the site. The Natural Areas Council, a 
seven-member board appointed by the Governor, determines whether to accept a .recommended area for the 
registry. 

Articles of designation are developed for registered sites in consultation with the landowner or land 
manager. The articles constitute a management agreement for the site. A registered site becomes a 
designated natural area when a formal agreement is reached. 

SPECIMEN MOUNTAIN RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 
Lar imer/ Grand Co un t i es 

Specimen Mountain Research Natural Area straddles the Continental Divide in Rocky 
Mountain National Park and includes Specimen Mountain and Shipler Mountain. This 9,056-
acre natural area is capped with volcanic material from a nearby volcano that erupted 
approximately 28 million years ago. Specimen Mountain is covered with virgin stands of 
Engelmann spruce-subalpine fir and pristine alpine meadows. Specimen Mountain is an 
important calving area for Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep. Natural salt licks in the 
"crater" attract elk, deer, and bighorn sheep to the area. (Owned by the National Park 
Service) 

TAMARACK RANCH NATURAL AREA 
Logan County 

The 600 acres of Tamarack Ranch State Wildlife Area include excellent examples of 
plains cottonwood riparian forest and sandsage grassland. The cottonwood riparian site 
encompa sses a portion of the broad, meandering South Platte River providing habitat for 
migrating waterfowl and eastern species at the edge of their range such as the opossum, 
white-tailed deer and red-headed woodpecker. The sand-sage community provides critical 
habitat for the greater prairie chicken. Prairie restoration on Tamarack Ranch is being 
conducted by the Division of Wildlife. (Owned by the State of Colorado) 

UNAWEEP SEEP RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 
Mesa County 

Unaweep Seep Research Natural Area is an unusual hillside spring ecosystem of wet 
sedge marshes and seeps. The springs included in the 36-acre site are associated with 
the terminal moraine in Unaweep Canyon and are not affected by flooding and fluctuation 
in surface water flow. One of three Colorado populations of a rare butterfly, the 
Nokomis fritillary (Speyeria nokomis), occurs on Unaweep Seep. The butterfly feeds 
spec ifically on bog violets (Viola nephrophylla) that occur at Unaweep Seep. (Owned by 
th e U.S. Bureau of Land Management) 

WEST CREEK NATURAL AREA 
Larimer County 
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West Creek Natural Area is 9,043 acres of West Creek and Fox Creek drainages in 
the Big Thompson River Basin. The area is covered with virgin forests of lodgepole pine 
and limber pine. The area is utilized by elk, deer and bighorn sheep. Peregrine 
falcon s are occasionally sighted in the area. Pure populations of cut throat trout 
(S almo clarki stomias) occur in West Creek. (Owned by the National Park Service) 
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WHEELER GEOLOGIC NATURAL AREA 
Min eral / Saguache Counti es. 

Wheeler Geologic Natural Area is a mass of pinnacles and domes, some over several 
hundred feet tall, extending over 640 acres. Erosive forces have sculpted white, beige 
and lavender layers of lava and ash flow for several million years. The geologic 
features ooccur within virgin forests of Engelmann spruce and sub- alpine fir. (Owned 
by the U.S. Forest Service) 

WHITE ROCKS NATURAL AREA 
Boulde r County 

Whi t e Rocks Natural Area, a 105-acre tract, takes its name from the outcrops of 
light -colored Laramie and Fox Hill sandstones along Boulder Creek. Toward the western 
end of the natural area , the shelf of the Laramie sandstone forms a broad, undulating 
land cap divided into low domes known as turtlebacks. These domes are demarcated by a 
sy st em of polygonal joints that are each further divided into smaller polygons. No 
conclusive theory explains this polygonal jointing. The area contains one of three 
occurren ces in the world of the spleenwort fern, Asplenium andrewsii. Relict 
populations of two infrequent plant species also occur within the natural area: 
Ar i st ida basiramea , three awn grass and Apios americana, ground nut. Critical habitat 
for several species of rare ants and a rare drilling bee, Perdita opuntiae is 
included i n White Rocks Natural area. (Private ownership} 

YANKS GULCH/UPPER GREASEWOOD CREEK NATURAL AREA 
Rio Blanco County 

- 2:~~-
Remnant Great Basin Grasslands, lowland sagebrush communities, 

and pinyon-juniper woodlands are encompassed by this 2687 acre area. Two 
Green River Shale endemic plant species occur here -- Physaria obcordata 
Aquileqia barnebyi. (Owned by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management) 

1977-88: 

INVENTORY 

Goal: 

In 1987 : 

1985-88 : 

1977-88: 

De velopment of ma nagement plan s began in 1985. 

Complete comprehensive statewide inventory, with 
emphasis on state lands in southeast and southwest 
Colorado. 

Inventor i es of plan ts and plant communitie s in 
Moffat County , Me sa County , Montezuma Coun ty, 
Saguache County, Alamosa County, and Costilla 
County completed . 

Inventories completed in 12 counties. 

Twenty percent (20%) of statewide inventory 
complete. A comprehensive inventory of state lands 
i s still underway. 

AREA EVALUATIONS 

Goal: 

In 1987: 

1985-88 : 

1977-87: 

Register 15 areas from the statewide inventory 
which meet the scientific criteria of the Natural 
Areas Program. 

Three areas registered: Dave's Draw (Weld County); 
Escalante Creek, (Montrose County); Williams Creek 
(Archuleta County); and thirteen areas evaluated: 
Mesa de Maya (Las Animas), Purgatoire Canyon (Las 
Animas County) , South Beaver Creek (Gunnison 
County), Rabb i t Mountain (Boulder County), Bonny 
Reservoir (Yuma County) , Dave's Draw (Weld County), 
Sand Bench (Archuleta County), Williams Creek 
(Arc huleta County) , Es calante Canyon (Montrose 
County) , Wacker Ranch (Montrose County), Lost Park 
(Park County) , Spout Lake (Chaffee County). 

14 areas placed on Colorado Natural Areas 
Registry. Plan goal 93% complete. 

44 areas registered. 
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The Direction 
B~~ULTS OF THREE Y~AR PLAN 1985-88 

The Colorado NattJral Areas Program's Three Year Plan sets directions and goals for 
protecting Colorado's s ignificant natural features. Goals and accomplishments are: 

PROTECTION 

Goal: Designate 20 Colorado Natural Areas. 

In 1987: 11 areas designated: Deer Gulch (Rio Blanco 
County); Dudley Bluffs (Rio Blanco County); Fruita 
Research Natural Area (Mesa County); Gunnison 
Gravels (Mesa County); Indian Spring (Saguache 
County); Lower Greasewood . Creek (Rio Blanco 
County); the Palisade (Mesa County); Pyramid Rock 
(Mesa County); Rabbit Valley (Mesa County); South 
Cathedral Bluffs (Rio Blanco County); Yanks 
Gulch/Upper Greasewood Creek (Rio Blanco County). 

1985-88: 21 areas designated. 
Three Year Plan goal met. 

1977-88: 42 areas designated. 

MANAGEMENT 

Goal: Complete and implement management plans for 15 
designated Colorado Natural Areas. 

In 1987: Management and monitoring plans prepared and 
implemented for seven areas: Deer Gulch, Dudley 
Bluffs, Lower Greasewood Creek, South Cathedral 
Bluffs, Yanks Gulch/Upper Greasewood Creek, Raven 
Ridge (all in Rio Blanco County); and Lookout 
Mountain (Moffat County). 

1985-88: Management and monitoring plans were prepared for 
17 areas. Three Year Plan goal met. 

R_EG I ~T_EREj) COLOHAOO NATURAL AREAS 

BONNY PRAIRIE 
Yuma County 

Bonny pra1r1e consists of four small pra1r1es, totalling 80 acres, of little 
bluestem (Andropogon scoparius) loess grassland. Less than 30 occurrences exist in 
North America of this grassland type that once covered tens of thousands of acres in_ the 
central Great Plains. Bonny Praire is the largest and highest quality loess (wind 
deposited soils from 10,000 years ago) prairie in Colorado. (Owned by the U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation and the State of Colorado) 

BUCKLEY PRAIRIE 
Arapahoe County 

Adjacent to the Plains Conservation Ctnter, Buckley Prairie exhibits an extension 
of the mixed-grass prairie, riparian corridor, and animals found on the Plains 
Conservation Center (Owned by the U.S. Department of Defense). 

CALI FORNI A PARK 
Routt County 

Nesting habitat for state endangered greater sandhill cranes, the 640-acre piece 
of California Park contains nest sites that the cranes use annually. California Park is 
the only area in Colorado where the three native species of grouse occur: sharp-tailed, 
blue, and sage. (Owned by the U.S. Forest Service and the State of Colorado). 

COPELAND LAKE WILLOW CARR 
8oulder County 

The 100-acre willow carr (marsh-like area with flowing water) included in this 
natural area is the large st high quality montane willow carr on the Front Range. 
Breeding bird censuses in the area indicate that this riparian community has one of the 
mo t diverse species assemblages in Colorado. (Owned by the City of Longmont) 

DAVE'S DRAW 
Weld County 

Dave's Draw Research Natural Area is a 289-acre site that includes high quality 
examples of limber pine scarp woodland s, Great Plains woody draws, and mixed grass and 
short grass prairie. (Owned by the U.S. Forest Service) 
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DEEP CREEK CAVES 
Garfield County 

Five outstanding Colorado caves are included in this 3,840 acre-site on the White 
River Plateau. Three of the caves are among the largest in the state. Groaning Cave is 
the longest core in the Rocky Mountain Region. The caves are elaborate and display a 
variety of unusual mineral formations including moonmilk, boxwork, cave bacon, cave 
pearls, cave folia, shields, and massive selenite crystals. (Owned by the U.S . Forest 
Service) 

EAST HOOSIER RIDGE 
Park/Summit Cou nties 

East Hoosier Ridge, a 920-acre alpine site, provides habitat for four rare plant 
species. Eutrema penlandii requi res the moist bogs with mossy ground cover that occur 
on the ridge. Saussurea weberi and Armeria maritima ssp sibirica are arctic disjuncts. 
Ipomopsis globularis, a plant species of special concern for Colorado, also occurs on 
East Hoosier Ridge. (Owned by the U.S. Forest Service) 

ESCALANTE CREEK (RESEARCH NATURAL AREA) 
Delta County 

40 acres of a narrow, steep canyon of a dry fork of Escalante Creek is designated 
a Research Natural Area by the US Forest Service to protect a virgin blue spruce 
riparian fore st. (Owned by the U.S. Forest Service) 

"THE FARM IN BOULDER VALLEY" HERONRY 
Boulder Coun ty 

The 40-ac re heronry is located in a grove of mature cottonwood trees along Boulder 
Creek. 70 active great blue heron (Ardea herodias) nests are scattered throughout the 
cottonwood grove. The heronry includes the only known nesting site for the Great Egret 
(Casmerodiu s albu s) in Colorado and a l arge population of blackcrowned night herons 
(Nvcticorax nycticorax). (Private ownership) 

GARDEN PARK FOSSIL LOCALITY 
Fremont County 

This 1,000 -ac re paleontological area contains the type locality for several 
specie s of Ju rass ic dinosaurs and mamm al s. One of the first large dinosaur quarries in 
North Ame r i ca, Garden Pa rk is important fo r the abundance and quality of fo ssil bones. 

FUNDING SOURCES FOR COLORADO NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM, 1977-87 

The Colorado Natural Areas Program cooperates with federal, state and private 
landowners throughout Colorado. Prog r am priorities have reflected specific funding 
sources. 

Private 3% 
(2,514 acres) 

State & Local 7% 
(5,440 acres)---L-

,)crea3e:. Jy Owner 
o.f Co torado !la. rura l. ,Areas 

Investments for protecting each acre of natural areas were $6/acre from federal 
funds, $2.53/acre from state cash, $1.70/acre from state general funds, and $0.13/acre 
from private sources ($200 ,000 in in-kind matching funds have been provided by The 
Nature Conservancy) . 

Private 
1¢ 

State Cash 
25¢ 

State 
General 

Fund 
16¢ 

Federal sac 

Source of each. JJo/?Clr 5?ent 
.by Colorado !Ycdural Areas 
-Pr":Jra.m.. 7 1977 - 198i 
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The Investment 
RETURN ON TH_LJNVESJMENT 

The Colorado Natural Areas Program has received a total of $795,000 from 1977-87. 
This investment has come from a variety of sources - - state, federal and private. All 
of the non -state dollars were earmarked for specific projects and determined many of the 
directions of the program. 
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Private 

Specimens and collections from Garden Park are housed in several museums i n No rth 
America. The area is still paleontologically rich and diverse. Erioqonum brandeqei , a 
plant species endemic to Colorado, occurs at Garden Park. (Owned by the U.S . Bureau of 
Land Management) 

IRISH CANYON 
Moffat County 

Irish Canyon, 1,300 acres, contains an excellent cross-section of mid-elevation 
Uinta Mountain vegetation types: western slope grasslands, shale barrens , curlleaf 
mountain mahogany woodlands. Irish Canyon has populations of three ra re plant species: 
Eriqonum tumulosum, Penstemon vampaensis, and Parthenium liqulatum . The site also con-
tains the best exposure of the geologic history of the eastern Uinta Mountains . (Owned 
by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management) 

LOST PARK 
Park County 

The Lost Park site consists of three acres of critical habitat for Porter 
needlegrass (Ptilaqrostis porteri), a rare plant species. Porter's needlegrass grows 
on large, springy floating mats. (Owned by the U.S. Forest Service) 

MT. EMMONS IRON BOG 
Gunnison County 

This 85-acre site contains a three-acre bog surrounded by a lodgepole pine 
forest. The bog is fed year-round by several warm and highly acidic springs . 
Iron oxide deposited from the spring covers the ground on much of the natural 
area. The bog is vegetated by a sphagnum floating-mat community . Mt. Emmons 
Iron Bog represents the only occurrence of sundew (Drosera rotundifolia) in 
the central or southern Rocky Mountains. Unusual insect spec ies of the area 
include the dragonflies Sematochlora semicircularis and Leuchorhined hudsonica. 
(Owned by the U.S. Forest Service) 

NEEDLE ROCK 
Delta County 

Needle Rock, included in this 80-acre site , towers 800 feet above the surroundin£ 
valley floor. Needle Rock originated during volcanic activi ty 28 million years ago as 
molten rock intruding between existing sedimentary formations. Subsequently, as those 
sedimentary formations eroded over millions of years , the resistant igneous core was 
expo sed . (Owned by the Bureau of Land Management ) 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN WOOD FROG PONO 
Grand County 

This 1.2-acre site provides a portion of the critical habitat for the Rocky 
Mountain wood frog (Rana sylvatica). The Colorado populations of the Rocky Mountain 
wood frogs are boreal relicts and are restricted to eutrophic ponds surrounded by 
coniferous forest. (Private ownership) 

RUNNING CREEK FIELD STATION 
Elbert County 

Running Creek Field Station includes two community types: a mixed grass prairie 
dominated by blue grama, western wheatgrass, side-oats grama and other medium height 
grasses and a ponderosa pine woodland growing on the sandstone outcrops along Running 
Creek. (Private ownership) 

UNCOMPAHGRE FRITILLARY SITE 
Hinsdale County 

This 15-acre registered site is located within the Big Blue Wilderness Area in the 
Uncompahgre National Forest. One of two populations in the world of the Uncompahgre 
Fritillary, Boloria acrocnema occur here. The rare butterfly populations are dependent 
on the snow communities (Salix reticulata ssp. nivalis). The larval, pupal, and 
egg-laying stages of this species depend on the snow willow for food and cover. Adults 
use associated species in the willow community for nectar. (Owned by the U.S. Forest 
Service) 

WEST HOOSIER BRAYA SITE 
Park County 

Forty registered acres on West Hoosier Ridge contain the type locality of a rare 
alpine endemic, Braya humilis ssp. ventosa. The 500 individuals in the populations 
occur on a steep , rocky slope in alpine tundra. (Owned by the U.S. Forest Service) 

WILLI AMS CREEK 
Hinsdale County 

Williams Creek Research Natural Area (545 acres) encompasses a large , und is turbed , 
mixed coniferous forest. The area occupies a glaciated bench between the valley of 
Williams Creek and steep cliffs and outcrops forming the western boundary of the 
Weminuche Wilderness. (Owned by the U.S. Forest Service) 

42 areas are designated Colorado Natural Areas. Designated natural areas are 
formally recognized under the provisions of the Natural Areas Act; a legal agreement 
exists between the landowners and the State of Colorado for their management. 

20 areas are registered with the Natural Areas Program. Registered natural 
areas meet the ecological or geological criteria of the Natural Areas Program, but no 
legal agreements are signed between the land owners and the State of Colorado. 
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Inlroduclion 
1987 marked the tenth anniversary of the Colorado Natural Areas Program. The 

Natural Areas Program was established by the Colorado Legislature to protect and preserve 
rare natural features in Colorado -- without state government acquiring land. 

The Colorado Natural Areas Act (36 -10-101 et seq. C.R.S.) requires establishment 
and maintenance of a registry of qualified natural areas representing diverse plant 
communities, geological features and habitats for rare plants and animals. 

The Colorado Natural Areas Program protects special, rare and threatened natural 
features in Colorado through a statewide system of designated natural areas for the use 
and benefit of present and future generations. 

Reauthorization of the Colorado Natural Areas Act will be considered by the 
Colorado Legislature in 1988. This report summarizes the activities and accomplishments 
of the Natural Areas Program in 1987 and during the past decade. The 1987 report is 
submitted to the Joint Budget Committee as required by Senate Bill 218 and to the 
Governor as stipulated in the Colorado Natural Areas Act. 

1 

TheAccomf2l_is_hm_e_nl _____ _ 
Along with many other private organizations and public agenci es, the Colorado 

Natural Areas Program has an important role in protecting Colorado' s valuable but 
rapidly diminishing natural heritage -- a remarkable natural diversity ranging from 
grasslands to glaciers. Many Colorado Natural Areas contain stunning scenery and 
provide a wide spectrum of recreational and educational opportunities for Colorado's 
citizens and visitors. The Colorado Natural Areas Program is working to ide~tify and 
protect still more unique pieces of the rich and colorful tapestry woven by Colorado's 
prairies, forests, and tundra. 
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(i) Blue Mountain - Little Thompson Fault 16. Garden Park 31. Mexican Cut 
32. Mount Callahan 

46. Running Creek Field Station 
47. Saddle Mountain 2. Bonny Prairie 17. Gateway Palisade 

3. Buckley Prairie 18. Gothic 
4. California Park 19. Gunnison Gravels 
5. Colorado Tallgrass Prairie 20. High Mesa Grassland 
6. Comanche Grassland 21. Hoosier Ridge 
7. Copeland Willow Carr 22. Hurricane Canyon 
8. Dave's Draw 23. Indian Spring 
9. Deep Creek Caves 24. Indian Springs Trace Fossil Locality 
10. Deer Gulch 25. Indian Springs Trace Fossil Locality 
11. Dome Roe k 26. Irish Canyon 
12. Dudley Bluffs 27. Kremmling Amrnonite Locality 
13. East Sand Dunes 28. Lost Park 
14. Escalante Creek 29. Lower Greasewood Creek 
15. Fruita 30. McElmo 

33. Mount Emmons Iron Bog 
34. Mount Goliath 
35. Narraguinnep 
36. Needle Rock 

dt ~~~~~ 
39. Para 1se Park 
40. Plains Conservation Center 
41. Pyramid Rock 
42. Rabbit Valley 
43. Raven Ridge 
44. Rocky Mountain Wood Frog Pond 
45. Roxborough State P~•k 

48. Slumgullion Earthflow 
49. South Cathedral Bluffs 
50. Specimen Mountain 
51. Tamarack Ranch 
52. "The Farm in Boulder Valley" Heronry 
53. Unaweep Seep 
~ Uncompahgre Fritillary Site 
~ West Creek 
56. West Hoosier 
57. Wheeler Geologic Area 
58. White Rocks 
59. Williams Creek 
60. Yanks Gulch/Upper Greasewood Creek 
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COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Hamlet J. Barry III, Executive Director 
DIVISION OF PARKS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION 

Ron G. Holliday, Director 

For further information contact: 

David Kuntz, Director, Natural Areas Program 
1313 Sherman Street, Room 718 

Denver, Colorado 80203 
303/866-3311 

DPOR-NA-(DK)-100-6·88(R) 
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Commissioners 

ROWENA ROGERS 
ROBERT D. McPHEE 
TOMMY NEAL 

ANTHONY SABATINI 
Administrator 

THOMAS E. BRETZ 
Minerals Director 

BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS 
Department of Natural Resources 

620 Centennial Building 
1313 Sherman St., Denver, Colorado 80203 

(303) 839-3454 

Mr. Eugene T . Petrone 
Executive Secretary 

AQ,ril 11, 19 79 

State Board of Agriculture 
Colorado Sta te University 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80523 

Dear Mr. Petrone: 

Re Lease S-36778 

ROBERT L. HAPGOOD 
Chief Accountant 

R~vrr' 

APR 12 1979 
c; .ES· .Q 

We are sending to copies of your Lea se S-36778 covering the Owl Canyon 
Pinon Grove Natural Area. 

Also enclosed is a s t atement for $56.50 to cover the rental and related 
fees as per the attached statement. This amount covers the rental to 
November 3, 1979. 

As per your request a copy of this lease is being sent to Mr. Tom Borden. 

It has been a long time working out this agreement, but as you know we 
had nume r ou s individuals and agencies involved and it was really a 
matter of cooradinating all the needs of the different agencies and it 
was held up for many months in the office of the Attorney General. 

In any event the agreement is comp leted and we are looking forward to 
a meaningful relationship with you. 

Very truly y 

Anthon,Y atini 
Administrator 

I 
AS/m ' 
Encl~sures 2 
~cc Tom Borden 

State Forester 

D COMMISSIONERS 

Dr. Carol "Carse" Pustmueller 
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LEASE OF STATE LANDS 

THIS LEASE made this ..3J:..d._ day of November , 1978, by and 
~"""'"'-'~==-=,__~~~~ 

between the State of Colorado, BOARD of LAND COMMISSIONERS, hereinafter 

the Lessor, and the State of Colorado, Board of Agriculture for the use 

and benefit of COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY, hereinafter the Lessee. 

WHEREAS, the Lessor owns, controls and manages certain land situate 

in the County of Larimer, State of Colorado, to wit: T. 10 N., R. 70 W., 

6th P.M., Sec. 36; and 

WHEREAS, a Pinon Grove occupies a portion of said land; and 

WHEREAS, the Lessor has entered into Articles of Designation by 

document signed on November 3, 
~~~~~~~~__..;..~~~~~~ 

1978 with the State of 

Colorado, Department of Natural Resources whereby said Pinon Grove has 

been designated a scientific and interpretative natural area to be known as 

the Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Natural Area; and 

WHEREAS, the Lessor desires that the Pinon Grove Area be managed 

consistent with the purposes for which said area was designated a natural 

area; and 

WHEREAS , the Lessee desires and has the necessary resources to manage 

said area for said purposes as part of its educational training program; and 

WHEREAS, the Lessee recognizes and desires to maintain the uniqueness 

of the Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Natural Area. 

NOW THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the covenants below, it is 

hereby agreed that: 

1. The Lessor shall lease the Pinon Grove Area to the Lessee for educa-

tional purposes and for purposes set forth in the Articles of Designation 

pertaining to said area. Said Articles, which include a legal description of 

the Pinon Grove Area, are attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and incorporated herein 

by reference. 



-------~ .... --- - . - · . 

2. This lease is subject to all the terms and conditions of the above-

referenced Articles of Designation. Pursuant to said Articles, the Lessee 

shall prepare a comprehensive Management plan which shall at least address 

the following: the access to the Pinon Grove Area, measures taken to assure 

that access will only be as intended, scientific research to be undertaken 

on said area, interpretative use of the area, improvements proposed for said 

area, and any other matter which will affect the natural state of the area. 

Said plan shall be submitted to the Lessor and the Department of Natural 

Resources by no later than May 3, 1979 for approval. 
------~~-----------

3. The Lessee shall pay the Lessor, at the office of the Lessor, the 

sum of fifty (50) dollars per year as rental each and every year, in advance, 

during the term of this lease. Rental will be subject to review and revision 

annually. To have and to hold, the above premises for a term of ten years, 
from the 3rd day of November, 1978, to the 3rd day of November , 1988 . 

4. During the term of this lease the Lessor shall not sell, lease, or 

grant rights-of-way across the leased premises unless said action would not 

substantially interfere with the purposes for which this lease was executed. 

5. The Lessee may use water produced on the leased premises. However, 

the Lessor retains ownership to all water rights established thereon or with 

respect thereto. Any adjudication of such water rights shall be in the name 

of the Lessor. 

6. This lease is only for the purposes set forth herein. In the event 

the Lessee uses or attempts to use said lease for any other purposes, without 

the Lessor's written consent, this Lease shall automatically terminate and all 

rights and privileges granted hereunder shall automatically revert to the 

Lessor. 

7. This lease shall remain in full force and . effect unless and until 

the Articles of Designation are terminated or the Lessee defaults. In either 

event, the Lessor may elect to terminate this lease with ninety (90) day's 

prior written notice to the Lessee. This lease may be terminated by the 

Lessee at any time with ninety (90) days prior written notice to the Lessor. 

-2-
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. . 8. If this lease is terminated, the Lessee shall vacate the premises 

on or before the effective date of termination and shall remove all equipment, 

materials, improvements and the like placed thereon. Any equipment, materials, 

improvements and the like remaining on the property after the termination date 

shall automatically become the property of the Lessor. Upon termination, the 

area shall be restored to its condition prior to the execution of this lease. 

9. This lease is personal in nature and shall not be assigned or sub-

leased. 

STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE STATE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS 

President 

Attest: 
~retary 

~~~ Engineer "( 

(Seal ) (Seal) 

-3-



"" - --------- --- ----- - ·-... ---

( · 

NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM, DEPARTMENT Of NATURAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF COLORADO 
OWL CANYON PINYON GROVE NATURAL AREA 

ARTICLES OF DESIGNATION 

These ARTICLES OF DESIGNATION, made this -------

EXHIBIT I 

day of 

_ _,_f'i_.__..D~Y~e~Cb...._,_b~e~t<.__-="----' 1978, by and between the STATE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES, 1313 Sherman Street , Room 718, Denver, CO 80203, hereinafter 

the Department and the STATE BOARD OF LA..."ID COMMISSIONERS, 1313 Sherman Street, 

Room 620, Denver, CO 80203, hereinafter the Board. 

WHEREAS, the Board on behalf of the State of Colorado, controls and 

manages certain state owned lands, situate in the County of Larimer, State of 

Colorado, hereinafter the Property; and 

WHEREAS, the Board declares that the highest and best use of the 

Property is that it be preserved and protected; and 

\iHEREAS, the Department is authorized by the Colorado Natural Areas 

Act, C.R.S. 1973, 36-10-101, et seq., hereinafter the Act, to administer a 

Colorado Natural Areas Program, hereinafter the Program; and 

Wl! E!{E/\S , the Ac t establishes a Natural Areas Council, hereinafter 

the Council, which advises the Department on the administration of the Program 

and which approves the designation of Natural Areas by the Department; and 

WHEREAS , the Department has . determined, pursuant to its criteria , 

tha t the Pr ope rty is a natural area which would be desirable to include within 

the Colorado Natural Areas System as a designated Natural Area; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the attributes of the Property, the Property 

provides one or more of the benefits described in C.R.S. 1973, 36-10-104(1). 

NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby agreed that: 

1 . Des i gnation of Property as a Natural Area. Upon filing of ~hese 

Articles of Desjgna tion with, and the acceptance of same by, the Department, 

with the advice and approva l of the Council, the Property described in 

Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, shall become 

a designated scientific and interpretive natural area and thereby shall become 

part of the Colorado Natural !reas System. Said designated natural area shall 

be known as the Owl Canyon Pinyan Grove Natural Area. 

Page 1 of 5 pages 
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2 . Purpo s e o f Des igna tion. The Department has determined, upon 

recommendation b y the Council, that the Property qualifies as a natural area 

t o b e inc lud e d in the Col o rad o Natura l Areas System due to the followin g : 

a. The Pr ope rty c ont a ins a disjunct population of Pious edulis 

( t wo n e edle piny on) which is at the northeastern extremity 

of its range; and 

b. The Property serves as a study site, historic, present and 

future, for the biology of Pious edulis and its associated 

habitat; and 

c. Th e Pro pert y contains populations of plant species which are 

of special interest, including uncommon xerophytic ferns such 

as Pellaea atropurpurea. 

Thi s pa rticular prope rty also contains a very important set of 

a r c hco l ogica l s it e s wh ich ar e c learly eligible for inclusion on the Na tional 

a nd St a t ~ Rcgistersof His tori c P l a c es . 

As a r es u l t of t hese a t tributes, the Property provid e s, amo ng othe r 

b e n e fits, the fo llowin g be n ef it s : 

a) lL se rves as a n example of the native condition in studie s 

r e l a ting t o air, wat e r, a nd soil quality and habitat productivit y ; 

b) It se r ves as r eso urce ma t e rial from which n e w knowled ge may be 

<l e rlv e <l an <l as a r ese rvoir of genetic material which has prese nt 

and f uture value to scientific inquiry; 

c) It pro v i des habitat for r a r e plant species; 

d) It s erv es as an outdoor clas s room and laboratory for scientific 

study b y student s of all ages; and 

e ) It s e rves as a n area of natural diversity which enriches the 

meaning and en joyme nt o f h uman life. 

3. Rights and Duties of the Dep a rtment. The Department shall list 

th e Property as a d e signa ted natural area of the Colorado Natural Areas 

Sy stem and provid e the Board with a Certificate indicating said designation. 

This designation ev id e nces the desire of the Department that tbe Property be 

prot c cLed f rom i mpac l s a dvers e l y affec ting the attributes for which the 

Pr o pe rt y is designat e d. 

Page 2 of 5 pages 
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a. Access. The degree of access granted to the Property will 

be addressed by the management plan described in Paragraph 4. 

Such granted access must be consistent with and promote the 

purpos e s of this Agreement. 

b. Inspection. The Departme nt shall have the right to inspect th e 

Prope rty from time to time to confirm that it is being used 

s ole ly for the purposes stated in Paragraph 4. 

4. Right s an d Duties of the Board. The Board, through its Lessee, 

shall maintain the Pr o perty solely as a natural area, for scientific, 

ed ucational and aesthetic purposes, and keep the Property entirely in its 

natural state, exc epting the undertaking of scientific research and estab-

lish:ne n t of such improv ements as may be appropriate to effectuate the fore-

go ing purposes without impairing the essential natural character. A 

com;Heh ensive ma::iageme nt plan wil 1 be prep.-ired by the Board through its 

Lessee a::i d su bmitt ed to th e De partment for approval within six months of 

th e effective da t e o f this a g r eement. Th e management of the Property 

s hall be the r e sponsibility of the Board through its Lessee pursuant to 

th e po lic ie s a nd goa l s de scribed in the management plan which, when 

a~ prov~d, will be attached l1 e r e to and incorporated herein by reference. 

Th~ Bu:..i rJ sha ll no ti fy th e Depa rtme n ·· upon termination of or execut ion 

of a ny le ase or a ny o th e r document granting a prope rty interest in the 

J' r u 1i -·rty . All docum1 ~ n t s aff ecting th e Prop e rty executed by the Board 

subseq-.Jcn t t o t he da te o f t h is Ag r eement sha ll be subject to this Agr ee -

ment, wh ic h s hall b ':' a tt a ...: he d th e r e t o a nd i ncorporat ed therein by 

i· ..:L r,·:1..:v . J.::;<; c e1>L a.; su s t a l ed , t he Boa r d may con t i nue to exercis e all 

0f i L s !~~<li l y ma nda t e d ri ght s a nd duties r egarding th e Prope rt y . 

'i . ~r::_~ing Ef fect . This Ag r eeme nt shall be binding upon the . 

parli es hcre l u ;_rn d upu~1 .:my succ e s sor s in int e re s t to the Prope rty. Any 

sal e o r transfe r of t he Property by the Board shall be subject to this 

Ag reement w~ ich shall be attached to any document of purchase or transfer 

an d i11co rpo rated the r e in by referenc e . Th e purchaser or transferee shall 

s ucce e d to til e Boa rd's rights and duties he reunder. 

Page 3 of 5 pages 
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6. Default. If any party reasonably believes that any other 

party is in default in any of its obligations under this Agreement, it may 

give any other party written notice of the alleged default. Promptly 

Llicrc;.ifter, the parties shall confer and make a good faith effort to correct 

the default and to resolve any difference of opinion which may exist as to 

the respective rights and duties under this Agreement. Default by the Board 

or its Lessee ma y result in the removal of the Property from the Colorado 

Natural Areas Sys tem. 

7. Termination. If any party desires to terminate this Agreement, 

it shall so notif y any other party and give said other party (ies) an 

oppo rtunity to confer regarding the reasons for termination. No less than 90 

days after said initial notice, the notifying party may terminate this Agreement 

by notice to said other party (ies). At the Board's request, following termina-

tion of this Agreement, the Department shall execute and deliver to the Board 

;1 rell'.:l SL' of ;.ill it s ri ght , title, and interest in the Property arising out 

of Lllis Agreement. 

8. Notice. All notices to be given pursuant to this Agreement 

shall be in writing and shall be sent pos tage prepaid by registered or certified 

moil, r eturn receipt reques t ed to the addresses first listed above or to such 

o ther person or addrc ss us the par ty t o be notified may have designated prior 

tl1creto by writ ten notice t o the other party. Any notice so mailed shall be 

effec tive upon r e ce ipt. 

9. i\ml·ndnwnt s . Tlw sl' i\rticll 'S m.1y be ame nd ed in writing by the 

p;.ir ties hereto will1 approva l o[ the Council. 

Page 4 o f 5 pages 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the 

day first written above. 

STATE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS 

BQ_n. .... , •• ~·::isc""=--....._ ~-- 'P"resi en t 

Register 

\:<~ E:Rn~e~('Q~ 

STATE OF C9LORADO 
DEPAR7::' i OF NATURAL Lt:RCES 

I ( ' 

By , , LJ M~ 

APPROVED: 

Harris D. Sherman 
Executive Director 

NATURAL AREAS COUNCI~ 

8y <)UL- A L~ =-

APPROVED: 

Sue Cannon 
Chairman 

{J,,,~ z aLON 
~~st~nt Attorney General 

Page 5 of 5 pages 



, ----·· ··-·-- ·- · 

.- ( · 

~ 

PINON GROVE 

Legal Description 

~· EXHIBIT A 
Page' l of 2 

A parcel of land being located in the West One-half of the Northeast 
One-quarter (W/2 NE/4), the Southeast One-quarter of the Northeast 
One-quarter (SE/4 NE/4), the East One-half of the Northwest One-
quarter (E/2 NW/4), and the North One-half of the Southeast One-
quarter (N/2 SE/4) of Section Thirty-six (Sec. 36), Township Ten 
North (T 10 N), Range Seventy West (R 70 W) of the Sixth Principal 
Meridan (6th P . M.) in Larimer County, State of Colorado; 

Being more particularly described by metes and bounds as follows: 

Beginning at a point on the north boundary line of said Sec. 36, 
said point being the north one-quarter corner of said Sec. 36; 

Thence North 89° 42' West along the north boundary a distance of 
450.0 feet to "Corner D"; 

Thence South 13° 58' East a distance of 3,448.0 feet to "Corner A"; 

Thence South 88° 39' East a distance of 403.0 feet to the centerline 
of railroad trackage ("Station A" of Right-of-way No. 515, Bk . 5); 

Thence continuing South 88° 39' East a distance of 590 . 0 feet to 
"Corner B"; 

Thence North 03° 09' West a distance of 3353.5 feet to a point on 
the north boundary line of Sec . 36, said point being "Corner C" ; 

Thence North 89° 42' West along the north boundary of said Sec. 36, 
a distance of 1190 . 0 feet to the point of beginning. 

Containing 101 acres more or less. 

EXCEPT, a rectangular parcel of land for purposes of ingress, egress 
and maintenance which extends fifty (50) feet to the East, one hun-
dred (10~ feet to the West, and one hundred (100) feet to the North 
of the Colorado and Southern Railroad Spur. 

Bearings based on the assumption that the railroad spur (Right-of Way 
#515, Bk 5) bears N 03° 21' E; North boundary assumed to be N 89° 
42' W per original G.L.O survey notes, dated January 21, 1878. 

Th i s property is diagranunatically represented on the attached page 2. 
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HOLLY SUGAR CORPORATION 

Please: 

D Handle 

0 Note and return 

D Note and destroy 

Form 65-2 10 

Route Slip 
Date 

D Approve and return 

D Give me your comments 

~or your files 

-M 



Mr. Jerry Doherty, President 
01vide Constructors, lnc. 
208 South Bothun Road 
Berthoud, Colorado 80513 

Dear Jerry: 

October 24. 1979 

RECErVJ:n 
OCT 2 6 1979 
CSf~ .. sv 

Attached is some self explanatory correspondence regarding 
the Pinon Grove at the Rex Quarry. Our letter was written after 
discussing it with Leonard--you were not available. 

The porti ons of the Management Pl an shows the working of 
the Pennit Plan and "Hol ds Harmless" Molly and Divide from any 
outside presence on our holdings. You or Leonard should visit 
with Tom Borden of the Colorado State Forest Service at Ft. Collins, 
who will administer the Pinon Grove and work out a cor.tnunicating 
system with h1m, since the Quarry office 1s often unmanned. 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

NS/me 
Attachment 
cc: J. C. Cooper 

Leonard Overholt 

Sincerely, 

flef l Stadtmiller 
LIMESTONE COORDINATOR 



~ 
Ii OLLY SUGAR CORPORATION p 0 BOX 1052 COLORADO SPRINGS COLORADO 80901 • f303J 471-0'123 

Dr. Carse Pustmueller 
Director, Colorado Natural Areas Program 
Department of Natural Resources 
1313 Sherman Street 
Denver, Colorado 80203 

Dear Dr. Pustmueller: 

October 24, 1979 

Enclosed are the copies of the Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Management Plan sent 
for our signature. 

It appears to be an excellent program and we will cooperate with the agencies 
involved in any way possible. 

The Colorado Lien Company has not been our operating contractor since January 1, 
1978. Although they still maintain their office and a fine grinding plant on 
Section 36, their quarrying operations are on the adjacent Section l, and they would 
have nothing to do with access to the Pinion Grove. 

Our present operating contractor is Divide Constructors, Inc., 201 South Bothun 
Road, Berthoud, Colorado 80513 and the persons to contact would be: 

Jerry Doherty, President--Berthoud, Colorado (303) 532-2453 
Leonard Overholt, Vice-President--Lakewood, Colorado (303) 237-4985 
John Gruner, Business Manager--Berthoud, Colorado (303) 532-3894 
Roy Grass, Quarry Supt.--LaPorte, Colorado (303) 493-0498 
Owl Canyon Quarry Office--(303) 493-5967 

We have retyped "Appendix D - Application For Use Permit, 11 adding to the Hold 
Harmless Clause "Holly Sugar Corporation and its operating contractor," in place of 
just "Holly Sugar Corporation." A replacement sheet is in each copy to be bound 
into the Management Plan prior to distribution. 

We have notified Divide Constructors of the Management Plan and they will visit 
with Tom Borden of Colorado Forest Service, in the near future, to work out a mutually 
satisfactory arrangement to implement the Management Plan Permit procedu re. 

If you have any comments or if we can assist in any way, please let us hear 
from you. 

NS/rnc 

Encl. 

cc: W'. Newton, I I 
J. C. Cooper 
Mary Adrienne Hupp 

L. L. Neville 

Sincerely yours, 

Neil Stadtmi 11 er 
Limestone Coordinator 

Divide Constructors, Inc. 



STATE OF COLOMDO 
COLORADO NATU RAL AREAS PROGRAM 
Department of Natural Resources 
1313 Sher man Street, Room 718 
Denver, Colorado 80203 

Phone (303) 839-3311 

October 15, 1979 

Richard D. Lamm 
Governor 

Harri s D . Sherman 
Execu tive Direc tor 

Caro l J. Pustmueller, Ph. D. 
Program Directo r 

Neil P. Stadtmiller 
Holly Sugar Corporation 
P.O. Box 1052 
Colorado Springs, CO 80901 

OCT 2 2 1979 
N.P.S. 

Dear Mr. Stadtmiller: 

Attached are the copies of the Owl Canyon Pinyan Grove promised 
in the foregbing letter. Because we had to make special printing 
arrangements for them, there was a two-week delay. 

I would like to emphasize that we anticipate a very low level 
of visitors to the Owl Canyon Pinyan Grove--perhaps between 50 to 
100 persons per year. Any person(s) wishing to visit the grove 
will have to present the signed permit at the entrance to the grove, 
but personnel from your operating contractor will not need to accept 
any paperwork, or keep any records or forms on file. 

Please let us know if you have any questions or comments. We 
look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

J1 i<vJ A£v /( :.._,....__ fl<rt' 
Mary Adrienne Hupp 
Administrative Assistant 



~'~-NDORNO~. I EDJ 'li·''''i11•11131*'il111 
COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY 

INSTRUCTIONS TO VENDORS. 

Colorado State Board of Land Comniss1oners 
YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO PROVIDE THE MATERIALS OR SERVICES LISTED BELOW AND YOU WILL BE REIMBURSED BY 
COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY PROVIDED: 
1. THE MATERIAL COST DOES NOT EXCTED $200 UNLESS SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED BY THE C.S.U. PURCHASING 

DEPARTMENT.(" SERVICES" PROVIDED ARE NOT LIMITED TO THIS AMOUNT. ) 

FUND 

19 

VENDOR NAME 

Dept. of Natural Resources 
620 Cantentrfifr'Dffft~lding 
1313 Shennan St. 

Denver. CO 80203 
DISTRIBUTION INVOICE 

Of PT. PROJECT CLASS NUMBER 

2060 l255 5541 

-

GOODS OR SERVICES RECEIPT 

I CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE ITEMS OR SERVICES HAVE BEEN 

?ia:C0'
0

~T;~v,, "~IC 
PHOllJQJ 

SIGNATl)RE 

DI TE REC'D 11/3/79 

INVOICE 
DATE 

110379 

~ 

2. THE "APPROVED BY" BLOCK CONTAINS THE SIGNATURE OF AN AUTHORIZED C.S.U. OFFICIAL. 
3. ALL MATERIAL DELIVERED IS SPECIFICALLY DESCRIBED AND INDIVIDUAL ITEM AND COST IS ENTERED PRIOR TO CERTIFI-

CATION 
4. THE SIGNATURE OF THE C.S.JJ . EMPLOYEE ACTUALLY RECTIVING THE MATERIAL OR SERVICE IS SECURED IN THE "RECEIPT" 

BLOCK AND COPY 2 (YELLOW) IS FURNISHED THAT INDIVIDUAL, WHO WILL PROMPTLY RETURN IT TO THE FUND APPROV-
ING OFFICIAL. 

5. COPY l (WHITE) ATTACHED TO ORIGINAL COPY OF YOUR INVOICE SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO C.S.U ., ACCOUNTS PAY-
ABLE SECTION. 

6. COPY 3 (GREEN) IS FOR YOUR FILE. 

DESCRIBE MATERIALS PURCHASED OR SERVICES PERFORMED 
I 
R AMOUNT 
s 

Rental as per att'd ~ Owi Canyon Pinon Goove 50.00 

(Lease # S-36778) 

INTERAGENCY VOUGHER -

TOTAL 

LESS DISCOUNT 

TOTAL TO BE PAID~ 50100 
INTERNAL SIGNATURES EXPENDITURE AND PURCHASE APPROVED BY 

DATE 

DATE 12/17/79 

\r ( ( (~ ,~i '\ 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE 

VENDOR COPY 

REV. 7 177 

®• 





OFFICE MEMO 

SUBJECT: 



Ou 
Department of Anthropology 

Colorado State University 
Fort Collins , Colorado 
80523 
June 14, 1979" 

TO : Terry Beeson 

FROM: Elizabeth A. Morris 

SUBJECT: Management Plan for Pinon grove 

Thank you for sending me the management plan for the Pinon Grove. 
I regret that I have not been more useful in my participation this 
year, and I promise to try harder next year. 

I have talked to Evan Roberts and he is quite enthusiastic about 
his involvement in the natural area. I am sure his cooperation will be 
forthcoming in any way that might be useful in the future. 

Here are my comments on the draft management plan. It is clearly 
written and very informative on the whole. 

Page 2. para. 2. line 2. 

1\lr-~ 

l B 1919 

I recommend, "One excavated archaeological site exists on the area and 
others have been located by the Department of Anthropology, Colorado 
State University and members of the Fort Collins Chapter of the Colorado 
Archaeological Society. Site records are on file at the Office of the 
State Archaeologist . 
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STATE OF COLORADO RICHARD D . LAMM, Governor Board of Land Commissioners 

01v1s1on of Administration DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Div1s1on of Mines 

HARR IS D. SHERMAN, Execut ive Director 
1313 Sherman St ., Room 718, Denver, Colorado 80203 839-3311 

D1v1s1on of Parks & Outdoor Recreation 

D1v1sion of Water Resources 

D1v1s1on of Wildlife 

Geological Survev 

011 and Gas Conservation Comm1ss1on 

Soil Conservation Board 

Water Conservation Board 

Mined Land Reclamation 

Ho.Jl.JU.,o V. Shellman., Execu;U.ve V-Utec.,t.on 06 the 
VepaJttment o 6 NatUJr..£tl Re..6 o uJtce..6, in.vde..6 you to attend 
o 6 6iuo.1.. cenemo nie..6 de..6ig n.atin.g the WWe Ro clv.i an ea 
in. Bou.1-den CoUYLty CL6 a Colonado NatUJr..£tl Anea. 

Cenemonie..6 will be held Tue..6day, June 26, 7979, 
at 9:30 a.m., on. the WWe Roclv.i -0.<_te, 4020 75th Stheet, 
eCL6t 06 Bou.1-den. Sign.-0 will be po-0ted at the head 06 the 
dniveway on. 15th Stheet, an.d o.1..on.g the dniveway to manked 
pankin.g Meei6. (See map on. neveMe.) S,{,n.ce pankin.g ~ 
RA..m.Lted, we en.counage you to cMpool wdh othen membeM 06 
youJt agency on in.-0tau;U.on., on wdh 6n,ten.~. 

The cenemonie..6 will be held on. the WWe RocM 
thew.ielve..6, -00 pleCL6e wean appnopn,tate clothing. Allow 
-0u6Muent time to pank an.d wo.1..k to the location. 06 the 
cenemon.,te..6 , about a quanten-rn.lte 6nom the pankin.g , anea. 
Adddion.o.1.. in.6otL.mation. will be available at the -0de, 
on may be obtained by co.1..lin.g 839-3337. 

The WWe Roclv.i NatuJto.1.. Anea contain.-0 a majon 
outcnop 06 Fox Hill-0 an.d Lanam-i_e San.~ton.e..6; the only 
kn.own. Nonth Am~can. lo co.1..dy o 6 the 6 enn., M plenium 
an.dhew-0li; an.d -0eveno.1.. nMe -0peue-0 06 ,tn.-0ew. 

The Colonado NatuJto.1.. AneCL6 Pnognam 
Can-0 e Pu-0 tmuellen, Ph. V, V-Utec.,t.on 
Many A. Hupp, Adm. A.M~tant 
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STATE OF COLORADO 
COLORADO NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM 
Department of Natural Resources 
1313 Sherman Street, Room 718 
Denver, Col orado 80203 

Phone (303) 839-3311 

To: Rowena Rogers, Tonuny Neal, and Willia.m Clare 
State Board of Land Corrnnissioners 

J. Evan and Catherine Roberts, Roberts'· Ranch 

Thomas B. Borden and Terry Beeson, Colorado State Forest Service 

Neil Stadtmiller; Holly Sugar Corporation 

From: Carse Pustmueller CfJ 
Date: November 23, 1979 

Re: The Owl Canyon Pinyon Grove Management Plan 

Richard D. Lamm 
Governor 

Harris D. Sherman 
Executive Director 

Carol J. Pustmuelier, Ph.D. 
Program Director 

Attached for each of you is a signed copy of the Management Plan 
for the Owl Canyon Pinyon Grove. We are very pleased that the efforts 
and cooperation of all of you have made this product possible. The 
process is now established for the protection of the Owl Canyon Pinyon 
Grove. It identifies a procedure allowing access to those with a 
genuine interest and appreciation for the grove . A special word of 
commendation is due to Terry Beeson, who is responsible for this 
management plan, and to Thomas Borden, head of the Colorado State 
Forest Service. The Forest Service will monitor the condition of the 
grove, and maintain a record of activities conducted on it, Neil 
Stadtmiller, of the Holly Sugar Corporation, has pledged that company's 
cooperation in the means of access, and has given time and effort 
unselfishly to this project. Finally, special thanks must go to 
J. Evan and Catherine Roberts, who for years have sought a means of 
protecting and preserving the grove, and to the State Board of Land 
Commissioners, both of which, by designating properties under their 
ownership, have made a lasting contribution to the welfare, education, 
and enjoyment of the people of Colorado. 

There are a few changes in the managemen t plan which we would like 
to call to your attention. Some are relatively minor~~the acreage figure 
on page 1 now reflects the addition of Robertst Ranch, and certain appen-
dices which were not available at the time of the initial printing have 
now been included. The most significant changes are the inclusion of · 
Holly Sugar Corporation and its operating contractor in matters related 
to access and on the permit application "hold harmless clause•·• and the 
permit itself. Originally the management plan read "the Colorado Lein 
Company," which is no longer acting as Holly Sugarts operating contractor~ 
though that company does continue to operate a grinding plant ~ear .the 
nati:iral area. 



Memorandum 
The Owl Canyon Pinyan Grove Management Plan 
Page 2 

We would also like to reiterate that this management plan is not 
writ in stone; review and revision is anticipated by the Colorado State 
Forest Service. However, should any major changes in operating proce-
dure be necessary , all signatories to the plan will be notified for their 
consideration and approval. 

Once again, thank you all for your contributions of time, resources 
and personal effort to this project. 



Office of the President 

MEMORANDUM 

RECE1vr- ~ 

OCT 2 4 1978 

CSf. S· """ 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Tom Borden, Director 
Colorado State~rest 

A. R. Chamberlf'~ 
Owl Canyon Pinon Grove 

Service 

Ou 
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
80523 

October 2.3, 1978 

Various members of the University faculty and staff have been negotiating 
with the State Land Board and with the Natural Areas Council to obtain 
University management control of the Owl Canyon Pinon Grove. This grove 
of trees, of considerable research programmatic interest to a number of 
our departments, was originally included in a tract of land leased to 
Holly Sugar for cement mining. Holly Sugar has now agreed to relinquish 
its rights to the tract of land containing the pinon trees and the State 
Land Board has agreed to name the area a state natural area under the 
management jurisdiction of Colorado State University. 

In accordance with my memo to you dated June 12, 1978, I hereby designate 
the Colorado State Forest Service to administer, manage and protect the 
Owl Canyon Pinon Grove in cooperation with other interested University 
departments. The _final contract between the State Land Board and the 
£>tate Board pf .Agricl!-lture i~ eXQe.cted to conta,.in a clause requiring the 
U ii~rsity to present a management plan wit;hin six months of contract 
..[_~gg,;L,Il:g-: ·'We have had some indications that Governor Lannn may wish to 
come to CSU to participate in a ceremony commemorating this agreement 
sometime between now and the first week of November. 

cc: M. A. Binkley 
J. R. Hehn 
D. L. McClintock 
J. R. Bennett 
J. M. Hughes 
E. T. Petrone 
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CHAPTER 471 

NATURAL RESOURCES - GENERAL 

COLORADO NATURAL AREAS 

SENATE B:LL 1'0 . .i<iO . BY SEl'ATORS L. fcwler. Gall>~her. Hzt:her . Ander.on . Comer . Harding . Meil:.lejohn. Plock. 
Suwarl. and Wunsch: al so REPRESEf'-,;TATIVES Traylor. Dick . Frank. Jones, Wirhcrspoon. Cantrell . DcMouhn . Hihmcicr. 
Hume . Knox. Uoyd . McElderry. Smith. and Zakhcm. 

AN ACT 
CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COLORADO NATURAL AREAS PRO-

GRAM. AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION THEREFOR. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado: 

Section I. Title 36. Colorado Revised Statutes 1973, as amended, 1s 
amended BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW ARTICLE to read: 

ARTICLE 10 
Colorado Natural Areas 

36-10-101. Short title. This article shall be known and may be cited as 
the ·'Colorado Natural Areas Act" . 

36-10-102. Legislati,·e declaration. The general assembly hereby finds 
and declares that certain lands and waters of this state representing diverse 
ecosystems. ecological communities. and other natural features or phe-
nomena. which are our natural heritage. are increasingly threatened with 
irreversible change and are in need of special identification and protection 
and that it is in the public interest of present and future generat ions to pre-
se rve. protect. perpetu<.lte. and enhance specific examples of these r.atura! 
features and phenomena as an enduring resource. It is the intent of this article 
to provide a means by which these natural features and phenomena can be 
identified. evaluated, and protected through a statewide system of designated 
natural areas . 

36-10-103. Definitions. As used in this article, . unless the context other-
wise requires: 

( 1) .. Articles'· or "articles of designation .. means the articles of desig-
nat ion filed by or. at the direction of the owner o f a natural area or a govern-

Capital letters indicate new material added to existing staltltes; dashes through words indicate 
deletions from cxisti11g st a/lites and such material not part of act . 
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ment age ncy having ownership or co ntrol thereof with the department and 
accepted by the department in the process of the designation of a natural 
area as provided in sec tion >6-10- 10:-i . 

(2) ··council". me;:ins the natural ;:i reas council created by sec tion 
36-10-106 within the department of natural resources . 

(3) ""Department'" me ans the department of natural resources . 
(4) ··oesignated natural area"' means a natural area which 1s form ally 

designated under the provi sio ns of this article. 
(5) '"Director"' means the executive director of the department of natural 

resources. 
(6) ··Natural area"' me ans a physical and biological area which either 

retains or has ree stablished its natural character. although it need not be 
completel y undisturbed. and which typifies nat ive vegetation and assoc iated 
biological and geological fe atures or provides habitat for r:ire or endangered 
animal or plant species or include s geologic or other natural features of sc ien-
tific or educational value . 

(7) ··Program·· means the statewide Colorado natural areas program 
established by thi s article . 

(8) '"Registry·· means the list of natural areas inventoried by the depart-
ment. 

(9) ··system·· means those natural areas designated under the provisions 
of this article for which articles of designation have been accepted . 

36-10-10-t Colorado natural areas program. (I) There is hereby estab-
lished a statewide Colorado natural areas program to implement the intent 
and provi sions of this art icle . The program shall be administered by the 
department with the adv ice of the natural areas council. 

(2) The program sha ll identify and protect certai n natural· areas in this 
state which pro vide. among other benefits. the following benefits : 

(a) Serve as examples of the native condition in studies relating to air. 
water. and soil qu ali ty and habitat productivity: 

(b) Serve as reso urce materi al from which new knowledge may be derived 
and as a re se rvoi r cf genetic material which has present anJ future value 
to scientific inquiry: 

(c) Provide habitat for rare or endangered animal or plant species : 

(d) Serve as outdoor classrooms and laboratories for scientific study by 
students of all ages : or 

(e) Serve as areas of natural beauty . inspiration. and diversity which meet 
mankind ' s spiritual and ae::.thetic needs :.rnd which enrich the meaning and 
enjoym ent of hum an life . 

36-10-105. Powers and duties of the department. (I) (a) The department. 
through its direct or. shall admin ister the program in accordance with the 
provisions of chis article. wirh the ad vice and approval of the council. and 
shall have the fo llowi ng additional powers and duties : 

·~·-
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(I ) To establish a systematic inventory of natural areas of the state and 
maintai n a regi stry of such natural areas; 

(II ) To estahlish criteri a hy which inventoried natural areas can be evalu-
ated and selected for formal inclusion in the system; 

( Ill ) To rromulgate rules for the de signation of natural areas and for the 
development of plans for the management and use of designated natural 
areas: 

(I VJ To seek and ar prove the de signation of natural areas under the 
provisions of section 3fl- I 0-1 OX: and. when necessa ry. to acquire by gift. 
devise. or gra nt the fee or other interest in real property or accept. under 
the provisions of sec tion 3fl- I 0-1 O~ . the designation of real propert y for inclu-
sion in the sys tem: except that the department shali not have the power of 
eminent domain for such purposes and . that the department shall. promptly . 
after acquisition of said interest. convey the same to such agency or depart-
ment of the state or its pol itical subdi visions as it may select in agreement 
with such age ncy or department. attaching such conditions as it deems neces-
sary . 

(V) To encourage and oversee scientific research and educational use of 
the designated natural areas: to conduct or encourage conduction of interpret-
ive program s and to establish and disseminate information and recommenda-
tions pertaining to the system and other natural areas; 

(V I) To ad mini ster and enforce the provision of this article and rules and 
regulations adopted pursuant thereto . including the provisio ns of the articles 
of a designated natural area: except that the department shall have no regula-
tory jurisdiction over lands or interests therein which are not part of the 
system; 

(V II ) To cooperate and contract with any federal. state . or local govern-
mental age ncy. educational institution. private organization or individual for 
the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this article; 

(V lll ) To publish and submit to the governor every three years , or more 
often as it deems neces sary . a report on the status and condition of each 
designated natural area and each natural area in the registry; and 

(IX) To accep t and disburse moneys and grants made available to the 
department under the provision s of any federal law for the purposes of this 
article . 

(h) It shall not be a permitted function of the department under this article 
to m.ike or pursue direct or indirect objection or opposition before any gov-
erning body to any ap plication fo r development of private lands which have 
not bee n made subj ect to articles of de~ignation under sectio n 36-10-108. 

J6-JO.J06. Colorado natural areas council. ( I) · There is hereby created 
the Colorado natur;.il areas council as a part of the office of the executive 
director l) f the dera rtment. The council shall advise the department on the 
admi ni st rati on of the program and shall approve the designat ion of natural 
areas by the departme nt. 

(2l The council shall consist of the following seven members: One 
member eac h from the membership of the hoard of parks and outdoor recrea-
tion. the wildlife commission. and the state board of land comm1ss1oners 

....... -·· ~. < • 
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appointed hy their respective board or commission for three-year term s 
beginning Ju ly I. 1977 . aml four mem be rs appointed hy the governor who 
shall be "individua ls with substantial interest in the preservation of natural 
areas. 

(3) The members of the council firs t appointed by the governor shall be 
appointed for o rigi nal terms beginning Jul y I. 1977. as follows : One member 
each for ter ms ending on June 30 in each of the years 1978. 1979. 1980 . and 
1981. Annually there after. as the term of a member expires. hi s succe sso r 
shall be ap pointed hy the governor to serve for a term of four years . com-
mencing on July I. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as original 
appointment s for the balance of the unexpired term. All members of the 
council shall be resident s of the state of Colorado. and no member appointed 
by the governor shall se rve longer than two successive terms . 

(4) The council shall. by majority vote of all members . elect its chairman 
from among the members appointed by the governor at it s first meeting in 
Jul y 1977 . a:id the council shall elect its chairman from among such appointed 
members biannually thereafter. A simple majority of the council membership 
shall constitute a quorum for the tran saction of business . 

(5) Members of the council shall receive no compensation for their service 
on the council but shall be reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred in 
the performance of their duties. 

(6) The council created by this section shall exercise its powers and per-
form its duties and function s as if transferred by a type 2 transfer to the 
department. 

(7) The council shall hold at least one regular meeting in each quarter 
of each calendar year and shall keep a record of its proceeding. which shall 
be open to the public for inspection. Special meetings may be called by the 
chairman and shall be called by him upon written request therefor signed 
by two or more members . A written notice of the time and place of each 
meeting shall be sent to each member. 

(8) The department shal l furnish clerical. technical. legal. and other ser-
vices required by the council in the performance of its official duties . 

36-10-107. Duties of the council. (I) The council shall have the follow-
ing powers and duties : 

(a) To establish procedures for the conduct of council business: 
(b) To review and make recommendations regarding the inventory and 

registry of natural areas: 
(c) To review and make recommendations on the department's criteria 

for and selection of natural areas to be included in the system; 
(d) To advise the department of the promulgation of rules for the desig-

nation. management. protection. and use of designated natural areas; 
(e) To seek and approve the de signation of natural areas by the depart-

ment as part of the sys tem as pro vided in section 36-10-108; 

(f) To review and make recommendations regarding scientific re search, 
educational use. interpretivt: programs , and public information pertaining to 
designated natural areas: 
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(g) To re view and make recommendations regarding the negotiation and 
enforf.f_ment of the articles of a designated natural area; 

(h) To ad vi<;e the department on the. disbursement of funds for the pur-
poses of this article: and 

fi) To re,·ie w and make recommendations on departmental reports made 
to the governor on the status of the program. 

.36-10-108. Designation of a natural area. (I) A natural area which has 
heen fnund hy the department. pursuant to its criteria. to be desirable for 
inclusion within the system shall become a de signated natural area when arti-
cles of design:.ition have heen filed wi th the department hy the owner of the 
land or hy a gL1ve rnmental agency hav ing ov.:nership or control of the land, 
:ind such articles have been accepted by the department with the advice and 
ap proval of the council. 

(2) Article s of de signatio n filed with the department under the provisions 
of subsection (I) of this section shall: 

(a)__Constitute a management agreement for the designated area; 

(b) Contain a purpose clause defining the attributes which are the basis 
for the area· s designation: 

(c) Define the re spective rights and duties of the owner and the depart-
ment; 

(d) Contain provisions relating to management. development, use. public 
access . sale. or transfer of the area; 

(e) -Provide procedures to be applied in case of any violation of such arti-
cles; and 

(f) Contain such other prov1s1ons as may be necessary or advisable to 
carry out the purposes of this article. which shall include the r.ecognition of 
reversionary rights if less than fee simple title has been acquired. 

(3) The department may. with the approval or upon the request of any 
owner of an interest therein and with the approval of the council. amend 
the articles of a designated natural area. 

(4) A notice of the designation shall he certified by the department to 
the county clerk and recorder in the county or counties in which the desig-
nated natural area is located for filing in the sa me manner as any document 
affec ting real property. 

J~fo-109. Effect of article - rights of property owners - water 
rights. (I) Not hing in thi s artic le shal l be construed as: 

(a) - Bimini shing the rights of owners of property as provided in the con-
~titution of this sta te or in the constitution of the United States; 

(h) Modifying or amending existing la\\' s or court decrees with respect 
Ill the determination or administration of water rights . 

.36- IO- I IO. Public entities urged to enrnurage designation of natural 
areas. State age ncie s . count ie s. municip:.ilitics. institutions of higher edu-
cation. and all other entities and inst itutions of the state and its political sub-
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divisions are empowered and· urged to recommend to the department natural 
areas within their jurisdictions for inclusion in the sys te m. In addition. all 
such publ ic entities shall cooperate with the department for the purpose of 
carrying out the provisions of thi s article. 

36-10-111. Periodic evaluation to be made by department. The department 
shall make an evaluation of each designated natural area every three years . 
or more often as it deems necessary. to determine whether it is be ing adminis-
tered in accordance with the conditions and provisions of the article s of 
designation. If such conditions and provisions are not continuing to be _met . 
the department may remove the area from the system. 

36-10-112. Supplemental protection. The provisions of this article shall 
supplement and not replace or otherwise affect any existing protective status 
a designated natural area may have under any other law. 

36-10-113. Legislath·e review. The council shall be terminated on Jul y I. 
1984. unless the general assembly votes to renew the legislative mandate of 
this article. Absent a vote to renew this article. the council shall cease all 
operations within a twelve-month period after July I. 1983 . 

Section 2. 24-1-124. Colorado Revised Statutes 1973. as amended . is 
amended BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SUBSECTIO]\: to read: 

24-1-124. Department of natural resources - creation - divisions 
of. (5) The department of natural resources shall include the natural areas 
council, created by article 10 of title 36. C.R.S. 1973. Said council shall exer-
cise its powers and perform its duties and functions as if transferred by a 
type 2 transfer to the department of natural resources. 

Section 3. Appropriation. There is hereby appropriated . to the depart-
ment of natural resources, for the fiscal year commencing July I. 1977. for 
the implementation of this act. the sum of thirty-eight thousand twenty-four 
dollars ($38.024), or so much thereof as may be necessary . of which amount, 
nineteen thousand five hundred thirty-seven dollars ($19,537) shall be from 
the general fund and eighteen thousand four hundred eighty-seven dollars 
($18,487) shall be from federal funds. 

Section 4. Safety clause. The general assembly hereb y finds, determines, 
and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public peace. health , and safety. 

Approved: July I , 1977 
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Offi ce of Vice President for Finance 

TO: Tom Borden 

FROM: Dave McClintock 

SUBJECT: Owl Canyon Pinon Grove 

cfu 
Colorado State University 
Fort Coll ins . Colorado 
80523 

October 23, 1978 

Attached is a copy of the carry-in Board agenda item on this subject 
together with the Articles of Designation making it a State Natural Area 
and the draft agreement between CSU and the State Land Board. The latter 
agreement is still subject to review by the State Land Board so if you 
have problems with any part of it you might wish to connnunicate them to 
Joe Goldhannner at his Denver office (1-839-3611). 

The Natural Areas Council seems to be particularly interested in 
seeing some kind of program steering committee established for the Grove. 
I know of the following individuals who have expressed an interest in the 
Grove: 

I • 

v Dick Ward (Botany) 
~Gil Fechner (Forest and Wood Sciences) 
vRalph Dix (Botany) 
vWayne Brewer (Zoology and Entomology) 

Liz Morris (Anthropology) 
Frank Hawksworth (~) \\l\~ i=; ~ 1, ~" -. · '·· c,· 

1..--Howard Alden (Recreation Resources) 

Howard Alden has also just been appointed to the Natural Resources Council. 

DLM:es 

Attachment 
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Approved 

MATTERS FOR ACTION: 

Lease: Owl Canvon Pinon Grove 

RECONMENDED ACTION: 

MOVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board be and are authorized 

to enter into a lease with the State Board of Land Commissioners for the 

Owl Canyon Pinon Grove located in Section 36, TlON, R70W of the 6th P.M. 

EXPLANATION: 

. , 
\. 

The property contains a unique population of two needle pinon pine trees 
which represent the northeastern extremity of the tree's range. It has 
long served as the site of University research and teaching programs in 
ecology, botany, zoology~ and archeology. The site had been leased out 
for limestone exploitation but, due to the joint efforts of University 
.faculty, the State Department of Natural Resources, and the Natural Areas 
Council, has been designated by the State Board of Land Commissioners .as 
a State Natural Area. (Articles of Designation attached.) 

. . 
The site is to be leased to Colorado State University (draft attached) 
and managed by the Colorado State Forest Service in accordance with the 
Art.icles of Designation. The draft lease has been approved by J. M. 
Goldhammer but is subject to further review by the Board of Land Commis-
sioners staff. The Board may require an annual lease payment of grazing 
fee proportions (approximately $50 per year). It is requested that the 
President and Secretary of the Board be authorized to sign the lease in 
its final form for the University • 
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' SITE EVALUATION FORM 

COLORADO NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Classification type p rant camm 11ni ty/spec;i 2 1 pl aut• Est. acreage l Ol 

Location: USGS 7. 5 I Quad Iivennorp T/R/S,,. l0"'' n 'OTT C' ')6 6PM • ... , *" >W > <1QC o "' , 

Latitude 40° 45 " Longitude _ ..... 1 ..... 0._5._0 _ 
II 

Colorado County Format Series Map/Coordinates ---------------
Description (map attached): Twenty f jye miles north of Fort Callins an 

Hi hwa 285 
Pr imary attributes: Northeasternmost stand on Pinyon Pine in the wo rl d. 

-------------------------------E~evation _____ __ 

Part A. Owner contact 

Owner's name: State Board of Land Commissio ner s 
----------------~ 

Address: 1313 Sb rman Room 718, Denver CO 80203 __________ ___._ ____ _ 
Phone: 839-3454 -----------------
Contact: Ms. Rowena Rogers -----------=-----

Part B. Biologic and Physical Criteria 

1. Knowledge: General description of area including known attributes and 

documentation: __ F,l;..Q.a.r~t~b~e~s~t ........ u~o~r~t~b~~~a~s~t~e-r~n...._m........_o~s~t_..s~t~a~n~d.___,_o~f--::P=i~n~1=1s':-':!e~d~1~1l~i=s:--_..A~r~e~a..___ 
is also of arcbeolog j ca l interest & scien ti f ic int erest llsed a s 
botany classroom by C.S.U. a pd is aesthetically, sc enically plea s ing 
Ingleside limestone outcrop. 

2. Representation: To wha t degree is this type area represented on regis try 

or in system? one of first added to Registry 

3. Disturbance: Describe present and past land use of site with attention 

to degree of human disturbance . Limestone quarrying since 1924; mining 
rights r ecen tly removed ; remaining grove remains relatively undisturbed. 

4 . Si ze and buffer: Is the size and potentially avai lable buffer adequate 
to protect key elements? needs additional protec tion on north end. 

Only feasible extension. 



, 
5. Quality: 

Ecologic factors: 
a. Characteristic of an ecologic type or types Pinyon Pine Plant Community 

b. Relatively stable, e.g. climax, community Pinyon Pine 

c. Illustrates succession or restoration -----------------
d. Habitat s upporting endangered, rare, endemic, or restricted species 

e. A relict flora or fauna ------------------------
f. Seasonal animal concentrations, e.g. migration routes 

-------~ 

g. Evidence illustrating important scientific discoveries --------

h. Species at extremities of their range_~P~i~n~v~o~n._..P~i~n~e.._ ________ ~ 

i. Species with unique anatomical, physiological and behavioral 

adaptations -------------------------------
j. Study site for the biology of a particular species or taxonomic 

group Pinyon Pine 

k. Well-developed, diverse, or unusual community structure -------

Non-ecologic factors: 

a . Outstanding geologic formations 
-------------------~ 

b. Significant fossil evidence ----------------------
c. Scenic grandeur, high aesthetic value, or unusual features ------

d. Classic research and/or educational functions -------------
e . 0th er Archeological digs supervised by State Historic Preservation Officer 

6. Use: Describe potential use of area for scientific, interpretive, scenic 
purposes: __ s_c_i_e_n_t_i_'E_i_c_n_a_t_u_r_a_l_a_r_e_a_f_o_r_u_s_e_b~y.__p,__e_rm_i_s_s_i_o_n_o_n_l~y.__ _____ _ 

7. Further reference: Pertinent letter from Land Board files; application for 
mi ning and reclamation permit ; newspaper releases; thesis by C.W. Wright; 

thesis by Joyce Ann Quinn; grant proposal by R.J. Burgess to Colorado 
Historical Society 

Date completed: January 12, 1979 By: Carse P11stmnel l er 
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OFFICE MEMO 
TO: Tom Ostermann Date March 19, 1985 

FROM: Ray Mehaffey \(°I \M...J.-0~/ 
SUBJECT: Owl Canyon Pinyan Grove 

~: I received a call from Don Benson of the Division of Wildlife. 
They received a donation of 317 acres from a Mrs. Brackenbury. 
The land adjoins the Pinyan Grove at Owl Canyon. 

The DOW plans area to turn the property over to the Colorado Nat-
ural Areas Council via a 99 year lease arrangement. The NAC 
assumes that the CSFS will "manage" the property along with Owl 
Canyon. 

Don was asking questions about "our" policy for hunting at the 
Pinyan Grove. I could not answer them since I have not received 
the infonnation on Owl Canyon and Pingree Park that I requested 
several weeks ago. Would you please send me the folder (or a 
copy) on Owl Canyon. What does it cost in time and money to admin-
ister the Natural Area? Do we attend NAC meetings or do they have 
regularly scheduled meetings? 

I am to get with Roy Brown of DOW sometime after April 20th to 
discuss/look at the situation. Do you wish to participate? 

RLMkrp 

Note: Don Benson 482-6575 



TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

REMARKS: 

Ray Mehaffey O A•I 

Bi 11 wi icox lo vv 

OFFICE MEMO 
Date November 30, 1984 

Pingree Park and Owl Canyon 

Please assume responsibility for the forest management of Pingree Park 
and Owl Canyon Natural Area previously assigned to Terry Beeson by 
Tom Borden. 

I checked briefly in the correspondence files to see if a detailed list 
of responsibilities specific to these properties could be found and was 
unsuccessful in locating anything. Therefore you will have to ferret 
out for yourself all the background correspondence, management plans, 
and record of activities. Terry Beeson and Tom Ostermann would be glad 
to help you get up to speed on these properties and acquaint you with 
any additional responsibilities that I have overlooked. 

vJRW :MG 
attachment 

cc: Terry Beeson 
Tom Ostermann 
Jim Hubbard 
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STATE OF COLORADO 
Oivi5ion of P1rk5 & Outdoor Recrution 
Color1do Niiu•<ll Areu Progr1m 

1313 Sherman Street, Rm. 618 
Denver, Colorado 80203 
Phone (303) 866-34 3 7 

-tc:.~ 

October 7, 1988 ~ 

OCT 241988 

' 
~ 

Mr. Jim Hubbard, State Forester 
Colorado State Forest Service 
Colorado State University 

FT. COLLI NS DISTRICT Roy Romer 
Governor 

Ft. Collins, Colorado 80523 DF 
ADF 

Ron G. Holliday 
D irecto r 

David W . Kuntz 

Mr. Walt Graul, Regional Supervisor FOR 
Colorado Division of Wildlife 

Program Admin ist rator 

317 West Prospect Street SEC 
Ft. Collins, Colorado 80526 OED 

Dear~~ T_s_1_--::_ 
I updated the ~o;a~o-Natural Areas Council at its September 

meeting in Meeker on the current situation at the Owl Canyon Pinyon Grove 
Natural Area and the Division of Wildlife's Brackenbur.y property. The 
following summary captures the essence of the Council discussion. 

.. 

o Retain Natural Areas Designation for Brackenbury Property 

0 

The Council reconmended retaining the entire Brackenbury 
property (north and south of U.S. 287) in the designated 
Colorado Natural Area. The Council determined that the 
Brackenbury property provides a valuable buffer for the main 
part of the pinyon grove, in addition to the good quality 
grassland (north portion) and the archeological value and 
pinyon trees on the property. The Council supported the 
development of educational and interpretive uses for the 
Brackenbury property, although it was unwilling to specify how 
that development might be accomplished. 

Revise and Update Owl Canyon Management Plan 

The Council supported revising and updating the Owl Canyon 
Management Plan to include the Brackenbury property and to 
address current management issues. The Council indicated that 
it was satisfied with Colorado State Forest Service management 
oversight for OWl Canyon, although it recommended improving and 
strengthening the efficiency of the access permit process. The 
Council directed Program staff to coordinate with the Division 
of Wildlife and State Forest Service to complete the management 
plan. As part of that process I will request an opinion from 
the State Archeologist regarding the significance and condition 
of the Folsom site. 



o Cont1nue to Perm1t Publ1c Access by State Forest Serv1ce 

The Counc11 determ1ned that more 1nformat1on was needed before 
1t cou_ld make a reco1m1endat1on on the pub11c access 1ssue . The 
Counc11 d1rected Program staff to evaluate pub11c access dur1ng 
the rev1s1on of the Owl Canyon Management Plan. The Counc11 
1nd1cated that controlled pub11c access 1s des1rable w1th1n the 
constra1nts of ex1st1ng and future land uses on the Brackenbury 
property. Counc11 reco1m1ended cont1nu1ng the perm1t system 

·used by the State Forest Serv1ce. 

Counc11 act1on d1d not spec1f1cally address the quest1on of 
reta1n1ng the Brackenbury property 1n pub11c ownersh1p . I am assum1ng 
that the Counc11 supports reta1n1ng the Brackenbury property 1n publ1c 
ownersh1p, s1nce the Counc11 supported reta1n1ng the Colorado Natural 1 '1., .-, ,..... 14'.i' ~7;, o ~ 
Area des1gnat1on for the property. The Counc11 br1efly d1scussed the [s·~(~ ... ,i··:;~ ..... l..A-1 

poss1b11Hy of the Colorado 01v1s1on of Parks assum1ng management ~::..:. ~, ,..·,1 ~ 1 • 1• ~ ..... 
respons1b11Hy for Owl Canyon . The Counc11 dec1ded to waH unt11 the Owl -1-~u~. P-'--
Canyon management plan 1s rev1sed before recorrmend1ng a change 1n agency 
management. 

All of the 1nterested part1es agree on the des1rab111ty of rev1s1ng 
the Owl Canyon Management Plan . I w111 work w1th you on sett1ng a 
meet1ng date to beg1n that process and to prepare a rev1sed draft of the 
management plan for that meet1ng . 

Thanks very much for your help and w1111ngness to resolve the 
management 1ssues at Owl Canyon. I w111 be 1n touch $OOn and look 
forward to gett1ng together w1th you. Be sure to let me know 1f loose 
ends rema1n on th1s end regard1ng reconvnendat1ons from the Natural Areas 
Counc11. 

OWK:ll:2730A 

cc: John W1lkes, SLB 
Ron Holl1day, DPOR 

.. 

Natural Areas Program 
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BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS 
620 Centennial Building 
1313 Sherman St., Denver, Colorado 80203 
(303) 866-3454 

OCTOBER 12, 1989 

COLORADO BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 
CSU - 202 ADMINISTRATION BLDG. 
FT ~ · COLLINS, ·· CO. 80523 

NOV 21 1 R9 

?. "3> 7-0 0<--1 c ....... ..., •• 

STATE OF COLORADO 

50461 

Department of Natural Resources 

Commissioners 

ROBERT R. MAILANDER 
JOHNS. WILKES Ill 

FT. COLLINS DISTRICT NOTICE OF PAYMENT DUE 
ANNUAL BILLING 

OF 
AO-:: 

s ' ACRES 

lOT 

- -------

FOR LEASE NUMBER: S-39468 (~\ C..WigM f>iw~ ~~ 
THIS PAYMENT IS DUE ON OR~EFORE: 11/12/89 

USE 

OTHER $ 

ANNUAL RENTAL $ 
BOND l?REMIUM 

TOTAL DUE $ 

TOTAL AVERAGE RATE/ACRE 

9.00 1.00 PER YEAR 

9.00 

9.00 

PLEASE NOTE BILLING IS FOR 11/3/89 THRU 11/3/98 - THE FULL TERM OF 
LEASE 

INTEREST ASSESSMENT AND PENALTY ON DELINQUENT PAYMENTS SHALL BE BASED 
ON THE TERMS OF THE CONTRACT OR STATE STATUTE WHICHEVER IS APPLICABLE. 

IF YOU WI~H A COPY OF OUR REC.EI PT, PLEASE SEND A STAMPED, SELF-
ADDRESS-ED "ENVELOPE WITH YOUR PAYMENT. MAKE CHECK(S) PAYABLE TO 
STATE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS. *RETURN ONE COPY OF THIS 
INVOICE* WITH PAYMENT TO THE STATE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS, 
1313 SHERMAN ST., ROOM 620, DENVER, CO 80203 

ANTHONY SABATINI 
Administrator 

LR. LADWIG 
Minerals Director 

RUTH J. KARY 
Deputy Register 



: . _.,_ 

STATE OF COLORADO 
Board of Land Commissioners 

Date: September 27. 1989 

Board Order No . 89-281 Re : Lease S-39468 

cc: Lease S-39468 

Remarks: 

At the regular meeting of September 27, 1989 , the Board set the 
rental on Lease S-39468, held by the State Board of Agriculture 
for the use and benefit of Colorado State University, to $1 . 00 per 
year for the full term of the lease--not to be adjusted . 

Minutes 9-27-89 
mlp 

OCT 31989 

STATE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS 

OC1 1 ~ 1989 

VICE PRESIDU·i·i· FOR 
ADMINISTRATION 
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COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY 
OFFICE OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

Date: I~ -.a.5""-~i 

To: j~s~;~~o. 
FROM: ~ ~ .e-s.,sc_l 

D For your disposition 

~or your information 

0 For your files 

D Please note and return 

D Please reply 

0 Please sign and return 

Notes 



STATE OF COLORADO 
. Roy Romer, Governor 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

Perry D. Olson, Director 
6060 Broadway 
Denver, Colorado 80216 
Telephone: (303) 297-1192 

Raymond L. Mehaffey 
CSFS Ft. Collins District 
Colorado State University 
Foothills Build i ng #1052 
Ft. Collins, CO 80521 

Dear Mr. Mehaffey; 

2 3 ; o 

REFER TO: 

February 1, 1990 

Th is letter is to serve as authorization for your office to issue 
permits for access to the Brackenberry State Wildlife Area. Please 
administer those permits according to the guidelines currently in 
place for the Owl Canyon Pinyon Grove Natural Area. 

This authorization is in effect until the completion of a new 
management plan for the Natural Area. 

Thank you fo r your assistance with these permits . 

F1 
DF 
Ar 
IC'( 

·~ .. ... 

l r 

JN [ ':., r. 
~ 

~ 

Respectfully yours, 

Walt Graul 
Regional Manager 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, Hamlet J. Barry, Executive Director 

? 

WILDLIFE COMMISSION, George VanDenBerg, Chairman • Robert L. Freidenberger, Vice Chairman • William R. Hegberg, Secretary 
Eldon W. Cooper, Member • Rebecca L. Frank, Member • Dennis Luttrell, Member • Gene B. Peterson, Member • Larry M. Wright, Member 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

January 24, 1990 

District Foresters and Area Foresters 

Tom Ostermann {~ 
SUBJECT: Natural Areas Program 

Attached is a brochure on Colorado's Natural Areas program. 
It is set up to "manage" unique areas for the benefit of the 
unique resource. 

There are not very many of these on private property; 
however, there may be unique areas that are deserving of 
natural area status on private ground. If an area is 
designated a natural area, the landowner may be able to gain 
some tax advantages through the granting of a conservation 
easement to a state agency. This does not eliminate the 
benefits of ownership or limit management work on the 
property. It can be managed in such a way as to enhance 
the "unique" aspect of the area. 

Potential natural areas should be considered in the 
stewardship program on your district. 

paw 

Attachment 
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rE LEGACY 
Colorado is a natural crossroads-a place where the coming together of 
geographic and geologic forces creates natural. breathtaking splendor. 
Only 200 years ago, explorers passed through Colorado to find gold, 
secure territory, follow rivers and chart western routes. Escalante, 
Pike, Fremont, Long, Powell , King and Hayden mapped and recorded the 
Colorado frontier: the eastern shortgrass prairies, the mountain back-
bone. the rugged plateaus and the slickrock canyons . 

Much has changed on the Colorado landscape during the past century. 
The scouring and filling of wind, water and sand has been dramatically 
accelerated by human settlement and development. "Native" Colorado-
the Colorado before European settlement-is disappearing . Native plants 
have been replaced with more aggressive European varieties . Non-
native fish, birds and mammals have altered the entire complexion of 
the state. 

But remnants and relicts of native Colorado still remain, protected by 
rugged terrain, time and stewardship of Colorado's citizens. These areas 
are part of Colorado's natural heritage, protected for the benefit and 
enjoyment of present and future generations. Colorado Natural Areas 
protect the best examples of the state's natural features : unique 
geologic features, undisturbed examples of Colorado's biological 
communities, and the places where rare or endangered plants and 
animals live. 

"Do something natural 
... native Colo 
depends on yo '' 

0 



THE COLORADO NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM: I H w ITWORK? 
PROTECTION OF RARE NATURAL FEATURES 

Established in 1977 by the Colorado Legislature, the Natural Areas 
Program protects and preserves special, rare and threatened natural 
features in Colorado through a statewide system of designated natural 
areas. Natural areas are protected by voluntary cooperative agreements 
with landowners. Although some natural areas are on public land, the 
state does not need to own a property for it to be designated as a 
Colorado Natural Area. 

MANAGEMENT OF NATURAL AREAS 

Private landowners or public land-management agencies retain all rights 
and management responsibilities on Colorado Natural Areas. The Natural 
Areas. Program assists in monitoring rare natural features and in 
developing management plans for these unique features. 

IDENTIFICATION OF NATURAL AREAS 

Natural areas are identified by a comprehens ive statewide inventory of 
significant natural features . Proposed natural areas must meet specific 
scientific criteria . These include having relicts of plants and animals left 
over from the last ice age of 10,000 years ago, significant fossil 
evidence such as dinosaur bones, or a location where a rare plant or 
animal is found . Areas that meet the scientific criteria can qualify for 
consideration by the Colorado Natural Areas Council , a citizens' advisory 
group appointed by the governor. 

BENEFITS FROM PROTECTING COLORADO'S 
NATURAL HERITAGE 

EDUCATION AND NATURE STUDY 

Most of the Colorado Natural Areas are open year-round for the use 
and enjoyment of Colorado's citizens and visitors. Educational use by 
Colorado's colleges and universities is encouraged. Natural areas are 
also used by school children of all ages to study natural communities 
and to unlock the secrets of life around them. 

MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE FOR LANDOWNERS 

" olorado is a 
crossro d " 

ral 
Landowners and public agencies that have rare natural features on their 
property receive management assistance from the Natural Areas 
Program. Monitoring, protecting and restoring rare natural features are 
important parts of the assistance provided to landowners . 

TAX BENEFITS FOR COOPERATING PRIVATE LANDOWNERS 

Landowners can receive tax benefits if their property is designated as a 
Colorado Natural Area . Conservation easements for designated state 

I natural areas are accepted by the Colorado Department of Natural 
Resources or private land conservation groups. Property owners receive 
financial benefits from donating property to the State of Colorado for 

"' the purpose of conserving rare natural resources. 

NATURAL RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 

Development of Colorado's timber, mineral and recreational resources is 
guided by information on rare species and unique natural features in the 
Color;;ido Natural Areas Inventory . 

W HAT ARE COLORADO NATURAL AREAS? 

Scenic geologic features and critical wildlife habitat are protected at 
Roxborough and Mueller state parks . Scientifically significant fossils are 
protected at Research Natural Areas on Bureau of Land Management 
property at Fruita, Rabbit Valley and Kremmling. Endangered plants are 
protected on public and private lands in Jackson County, Mesa County 
and Boulder County. The U.S. Forest Service, in cooperation with the 
Colorado Department of Natural Resources, is protecting habitat of the 
threatened lesser prairie chicken on the Comanche National Grassland. 
Bonny Prairie, a remnant of a once widespread shortgrass prairie, is 
protected at Bonny State Recreation Area . 

These areas and many more preserve the natural legacy and beauty of 
Colorado. 

" .. a place where 
geographic and geo-
logic force create 
natural, breathtaking 
splendor. " 



February 1, 1989 

Purpose 

OWL CANYON PINON GROVE 
DRAFT REVISED MANAGEMENT PLAN 

DRAFT 

The Owl Canyon Pinon Grove was designated a Colorado Natural Area in 
1978. Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Natural Area consisted of 240 acres of 
privately owned land (J. Evan and Catherine Roberts - owners) and 101 
acres of state land (State Board of Land Commissioners) until 1985 when 
317 acres of state land (Division of Wildlife - Brackenbury Property) was 
added to the existing natural area: The revised management plan wi ll 
consider the entire 658 acres as a single management unit. 

Owl Canyon Pinon Grove has been the focus of scientific research and 
education for more than SO years as an example of one of the largest, 
oldest and most northerly extensions of pinon stands along the Rocky 
Mountain front. The natural area encompasses a good quality native 
shortgrass prairie, one of the earliest known Folsom sites (National 
Register of Historic Landmarks), an area continually used by raptors and 
scientifically important geologic features. 

It is the desire of the state and private landowners and 
participating land management agencies to continue to protect and manage 
Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Natural Area to ensure the maintenance and 
enhancement of the significant natural values for present and future 
generations. 

Management Area 

The Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Natural Area, being primarily in Sections 
25, 26, 35 and 36 in Township lON; Range 70W, in Larimer County, is 
described specifically in Appendix A: 

The Owl Canyon Pinon Grove is located on a rough hogback 
approximately 12 miles northwest of Fort Collins. The pinon trees grow 
on a rare exposure of marine limestone; a thin stratum of the Ingleside 
formation resulting from a shallow inland sea that covered this area 
approximately 250 million years ago (see Appendix ). The grove 
extends for almost 2 miles along the hogback; an open forest on the 
southern end with ponderosa pine; Rocky Mountain juniper and mountain 
mahogoney and ending abruptly on the north end as the ridge drops into 
the North Poudre River. 

The drier, treeless slopes beneath the ridge on the south side 
(Brackenbury Property) contain a good quality short and mixed grass 
prairie with Stipa comata (needle and thread grass), Agropyron smithii 
(Western wheat grass), Andropogon scoparius (little bluestem) and 
Bouteloua gracilis (blue grama grass) as the dominant grasses. 

Page 1 of S pages 



Fifty-seven species of vertebrates are reported from the Owl Canyon 
Pinon Grove (Beidleman, 1953). Human habitation at the Owl Canyon Pinon 
Grove dates from approximately 5,000 B:c: with evidence that Indians were 
in the area by 900 A.D. during the Plains-Woodland period. Charcoal 
samples have shown that Indians from this period used pinon for firewood, 
indicating that pinon trees may have predated Indian occupancy. 

1he Colorado State Forest Service managed the property from 
1978-1988 under the terms of a lease agreement between the State Board of 
Land Commissioners and Colorado State University. Access to the property 
was controlled by permit issued by the State Forest Service. 

Landowners 

State Board of Land Commissioners 
1313 Sherman Street, Room 620 
Denver, Colorado 80203 

J. Evan and Catherine Roberts 
Livermore, Colorado 80536 

Colorado Division of Wildlife 
31 7 IVest Prospect Street . 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80516 

Managing Agency(ies) 

Colorado Division of Parks 
1313 Sherman Street, Room 618 
Denver, Colorado ·80203 

Colorado State Forest Service 
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80523 

Authority 

Authority for managing Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Natural Area is found 
in the enabling legislation for the Colorado Natural Areas Program 
(C.R.S. 33-33-101 et seq.), Division of Wildlife (C.R.S. ), 
and Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (C.R.S. 33-10-101 et seq.). 
1his management plan is prepared in agreement between the Colorado State 
Board of Land Commissioners, Colorado State University, Colorado Division 
of Wildlife, Colorado Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, Colorado 
Natural Areas Program and J. Evan and Catherine Roberts. 

Goals and Objectives 

Management goals and objectives for Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Natural 
Area are: 

Page 2 of 5 pages 



1. >1aintain the pi non grove for scientific research and 
educational purposes and limited public visitation. 

2. Permit non-destructive scientific research and educational 
activities. 

3. State Historical Preservation Office will conduct/review 
archeological survey: 

4. Limit human activities which will or may adversely affect 
natural processes. 

5. Ensure that public/user safety is maintained during active 
limestone mining operations and that no public safet y hazards 
exist after mining operations have ceased. 

6. 
;::r1 ~flu-.. Monitor biological processes and trends to determine quality " IL.~ i::J 

and condition of pinons and associated vegetation. Y\ 

7. Adjust management as necessary upon recommendations of 
cooperating state agencies (CSU~ DOW, DPOR) and landowners to 
enhance long-term protection of pinon trees. 

MANAGIMENT 

Responsible Agency 

Colorado State Forest Service/Colorado Division of Parks will be 
responsible for day-to-day management of Owl Canyon Pinon Grove 
Natural Area and enforcement of permit procedures. 

Management Committee 

A standing management committee to provide oversight to the Owl 
Canyon Pinon Grove Natural Area will consist of representatives of 

~ the Colorado Division of Parks, Colorado State Forest Service, 
'.(j / ' Colorado Division of Wildlife~ Colorado Board of Land Commissioners, 

, 1 c,if~ v Colorado State Historic Preservation Office, Colorado Lien Company 
1 .• Ci • v (or. current state minerals lessee) and J. Evan and Catherine Roberts 

Z1 ) (private landowners) . . The management committee will be chaired by 
the appointed representative of the agency responsible for managing 
Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Natural Area and will meet at least once 
annually by March 1. 

Public Access 

1. Public access will be by permit only. Permits will be issued 
by the Colorado State Forest Service/ Colorado Division of Parks 
for approved scientific research and educational purposes. 
Appendices D and E of the Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Management 
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Plan are the Application for Use Permit and Permit for Use. 
Interpretive and boundary signs will indicate permits are 
required to access the property: 

PUBLIC ACCESS ON BRACKENBURY POSSIBLE--(BOB SCHURGER) 

2. Access to the Owl Canyon Pinon Grove is on the state land 
right-of-way to the mining facility currently operating under 
state leasel:>y Colorado Lien Company. Vehicles are restricted 
to existing roads and to areas determined by the managing 
agencies. All permittees and visitors must stop at the mining 
headquarters to inform company officials of the length and 
location of their visit. Access to the Brackenbury (DOW) 
property will be restricted to foot traffic only from the state 
land access until such time that mining operations cease and 
the management agency determines that conditions are safe for 
alternate and/or increased public access. 

3. Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Natural Area is not open to the public 
for casual use. 

Research and Educational Uses 

1. 

2. Requests for collecting materials or species will be reviewed 
on a case-by-case basis by the permitting agency at the time of 
permit application process: 

3. Permitted educational activities: Guided tours may be approved 
by permit from management agency -- Colorado State Forest 
Service/Colorado Division of Parks. 

Vegetation Monitoring and Management 

Vegetation monitoring and management will be the responsibility of 
the Colorado Natural Areas Program, Colorado State Forest Service 
and Colorado State University. Annual assessments of the condition 
of the pinon trees and the associated vegetation and recommendations 
for management alternatives will be made and reported by December 1 
to the Owl Canyon management committee. 

Only materials to be removed will be samples under collecting 
permit. Invasive procedures of management can occur to maintain 
integrity of pinyon grove with approval by managing agencies. Fire __ 
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control~ will be developed by the Colorado State Forest Service in 
~tion with local fire control agencies. 

Wildlife Monitoring and Management 

=W..,..i_l.,....d_l .,...if_e_m_,a ... n-=-a~e ..... m,,,_e..,..n...,.t_an_d.,..--,m.-o_n_i_t....,o_r....,.i_n __ w_i-;;"l_l _b_e--::t_h_e-=-r-=e_s~o .... n_s_i b=--i 1_1_· t~_o_f_t_h_e v 
Di vision of Wildlife wit assistance from the Colorado State ~~~ :....._ 12--~.-r_,...-. 
University. Recommendations for management alternatives will be 
made as necessary. 

Mining 

Limestone mining operations will continue for valid existing rights 
under special use and reclamation permits issued by Larimer County 
and the Colorado Division of Mined Land Reclamation and with 
Wildlife Commission approval: ihe management agency will continue 
to work with the mining operator to ensure that public safety is 
maintained and that the pinon grove is protected. 

Interpretation · 

Interpretive signing and highway pullout designs will be the 
responsibility of the Colorado Natural Areas Program in cooperation 
with the managing agency, Colorado Division of Parks/Colorado State 
Forest Service, and the Colorado Department of Highways. The 
Colorado Division of Parks, Colorado Division of Wildlife, Colorado 
State Forest Service and Colorado Board of Land Commissioners will 
review the need, location and content of interpretive sign(s) and 
boi.indary signs. Interpretive signs will be erected either at the 
state land access point to Owl Canyon or on the Brackenbury property 
on a turnout off of U.s: Highway 287: Boundary signs will be the 
responsibility of the Colorado Division of Parks/Colorado Division 
of Wildlife. 

Management Funding Sources 

Mana ement activities for Owl Can on Pinon Grove will be funded out 
of existing budgets for the Colora o Division of Parks, Colora o 
Natural Areas Program, Colorado Division of Wildlife, and Colorado 
State Forest Service (forest and watershed funds). 

Bibliography 

Tiie Colorado Natural Areas Pro ram will maintain and u date a 
research bibliography relate iological studies on Owl Canyon 
Pinon Grove. 

l 954B :ddm: 0114 
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EXHIBIT A 
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DATE: June 4, 1990 

TO: Jim Hubbard 

FROM: Ray Mehaffey 

SUBJECT: Meeting of 5/25/90 -- Owl Canyon/Brackenberry 

A surmnary of this meeting follows: 

Those attending: Walt Graul and Lisa Evans--DOW; Bob and Matt 
Shurger--Colorado Lien Co.; Dave Kuntz and Joe Maurier--Division 
of Parks; and Brian Geils--Native Plant Society. 

Plants of Colorado Lien Co . : 
--Will soon start mining Section 36 west of Pinon Grove. 
--No mining planned in Section 35 for at least 5-10 years. 
--Brackenberry property: no plan to ever do anyting. Only 

need is for access road to Roberts Guarry in Section 26. 
The DOW has issued (1989) a temporary access permit for 
15 years for this purpose. 

--Only current activity is in Sections 1 and 36. 
--They want to run water pipeline to Section 1 from Section 

25 dam (where 25 is on map) for dust suppression. 

Other uses: 
--Al Hodson grazes cattle on grass of Section 36 lease. 
--101 acres of mineral rights are reserved to State for Pinon 

Grove. 

Discussion: 

--DOW (Walt Graul) wants to transfer Brackenberry property to Div. 
of Parks since the management objectives are not in his depart-
ment's mission. This is permitted by donation conditions of 
Brackenberry. 

--CSFS (Ray Mehaffey) would agree to transfer management of Owl Canyon 
to Div. of Parks. CSFS would remain as advisor for management of 
pinon and for fire. Need to get Larimer County Emergency Service 
involved with fire suppression plan for both tracts. This would 
be to keep out heavy equipment and construct firelines in accord 
with management objectives. 

--Parks (Dave Kuntz & Joe Maurier) needs to discuss internally and 
reach decision on accepting property. Will need to charge fees 
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for permit to pay for administrative costs. Will likely accept. 
Parks will contact Nature Conservancy to see if they might be 
interested in managing property for Parks. Phantom Canyon manager 
is close by. 

--DOW - Bruce Mccloskey has told Walt that he is to get this resolved 
soon. "It is not a DOW property." Either transfer to Parks or 
give back to Brackenberry. 

Action: 

--CSFS will continue issuing permits on both properties until DOW 
transfers Brackenberry property. 

--Walt (DOW) will write letter to Parks ASAP and state they they 
want out of property and recommend transfer to Parks. 

--Parks will make formal recommendation after receipt of Walt's letter. 

--Decision will be made by 8/1/90 on what will happen to both properties 
and will include a Final Draft of the Management Plan. 

RLMkrp 

Attachment: Draft of Management Plan prepared 2/1/89. 
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COLORADO NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM 
COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF COLORADO 
OWL CANYON PINYON GROVE NATURAL AREA (Colorado Division of Wildlife) 

ARTICLES OF DESIGNATION 

These ARTICLES OF DESIGNATION, made this __ _ day of , 1985, by -----
and between the COLORADO NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM, COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES, 1313 Sherman Street, Room 718, Denver, Colorado 80203, hereinafter 

the Department, and the Colorado Division of Wildlife, hereinafter referred to 

as the DOW. 

WHEREAS, the DOW owns and manages certain 1 ands total 1 i ng 317 acres as 

described in Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, 

and kno~m as the Owl Canyon Pinyon Grove Natural Area (DOW) situated in the 

County of Larimer, State of Colorado, hereinafter the Property; and 

WHEREAS, the DOW has declared that the best use of the Property is that it 

be preserved and protected as a natural area in accordance with existing 

Articles of Designation for the Owl Canyon Pinyon Grove Natural Area; and 

WHEREAS, the Department is authorized to conduct and administer the 

provisions of the Colorado Natural Areas Act (C.R.S. 1973, 36-10-101, et~.) 

which established within the Department the Colorado Natural Areas Program, 

hereinafter the Program, and the Colorado Natural Areas Council, hereinafter 

the Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Department has determined, pursuant to its criteria, that the 

Property is a natural area and that it v-wuld be desirable to include the 

Property within the Natural Areas System as a designated State Natural Area; 

and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the attributes of the Property, the Property 

provides one or more of the benefits described in C.R.S. 1973, 36-10-104(2); 

and 



WHEREAS, the existing Owl Canyon Pinyon Grove Natural Area, which is 

adjacent to said Property, is owned by the State Board of Land Commissioners 

( l 0 l a c re s ) a n d J . E v a n a n d Ca t h e r i n e A . Robe rt s ( 2 4 O a c re s ) and i s ma n a g e d by 

Colorado State University. 

NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby agreed that: 

l. Designation of Property as a Natural Area. Upon fil1ng of these 

Articles of Designation with, and acr.eptance of same by the 

Department, with the advice and approval of the Council, the Property 

described in Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein by 

reference, shall become a designated natural area and thereby shall 

become part of the Colorado Natural Areas System. Said designated 

natural area shall be known as the Owl Canyon Pinyon Grove Natural 

Area (DOW). 

2. Purpose of Designation. The Department has determined, upon 

recommendation by the Council, that the Property qualifies as a 

natural area to be included in the Colorado Natural Areas System due 

to the following: 

a. The Property contains a disjunct population of Pinus edulis (two 

needle pinyon) which is at the northeastern extremity of its 

range; and 

b. The Property serves as a study site (historic, present, and 

future) for the biology of Pinus edulis and its associated 

habitat; and 

c . The Property contains populations of plant species which are of 

special interest, including uncommon xerophytic ferns such as 

Pallaea atropurpurea; and 

d. The Property contains important archaeological sites. 
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As a result of these attributes, the Property provides, among other 

benefits, the following benefits: 

a. It serves as an example of the native condition in studies 

relating to air, water and soil quality, and habitat productivity; 

b. It serves as resource material from which ne~-1 knowledge may be 

derived and as a reservoir of genetic material which has present 

and future value to scientific inquiry; 

c. It provides habitat for rare plant species; 

d. It serves as an outdoor classroom and laboratory for scientific 

study by students of all ages; and 

e. It serves as an area of natural diversity which enriches the 

meaning and enjoyment of human life. 

3. Rights and Duties of the Department. The Department shal 1 1 i st the 

Property as a designated natural area of the Colorado Natural Areas 

System and shall provide the DOW with a Certificate of Designation and 

a signed copy of the Articles of Designation indicating said 

designation. This designation evidences the desire of the Department 

that the Property be protected from impacts adversely affecting the 

attributes for which the Property is designated. 

a. Access. The degree of access granted to the Property will be 

addressed by the management pl an described in Paragraph 4. Such 

granted access must be consistent with and promote the purposes of 

this Agreement. 

b. Inspection. The Department shall have the right to inspect the 

Property from time to time to confirm that it is being used solely 

for the purposes stated in Paragraph 4. 

4. Rights and Du ti es of the DOW. The DOW shall assure that the Property 

remains solely as a natural 

aesthetic purposes, and shall 

area for scientific, educational, 

keep the Property entirely in 

and 

its 

natural state subject to the management provisions set forth in the 

comprehensive management pl an prepared by the Colorado State Forest 

-3-



Service for the Owl Canyon Pinyon Grove Natural Area in its entirety. 

The Property shall be managed by the State Forest Service, which shall 

amend and update the existing management plan, which shall be 

submitted to the Department for approval wHhi n three months of the 

effective date of this agreement, and which, when approved, will be 

attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. All documents 

affecting the Property executed by the DOW subsequent to the date of 

this Agreement shall be subject to this Agreement, which shall be 

attached thereto and incorporated therein by reference. Except as so 

stated, the DOW may continue to exercise all of their rights and 

duties regarding the Property. 

5. Binding Effect. This Agreement shall run with the Property and be 

binding upon the parties hereto and upon any successors in interest to 

the Property. Any sale or transfer of the Property by the DOW shall 

be subject to this Agreement which shall be attached to any document 

of purchase or transfer and incorporated therein by reference. The 

purchaser or transferee shall succeed to the DOWs' rights and duties 

hereunder. 

6. Default. If either party reasonably believes that the other party is 

in default in any of its obligations under this Agreement, it may give 

the other party written notice of the alleged default. Promptly 

thereafter, the parties shall confer and make a good faith effort to 

correct the default and to resolve any difference of opinion which may 

exist as to the respective rights and du ti es under this Agreement. 

Default by the DOW may result in the removal of the Property from the 

Colorado Natural Areas System. 

7. If either party desires to terminate this Agreement, it shall so 

notify the other party and give said other party an opportunity to 

con f er regardi ng the reasons for termination. No 1 ess than 30 days 

after said initial notice, the notifying party may terminate this 

Agreement by notice to said other party. At the request of the DOW, 

fo 11 owing termination of this Agreement, the Department sha 11 execute 
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and deliver to the DOW a release of all Hs rights, tHle, and 

1nterest in the Property wh1ch may arise out of this Agreement. 

8. Notice. All notices to be given pursuant to this Agreement shall be 

in writ1ng and shall be sent postage prepaid by registered or 

certif1ed mail, return receipt requested, to the addresses first 

11sted above or to such other person or address as the party to be 

not if i e d ma y ha v e d e s i gnat e d p r i o r the r e t o by w r Ht en n o t i c e to t he 

other party. Any notice so mailed shall be effective upon receipt. 

9. Amendments. These Articles may be amended in writing by the parties 
hereto with approval of the Council . 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the 

day first written above. 

COLORADO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE 

James Ruch, Director 

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

David H. Getches, Executive Director 

APPROVED: 

COLORADO NATURAL AREAS COUNCIL 

Theodora Colborn, Chair 

APPROVED: 

Janet M. Miller, Deputy Attorney General 

- 5-



' I 
) 

.':.J>li llfJ. I 
. ( \_:I 

, ' 

0 

EXHIBIT A 

OWL CANYON PINYON GROVE NATURAL AREA 
(Division of Wildlife) 

Legal Description 

All of that portion of Section 35, Township 10 North, Range 70 West, of 
the 6th P.M., lying north and east of the County Road, being 317 acres, more 
or less. 
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S,(34 
MATTERS FOR ACTION: 

Lease: Owl Canyon Pinon Gr-ove 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

MOVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board be and are authorized 

to enter into a lease with the State Board of Land Commissioners for the 

Owl Canyon Pinon Grove located in Section 36, TlON, R70W of the 6th P.M. 

EXPLANATION: 

The property contains a unique population oi two needle pinon pine ~rees 
which represent the northeastern extremity of th~ tree's range. :a h3. '3 

long served as the site of University research and teaching ?rograms in 
ecology, botany, zoology, and archeology. The site had been leased out 
for limestone exploitation but, due to the joint efforts of University 
faculty, the State Department of Natural Resources, and the Natural Areas 
Council, has been designated by the State Board of Land Commissioners as 
a State Natural Area. (Articles of Designation attached.) 

The site is to be leased to Colorado State University (draft attached) 
and managed by the Colorado State Forest Service in accordance with the 
Articles of Designation. The draft lease has been approved by .J. M. 
Goldhammer but is subject to further review by the Board of Land Commis-
sioners staff. The Board may require an annual lease payment of grazing 
fee proportions (approximately $50 per year). It is requested that the 
President and Secretary of the Board be authorized to sign the lease in 
its final form for the University. 



NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM, DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF COLORADO 
OWL CANYON PI NYON GROVE NATURAL AREA 

ARTICLES OF DESIGNATION 

These ARTICLES OF DESIGNATION, made this ------ day of 

~----------' 1978, by and between the STATE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES, 1313 Sherman Street , Room 718, Denver, CO 80203, hereinafter 

;he Department and the STATE BO.~ OF I.A..~D COMMISSIONERS, 1313 Sherma n Street, 

Room 620, Denver, CO 80203, hereinafter the . Board. 

WHEREAS, the Board on behalf of the State of Colorado, controls and 

manages certain state owned lands, situate in the County of Larimer, State of 

Colorado, hereinafte r the Property; and 
.. 

WHEREAS, the Board declares that the highest and best use of the 

Property is that it be preserved and protected; and 

WHEREAS, the Department is authorized by the Colorado Natural Arens 

Act, C.R.S. 1973, 36-10-101, ~·, hereinafter the Act, to administer '' 

Colorado Natural Areas Program, hereinafter the Program; and 

WHEREAS, the A~t establishes a Natural Areas Council, hereinafter 

the Council, which advises the Department on the administration of the Program 

and which approves the designation of Natural Areas by the Department; and 

. . WHEREAS, the Department has determined, pursuant to its criteria, 

that the Property is a natural area which would be desirable to include within 

the Colorado Na tural Areas System as a designated Natural Area; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the attributes of the Property, the Property 

provides one or more of the benefits described in C.R.S. 1973, 36-10-104(1). 

NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby agreed that: 

1. Designation of Property as a Na tural Area. Upon filing of these 

Articles of Designation with, and the acceptance of same by, the Department, 

vith the advice and approval of the Council, the Property described in 

Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, shall become 

a designated scientific and interpretive natural area and thereby shall become 

part of the Colorado Natural Areas System. Said designated natural area shall 

be known as the Owl Canyon Pinyon Grove Natural Area. 
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2. Purpose of Designation. The Department has determined, upon 

recommendation by the Council, that the Property qualifies as a natural area 

to be included in the Colorado Natural Areas System due to the following: 

a. The Property contains a disjunct population of Pinus edulis 

(two needle pinyon) which is at the northeastern extremity 

of its range; and 

b. The Property serves as a study site, historic, present .and 

future, for the biology of Pinus edulis and its associated 

habitat; and 

c. The Property contains populations of plant spe~ies which are 

of special interest, including uncommon xerop.hytic ferns such 

.. as Pellaea atropurpurea . 

This particular property also contains a very important s·rt {)cf 

archeological sites which are clearly eligible for inclusion on the National 

and State Registersof Historic Places. 

As a result of these . attributes, the Property provides, among other 

benefits, the following benefits: 

a) It se·rves as an example of the native condition in studies 

relating to air, water, and soil quality and habitat productivity; 

b) It serves as resource material from which new jalowledge may be 

derived and as a reservoir of genetic material which has present 

and future value to scientific inquiry; 

c) It provides habitat for rare plant species; 

d) It serves as an outdoor classroom and laboratory for scientific 

study by students of all ages; and 

e) It serves as an area of natural diversity which enriches the 

meaning and enjoyment of human life. 

· ·· J. Rights and Duties of the Department. The Department shall list 

the Property as a designated natural area of the Colorado Natural Areas 

System and provide the Board with a Certificate indicating said designation. 

This designation evidences the desire of the Department that the Property be 

protected from impacts adversely affecting the attributes for which the 

Property is designated. 
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a. ~· The degree of access granted to the Property will 

be addressed by the management plan described in Paragraph 4. 

Such granted access must be consistent with and promote the 

purposes of this Agreement. 

b. Inspection. The Department shall have the right to inspect the 

Property fro~ ti~e to time to confirm that it is being used 

solely for the purposes stated in Paragr.aph 4. 

4. Rights and Duties of t he Board. The Board, through its Lessee, 

shall mainta i n the Property solely as a natural area, for scientific, 

educational and aesthetic purposes, and kee? the Pro?erty entirely in its 

natural state, excepting the undertaking of scientific research and estab-

lishme~t ~f such improvements as may be appro?riate to effectuate the fore-

going purposes without impairing the essential natural character. A 

comprehensive management plan will be prepared by the Board through its 

Lessee and submitted to the Department for approval within six months of 

the effective date of this agreement. The management of the Property 

shall be the responsibility of the Board through its Lessee pursuant to 

the policies and goals described in the management plan which, when 

approved, will be attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 

The Board shall notify the Department upon termination of or execution 

of any .lease or any other document granting a property interest in the 

Property. All documents affecting the Property executed by the Boar~ 

subsequent to the date of this Agreement shall be subject to this Agree-

ment, which shall be attached thereto and incorporated therein by 

reference. Except as so stated, the Board may continue to exercise all 

of its legally mandated righ ts and duties regarding the Property. 

S. Binding Effect. This Agreement shall be binding upon the 

parties hereto a nd upon any successors in interest to the Property. Any 

sale or transfer of the Property by the Board shall be subject to th i s 

Agreement which shall be attached to any document of purchase or transfer 

and incorporated therein by reference . The purchaser or transferee shall 

succeed to the Board's rights and duties hereunder. 
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6. Default. If any party reasonably believes that any other 

party is in default in any of its obligations under this Agreement, it may 

give any other party written notice of the alleged default. Promptly 

thereafter, the part i es ~hall confer and.make a good faith effort to correct 

the default and to resolve any difference of opinion which may exist as to 

the respective rights and duties under this Agreement. Default by the Board 

or its Lessee may result in the removal of the Property from the Colorado 

Natural Areas System. 

7. Termination. If any party desires to terminate this Agreement, 

it shall so notify any other party and give said other party (ies) an 

opportunity~to confer regarding t he reasons for termination. No less than 90 

days ·after said ini tial notice, the notifying party may terminate t his Agreement 

by notice to said other party (ies). At the Board's request, following termina-

tion of this Agreement, the Department shall execute and deliver to the Board 

a release of all its right, title, and interest in the Property arising out 

of this Agreement. 

8. Notice. All notices to be given pursuant to this Agreement 

shall be in writing and shall be sent postage prepaid by registered or certified 

mail, return receipt requested to the addresses first listed above or to such 

other person or address as the party to be notified may have designated prior 

thereto by written notice to the other party. Any not i ce so mailed shall be 

effective upon receipt. 

9. Amendments. Thes e Articles may be amended in writing by the 

parties hereto with approval of the Council. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the 

day first written above. 

STATE BOARD OF 
LAND COMMI SSIONERS 

STATE OF COLORADO 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

By~~~~~~~~~~---~~~ 
Harris D. Sherman 
Executive Director 

APPROVED: 

NATURAL AREAS COUNCIL 

By~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Sue Cannon 
Chairman 

APPROVED: 

Assistant Attorney General 

Attest: 
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PINON GROVE 

Legal Description 

EXHIBIT A 
Page l. of 2 

A parcel of land being located in the West One-half of the Northeast 
One-quarter (W/2 NE / 4), the Southeast One-quarter of the No rtheast 
One-quarter (SE / 4 NE/4), the East One-half of the Northwest One-
quarter (E / 2 NW/4), and the North One-half of the Southeast One-
quarter (N/2 SE /4 ) of. Section Thirty~six (Sec . 36), Township Ten 
North (T 10 N), Range Seventy West (R 70 W) of the Sixth Principal 
~ieridan (6th P.M.) in Larimer County, State of Colorado; 

Being more particularly described by metes and bounds as follows: 

Beginning at a point on the north boundary line of said Sec. 36, 
said point being the north one-quarter corner of said Sec. 36; 

Thence North 890 42' West along the north boundary a distance of 
450.0 feet to "Corner D"; 

Thence South 13° 58' East a distance of 3,448.0 feet to "Corner A"; 

Thence South 88° 39' East a distance of 403.0 feet to the centerline 
of railroad trackage ("Station A" of Right-of-way No. 515, Bk. 5); 

Thence continuing South 88° 39' East a distance of 590.0 feet to 
"Corner B"; 

Thence North 03° 09' West a distance of 3353.5 feet to a point on 
the north boundary line of Sec. 36, said point being "Corner C"; 

Thence North 89° 42 ' West along the . north boundary of said Sec. 36, 
a distance of 1190.0 feet to the point of beginning. 

Containing 101 acres more or less. 

EXCEPT, a rectangular parcel of land for purpos es of ingress, egress 
and maintenance which extends fifty (50) feet to the East, one hun-
dred (10~ feet to the Wes t, and one hundred (100) feet to the North 
of the Colorado and Southern Railroad Spur. 

Bearings based on the assumption that the railroad spur (Right-of Way 
1515, Bk 5) bears N 03° 21' E; North boundary assumed to be N 89° 
42' W per original G. L.O survey notes, dated January 21, 1878. 

This property is diagrammatically represented on the attached page 2. 
0 
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DRAFT 

LEASE OF STATE LANDS 

THIS LEASE made this ~~ day of ~~~~~~~· 1978, by 

and between the State of Colorado, BOARD of LAND COMMISSIONERS, 

hereinafter the Lessor, and the State of Colorado, Board of 

Agriculture for the use and benefit of COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY, 

hereinafter the Lessee. 

WHEREAS, the Lessor owns, controls and manages certain land 

situate in the County of Larimer, State of Colorado, to wit: 

T. 10 N. , R. 70 W., 6th P.M~, Sec . 36; and . 
WHEREAS, a Pinon Grove occupies a portion of said land; and 

'WHEREAS, t he Lessor has entered into Articles of Designation 

by document signed on ~~~~~~~~~~~' 1978 with the State 

of Colorado, Department of Natural Resources whereby said Pinon 

Grove has been designated a scientific and interpretative natural 

area to be known as the Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Natural Area; and 

WHEREAS, the Lessor desires that the Pinon Grove Area be 

managed consisten t with the purposes for which said area was desig-

nated a natural area; and 

WHEREAS, the Lessee desires and has the nessary resources to 

manage said area for said purposes as part of its educational 

training program; and 

WHEREAS, the Lessee recognizes and desires to maintain the 

uniqueness of the Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Natural Area. 

NOW THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the covenants below , 

it is hereby agreed that : 

1. The Lessor shall lease the Pinon Grove Area to the Lessee 

for the purposes set forth in the Articles of Designation 

pertaining to said area. Said Articles, which include a 

legal description of the Pinon Grove Area, are attached 

"hereto as Exhibit 1 and incorporated herein by reference. · 

2. This lease is subject to all the terms and conditions of 

the above-referenced Articles of Designation. Pursuant 

to said Articles, the ·Lessee shall prepare ·a comprehensive 

Management plan which shall at least address the following: 

~he access to the Pinon Grove Area, measures taken to as-

sure that access will only be as intended, scientific 

• • •. • . ~ • • • .• .. • . •• •• . • ,, . _. • . ~~.~, ----- - ..... ~· ......_.ty..._,, · · · - ~--- - · - - ~-~-~--- ., ~· - • 
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research to be undertaken on said area, interpretative 

use of the area, improvements proposed for said area, and 

any other matter which will affect the natural state of 

the area. Said plan shall be submitted to the Lessor and 

the Department of Natural Resources by no later than 

for approval. 

3. During the term of this lease the Lessor shall not sell, 

lease, or grant rights-of-way across the leased premises 

unless said action would not substantially interfere with 

the purposes for which this lease was executed. 

4. The Lessee may use water produced on the leased premises. 

However, the Lessor retains ownership to all water rights 

established thereon or with respect thereto . Any adjudica-

tion of such water rights shal-1 be in the name of the Lessor. 

5. This lease is only for the purposes set forth herein. In 

the event the Lessee uses or attempts to use said lease 

for any other purposes, without the Lessor's written con-

sent, this Lease shall automatically terminate and all 

rights and privileges granted hereunder shall automatically 

revert to the Lessor. 

6. This lease shall remain in full force and effect unless 

and until the Articles of Designation are terminated or the 

L~ssee defaults. In either event, the Lessor may elect 

to terminate this lease with ninety (90) day's prior 

written notice to the Lessee. This lease may be terminated 

by the Lessee at any time with ninety (90) days prior writ-

ten notice to the Lessor. 

7. If this lease is terminated, the Lessee shall vacate the 

premises on or before the effective date of termination 

and shall remove all equipment, materials, improvements 

and the like placed thereon. Any equipment, materials, 

improvements and the like remaining on the property after 

the termination date shall automatically bec.ome the 

property of the. Lessor. Upon termination, the area shall 

be restored to its condition prior to the execution of this 

lease. 
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8. This lease is personal in nature and shall not be 

assigned or subleased. 

STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 

Presiden t 

Attest : 
_S_e_c_r_e_t_a_r_y~~~~~~ 

• & 

(Seal) 

STATE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS 

President 

Register 

Engineer 

• 
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OCT 2 4 1;1c-

TO: Tom Borden, Director 
Colorado State J?rest Service 

FROM' A. R. Chamber~~! 
SUBJECT: Owl Canyon Pinon Grove 

Col o rad o State University 
~ art Cc;\1111~ :::::-:.. 1"'1"'ao:i 
8052" 

October 23, 19 78 

Various members of the University faculty and staff have been negotia t ing 
with the State Land Board and with the Natural Areas Council t o ob t ain 
University management control of the Owl Canyon Pinon Grove. This gr ove 
of trees, of considerable research programmatic interest to a number of 
our departments, was originally included in a tract of land leased to 
Holly Sugar for cement mining. Holly Sugar has now agreed to relinquish 
its rights to the tract of land containing the pinon trees and the Sta t e 
Land Board has agreed to name the area a state natural area under t he 
management jurisdiction of Colorado State University . 

In accordance with my memo to you dated June 12, 1978, I hereby des i gna t e 
the Colorado State Forest Service to administer, manage and protect the 
Owl Canyon Pinon Grove in cooperation with other interested Univer sity 
departments. Th~ fin.al .. coi;itract be.tween t he State Land Board and the 
State Board or·Agric.uJ_ture is expected to contain a clause requiring t he 
ufil.Y..frsity t~ p~es~nt a ~~nagement plan within six months of contr act 
.~_i_g!}_i_ng-. · - 'We have had some indications that Governor Lamm may wish t o 
come to CS U to participate in a ceremony commemorating this a gre ement 
sometime between now and the first week of November . 

cc: M. A. Binkley 
J. R. Hehn 
D. L. McClintock 
J. R. Bennett 
J . M. Hughes 
E. T. Petrone 



Office of Vice President for Finance 

TO: Tom Borden 

FROM: Dave McClintock 

SUBJECT: Owl Canyon Pinon Grove 

Colorado State U n1ver5i!y 
For Coll.n s Col')r'":J 
80523 

October 23, 1978 

Attached is a copy of the carry-in Board agenda item on this sub ject 
together with the Articles of Designation making it a State Nat ural Area 
and the draft agreement between CSU and the State Land Board. The latter 
agreement is still subject to review by the State Land Board so if yo u 
have problems with any part of it you might wish to corrununicat e them to 
Joe Goldhannner at his Denver office (1-839-3611) . 

The Na tural Areas Council seems to be particularly interested in 
seeing some kind of program steering committee established for the Gr ove . 
I know of the following individuals who have expressed an interest in the 
Grove: 

Dick Ward (Botany) 
Gil Fechner (Forest and Wood Sciences) 
Ralph Dix (Botany) 
Wayne Brewer (Zoology and Entomology) 
Liz Morris (Anthropology) 
Frank Hawksworth (Bo tany) 
Howard Alden (Recreation Resources) 

_,. Howard Alden has also just been appointed to the Natural Resources Council . 

DLM:es 

Attachment 



Approved 

MATTERS FOR ACTION: 

Lease: °"71 Canvon Pinon Grove 

RECO~~IENDED ACTION: 

MOVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board be and are authorized 

to enter into a lease with the State Board of Land Com;:;:iissioners for the 

Owl Canyon Pinon Grove located in Section 36, TlON, R70W of the 6th P.N. 

EXPLANATION: 

' 

The property contains a unique population of two needle pinon ?ine trees 
which represent the northeastern extreoity of the tree's range. It has 
long served as the site of University research and teaching programs in 
ecology, botany, zoology; and archeology. The site had been leased out 
for limestone e:q:iloitation but, due to the joint efforts of University 
.faculty, the State Department of Natural Resources, and the Natural Areas 
Council, has been designated by the State Board of Land Con:missioners as 
a State Natural Area. (Articles of Designation attached.) 

The site is to be leased to Colorado State University (draft attached) 
and managed by the Colorado State Forest Service in accordance with the 
Articles of Designation. The draft lease has been approved by J. ~. 

Goldhammer but is subject to further review by the Board of Land Comcis-
sioners staff. The Board may require an annual lease payment of grazing 
fee proportions (approximately $50 per year). It is requested that the 
President and Secretary of t he Board be authorized to sign the lease in 

,, its final form for the University. 



Ou 
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
80523 

November 3, 1978 

Please accept my sincere regrets that I am personally unable 

to attend the ceremonies this afternoon designating the Owl Canyon 

Pinon Grove as a State Natural Area . Due to previous commitments 

it was necessary for me to be on the University of Southern Colorado 

campus today. 

Colorado State University is pleased to have been designated 

as the agency to manage this State Natural Area . We believe the Owl 

Canyon Pinon Grove has a distinct value to the educational and 

research mission of the University as well as being of historic and 

scenic value to the people of Colorado. 

Although the actual management of this State Natural Area will 

be handled by the Colorado State Forest Service, one of the several 

divisions of Colorado State University, other segments of the University 

are expected to make use of the area for both research and class studies. 



2:15 p.m. 

~ : ~O p . m. 

2:25 p . m. 

2 : 30 p.m. 

. , . )'1 11.111. 

:2 : 40 p. Ill . 

2:45 p.m. 

2:50 p.m. 

AGENDA 

1 Cunyon Pinyan Grove Natural Arca 

November 3, 1978 

Introduction of Dignitaries 
and Wel come 

The State Land Board's Role 

The Colorado Natural Areas 
Program 

CSU' s Role 

Botanical Values of the Owl 
Canyon Area 

~rchcologi cal Values of the 
Owl Canyon Area 

The Overall Perspective 

Signing of the Articles of 
Designation : Owl Canyon 

Mexican Cut 

Refreshm nts 

Harris Shennan, Exec. Director 
Colorado Department of 
Natural Resources 

Rowena Rogers, 
Colorado State Board 

of Land Commissioners 

Sue cannon , Chairperson 
Colorado Natural Areas 
Council 

Torn Borden, 
Colorado State Forest 
Service 

Dr. Dieter Wilken, 
Department of Botany and 
Plant Pathology, CSU 

Marcia Tate, 
Office of the State 

Archeologist 

J . V.K. Wagar , Professor 
Emeritus , 

Department of Recreation 
Resources, CSU 

Optional tour to Grov - pnrticularly for pr ss 



STATE OF COLORADO 
COLORADO NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM 
Ocp..1: tment oi Ni! tural Resources 
1113 She rm an Stree! , Room 718 
De nver, Col o~ddo 802Qj 

Phone (303) 839-331 1 

To : Rowen3. Rogers, Tommy Neal , and William Clare 
State Board of Land Connnis sioners 

J . Evan and Catherine Roberts, Roberts~ Ran ch 

Thomas B. Borden and Terry Beeson , Colorado State Forest Servic e 

Neil Sradtmiller; Holly Sugar Corporation 

From : Carse Pus t mueller '--fJ 

Date : November 23, 1979 

Re : The Owl Canyon Pinyan Grove Management Plan 

Richard D. Lamm 
Governor 

Harris D . Sherman 
Executive Director 

C.arol ) . Pustmueller, Ph.D. 
Program DirKtor 

Attach ed for each of you is a signed copy of the Management Plan 
for t he Owl Canyon Pinyan Grove. We are v ery pleased that the efforts 
and cooperation of all of you have nade this product possible . Th e 
process is now established for the protec tion of the Owl Canyon Pinyan 
Crave. It identifies a procedure allowing access to those with a 
gerlU > .e interes t and appreciation for the grove. A special word of 
commendation is due to Terry Beeson, who is responsible for this 
management plan , and to Thomas Borden, head of the Colorado State 
Fores t Service. The Fores t Service wil l monitor the condition of t he 
gr ove , and maintain a r ecord of ac tivities conducted on it Neil 
Stadtmiller, of the Holly Sugar Corporation, has pledged that company% 
cooperation in the means of access , and has given time and effort 
unself ishly to this project. Finally , s ecial thanks must go to 
J . Evan and Ca therine Roberts, who f or years have sought a means o f 
procecting a nd preserving the grove , and t o the Sta te Board of Land 
Commissioners, both of which, by des i gnating properties under their 
ownership , have made a las ting contribution to the welfare , education, 
and enjo~nent of the people of Colorado. 

There a re a few changes in the management plan which we. would like 
to call to your a ttention. Some are relatively minor-~the acreage figure 
on page 1 now re fle c ts the addition of Robertst Ranch and certain appen-
dices which were not available at the time of the initial printing have 
now been included . The most signi f ican ~ changes are the inclusion of 
Holly Su;;ar Corporation and its operating contrac tor in matters relat ed 
to access and on the permit applica tion "ho1d harmless clause'' and the 
permi t itself . Originally the management plan read " the Colorado Lein 
Company , " wh ich is no longer acting as Holly Sugar's operating contractor 1 

t hough that company does continue to operate a grinding plant r,ear the 
natural a rea. 



Memorandum 
The Owl Canyon Pinyon Gr ov e Management Plan 
Page 2 

We would also like to reiterate that t h is management plan is no t 
wr it in stone ; r eview and revision i s anti c ipa ted by the Colorado State 
Forest Service. However, should any major changes i n operat i ng pr oce-
dure be ne ces sary , all signatories t o the plan will be notified f or their 
considera t ion and approval. 

Once a gain, thank you all for your cont r i bu t ions of time , r esources 
and personal effort to this projec t. 
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l . Area to be mana_g_ed: 

OWL CANYON PINON GROVE 

MA NAGEMENT PLA:.J 

The Owl Canyon Pinon Grove is described in Appendix A and consists of 

t wo pa rts, one part owned by the Sta t e Board of Land Commissioners, and one 

pa rt ovmed by J . Evan and Catherine Roberts. The approximate acreage to be 

m1naged is 341 acres . 

The Owl Canyon P~non Grove Natural Area i s known as the northeasternmost 

stand of pinon pine (Pi nus edulis) in North America . Considerable resE~rch 

on the grove has been carried out in the past in an attempt to discover its 

or igin , but no th eories presen ted have been conclusive . The pinon trees are 

quite old (200- 500 years); however, reproduction is wel l di spersed throughout 

t"ie stand. 

The pinon are of widely differing ages and vary in size from seedlings 

less than one i nch in di ameter to mature trees over 16 inch es in dia meter . 

Po~·c up ines, deer, coyotes, rabbits, several species of birds and insects 

and some squirrels inhabit the area either seasonall y or year round. Pinon 

provide food and shelter for these species. Biota in terac t continuall 1 and 

evidence of th is exists in dead and dying pinon killed by porcupine ;1:1d 

mountai n pine beetle . 

The grove is growing on a sandstone hog-back known as the Morris Jn 

formati on which is unde rlain by a deposit of limestone. Since the 1940~ . 

this li mestone has been quarried in parts of Section 36 to prr. wee r.voce:,; 

chemical s for t he re;ining of sugar beets . Ho ll y Su~ar Co r poration has 

been the main lessee for this limestone. 

Concern about the destructi on of the pinon gro •:e by c~ ·Jai-r/in9 ~·1:: ·J;;1. in 

l'.!~ iJ. r·:i- . and Mrs. J. Evan Roberts, long-time ran:: n0rs in the Lberr.:ore area . 



have consistently promoted the protection and mana gement of the grove as a 

natural area. Other groups have also shown interest in and suppo rt for ore-

servat i on of the pinon grove. 

Off-s i te activities associated with limestone quar ryi ng may al so be 

affecting the grove and careful monitoring of these activ i t ies i s necess ary 

to assure minimal impact~ on natural processes. 

The grove is of significant archeological interest. One developed arche-

ol ogical site exists on the area and others ha ve been located by the State 

Arc heologi st. (A Folsom point find was made several years ago in an area 

adjacent to the grove i n Section 35. This locati on is not a pa r t of t he 

cu r rentiy designated natural area.) 

2 . Landowners: 

State Board of Land Commi ssioners 
1313 Sherman St., Room 620 
Den ver, Colorado· 80203 
839-3453 

J. Evans and Catherine Roberts 
Livermore, Colorado 80536 

3 . Managing Agency: 

Colorado State Forest Service 
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80523 

Authority for Manag~ment Function: 

That part of the Pinon Grove mmed by the State Board of Land Commis s iom~ rs 

and described in Appendix B, has been leased to Col orado State Univers ity (csu; . 
which in turn has designated the Colo rado State Fo rest Service to man~~e ! ~ e 

area. {Appendix B includes the Lease of State Lands and t he Art i cles of 
Designation for the State Land in the Natural Area.) 

That part of th e Pinon Grove owned by J. Eva n and Catheri ne Roberts , ~ ; 

agreement with the owners, will also be managed by tne Col ora do State Fo re s ~ 

c: . _.e rv 1 ce . 



IL 

]_ 

]_ 

] __ 

]_ 

]_ 

]._ 

]_ 

]_ 

]_ 
-, - --

]_ 

J_ 

This plan is prepared in agreement with the lease between t he Co lorado 

State Board of Land Commissioners and CSU, and pursua nt to the !,rticlr.s o ~ 

3 

Designation for the Owl Canyon Pinon Grove (Roberts' Ranch ) between the Col orc.do 

ilepartment of Natura l Resources and J . [van and Cathe r ine Hober t s . (r11 pe ndi x 

c). 

4. Duration of Management Agreement: 

The management agreement shall remain in effect unless the Artic l es of 

Desi gnation for either of t he two named parts are termina ted, or CSU, as t he 

lessee of the portion owned by the State Board of Land Commissioners , defaults . 

The plan will, however, be continual ly revi ewed and updated. It shal l al so 

be flexible in nature t o provide for contingencies. 

5. Purpose of Management: 

The Owl Canyon Pinon Grove Natural Area, with the addition of the Roberts' 

Ranch area, wiil be managed for scientific research an d educatio nal purposes. 

Consistent with these purposes, it is the policy of the Colorado Stcte Fo rest 

Servi ce and the Colorado Natural Areas Council to eval uate and limit any 

human activity that might interfere with the processes of nature. 

6. Mana gement Goals: 

1. To protect the area from excessive human activity and to l~ mit use of 

the area to scientifi c research and educational activities. 

2. To observe processes of nature occurring on the area and to centralize doc u-

mentation of research activities in readily retrievable form. 

3. To monitor scientific and educational acti viti es on t he grove. 

4. To monitor the physical condition of the grove. 

7. Specific Management Activities: 

A. To_ protect the area from excess ·ive human acti vity and to : i~~~..!_use of_ 

the area to scientific research and ed ucational activ ities . 
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In order to insure that the property is being used for the purposes 

intended, a permi t to conduct research or interpretive tours will be 

required . A sample permit is attached (see Append ix D). The permit 

request is to be filed with the Colorado State Forest Service, Colorado 

State University, Fort Collins, at least one week in advance of the date 

requested for a site visi t . The permit request will be revi ewed by CSFS 

for possib le conflicting uses. Other departments may be called upon to 

provide information on suitability of the intended use , and CSFS will con-

sult with Holly Sugar Corporation or its operating contractor prior to 

granting the permit. To obtain access to the Owl Canyon Pinon Grove, the 

approved permit must be presented to the Holly Sugar Corporation or· its oper-

ating contractor at the office at the entrance to the grove. These permits 

may be granted to any individual or group for a specified number of visits 

or for a specified period of time as l ong as the intended use meets the 

intended purpose of management. A log of permit requests and approved 

permits shall be mainta ined continuously. 

Access to the area wil l be by non-motorized means except on es t ab l ished 

roa ds where vehicles wi ll be allowed. Failure to use the area as specified 

in the permit will result in permit cancellation. 

No improvements on the Owl Canyon Pinon Grove are planned at this ti me . 

Should the Holly Sugar Corporation cease operations or should high demand 

for access to the area develop, improvements such as fencing may be required. 

It is anticipated that by limiting access to scienti fic and i nterpretive 

purposes, li ttering and refuse will be minimized. 

B. To observe processes of nature occurr ing on the area and to centralize 
documentation of research activities in readily retrievab le form. 

Researchers shall be required to file an annual progress report describing 

the results of their research being conducted on the Pinon Grove. In addition, 

resea rchers will be requested to provide the Colorado State Forest Service 
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v1ith a copy of the final report or research fi r.d in~s derived fror.i v/Or k Lit the 

Pinon Grove. 

C. To monitor scientific and educational act ivities on the Grove . 

A review of the activities on the Grove will be conducted annually by the 

Colorado State Forest Service. A written report will be presented to t he State 

Land Board, J. Evan and Catherine Roberts, the Colorado Natural Ar·ea3 Proyram, 

and interested CSU departments. 

0. To monitor the physical condttion of the Pinon Grove. 

CSFS will make periodic inspec tions (at least semiannu all y) to the grove 

to determine the Grove's condition. A report on the condition will be preparEd 

annually as a part of C above. 

8. Personnel required to carry out these respo nsib ilities: 

.1 FTE for administrative purposes is the anticipated need a~ this time. 

Should additional requirements be needed, CSFS wil l revi se this p1a~ and 

present requests for funding in normal budgeting processes . No additional 

opera ting or capital requirements are foreseen for FY 1980 . 

Forest and Watershed funds (.1 FTE) to be administered by the Co loracic 

State Forest Service. 
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Limiting and monitoring human activity to uses consistent with the 

scientific and educational purposes is the main objective of a management 

plan for the Owl Canyon Pinon Grove. CSrS hopes to contribute to scientific 

re search an d to provide a service for the State Boa rd of L3nd Co~~ issioners 

and the Colorado Nat ural Areas Program through the imp lementation of this 

plan. 

Holly Sugar Co rpo ration Date 

rJMol~, /?~wd.L~ 
Coloradoatural Areas Program 

Date 

Date 
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APPENDIX A 

OWL CANYON PINON GROVE 

NATURAL ARE.A. 

; 

--,,'-.... 
.____ . --... __ -4.~ 

~- '-.__-.. 

~- :::::::-.'-:----

. • • ..l' ~· 

,.,;:..,· 

,' ..-· 
I 

( -

+ 

--. 

(.• 
-C 
I-

I 
' I 

Spr 



II 

] 

] 

] 
... 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

J 

:PPENDIX B 

,[:; - -3b 7 7 9 
L.E.A.S! OF STAIT L.\~8S 

'rd ! S LEAS~ i:.ade t h is 3rd day of 19i8, by a:i:! 

be::;;een the Sta te of Colorado, BOARD of J..A.\'D C:·~ISSIOS:?..S, here:.naf: e :: 

the Lesso~, a~d the S:ate c: C~loradot BoJrd o: Ag~!c~::~ ~ e f~~ t~e use 

iind bene::.:: cf COLORADO Sr.>:r: L"XIVE?.SITY , h erei.::c. : :er ::he Lessee . 

l.11iERE.AS, the Lesser o·.c.s , controls a::.d i:..1::.at;es c er: a:...: laod :;i.:c.:a~e 

in the County of Lari.::ier, State of Colorad o , t o ·.ric: :. 10 ~. , a. -o ~ .. 

Sch P.~ . t Se~~ 36 ; a~d 

\wn:ER.EJ...S, a ?i:ion Gruvt? occ:.ipies a portio:i o: sa:!.. i .:.. anci; a:id 

1'.'li.Eil.Z .. AS, tile Le ssor ha.; entered ir. : o Articles o: ) es:.;:D:ion b:: 

docu:nent signed on Sove::be r 3, 19i8 ~-:.. : ~ c:-.e 5 ::.a~e c : 

the CNl Cc.::.yca ?::.non Grove ~fa:'-!ral A:'ea; anc 

~-dE:2...~, t he Les5or Cesires that t he P inc~ Gcove Area ~e caca g 2~ 

area; and 

\..'EE!l.EAS , the Lessee ca.sires and has the ne::essary resvu::-ces : o i:.a ::zge 

Gaid area for said purposes as part of its educa :i.ot:.al tra:.::i::. g pr og~~~ ; a :id 

i;..~R.E..,.;,s , t !'l -e Less ee reo: ogn!.ze s a:id des.i=es co =z.:.::.:a:...:: tr:.e '-! :! i.~:.:e :: ~ss 

of the 0-.;l Caoyo:'l Pi.non C:ov e ~;atu ra :. A=aa. 

NCW r:~.z?c:?Oi\E, for ac~ i:l consideration o: ~ he ccv ena:'l :s be:.o~, is 

l. The l es s or shal: l ease c:ie Pi:!o':l Gr=ve ~..rea : o t~e Lessee f o-: ~_ ::·..:c3-

tional purposes a:ld fo~ pur?oses se: fo rth i:'l :he A::::i.~les of Jesig~~=~cn 

pertaini.n5 to said area. Sa id Mticles, •.-hich include a le;al des •.:r'..?~io :l o: 

the Pi~on Gr ove t..::ea, are 3tt3~hcd ~ereto as Ex~i~i t , ar.= ~~co=?cra :e~ ~er ~ ~~ 

by refereac e . 

.~ ) 
~r.cqRQ.EP - ·- /"'·- .. 
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8. If this lease is te!"!Diaated, the 1.essee s h;;l.!. vaca~e the ~ r emises 

on or before the e!"fective date of ter.ii.-iatioo a:id shall re.::: 0·1e all cq~ipoen t. 

mat e r:!.als, uprove::ieots and the like placed t her e o:i . A., y e :;i.:ipr::e:it, mater::..J:s, 

i:.prove::iencs and : he like re=aining on the propert y afte = : te te:::inac~~n ciate 

sh.all au tor::.atically becooe t he property of t he Les so r . U;io:i te:~ir...:.tio:i, the 

area shall !:le rest~re d to its condition ;ir::.or to the ex:?c1.: ~ io n .J !" t his leas e . 

9 . This L ;. ase is pe::scnal in na t u re a nd shall not ':le assig:ie:::'. or s:..:;-

leased. 

~i dn 
Attest: 'cl..'"'-'-' \ \}'.)~ 

{ \ Secretary 
v 

(Se al) 

-3-

..... ) -----
. · ·<~ --, ~~~. ::--., \,\ ""\ 

?res::.de:it 

( Se a : ) 



:; .\T URlJ.. AKL A::i ~?.OG?_.,_~. ~:::? ,;;z::-.r:-n OF S.!.7:.:~ :i..::so;;R::::s 
s: . .:.. :::: Or CO!..O?--GO 
o·.:-w C.!...\'l Q~; ? l~;'fON G~OV'E SA7;J'K.'.l. AREA 

ARTICLES OF O<:S lGNA7IO:< 

il;:SOUP.C<:S, lJ!.3 Sher:ia:-: S~:ee: , ?.oo~ 719, De::ver, CO 30203, here:..:-.af:e: 

Roe:: 620, ;)e:-:·1e:-, CO 00203, ·~e:-e!.o:af:e:- ~he 3car:! . 

·"'- - , c. ~ - s . 

:~a: 

--.. · 
~·-

?age l of S ?•ses 



·1 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

... 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

reco~e:1c:!~ti o:i bj' ::he Co u:'l~il , ~~.le: cl·.e ?rcpert;: qt..;.J.: :.. : ias as a :-.a tur ~l .J.:· :- ..i 

to b~ included i~ t he C~ lo~&do ~ ~ cural Areas Syste~ due tc ~ h ~ f o l lc~! ~ g: 

a. 7he ?rope r:/ : ont a !.ns a d~sj u nc: ;: o pul.i:i : n o f r :.'.": _;; ~::l ·~! 12 

( cwo needle ?inyc n) which is ac che nor:~!asce:n excre=icy 

o[ its ra~g~; and 

b. The Proper~y serves as a s:ud ~ s~ te , h1s:o=1c, prese~t an~ 

liabi: ac; anc 

as ?ellaea a :~o~e r? t:r e3 , 

.J.Cd St:: t...: Re;:. .; :: e :-s o : r..:. s cc~ i c ? ~ a ce 5 . 

;, ) 

and future value cc scienti~ic i~q~i=y; 

c) I t provides h~~itac :o~ ~arc p!a~:. :~ccies; 

c!) !t se=ves as a~ ou : doc~ cla3sro~~ ~n~ l a :or~:~rv ! o= s ci ~~:!!~: 

stud y by s:udencs o~ all ages; and 

e ) lt serv es as a~ a~ea of natu~al diversi:y ~h 1ch e~:ic h es the 

mcani~g a~d enj oytr.ent o:"' human )_if e. 

). 

th~ Prope:t y .:i~ u ac!:>l~ a .Jted na~ural .:ire~ cf ::~ e Co!.ora ·i~ ~\ .J:·.Jru~ A.: eas 

' I . .,. ........ ~ ... 

7his desi~~aticn evidences t he desire of the Deparc:ent t ~ac t~e ?rocer:y ~e 

Page 2 of 5 ? ages 
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6. If any party reas~n~bly believes tha: a~ y c:~ ~ r 

party is in defaul: in any of ics obligations un~er t~~s Ag:ee~cnc, ic oay 

give any other ?ar t y ~•i:te~ noticz of the al lege c def~~l :. ?rompc: v 

the-de faalt and cc resolve 1~y dif!erence o~ opinicn ~hi: h ~a~ eK~s c a s co 

the respect i ve rights and ducie s und e ; t~is Agreement . 

or i:s Less~e ~a y r~s~lc in t~e removai of the Proper:y f: oa che Colorado 

Nacu:al Areas Syste~ . 

7. ·:eminac:icn. 

. o :..ess c:-. ..!:: -= l.J 

days af:er said ir.it.ial r.oci::e, the notifying pa~ t y ::iay te:r-:-.i :-.a~e this .\s:-e:..,.=c.:i.: 

~y ~otice co sa~d ocher care~ ( 1es ). 

8. :-;c·t i .:e. 

,\rt i i.: l vs ~:1 y be ..... ·. : ! : :. ~!; 

~h~ CUU!lC i l. 
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Legal Descripti:n 

A parcel of. :!. a:-, c! be:..n£ loc.a:ed :..:-: ::i.e \.i e:; :: '.):-.e -hal: of :!-.e tio :-::'.l ea ~~ 
07-r e-q~a!"te:- (~ .... / 2 ;;c:. / 6.). :he sc~: :--.ea;,: 0:-.e-~:..:,~=~e :- o: ::: e ~~c: : ~.e~st 
One-q:.ia:rce:- (S ~ / ~ ~ ~~ /::.). :~e =:as:. O:: e. -ha~: c: :r. ~ ~;c :-::;T...:e s: C'""=.e-
quarte=- ('::/: : -:-... ·/ .:..) i a r:c.! ::--.e :; c :-:h One-half o: the S:,):..!:~:e2s: :--:-. :- -
q~ar:~r (: ~ _1 2 s:::.:~) o: Sec:io:-!. :--::.::. ~ : y -si.x ( Sc.:: . ~ C- ,1 . :c· .... ~shi? :·:;:-: 
North (7 10 ~ ) . Ra ng2 Se~ e:1 : V ~est (~ 7 0 ~ ) o ~ :he S~x:h ?=:nc~?a! 
Meri.can (6:h P -~-) i:. L.a:-i:.Jer Cou:-: t :;, State cf Co:..o:-ac::i' ; 

Beginr-.ing ac .a. ?Oi..:-:: v~. : :-.~ cortt'. b .:) u:-tda::-y li.:1e o: sai~ Se.:. 36. 
sai~ poin: bei:-:g th e :10::~ c~e-q~a::e:- co:~e: cf sa:~ Sec. ~ -. 

Thence ~o=:~ E~ 0 42 ' ~ ~s : along :he ~or:~ bc~~~a:y 3 ~ is :a~:e c~ 
::.so .a f ·?e: ::o "C.o ::-:1e:- J" ; 

Thenc e S0u:~ ss 0 :9 
of rail=cac ::ack~ge 

Ea s: a ciis:a~ce cf ~C3 ) !ee : : c :~e ce~:e= : :~e 
( "S:a::or: .!,.''of Rig~~- ·~=-·~:ay ~~o. s:.s . :;. ~ .. 5 ~· 

7hence co~:i~ui:-:g Sou:h 83° 39 ' Ease a dis:anc e cf 59 0 .C ~ee: : o 
"Corne: 3"; 

Thence Sc :-: ~ :3° 09' ~es: a distan:e o! J:S J.S !e e : : o a ~= i~: o :-: 
che norc'.1 '::;ou:-:.:.1=:: li::e c: Sec . .36 . said ?::ii:'.: ]ei:-:;:; "Co~~= c·· 
Thence So::~ ~ ? ~ ~2 ' ~es: alo:-:g c~e no=::~ ~o~~~ a=y c f sa~.: Se c. J ~. 
a distance c f 1190.0 :ee: co the poin: ~- je;i~~i:-:g. 

Ccntai!':;; 1:::: , ac:·es ::o:e or. less. 
\ / 

' / 

~X~E?7 '. a- -~~:c.:--.g~...:~c.~ ;:=.:-.: ::: : .... - :..a.nC ::J~ ~ ·...::-?cses ..., _ :...:-.~:: '2ss . ~ -~ =.:: :.:: 5 
a:1U Ii:a.:.:::e:-. .::.:--. .:2 ' ... ·:--.:;...::-: _2;< :::--.~3 ::.:: :: ~ :, :) ) :ee: : c : :-:~ ;:;;.s:, ::-:-.? :-:·..:7".-
::ired ( lG -~ f. -:;2 : :~ :.:-.2 nc:~ ·-, c.::.~ ~~= :-.·..::1..:.:-e.: ( :. C: ) :~~= :.J ::-:: : ~:::~::-_ 
of the Colo:a.:o a::d So~:~e=n Rai:=cad S~u=. 
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APPENDIX C 

THE N1\ i' UR.\L i\RS.\ S PRtlG R,\; f 
DEPARTIIT:NT Of ~,\T U RAL R£SOU RCCS 
STATE Of COLO R,\!)1) 
OWL CANYCN Pl:'<YO:l GROVE NAT t; RAL AREA ( Roberts' Ranch) 

ARTICLES OF DESIG~lATI ON 

These ARTICLES OF 0£SIGNAT ION, made th i s _S_t_~~~ day of June 

1979, by and bet\o/een the STATE DEPARn!E!-IT OF ~!ATURAL RESOURCES, 1313 Sh e r: :;-.an 

Street, Room 718, Denver, Color:ado 80203, he reinafter the Dep artment, and 

Catherine and J. Evan Rober:ts, Livermore , Colorado, B053 6 , her einaf te r r ef e r rc .I 

to a ~ the 0....ner . 

WHEREAS, the Owne rs OIJTI certain land, situate in the County of Larime r, 

State of Colorado , here i nafter the Property; and 

WHEREAS, sa id Propert y is similar to and adjacent to t he 0~1 Can yon 

Pinyan Grove Natural Area; and 

WHEREAS, the Owners desire that said Prope r ty be pres e r ved Qnd ?rotected; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Departmen t is authorized to conduct and administer the 

•provisions of the Colorado ~atural Areas Act as set forth in Colorado Session 

Laws 1977, Ch. 471, Sec. lat 1624 (C.R.S. 1973, 36-10-101, ~~ ~.); and 

WHEREAS, the Natural Areas Act established a s tate\o/ide Colorado Natural 

Areas Progr am to provide a means by which specific examples o( Colorado ' s natural 

features and ecological phanome na can be identified, evaluated dnd protec te d 

through a sta tewide system of designated na tural areas; and 

WHEREAS, the Act establishes a Na tural Areas Council, hereina fter t ne 

Council, which advises the Department on the admi nistration of t he Program and 

which approves t he designation of Natural Areas by the Department; and 

WHEREAS, the Department has determined, pursuant :o it s crit e r ~a . t hat 

the Proper ty i s a nat ural area whic h wculd be desirab le to include wit n in the 

Natural Areas System as a designated natural a r ea; and 

Page l of 5 
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\./HER£,\S, dS a res ulc of t he at tribut es of che Pr oper t:r , t he 

Property pro v1des one or :r.or e of the benefit ; des cr ib ed i n C .~. S . :97J, 

36-10-10~ (1); and 

WHERf.AS, the ex i sting Ow l C.rn yon ?in yon Grove ~atut al . .\re .:: , '-' hi ch 

is adjac ent to sa id Pr op erty, is 01o1t1ed by the St a t e Boa rd o f L<i nd Conm1ssione rs 

and is mana ged by Colorado Stat e University, 

Nm; THE Rfi"ORE, i t is hereby agreed tha t: 

1. De s igna t i on of ?roper cv as a ~ a c~ r al Area. Upon filing o~ cnese 

Artic. l es o f Des ignat ion '.J ith, and the acce ptance of the same by, the Dep ar t:r.e nt , 

wlth the advice and approva l of the Counci l , the Prope:cy de s c r i bed in Exh ibi t ~. 

attached he r e t o and incor2orated herein by re f erence shall become a designat ed 

scientific and i nterpre t ive natural area and thereby sha l l become par t oi th e 

Colorado Na t ural Areas Sys t em. Said des i gna t ed nat ural area s ha l l be knol.IP. as 

the Owl C.:.nyon Pinyan Grove Samra! Ar ea (Roberts' Ranch ) . 

2. Pur2ose of Desi£nation . The Deparcnent has de t ermi ned, upon 

recotnmenda tion by t he Counc i l, that the P"operty qua: i f ie3 a s a na cu r 3l area t o 

be included in the Colorado ~atural Areas System due t o t~e t all owi ng : 

a. The Properc.y contains a disjunct po pulation of ? inus .ed ulis 

(tim needle pi nyon) whic:h is at the nort hea s tern exc remity 

of its range; and 

b. The Property serves as a stud y s i te, histo r i c , pr esen t and 

future, f or the ~iology of Pin~s edulis and its a s sociat ed 

habitat. As a result o f these attributes, the Property 

provides, among other benefits, t ~e following benef i ts: 

1. It serves as an example of the native condition in 

studi es relating to air, water, and soil quali t y and 

habitat productivity; 

2. It serves as r esourc e material f r om which new knowled6e 

may be derived and as a reservoir of ge netic 111a t etial 

vhich ha s present and future value to sc i en tit i c 

inquiry; 
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3. I t serves as an outdoor classroom and l abor a t or y fo r 

sc ien t ific study by student s of a ll ages ; and 

4. It serves as an ar ea of nat ur al divers i ty wh ich 

e n~ iches the mean i ng and enjo yment of hum~n li fe . 

J. Rights and Duti es o f the Dc pa r t rae n t. The Departcent sha ll l ist 

the Propert y as a designated nat ural area of the Col orado ~a tu~ a l Areas 

System and provide the Owners wi t h a Certificate indicating said designation. 

This designat ion evidences t he desir12 of t he .Department tha t t he Pro pe rty be 

protect ed from impacts ad ver s ely affecting th~ attribute s f o r which che 

Property ia designated. 

a. ~· The degree of access granted t o th e Pr oper ty will 

be add ressed by the management plan de~cribed in Paragraph 4 . 

Such gr anted access must be consistent with and promote t he 

pu11>oses of this Agreement. 

b. Inspect i on. The Department shall have the right to 

inspec t the Property from time to time to confirm that 

it i a being used solely for the purposes sta ted in 

Paragraph 4 • 

4. Rights and Duties of the Owners. The Owner s shall assure t hat 

the Property remains solely as a natur al area for scientif i c, educational, and 

a~sehecic purposes, and shall keep the Property entirely in its natural state 

1ubject to the management provisions set forth in the comp rehen~ive manage me n t 

plan prepa red by Colorado State Forest Serv ic e f e r the Owl Canyon Pin yon Grove 

Na t ural Area i n i " s entirety. The Property shall be managed by State Forest 

Service and shal l be included in the management pl3n which shall be submitted 

to the Department for approval with i n ~~t~h~'~e~e.._~- months of the effective 

date of thi s agreement, and which, when approved, will be at:ached hereto and 

incorporat ed herein by refe: ence. All doc uments affect ing the Proper t y execu ted 

by the Owners subsequent to the date of this Agreement shall be subjec t t o this 

Agreeme nt, whic h shnll be att~ched thereto and tncorporated therein by re f erence . 

Except as so stated, the Owners may continue to exe rc i se a ll of :he i r r ig hts 

and dut i es regard ing the Property. 

S. Bind ing Eff ec t . This Agreeme~t shal l be bi ndi ng upon the ~ a rt i e s 

hereto and upon any successors in in t erest to the Property. Any sa l e or transfer 
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of the Prop~rty by l he Owners shall b ~ subject t o t h i s Agr eem ent wh ic h sha l l 

be actac hed to an y docu~ent of purc hase or transfer and i ncorporated therein .. . 
by referenc e . The purchaser or transferee shal l succeed to the O;mers' ri ghts 

and duties here unde r . 

6. De fault. If ei ther parc y rea sonabl y bel i eves that t he other .. 
party is in default in any of its obligations under this Agreement, i t ma y g ive .. . 
said other party written no t ice of the alleged default. Promptly thereaf t er, .. 
the parties shall confer and make a good faith ef fort to correct the defau l t and 

to resolve an y dif ference of opinion which ma y ex is t as to the respec tive r igh t s 

and duties under th is Agreemen t . i n t he event of de fault by the 01'ft1 ers, t he 

... . Depa r tment may r emove the Property from the Colorado Natura l Ar eas Sys t em, assess 

... , and collect damages, or take any other action al l owed by law . 

7. Notice. All notices to be given pursuant to this Agreement shall 

be in writing and sha ll be sent post age prepaid by registered or certif i ed ma il, 

return rece ipt requ ested to the addres ~e s first listed above or to suc h other 

... person or address as the par t y to be notified ma y have des i gna ted pr io r there to 

by ~-ritten notice to the other par ty. Any notice so mailed shall be effect i ve 

upon receipt • ... . 
8. Amendments. These Articles may be amended in writing by the ;>arties 

hereto with approval of the Council • .... 
... IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties here t o have executed this Agreement on 

the day first written above . 
.... 

Owners 

By 

STATE OF COLORADO 
SS 

COUNTY OF Larimer 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledi;ed before me this ...:> --? 

day of JM.........., . , 1979, 
{/ 

My commission expires: 

Witness my hand and dfficial seal • ... 

Notary ~ubl~' 
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APPROVED : 

NATURAL AREAS COUNCIL 

By k )/. (LdM.~,=---
Sue Cannon, Chairman 

APPROVED: 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

... 

... 

... 

.. 
• . 
... 
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EXHBlT A 

OWL CANYON PI:-IYON GROV E ~l,\ TlJRAL AREA 

(Roberts' Ranch) 

Legal Description 

A parcel of land being located in the South one-half of the Sou ch 

one-hall (S/2 , 5/ 2) of Section Twenty-Five (Sec. 25); the Souch one -half of 

the Southeast one-quarte r (S/2, SE/4); Township Ten North (T lO ~), Range 

, . Seventy West (R 70 W) of the Sixth Principal Me - id ian (6ch P.M. ) in Lari~ e r 

County, State of Colorado . 

.. 

• 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
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Mountain Bell 

VENDOR NAME 

~ 
VENDOR ADDRESS 

Denver, co 80244 0 

-
DISTRIBUTION INVOICE INVOICE l"c .... ouNT NO SUBCODE NO. NUMBER DATE 

I 1-92100 4250 482-8185 062284 
1-92201 4290 
1-92203 4290 
1-92204 4290 
1-92206 4290 
1-92207 4290 
1-92208 4290 
1-92209 4290 
1-92128 4290 
1-92230 4290 
1-92241 4290 
1-92242 4290 
1-92243 4290 ,___ 
1-92249 4290 
1-92293 4290 

~ 

1-94030 4290 
1-97010 4290 
1-97020 4290 

p -97690 4290 .... " 
1-92241 4290 071384 
1-92243 4290 .... , 071384 

! UH~A~1tr_1tHI~ 

GOODS OR SERVICES RECEIPT 

I CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE ITEMS OR SERVICES HAVE 
BEEN SATISFACTORILY RECEIVED OR PERFORMED 

SIGNATURE 

6303 DATE REC'D 7 13 84 

Phone 

REOUl;ST FOR PAYMENT No.RP 39641 
COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY 

FT. COLLINS, COLORADO INSTRUCTIONS TO VENDORS 

YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO PROVIDE THE MATERIALS OR SERVICES LISTED BELOW AND YOU WILL BE REIMBURSED BY COLORADO 
STATE UNIVERSITY PROVIDED: 

1. THE MATERIAL COST DOES NOT EXCEED $200 UNLESS SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED BY THE C.S.U. PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 
("SERVICES" PROVIDED ARE NOT LIMITED TO THIS AMOUNT.) 

2. THE " APPROVED BY" BLOCK CONTAINS THE SIGNATURE OF AN AUTHORIZED C.S.U. OFFICIAL. 
3. ALL MATERIAL DELIVERED IS SPECIFICALLY DESCRIBED AND INDIVIDUAL ITEM AND COST IS ENTERED PRIOR TO CERTIFICA-

TION. 
4. THE SIGNATURE OF THE C S.U. EMPLOYEE ACTUALLY RECEIVING THE MATERIAL OR SERVICE IS SECURED IN THE " RECEIPT" 

BLOCK AND COPY 2 (YELLOW) IS FURNISHED THAT INDIVIDUAL, WHO WILL PROMPTLY RETURN IT TO THE FUND APPROVING OF-
FICIAL. 

5. COPY 1 (WHITE) ATIACHED TO ORIGINAL COPY OF YOUR INVOICE SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY , 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE SECTION, FT. COLLINS, CO. 80523. 

6. COPY 3 IGREENl IS FOR YOUR FILE. 

FOR: CSFS 5060 DEPT. I PHONE NO. 6303 
I 

DESCRIBE MATERIALS PURCHASED OR SERVICES PERFORMED R AMOUNT 
' s 

service as per att'd = State Office & Callina Cards (16.83) 
25.70 
15,85 
2.54 
2.96 
9.23 

21.15 
31.52 
1.29 

18.88 
3.30 
3.97 
9.67 
9.09 

10.22 
10.88 
7.59 

TOTAL 
25.99 
33 .87 
22.34 -

'" ~,.. 
LESS DISCOUNT 4.22 - -- -

TOTAL TO BE PAID .... 25 3.43 -

INTERNAL SIGNATURES EXPENDITURE AND PURCHA SE APPROVED BY 

DATE 

REV 2180 



Office of the President 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Tom Borden, Director 
Colorado State Forest Service 

FROM: A. R. Chamberlain~t~ 
SUBJECT: CSU Related Forest Lands 

Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
80523 

June 12, 1978 

This memo concerns your recent proposal to the CSU Land Use Corrnnittee 
requesting concurrence in designating. the Colorado State Forest Service 
the administrative responsibility for managing·and protecting the 
forest lands at Pingree Park and other locations on Board owned or 
controlled lands. It is my understanding the CSFS would plan and 
implement forest practices on these lands to enhance the teaching, 
research and public service programs of the University and its associ-
ated agencies. 

I hereby designate CSFS to administer, manage and protect all University 
related forest lands in cooperation with other CSU agencies and the Land 
Use Corrnnittee. For purposes of recovering costs, it is expected that 
CSFS will do so through sale of products or by mutual agreement with 
other units of the University. Revenues beyond those associated with 
administrative and operating costs will be deposited in appropriate 
accounts as prescribed by the President or the Vice President for Planning 
and Budgets. 

,/cc : N.A. Binkley 
J.R. Hehn / 
D. McClintock 

·,'\ 


