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MAN AND BEAST 

The spring bear hunt isn't fair: End it 
By Holmes Rolston  III 
Special to The Denver Post 

The Colorado Wildlife Commission 
should protect nursing bears and 
their cubs by voting to· end the 
spring bear hunt, a hunt that began 

April 1 and will end M a y  15. 
More than 9,000 Colorado ·citizens, in· 

eluding hunters, s i g n e d  a petition last year 
that called for an end to the spring hunt 
and to the use of dogs or bait. The com· 
mission, which is appointed by the gover-
nor to set Division of Wildlife policies, re-
sponded late last year by reducing the 
spring hunt two weeks and by implement· 
ing a bear-management plan. 

Because most of t t h e  bears are killed in 
the latter part of the season, reducing the 
h u n t  was a  m o v e  in the right direction, but 
the spring season still is six weeks long 
and endangers the lives of cubs unable to 
fend for themselves. 

Although ·nearly all hunters follow the 
law that prohibits them fro.m hunting 
nursing s o w s ,  more often than not they 
cannot tell wbether the bear they kill is a 
nursing mother. 

Colorado Division -of Wildlife records 
show that hunters k'ill 550 to 700 bears 

during the two hunting seasons each year 
and that nearly 40 percent of the bears 
killed are.females. Because the record of 
kills is taken over such a wide area and 
involves so many division personnel, it 
will be several weeks before this season's 
totals will be available. But in the past the 
division has estimated that 20 to 25 of the 
females are lactating. Estimates indicate 
that if each lactating female that is shot 
has two cubs, 50 cubs could starve to 
death annually. 

In addition to the bears killed legally 
each year, wildlife experts estimate that 
poachers illegally kill hundreds more. 
Many others are killed by landowners who 
are permitted to protect their livestock. 
The total losses run well over 1,000 annu-
ally. A pertinent question then is "Do le-
galized hunts stress the population of Colo-
rado's black bears?" Some state bear 
biologists say yes, that the Colorado bear 

·population c a n n o t  sustain this loss indefi· 
nitely, and especially when reproducing 
females are being 'shot. Bears are the 
slowest of o u r  large animals to recover 
from population losses. 

If the Colorado Wildlife Commission al-
lowed only. a fall season, bear p o p u l a t i o n s  

would not be as stressed and cubs would 
be old enough to survive if their mothers 
were killed. 

I also urge the commission to go one 
step further and vote to outlaw the use of 
bait or dogs to hunt Colorado's black 
bears. This already has been done in Mon-
tana, where hunters maintain a good suc-
cess rate. In fact, no Eastern state permits 
hunts with bait or dogs. 

Use of bait and dogs gives an enormous 
advantage to the hunter. 

Bear hunts should be limited to the fall 
season, as are hunts for deer, elk and other 
big game. In no other hunt do we shoot 
mothers that are nursing or have. young 
unable to fend for themselves. Remember 
too that, unlike deer and elk hunts, bear 
hunting is ·done largely for trophy. Does 
Colorado want to be known as a state 
where nursing mothers are shot for recre-
ation? 

The 'Colorado Wildlife Commission 
should abolish the spring black-bear hunt. 

Holmes Rolston III is a professor of phi· 
Iosophy at Colorado State University, 
where he teaches environrmental ethics. 
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TREE: The black bear has iong 
been in the sights of Colorado big game 
hunters, but are also a concern of ethi-
cists. 




