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Animals and humans are affected by the same natural disasters, 
yet emergency managers are often expected to care for livestock 
with little or no specialized training or understanding of the 
unique needs of livestock. Veterinary teams can be deployed to a 
disaster, but they usually arrive later, leaving the emergency 
managers without guidance in animal health. To fill this gap, we 
created a practical playbook using research, expert input, and 
lessons from past disaster. 
The playbook covers:
• Recognizing animals that require medical attention
• Tools to address basic animal health concerns
• Safely transporting animals
• Biosecurity for livestock shelters
• Management of sheltered livestock
• Understanding livestock behavior and handling

• Collaborated with veterinary teams and first responders to develop 
the playbook

• Attended in person trainings throughout Colorado to gain a deeper 
understanding of disaster response and the role of emergency 
managers 

• Completed the AVMA Veterinary First Responder Certificate 
Program

• Worked with the CSU Avian Health Team to perform field testing 
for Avian Influenza at County Fairs and Livestock Sales throughout 
Colorado

This internship has taught me the importance of both disaster 
preparedness and response, as well as the importance of 
integrating livestock into these areas to preserve human and 
animal life. In addition to expanding my knowledge of emergency 
management, I developed skills in consulting with subject matter 
experts and translating veterinary concepts into practical tools for 
non-veterinary professionals. This experience has strengthened 
my ability to collaborate across disciplines, and gave me a clearer 
understanding of the roles veterinarians can hold in government, 
disaster response, and community leadership. 

I plan to continue this work by participating in animal-related disaster 
response trainings and volunteering with community veterinary 
medical reserve corps. I also aim to apply the lessons I learned 
through my time with the Colorado Department of Agriculture to 
expand my involvement in policy and advocacy through the Student 
American Veterinary Medical Associate. This experience has 
deepened my interest in emergency medicine and demonstrated to 
me how veterinary expertise can be utilized beyond clinical practice. 

HOW I WILL APPLY THIS EXPERIENCE
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NEXT STEPS
This playbook will be maintained and distributed by the Colorado 
Department of Agriculture to county Emergency Managers across 
the state. It is intended to serve as a living document, continuously 
updated to provide the most current recommendations and 
guidance.
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