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Holmes Rolston: Yes, US Dollars, 750,000 pounds, something like that, larger than a Nobel Prize, they 
brag about, emphasising the importance of religion. So it was a nice ceremony in the Palace. And later in 
the day , that afternoon actually, towards evening, there was a more public reception and there was 
present a young woman, Vice President of Davidson College, and I gave the money to Davidson College 
which is my alma mater, it's a school in North Carolina in the United States, a good liberal arts school, to 
endow a chair in science and religion. So I say that I was a millionaire for six hours . 

Rachael Kohn: You mean you didn't even buy one of those expensive electric cars? 

Holmes Rolston: Well my wife said I should have taken out at least enough to buy her one of those 
Continentals that Sir John himself likes to ri de around in, but no, I didn 't do that, so I actually delivered 
the whole cheque to Davidson College . Why did I do that? That's where I got my start, thinking about 
science and reli gion. I'm an old man,got some grey hair and I won 't be around forever, but I think that 
money will still be at work helping young minds to start thinking about science and religion for the next 50 
years, 100 yea rs, hundreds of years . 

Rachael Kohn: Have you got anything new that you're workin g on? A new frontier you're breaking 
through, even at this age? 

Holmes Rolston: Well I'm wondering whether there's a new frontier to break through or not. I had a 
good summer, I went to Africa and tracked gorillas . I wanted, you know we talked about Franz Duval and 
human origins. I wanted to see chimps and go rillas, I'd been to Africa a number of times, but I never saw 
either chimps or gorillas , and so I spent some time tracking them, and found them both and tried to figure 
out and think about the three most advanced primates , humans, gorillas, chimps, that gave me some 
interesting thoughts this summer. I rode horseback in Montana, I can enjoy my own Rocky Mountain 
wilderness this summer, so I 'm still active . I'm teaching this Fall . I might one day write a book on nature 
and human nature . 

Rachael Kohn: Holmes Rolston III we are looking forward to it. Thank you so much for being on The 
Spirit of Things . 

Holmes Rolston: Than ks, and take care of Australia, it's a great country. 

Rachael Kohn: Holmes Rolston III , millionaire for a day, winner of the Templeton Prize for Progress in 
Religion . 
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