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Artist Statement:
In my photographic practice, I primarily focus on the human-altered aspects of the western American landscape.

Documenting the results, byproducts and repercussions of the United States manifesting its destiny across the west. I find
the built environments to be reflective of the cultures that create them. I am also interested in the economic and political
aspects of the environments and subjects that I photograph. Specifically I am focusing on a current trend in architecture
which began with “five over one” apartment buildings. They are typically multifamily housing units with sleek and
repetitious exteriors, and often leave the ground floor as commercial space. This trend is largely driven by economics as
these buildings are very cost effective to construct. The buildings can be luxury, low-income, or student housing, but there
is no way to tell which it is from the outside. I photograph these buildings with a 4x5 field camera using the wet plate
collodion process.

The wet plate collodion process, sometimes known as tintype, is a 19th century photographic process which
predates the silver-gelatin process, the basis of modern film. In the modern version of this process, a glass or aluminum
plate is coated with collodion, which becomes the substrate that holds the image. When the coated plate is submerged in
a silver nitrate bath, it becomes sensitive to light and an image can be made on it. The plate is only sensitive to light while
it is wet and therefore must be developed before it dries. I use this historic and slightly dangerous method of making
photographs both because of the way the resulting images look and to be fully connected to the photographic process.
While digital manipulations can evoke or mimic wet plate, nothing looks like a wet plate photograph.

I am using the wet plate collodion process to contrast 21st century architectural trends with 19th century
photographic technology. I find “five over one” buildings to be stylistically, spiritually and physically hollow. Conversely, I
find wet plate collodion images to be stylistically, spiritually and physically rich. It is interesting looking at soulless buildings
through the filter of a very soulful process. The bland repetition of the architectural forms are echoed and contrasted by
the unique mark making of wet plate.



Title Original Format

Figure   1: Griffis 3100 Pearl 1 Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure   2: Griffis 3100 Pearl 2 Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure   3: DELO Apartments 1 Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure   4: DELO Apartments 2 Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure   5: Nickel Flats Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure   6: Max Flats Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure   7: The Mira Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure   8: Cityscapes at the Views 1 Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure   9: Cityscapes at the Views 2 Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure 10: Cityscapes at the Views 3 Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure 11: Kestrel Apartments 1 Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure 12: Kestrel Apartments 2 Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure 13: Old Town Flats Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure 14: The Flats at Rigden Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure 15: Union on Plum Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in

Figure 16: The Standard Silver gelatin print from glass plate collodion negative, 20 in x 24 in



Figure 1: Griffis 3100 Pearl 1
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Figure 4: DELO Apartments 2



Figure 5: Nickel Flats



Figure 6: Max Flats



Figure 7: The Mira



Figure 8: Cityscapes at the Views 1



Figure 9: Cityscapes at the Views 2



Figure 10: Cityscapes at the Views 3



Figure 11: Kestrel Apartments 1



Figure 12: Kestrel Apartments 2



Figure 13: Old Town Flats



Figure 14: The Flats at Rigden



Figure 15: Union on Plum



Figure 16: The Standard
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