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Elliot Stemen

Spring 2021

Capstone — Graphic Design
Department of Art and Art History

Artist Statement:

My design work is centered around the idea of being organic. | use the word organic because it relates to aesthetic qualities
as well as having an environmental undertone. | achieve an organic design by treating text as a form that can be molded or shaped
to best suit its environment. This results in a lot of hand-drawn illustration work paired with delicate typography choice. My
background in painting has translated well to this portion of my design work. | put lots of thought into my compositions in order to
achieve harmonious and informative graphics.

My design work also shares many similarities to my painting habits as | place a large emphasis on shapes of color and using
a minimal palette. | believe that graphics are easiest to digest and understand when the information provided is straight-forward and
to the point. | try to achieve this by forgoing strokes, ridged edges, and gradients in pursuit of imagery and text that can be easily
identified and easy for the eye to move around. In a world so cluttered with information, | truly believe that the best design is the
design that cuts through the noise. | am intrigued by design elements such as gestalt, negative space, and particularly alignment.
There is so much communicative power that can be provoked when moving a particular body of text from one side of the page to
another or putting text where you’re not used to seeing it.

Graphic design is the language of our time. Whether it’s a title, a body paragraph, an illustration, or logo, we are able to draw
so much information from such little amount of substance. This relationship of communication and design is what motivates me to

create work that can be best understood and appreciated by our increasingly attentive and observant global audience.
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Figure 1: Roomies App Project Snapshot
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Roomies, a roommate aid app, is a mobile fool
designed to help roommates best manage their daily
lives. Features like shared calendar and shared grocery
list let each roormmate add their own input to create a
more harmonious and accountable living experience.
Having peace of mind about your living situation allows
you fo spend more fime thinking atcout matters that are
more important in life,

Primary Color Palette

#3f3f35 #a86f2a #eceaed #taf4t6

Secondary Color Palette

#04648¢ #bea/87 #edb92e Hef7t67 #75M35
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message board

bill: class cancelled Wednesday night, dinner at high five
anyone?

jill: yes please & &

groceries
Phil is paying est. price: $83.49
1 bunch of bananas, 1 package mushrooms, 2

tofu, 1 cabbage, 5 carrots, flour, 1 package
strawberries, 1 oat milk, 1chocolate chips...

bills notes
rent > movies fo watch >
utilities > furniture ideas =
infernet B plants i need >
cable = wine list >

Figure 2: Roomies App Project Introduction
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Figure 3: Roomies App Mockup
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D BROWN

Figure 5: D Brown Bag Coffee Table Book



American
Cities Confront
Recycling Crisis

Pullistied un Warch 20, 2019 by Trins Tanoa

O your age, Chines sepped aeceping most Ametican semp plastic and esrdbeard, fhrowing e
wrznch into LS. racyeling programs. Now, ciies and towns ecrass fre LS. are ceching wih piles of

homslass plstic with no claar desinarion.

ey have stopped racycling aliogsther or ramatically scalsd back their racycling programs. Deuglas
County, Oregon, skopped oo pling plasic and glass recyzing this summer. Phenix City, Alabame,
curtailed its recyeling program. Philadalphia is sl picking ua recyelbles but is burning as much as

half of the ncterials. Srall matericls processers in communiies fram Hanzack, Mains, 1o Kingspart
Tennesses, ara shutfing down, unabla e support the higher costs of recycling programs, Same cities are.
choasing fo cantinue recycling, but they're paying much mare far ir, In Fort Warth, Texas, the recycling
pregram eermed the zity $1 million hve yeors age. This year, it's projected to loss $1.8 million

Demino effect

Histaricaly, the U.S. has shipped about helf of its scrap plostic and cardooard everseas. In 2014, 760
million tons of our scrap plastic went f China, bul that figurs glvmmied by 85 percent ladt year after
China tightened its standards for the reeycling materials it would cocept, It imposed drastic new res for
the leel af “centamingfian,” or non-racyelables, accapiable in o shipment. The most a pesic bels con
conkain is one-lanth of 1 parcent.

Bui the sheer

U5, processors responded by shifling exports south a few degrees, fo Soubeast
scale ofths scrap lad many of these sounkis: to imipose thair cun plestic bans. Thaiand, Visman and
Maksysia e most recenily Incia hve all banned serep plssie imponts sines lest fal. Boles of recyeling
Hosting around s werld ssrching for o buysr have cracted o massive crunch for LS. sifiss — sven
Tor communiies ther dont sond their stuff 1o China. Celiforic, whate o kigh cost of land hes mada it

eitaaper 1o recyels thn send trzh ta the landil, is one of the hardssthi sass. *A yeer ago we wers
geffing paid 100 o ton for mixed paper, and sending it o landfil wanld heve cast $50 or $60," said
Barque. “Naw, good peper pricing s $20 o tom, and same people ore hoving o pey to getrd of it
iy pers of the ichwast often recyele matsrials Incally. Thay'rs stll doing the, svan theugh they can't
sell the serops procucts for any more*New that local supply [of recyclablez] is up and damand is down,
we'ra ot meking as much mansy, anclys'rs paying monsy for racyclables to ba pracsssed, * said Klly

Kish, racycling coordintor for Minnsapolis

Was recycling sver happening?

Minnespale recently changad the types of plastics it will acoapr for recycling. Ne. 6 plestics, found in
many hard food cantainers, and black plastic of any type, is no longs recceptoble in bins. However, *irs
unlikely they wrere ever gefling recycled,” scid Kish. The city got @ new wesle processor in December
2017, and the new campany, a zero- wasls nonprofi, is vary span with us thal thera ara no markats for
thet type of plasia,” Kich said.

No program,

7Y

Drop-off only,
219

Availability of
recycling services
in America

Tafounarion provided by Vangel Inc.

In comparisen fe ether countrizs around the werld,
the LS. somes in ol = vary mediocra nalionwide
recycling rate of just 4%, While many facters
affest racyeling inthe LS, one large cause

for aur “middls-al-the-road” rate is the lack of
wnifarmity ameng reeyeling faciliies. Thre are
approximetely 8,800 incompoible racyeling
systems in the L8, all o which follow different
rules anel regulestions.

Escause ths US doss nol have o nationwide
recycling pragram, some stetes are contributing
for mare than ofhers o the 34% rate For states like
Califomio and Oragon, which have very skong
racycling retes, ir's eloar thet i's their rigoraus
recycling laws and fines which cre driving the
Ppublic o recyele.

In addition fa the lack of laws in the siaies, the
non-unifermity of recysling fasi
for a mesimum recovery rate, With each local

ies cloes nol allow

governmentin charge of their recycling sffarts,
infrastushure hos become ouidated and san't
handls the changs 1o the nation's wasms sraam
including he decline in newspapers and the
incraass In plastics, Addiionally, thers Just arsm't
enough laws or incentives for the general public,
or public ducation nezded to marvate siizans
racycls comacty. Thess factors working fogsther

Figure 6: Spread from Fort Collins Recycling Magazine

have led vs to this low rate of recycling

‘When observing the habils of cther countries such
s Sweden, which is very close fo “Zaro Waste," it
becoimes clear that the LS. is nat pufing encugh
of an emphasis on this growing epidemic. It s Hus
et part of Swaden's svecoss taward Zero Wasro
is thair Waste fo Enargy program. However,
belore anything i sent o the incinerarer, the
mesimum amount of recyelobles are recovered

and given a new lifs. This is ettainable because of
Sweclen's way of separating racyclablas:
“Sugecdish households keep sepanating their
newspepers, plastic, meral, gloss, slactic
apslioncss, light bulbs and batteries. iany
munizipaliies alo ancourage consumers to
separate food waste. And aill of this is reused,
tecyzled or compoded,”

1 runicipalifies have adopled




America’s
Obsession
with Plastics

Published on Mev 26, 2018 by John Seholn

While plastic cantinues fa pose a real threat
%0 cur enviranment and healh, Amerizer's
eadershio, Amsrica’s lobhyisis and
America's platic evliure ol fight e keop

us dhawning in plasic, Masw it hes fallen

10 lacel gevarnments and environmantal
advoracy erganizations la loke the lsad.
Alewwesks oge, ot | was passing thraugh
Landon Haathrow, | did whe any sane
person would do. While siing in the
airpertlaunge, | indulged in evary racbia
auailabla. Amongst the freabias was o
copy of ane of he premier news saurces of
aur ime, one the caters fo *sa-mindad®
rsacders. USA Today.

It weis the April 208, 2018 issua of the
newspaper, and it front page proudly
e e o b B
Fuol gy about your platherash#iA
orevaking headliner, if anyrhing, The artick
‘wos o apinion pisce by David Masia as
Earth Dey 2018, which accurred
April 22nd, This year he fosus of the qctivist
daywas phasfc polluion.

part of

A growing problem by mast viswpeints, &
illion tans of plastic end up in cur oceans

avery year, This not only devasialas marins

life, bt it

Farmiul chermiacls (lke DEHE, which ha

creces the microplastics and

baen linked fo inferility and devslopmentz|

srablams i children frar and up a1 our
dinner plates. Mr Mastia’s opinion
made e paint that whike some of hose

8 million tors do came am the average:
Amstican housshold, ha vast majorty of
the lier shule b blamed on fisherman
patticulerly Asian fishermen, anclhe 2011
Teumemi that struck Japan

i Mastio s no doubl right in saying that

Agiein countries are e met significant
Harpakito ek Urrastisied palldin St aut

woeans, but it i stil a strange cngle to fish

with. Especially sinca Americans are nof
enviranmental saints themsehes.

is something | e vt scme
di

and Texae ountyeide soms years back

thwhen | e in the Gklahama

Wil travsrsing pents of OHlahora, one

could alnto st be forgiven for beleving that

[ EE R ee Bebde h i]
you stop af a Best Westsrm or Motel 88 and
indulge in breaklast it mecns peeling the
phastic Fom individually weappediapplas
and peers, drinking fam plasti glesses -
thettare clso individually plaskic wrapped

- and eating yeur breakfast porridgs with &
plastic sooon. All this is done withewt < race
of remarse, and without any waste sarfing
wgiion. It is downright painful to indulge in
matel braaklast for anyona that did not grow
up in Americar, Lestve forget fa mentian,

the abserd ameunt of one-fims e plastic
bags that supermarkets thraw at yau during
chackout s s if they've mads @ sport aut of

seaing just how many plastic bags they can
getrid afin g day. To make maters warss,
the Notisnel Geographis duely canchidsd
thet the avsrage Amsrizan ix also fis lkelsst

Figure 7: Spread 2 from Fort Collins Recycling Magazine
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Figure 8: Lulu Asian Bistro Rebranding Poster



Figure 9: Spread From Personal Painting Catalog
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Figure 10: WOXY.com Project Snapshot



