
special: religious conte 
attempting to spread the word, not t 
hate 

vandalism or art? 
graffiti artists spray style across 
fort collins 

textbook interv n i 
students aim to slow the upward 
spiral of prices 



housing fair 2008 
wednesday, march 26th 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
lory student center main ballroom 
find a great place to live• learn about living in fort collins 



the gist 

old teachings alive and kicking 

Spring 
2008 

18 
starving artist 
pa int ing to make ends meat 

28 
graffit i 
vandalism or beautification: 
you decide 

10 
architect of the year 
sustainab le designs br ing 
recogn ition to local firm 

22 
metalsmithing 
small program casts new designers 
in deep-rooted art 

► photo by brondon iwomoto 

17 
emo 
alternative music births 
counter cultu re 

26 
graphic design 
how art and technology coexist 
in the same field 
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WE HAVE 

YOUR NEXT PAIR 

OF GLASSES 

OR SUNGASSES 

AT YOUR LOCALLY OWNED 

SUNGLASS SPECIALTY 

AND FULL SERVICE OPTICAL 

1:,ocalfY owned Si 

EyesH 

CASUAL 

DRESS 

ACTIVE SPORT 

SPORT SPECIALTY 

HAUTE COUTURE 

PRESCRIPTION 

NON·PRESCRITPTION 



the gist 

shreding sterotypes 1n new film 

30 
through the lens 
focusing on fort co l lins 
photographers 

38 
religious strife 
the challenge to deliver an old 
message in new ways 

47 
last call 
fcmoca: museum promotes 
contemporary art 

32 
textbook battle 
legis lation fights for reasonable 
prices 

42 
touch technology 
power at the tips of your fingers 

► photo by brion swonson 

36 
destination: sickness 
when hea lth makes vacat ions go 
sou th 

44 
w.o.l.f. 
sanctuary provides a home for 
abandoned and a bused canines 
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letter from the editor 

Perseverance - to maintain a purpose in spite of difficulty, obstacles or 
discouragement. 

This word defines how we made it through the production process this 
issue. 

My staff members continued their work during the five-week break and 
pushed through with tenacity, only concerning themselves with the task 
at hand and taking each day with an even stride. This is the type of 
situation that tests our commitment and passion for this industry- this is 
when we learn whether we are going to make it, and we made it because 
our purpose is to give our readers an amazing magazine. 

With the support of the university and the student body, College 
Avenue will continue to grow and flourish as well as maintain a standard 
of excellence that allows us to produce a high quality product for the 
campus and community to enjoy. 

Along with our regular sections, our staff has decided to add a "politics" 
segment in order to shed light on relevant topics that effect the students 
at CSU. We want our fellow Rams to understand that because we are 
the future, we need to know what the important issues are and take every 
chance we can to gain knowledge about these subjects. 

Also, thank you to the College Avenue staff members and Student Media 
friends. The support you provide is invaluable. We will do everything 
in our power to remain a part of Student Media and bring you excellent 
coverage, outstanding photography and wonderful design. Please spread 
the word about College Avenue and feel free to e-mail or call to let us 
know what you think and what you would like to see on our pages. 

With sincere appreciation, 

Stephanie Gerlach 

6 spring 2008 

staff list 

editor in chief 

stephanie gerlach 

managing editor 

heather hawkins 

design editor 

makayla braden 

photography editor 

katie stevens 

senior reporter 

valerie hisam 

reporters 

laura anderson 
kalyn clemens 
austin hal l 
aaron heds1e 
emily lance 
jennae mendoLa 
tadar puakpaibool 
melisso schaaf 

photographers 

adricrna lopez 
brandon iwamoto 
brion swonson 

designers 

laurel berch 
er i ka SJ r c, 011 

amondu hudick 
a m a n d o I E: s h 
vi r Di 11 i ci s in ~lo Io y n 1 

I a u r E: I s p r i 11 q st e CJ d 
joke wukefield 

adviser 

je1111y fisc lier 





ollege 
avenue 

letters to the editor 
as csu 's very own magazine , we would like to extend an 
invitation to our readers to submit letters to the editor ranging 
from 50 to 150 words with your feedback on the magazine. this 
is your magazine , and we would like to know what you think of 
the content , design and any thing else. all letters to the editor 
must be typed in a Word document and attached to an e-mail , 
which should be sent to csumag@lamar.colostate.edu. 

corrections 
in " l 00 years of healing ," in volume 3 issue 2 of College 
Avenue, dr. russ anthony's first reference included " hill " as part 
of his name , when in fact it is part of his title as hill professor. 
College Avenue apologizes for the error. 

in the fair trade coffee story in volume 3 issue 2 of College 
Avenue, mug 's coffee lounge 's address was incorrect. The actual 
address is 26 l s. college ave. College Avenue apologizes for 
the error. 

mission statement 
College Avenue is csu 's student-run magazine. our mission is 
to serve the csu and fort collins community with innovative and 
engaging coverage of relevant issues. our staff is dedicated 
to providing balanced and accurate reporting as well as 
v isua lly stimulating design and photography to a diverse 
audience. above all, we strive to maintain our integrity through 
professionalism and this standard of excellence. 

on the cover 
photo illustration by kati e stevens design by makayla braden 

College Avenue is published by Student Media 
Lory Student Center 
Fort Collins , CO 80523 
(970) 491-1687 

College Avenue is a student-run magazine intended as a public forum. College Avenue is 
published by the Boord of Student Communication at Colorado Stole University. 
College Avenue is a complimentary publication for the Fort Collins community. The first copy 
is free and additional copies ore $1 each, payable to the Student Media busi ness office. 
Advertising inqui ries, corrections and letters to the editor should be submitted to the executive 
editor at csumog@lomar.colostote.edu. The contents of this publicolion ore copyrighted and 
may not be reproduced without prior permission of the Board of Student Communication. 
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faces 

george brelig of rb+b orchitects 

sign 
sustainable architec 

it honors his lifetime 

outhern Illinois, just outside of 
er o n to the woodshop in the basement 
h wH tttver wood scraps he could find. 

ccumulated an array of tools that 
gly inherent skills with discarded 

"My sister e ool kit at her wedding," Brelig 
_ saiti ''I always knew pare of the building industr 



and p ysics. 

• sts - t] bad list and 
h," Brei g chuckled. 
at he anted to do 

for hi to focus on 
. Brei g graduated 
sional e £~ 

ring his knowl .dge 
Southern Ill , ois 
ois and Colo . do 

o nine years before e , he 
66 an ow 
This o dtith 

he sole arc as s te and 

recognition bee ~~~~ ii:;!i1rms in 
rthern Colorado, growing t a team nciples 

major stock holders and b ·nes 2 AIA licensed 

·c cts. Brelig's drive has help ~=1:1:::ii~r resence around 
gion, from Douglas County sper, Wyo. 

for sustainability has ort since the 
990s; however, B • ke effects of his 
in mind since h t 

'A big part ofourw , ki 
dly architecture," Jig, who is an AIA licens 
strive to do every project sustaina • 's a big part o 

ian Dunbar, 
a professor in the nterior 

and co struction management programs, ~ s students have 
ed with RB+B on several different school~ he area. The firm 

}.s , elped guide the students and has been extremely open to their 
ideas, 'nduding Brelig. 

"I have always found George to be a solid, sensitive individual with 
unique insights about t e way our buildings can enhance the natural 
environment," said Dunbar in an e-mail interview. "George has been 
a risk tak'er and leader, illustrating to other building professionals that 
cFeating green environments is practical, worthwhile and rewarding." 

According to the firm's Web site, rbbarchitectects.com, RB+B is 
northern colorado water conservancy district building, berthoud 
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faces 

"committed to client-focused, quality design combined with an equally 
high level of service" as well as sustainable design. This mission is 
apparent when speaking to any of the employees - especially Brelig, 
who is very modest about individual work but focuses on the work his 
firm does as a whole. 

Brenner said the firm's mission is "to provide quality architecture 
services to our clients" and added that it has expanded the meaning of 
its mission to include teamwork, particularly with the school districts. 
Brelig said that projects are a collaborative process so the architects have 
to be good listeners to understand what their clients need and desire 
for the facility. He added that the buildings they design may serve 
two, three, even four generations so they have to keep the community 
in mind. 

"The public is also a recipient of architecture," Breli 
excellence extends not onl 
public and 

• rector , esign 
and u School District (P the built 
environment is part of the fabric of our lives and . 

"By the nature of their work, architects and ave 

F=~!;:g]~~~~~- ~-~ity~ to the community to c1.1 
y practically but, perhap .~~!•Hli'fClUI 

• the human spi • " nak said in an 
~ea walke ~=tf>i" uched 

e firm has cr that 

rb+b honors and awards 
• 2004 firm of the year 

named by the colorado state chapter of the american 

institute of architects 

• fossil ridge high school 
u.s. green building council silver LEED 

certification - 3rd LEED high school in the country, 

2005 

• new belgium brewery packaging hall 
colorado construction "bronze hard hat award" for 

outstanding sustainable design, 2007 

• kinard junior high school 
CEFPI colorado chapter "peak design award" for 

excellence in design of new construction, 2006 

• zach elementary school 
poudre school district named a "2003 energy star 

award winner" 
-for more honors and awards, visit rbbarchitects.com 

r!II 

ecause construction is the third leading cause o car on em1ss1 
just below transportation and energy production, RB+B follows 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 

doption of "green" building and developme 
window of opportunity to decrease the car~ footprint 

on the planet is with construction if we coiifrrut and do it 
our driving passion," said Cor~r~,...••«UI' 

nation :,,.,~~!=!~:,!) on and opera • 
• four-tiered ra 
m- • 

projects based on their 
and land resources, as 

said th 
f 

10 manage ked with RB 
6 years and in three differ stricts. He said PSD h 
long-standing relationship with the firm and the two understand 
other's needs. 

"I h 
i 

ool activities, the {Educati 
oing all the little projects 

ills in half or more and bring in 
hting") as possible. The bulk of 
- within 500 miles - and have' 

ergy - energy necessary to take a,, 

position in the building - and can 
"Ming structures that possess these 
d out in our wasteful society. 

at architecture is like frozen music. 
with their tireless commitment to 

relig and his colleagues are on thei 
ony of green architecture. 



It is okay to have one 
of these in your yard 

It is not okay to have one 
of these in your yard 

l 

Duh. 
Park your car in the street, driveway or garage. 



hot button 
by v alerie hi sam 

Defending Tradition 
against modern misconceptions 

chudo toe kwon do academy instructors daniel cropp, left, and rich adzgowski pose in their new studio at 4 23 s. mason st. 

i th more than just ·karate chops to concrete 
blocks and one high kick to defeat multiple 
enemies, there is a small community in our area 
that practices, not the Hollywood version, but 
traditional martial arts. 

Underneath the layers of stereotypes and movie action figures, the 
true practitioners of martial arts are active in Fort Collins. For Tessa 
McMahon, one of the owners of McMahon Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, martial 
arts are a historical combat art that have become overshadowed by the 
Kung-Fu and karate cinematics of today. 

"Martial arts are a tradition that deal with growing as an individual," 
said McMahon, 28. "People are still stuck on the 'Karate Kid' thing 
~here one flying kick .can destroy somebody." 

Agreeing with McMahon, Brandon Bohlen, a senior speech 
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communications major, said practicing any form of martial arts is not 
all about fighting. He said that most were "designed for combat, but 
the roots go deeper." 

Fort Collins is a long way from Hollywood, and the stereotypical 
images of martial arts are being battled to renew the tradition and 
history that goes centuries back to origins in China and Japan. 

Most of the arts originated with ancient Buddhist philosophy, 
thus there became a higher purpose behind the tactical and fighting 
techniques. As part of different Chinese and Japanese origins, many 
of the forms were used in combat, such as Tae Kwon Do, while others 
where used for competition, like Jiu Jitsu. Over time, the different 
arts evolved into schools for physical and spiritual teachings that not 
only helped people protect themselves, but also better their view of 
themselves and others. 



hard side because it is very physical. 

iiu iitsu is a japanese and ch inese art of weaponless 
At Adzgowski's academy, practicing martial arts 

sel f-defense that uses throws, holds and blows. jiu ji tsu a lso derives 
added power from the attacker's own weight and strength. 

is also about the spiritual and self-connecting side, 
which he instructs through Tae Kwon Do and T'ai 
Chi. He explained the difference between the two: 
in Tae Kwon Do, a person wants to go through a 
brick wall whereas with T'ai Chi, a person will go 
around it or even wait for the wall to move. But it 
is the balance of the two that he has become most 
interested in now. 

tae kwon do is a martial art from korea that is a particularly 
aggressive form of karate. toe kwon do utilizes punches, jabs, 
chops, blocking and choking moves and especia lly powerful, 
leaping kicks in defense. "Martial arts are a discipline that you have to 

follow for years, and one that cannot be taught 
in a two-hour class," he said. "It slowly helps in 
someone's everyday life with the relaxation and 
spiritual concepts. In this process you come to learn 
just how fragile and unique your body and mind 
are.,, 

t'ai chi is a chinese martial art and form of stylized, meditative 
exercise that is characterized by methodical ly slow circular and 
stretching movements and positions of bodily balance's body w ith 
the hands, elbows, knees or feet. 

For Bohlen, 23, even with all of the time spent 
admiring the martial artists, until someone has 
practiced them and studied the ins and outs "there 

will never be any real application for what some of them do." 
"It is a test for yourself to find out where you are at and the measure 

of yourself," said Bohlen, who currently practices Mixed Martial Arts 
(MMA) but has dabbled in Tae Kwon Do and Jiu Jitsu. "You come to 
find out who you are and look into yourself, and you may not always 
find it, but the process can turn into a lifestyle." 

In most of the teachings then and now, martial arts are not only 
taught as a mean of defense, but for some they have become a way of 
living life, according to Rich Adzgowski, a co-manager of the newly 
named Chudo Tae Kwon Do Academy (formerly known as the Falling 
Leaf Dojo). Whether the old traditions that are rooted in the ancient 
philosophies of Buddhism are followed, those who participate in 
martial arts will not only grow physically but mentally. 

"It takes time, effort, sweat and a little blood to embrace the martial 
arts," said Adzgowski, 51. "(Martial arts) are 
about self protection and personal growth." 

Adzgowski, who was at one time a 
philosophy major at CSU, has embraced 
martial arts since his teens and has found his 
way in life through the practice ofTae Kwon 
Do. With a central philosophy of "The 
Middle Way," practicing Tae Kwon Do and 
living life is about doing what is necessary 
to stay balanced - not doing too little or 
too much, Adzgowski explained. Adzgowski 
has co-managed his academy for the past six 
years, training and educating anyone in the 
ways of his art. 

According to completemartialarts. 
com, Tae Kwon Do is classified as a Korean 
striking art, where the objective is to learn 
defense through kicking, punching and 
striking. Adzgowski said that there are 
different classifications for the martial arts; 
they are mainly classified as being hard or 
soft. Tae Kwon Do, he said, falls more on the 

McMahon also agrees that there should be both a discipli"ne and 
spiritual aspect when she practices martial arts. McMahon wanted to 

learn the art more for defense reasons, but she has found much more 
while learning Brazilian Jiu Jitsu. 

As a different type of martial art, Brazilian Jiu Jitsu focuses on 
"bringing an opponent to the ground and then relying on grappling 
techniques to subdue the opponent utilizing holds, arm locks, chokes, 
leg locks and strikes," according to completemartialarts.com. 

McMahon's school has opened up doors for individuals and families 
to learn a very old, traditional art that centers on a more "practical" 
way to defend oneself, but is very similar to other forms in the spiritual 

senior sociology majors michael hresko and alberto oqueli demonstrate a jiu jitsu move called an "arm bar." 
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~~ 
BUY ONE FRUIT SMOOTHIE, 

GET THE 2ND HALF OFF 
BUY A PANINI OR WRAP, 

GET UNLIMITED $1 DRAFTS 

VALID WITH STUDENT ID 

. INFUSED 
5,00PM-7,30PM M-F $ 2 DRINKS 

$1oFF ALL FRPz~oU~s 
IND N STR ET • 0 D TOWN 

"Nanny's" Oatmeal 
Old fashion oatmeal filled with raisons, pineapple 
and shredded coconut! Served 7am-11am daily. 

"Trini" Beef Pie 
Special island bread filled with Caribbean seasoned 
ground beef. 

"Poor Man's" Aloo Pie 
Fresh mashed potatoes with garlic seasoning in 
special _island bread. 

"The Shack" Combo Pie 
Both beef and potatoes in tasty island bread .. 

"Caribbean" Choka & Chips 
Like Salsa only better! 4 heat levels of Island Mild, 
Sabita Spicy, T&T Dynamite, and Death by Choka! 

"Island" Dog 
Not your dads wiener! Juicy Ballpark Beef Franks with 
Choka, island salad and hot sauce! 

"Street Vendor" Doubles 







~ , ... ~:::;. -- - -=:... 

As Wal:Ker mulcitasks wi~ a:rc projects and art <:_?ntracc jobs, §he - personal, sincere interest ifl-his ar:t·scuaenls.· • . 
= - doesn't limit herself to-only painting jobs - she cakes on any-artistic-work , = - ,Walker also get; f eedbackf ;~m arc coP~gues. Shi ~ ill still ca]f~ola.. ~- -

she can. For example, Walker stumbled across a job creating wedding art friend an1 ask,""Remember the problems i liad with c-◊mposition·? I'll ""'" • • 
invitations addressed in nice handwriting for $80. It's not much, she said, ee-mail you..tlie--piGUire.ancl mil me.wnac you thiiik:." - _ "'.,. _ 

_ "but hey, if's $80 that goes co gcocs ries for the_ Il(<Xt two w_sel_<s." . . Wicli the art comm~ity afCSU gi:.adua c~, WalKer is n~ eFalene. • ,..fa~ 
• Walker isn't asking for much now. • She.aniher ~ c-friends. ~ip i1: ~otich~ Tifey di~~s~ ~rlifJ ~dw!T~r. 6ri;.·:. :· :: 

_ 'Tma·babyfishinapond,"shesaid,addi_ngthacsheknowssome _ rrii:ationsthey'1einvolved l!1_ . :::- ~-. ~--. • .:'.."=.'":-0 ~ -s-. 

-established artists who have put about 1 o y~s into a.community like Fore_ •• Walke; said Fqrc-Coflin.§_<;l.oes-a greerj_ob ~f proyiffi!ig op p9.rumiry: _.F5 
- Collins. le t akes time for recognition· and profit from arc. '.Bue for Walker, '= for artists, but it's harlknowi~g whit 0ppo'rcµni ci is-~vail-il5le becius~ she: -

her ideal lifestyle isn't one of glam0ur and fame. _ .., i~ so.hew. co th~~ orld ol;soliciJi!lg ,.rt. _h's h~d;,co.Bna_,l b1,!Sin~s ·u th~-- . _ .. 
.,.. - ~ "I juSc-Wanc co cbv~r my bills By doing Some thing I 10'\7~ and save·~$;100_ _ WOfla ofJine-~ rs, tt~sai~:-t'ft't a0c lilre coffetiuCt:1~11 QJ.e-flag~rrle~:(~Itlft -z;: 

- - co $200 a !Ilonth- and be able co·buy phenomenal birthday presents for , 93 percent.:j<~b pla5eme~c.''-~;.;- ··"': -.;:; ~ ~- -:;_-: ? "'; --_ :;:· '? i- :~:"" -· -
, my family," she said. ~ _ Still, Walj(er is not giving up. Growing up, her creative earents pressed , 
"' Until iliac day comes, Walker compromi~. She pull;~herself past : - - her ~cfscle-sicl;; . .::w-~er'~ othef,: vyhdcli{!]"f~~~ce{aillics-.;,,ork; _~.sl ~. ': :: 

- _ aisles of n.igh.end· m cools and paint.she l~ve5..to. use, su_eh as tire ''Golden'' - = f~~er, wiio did. woqchyo;k ·a:1:Var&. g_ave he'tpr:.ojtqs~t? Jre~p_henc:feat~vi..fy . ,:;:;·· 
brand, and recycles. She cleans her old brushc;s and paints over old can- flowing. Now, Walker ciruioc imagine doing anycliing else.: :._ : • _ 

_ vases fro{Il c:ollege. ~ ':"';. - ";: _ "'; For IT<?.W, the art'cqv!:_dng_her ~iJl.s..reni.ail_!si_qtacr. Bt¥ frtfive o_! 1 o; =:: - -~ 
But before any <l these recycled c;arfvase,s enter, a gallery, Walker wants • years they pay be acar{ auction D~. in-a gaJlery_ an? he_f Ir~ ian painti°cgs 

to create ~at she con-;iders the h; ly grail of a";-c. . - - - • ~ ay m u: the wills of an1 ca1.an resciurmc: W~r may have hero~n" ~ 
"A series," she said. "One piece of art chat leads co anothc::r _piece of arc. ~ - gallery someday, a famous set·ofseries or a signature design.rcmlicated. .,;;;,_ ..,_ :.. 

' Ten to 12 paintings th'ac cohesively go, .eladng.to each o ther." - ·- - - in iwr old coll~ge art.class~~ Walkerrn:;_y be.a "st~ing.-.µiisr;" b~t,ilie iY ·-: 
Walker said most galleries require a series o f work. A collection of • -a;h optimisii~starving artist. _Ferhap _ it 'is· ~caos-e sh~-w~n't ~ec·do~ lie_r :-~ • 

themed paintings betters an artist's chances oflanding in a gallery. Just as ga,!nt brush.__ _ ,, _ _ = . -"' -=- _ 
• "'musici!1fls create albums with .?- mes1age or theme that strings the_ listener .. _ ·Walker has fo1:_n_d that "so!fl~ching" i~ l~fe that sh~:_anrtol. liv: _~ ith:: 0 ~ ,z. "· 

- along from one song to ' the next; so do paintiRgs. Both can gi:ve a new - out.-Even if slie n&er made;: ~ clime on het arc! sne.wq"uld-still co~tin~e .. :' :---.:;.· .. : 
perspective to the world. painting, she said. • • -

And.Walkerisalreadypainting-anew perspective-.an-ideafora ~ - .,..."Iclon'.tfeellikemyself:ifldon't:". ■ ca _--;_ - ~:.: ~::..- --·~ ~:,3_--· 
_future seri~. Jhe college art on he_r walls was p·aimea fr91!1 straight.ll1.lgles. - ·--~ ?..., .::,,:- --:.~-= _: -,:i?~ 

Now she wants to cry a new perspective. A perspective of looking down at 
~the world:-- not just straight on. She; is also exp~rimenting with figures ~ 
lot ofhe;_iiliy and vibrant flesh c-◊nes on canvas. 

"I love using fi~ res," Walk~r said. She believes people are most ,.. 
rewarding and complicated co paint. A living being.replicated on canyas 

- is different than a landscape, which may be gorgeous, she said, but not as 
- much ofa-chailenge. 

The figures lining Walker's living room walls represent different stages 
of her life, she said. Hc::r portraits are an expression of the people in them. 

_ The Italian art in her kitchen is from a summer trip to Italy: '.'A:P~r-
sonal journey, that inspired me co do arc," Walker said. \Xi'li.e she returned 
from Italy, she bought two-dimensional frames at Wal-Marc d incorpo­
rated various pamphlets on Icaly, referring co pliotos for painting id!=. 

- The p~ nting of h~ ds hanging in the middle of h r living room -;,,as 
made from a thin, amawnite !board she hammerea down·to create an 
irregular edged canvas. She said she.wanted to match the image of hands 

- co the oucside of the-organic canvas. The painting also lancled in the -
Undergraduate h Shdw last year in the Curfman Gallery in the Lory 

·Student Center. 
Walker credits lier ti eat CSU for her siutls ow.-One of her-arc 

professors, Dave Yust, who rote a mmeikfiition etter for her port­
folio, still .:-mails her about di ~ ga]Jery-;Q):l~llgi'ofand places she can 
submit her work in Fq_rc C01.lins. 

Yust is someone W; 

ho took a 
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hot button 

CURIOSITY 
CASTS 

CREATIVITY 
► photos by kotie stevens 

amber drake (left) hammers texture into a small copper sheet and works on a metals piece in the graduate metalsmithing studio. kale brennan (right) burns a metal 
cylinder to alter its color. 

C 
hemistry students wouldn't blink at the mention of 
molecular structures, a student in psychology has 
heard loads about aging and design and merchandis­
ing students have probably created numerous hand­
bags. Kate Brennan has studied all of them, and she 

isn't in any of those fields. By bending, casting and soldering, she has 
made molecules, a purse and other peculiar sculptures out of metal. 

Brennan is a third year graduate student in the metalsmithing 
and jewelry program at CSU. Although she can make jewelry, she is 
mostly interested in sculptural metalsmithing. 

"Metalsmithing is definitely a unique art form because it is so spe­
cific to the materials and processes," Brennan said. "Using your skills 
of soldering, joining and forming to create a 3-D piece out of sheet 
metal is very satisfying. It is a tougher material, yet fragile at the same 
time. You have to have patience, time and skill to create something." 

Brennan's work stems from her curiosity, but as easy as it would 
be for her to make anything that comes to mind, she also researches 
the topics she is interested in. 

"Part of the nice thing about being an artist is you can work with 
anything that you're interested in - society, science, plants, architec­
ture, etcetera," Brennan said. 

When she began as a graduate student, Brennan was interested 
in superstitions and individual luck. She transformed her curiosity 
into "Do You Feel Lucky?" a metal device that cracks a wishbone in 
two without the help of another person. She is most proud of "From 
Molecule to Memory," a piece made in the fall of 2006 that addresses 
her interest in the connection between smell and memory. 

"I started to research the idea, and I realized that certain smells 
can definitely trigger memory. You know, you smell a certain perfume 
and you're like, 'Oh my gosh, grandma!"' Brennan said. 

The piece is composed of various molecular structures, which 
look like clusters of bubbles, representing the chemical makeup of 
substances with strong scents. Each of the structures, made of silver, 
copper or bronze, has a spot where the scents are added, so viewers 
can actually smell things such as bleach, chlorophyll (fresh cut grass) 
and eugenol (a dentist's office). 
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"I create art to focus not only on my personal thoughts and ideas, 
but also to allow the viewer to form his or her own interpretations, 
making each piece specific and personal to the individual viewer," 
Brennan said. "With this I hope they can construct their own ideas 
and learn something about themselves and our surroundings." 

Currently, a lot of Brennan's inspiration comes from what is go­
ing on in her personal life and wha~ she finds interesting in the world. 

"I am intrigued by what is going on in society and how our cul­
ture exists within those terms," she said. 

Inspired by the irreversible reality of aging, Brennan's most recent 
project is a purse made of more than 500 feet of silver wire. When 
complete, the inside will be lined with skin-like latex and the purse 
will cost more than $300 just for the silver. 

"I was really interested in how we age," Brennan said. "I am 27. It 
hasn't hit me yet. I don't feel like I have physically aged. When I look 
at pictures of me in high school it's pretty much the same, but I'm 
coming upon that, so I researched it." 

She said the purse symbolizes the idea of being pristine and beau­
tiful but also aged and weathered at the same time. 

the metals program 

Brennan's metal sculptures clutter the 15-by-20 foot stu­
dio that she shares with Amber Drake, a first year graduate 

student. The two women are the only students in the 
graduate metalsmithing program, and they spend 
nearly 12 hours a day in the studio, which is tucked in 

the northeast wing of the Visual Arts Building. Studio space and in­
structional time allow for a maximum of four students in the metals 
graduate program. 

"CSU's metalsmithing grad program is actually not as small as it 
sounds; many programs nationwide are similar," said Haley Bates, an 
assistant professor of art and the metalsmithing and jewelry area coor­
dinator, in an e-mail interview. ''A small number of grads allows for 
a more individualized and fluid curriculum. For CSU, it also means 
each student gets more studio space and greater opportunities to gain 
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hands-on experience teaching and maintaining a large studio." 
Bates is the sole metals instructor at CSU, although Brennan and 

Drake teach an introductory metals class as part of their requirements 
for the graduate program. According to the CSU Office of Budgets 
and Institutional Analysis, there are nine undergraduate students in 
the metalsmithing and jewelry program, but other art students enroll 
in metals classes for electives. 

Brennan and Drake did not attend CSU as undergraduates. They 
attended Edinboro University of Pennsylvania, but didn't know each 
other until Drake came to CSU. Brennan was in the upper division 
courses at Edinboro when Drake, 24, began the metals program. 
They also both began as ceramics students, but switched to metals 
after taking an introductory course and deciding that ceramics was 
too messy for them. 

Drake said they had the option to take metals, fibers or woodshop 
as an elective at Edinboro. "A creepy old dude" taught woodshop and 
fibers was scary, but the student work displayed in the hall drew her 
to metals. 

"Believe it or not," Brennan added, "metalsmithing is mostly fe­
males. It's a really supportive network of women. It's like comforting, 
gossipy awesomeness. The two professors at Edinboro were very nice 
females, and I felt very comfortable with it. They were very encourag­
ing. When I took it, it was a very good experience." 

Their experience at CSU has been similar. 
"I really appreciate how closely I can work with Haley," Brennan 

said. "I try to experiment with techniques a lot. I figure this is the 
time and the place because that way ifl have questions, either Amber 
or Haley will know. They're always there to help." 

II a career in metals 

In addition to producing their work, Brennan and Drake are 
expected to show it on and off campus. They have to be active in 
the field, advertise themselves and get their work in various shows 
for other artists to see, Brennan and Drake said. They would like 
to sell their sculptures and jewelry, but it's hard to do. They 
don't want to be production artists, which means they don't 
want to make a few pieces that can be reproduced quickly 
and-inexpensively. They would rather produce one-of-a-kind 
sculptures. 

"The thing is, a lot of the work we do is not functional; it's not 
like a cup or spoon or bowl. It just looks cool and has cool conceptual 
meanings," Brennan said. "It's hard to sell artwork. There is a market 
for it, but it's definitely tough." 

For a series of optical sculptures that Brennan made, she would 
have to charge about $2,000 per piece to make $10 per hour after 
gallery fees and material expenses. 

"It's not reliable," Drake added. "What happens this month might 
not happen for the next two months. But the more shows you have, 
the more people will be willing to buy your work because they are 
familiar with it." 

During winter break, Brennan packaged some of her optical 
sculptures - that are reminiscent of antique binoculars made of cop-
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► photo courtesy of kote brennon 

"go on, toke o closer look" is an optical series by kate brennan, a third year 
graduate student, who has been working with metals for seven years. 

per and silver sheet metal with colored plexiglass lenses - in plastic 
bins stuffed with Styrofoam and shipped them to Savannah, Ga. In 
March, the pieces will be displayed at the Society of North American 
Goldsmiths (SNAG) conference, where many successful metalsmiths 
will see her work. 

"High-caliber exhibitions in galleries and museums create access 
to a wider segment of the general public, exposing more people to 
the historical, artistic, and cultural impact of the work. Exhibitions of 
this quality also inspire other artists, jewelers, designers, and metal­
smiths," the SNAG Web site states. 

However, both women realize they probably won't be able to 
rely solely on their artwork, even if they become well known. Right 
now they rely on grants that Bates helps them get and their graduate 
teaching positions. 

"There are actually quite a few different types of opportunities for 
metalsmiths and jewelers; the challenge is finding the one that fits," 
Bates said. "Most people are surprised by the fact that metalsmith­
ing is any sort of a job at all. They have either never heard of it, or 
the assumption is usually that I am a metallurgist or a high-end retail 
jeweler, and though metalsmiths are often a little of both, the field is 
much broader than that." 

Graduates of the metalsmithing program end up in many differ­
ent careers. One of Bates' previous students is a bench jeweler in Fort 
Collins, one is the jewelry buyer for a boutique in Cherry Creek, one 
is a designer at a gallery in Dallas, Texas, one has her own studio in 
Berkeley, Cali£, and some began their own studios to make and sell 
their work. 

When Brennan receives her Master of Fine Arts in May, she is 
going to look for an art teaching job. 

"I have a passion to teach, but ifl could make it on just my own 
work, I probably would do that," Brennan said. "But that won't 
happen, so I'll go wherever it takes me. I would go to Siberia if that's 
what it took. There's always a need for art teachers somewhere. Ifl'm 
curring out snowmen with fourth graders, that's cool. I really just like 
the environment and being around students." ■ Ca 
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hot button 
by a us t i n h a l l 

h the Lens 
focusing on loco I photography 

B 
ehind images of beautiful Colorado landscapes and 
portraits illustrating the loving embrace of a bride and 
groom are the people who are passionate about an art 
form many take for granted. 

Photographs have become staples of many young 
people's social experiences, thanks in large part to photo applications on 
social networking Web sites such as Face book and MySpace. Technology 
advances such as camera phones and programs like Adobe Photoshop 
and Lightroom create easy-to-use "electronic darkrooms" that draw 
more and more people into the digital photography era, said Pete Seel, 
a CSU associate professor who specializes in photojournalism. 

"With digital cameras, it is instant gratification," said wedding 
photographer Marshall Miller. 

However, professional photographers know the art form has the 
power to visually captivate its audiences, and that is why they devote 
their time to perfecting the composition and beauty of their work. 

"Photographs are one of the most powerful (modes) of 
communication," Seel said. ''A photograph can seize a moment in 
time." 

That moment may be the exchange of wedding vows, a spring 
storm rolling in over the foothills or a climber ascending a jagged rock 
face. The location and community of Fort Collins providesnumerous 
opportuniti~s for photographers of all artistic styles. 

"It's a really active scene ... we have a lot of people doing a lot of 
different kinds of photography," Seel said. 

For instance, some local photographers are drawn to the dramatic 
landscapes surrounding Fort Collins. 

"Landscape photography is definitely appreciated in the area," said 
photographer Adrian Davis, who published a book of wilderness photos, 
"In and Around the Lakes - Landscapes of Northern Colorado." 

"Yeah, there's a lot of natural beauty," echoed local photographer 
Cole Thompson, who was awarded second place Photographer of the 
Year in 2007 from the Black and White Spider Awards. 

Sometimes the inspiration photographers seek not only comes 
from their subjects, but also from other photographers. 
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local adventure photographer daniel bailey's photo of a young buddhist lama, 
ladakh, india. 





politics 
by aaron hedge 

Textbook Conundrum 
students lobbY, for affordability and 

industry officials cry "unnecessary" 

A 
s textbook prices continue to escalate at twice the rate 
of inflation, like they have since 1984, students ask if 
there will be a lull in the trend. Meanwhile, news outlets 
and textbook industry officials decry efforts by student 
organizations, and state and national legislators bring to 

light the reasons for the dismal price tag - one that costs the average 
student anywhere from $700 to $1,000 a year. 

Blake Gibson, a junior biomedical science major and president of 
the Associated Students of Colorado (ASC), along with several cohorts 
from the Associated Students of CSU, led student letter-writing cam­
paigns and facilitated talks with state legislators last fall to introduce 
legislation into Colorado law that would, in theory, indirectly slow the 
upward spiral of text

1

book prices. • 
Like national and state measures that have· been introduced re­

cently, and in some cases passed, Gibson's policy would not require 

publishers to lower their prices, but would increase transparency in the 
industry that he and other student leaders call a "broken market." 

Nicole Allen, a spokeswoman with maketextbooksaffordable.org 
dedicated to textbook affordability, said the teacher acts as a middle­
man and the actual purchaser of the product - the student - is un­
aware of the price until it is too late. 
-The opposition------------

Teachers order textbooks with quality in mind, so there is little, if 
any, price negotiation with the publisher during an order. The Rocky 
Mountain News posed a theory in a November 2007 editorial that 
the fault lies with teachers, alleging that it is their responsibility to 
negotiate harder for be.tter pricing and actively request old editions and 
demand price disclosure. 

The premise, according to Gibson, is that a more transparent in­
dustry will prevent publishers from hiking the price of their books at 

four times the rate of inflation because the teacher will choose 
the lowest bidder of a work if bids are actually made. 

Allen said the topic of price rarely enters the sales conversa­
tion between a teacher and a publisher, causing the teacher to 
ignore variables other than quality. 

"When they are required to tell a professor that the cost 
of a te;tbook is over $100, the appeal of the textbook goes 
down," she said. 

Using the "cereal-buying" analogy, popular among student 
organizations, Allen illustrated the need for publishers to act 
like any other marketer. She said if a shopper is in the cereal 
aisle craving a high-end version of a certain type of cereal and 
notices less expensive alternatives, they are not as likely to opt 
for the name brand. "You might decide Golden Grahams are 
not worth $5 and go for the $3 generic equivalent." 

"You would think (price) would be a volunteer thing . . . as 
in normal marketplace practice," Gibson added. 
-The mission------------

A report by Allen's organization shows that many teachers 
never hear the price of the product until they order. Of 287 
Massachusetts teachers surveyed in the report, 77 percent say 
publishers never volunteer price disclosure and only 38 percent 
said publishers disclosed the price when asked. 

, ► photo by odriono lopez 
torry anh ho , a senior technical journalism major, browses for textbooks at rams bookstore in 
the lory student center 

"This proves the need for legislation," Allen said. The reason 
the legislation is necessary is the textbook industry is inher­
ently flawed - it doesn't work like a normal marketplace." 
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The Rocky Mountain News' 
editorial board also said student 
organizations should fo~us on 
what it called more important 
"higher-ticket items" related 
to college affordability such as 
tuition, which the editorial said 
has increased 240 percent over 
the last 22 years. 

But Gibson said that if stu­
dents and government officials 
all work on one piece of the 
"puzzle of college affordability," 
the entire cost of education will 
eventually shrink. He also said 
that to identify any one issue as 
less important than another is 
irresponsible. 

But Bruce Hildebr;md, a 
spokesman for the Associa­
tion of American Publishers, 
echoed the sentiments of the 
Rocky Mountain News, saying 
the textbook market is riddled with transparency and that students and 
teachers also bear the burden of responsibility. He said if they did their 
research when buying books, they are bound to find ;in infinite num­
ber of resources that would help alleviate their light-wallet woes. 

Indeed, if one Googles an International Standard Book Number 
(ISBN) for a particular textbook, the search engine pulls up thousands 
of hits for that book. They include online resources like Amazon,com, 
bookfinder.com and bookspot.com - all of them claim to save students 
money through offering deals, unbundling options, old editions and 
by-the-chapter buying options. 

But experts with maketextbooksaffordable.com say that students 
are unlikely to research their options when buying textbooks, 

"Using Google is not an acceptable form of transparency," Gib­
son said. "To me, that's not transparency in the marketplace. That's 
opaqueness." • 

The three major problems cited by student organizations and ad­
dressed in most proposed legislation are: lack of price disclos4re to 
teachers from publishers, a shortage of bundling options and what 
teachers surveyed in the maketextbooksaffordable.com report call "un-
necessary" new editions. • 
-What colorado is doing 

Gibson said his legislation has a good chance of becoming law in 
August after this summer's legislative session. Five state lawmakers sup­
port the bill, including Rep. John Kefalas (D, District 54) and Rep. 
Randy Fischer (D, District 53). If passed, the measure will take effect 
Aug. 6, 2008. 

Kefalas said he has talked to Republican and Democratic lawmak­
ers and the proposal has appeal on both ends of the political spectrum. 
He recognized the need for more transparency in the publishing in­
dustry and said every measure to make higher education affordable is 

essential. 
''We have ,megdoqµ ev!denge that the Je~!~lation thar we'1e pr-Ppgs-. 

in~ has caused the prige of texthP.ok~ to gp down'' in other st.ires, he 
s,M, . . • •• 

Kefal.is praisecl th!:! i\SC's initi?-tive .ind said th!! m!:la~ure w!ll p.rqp, 
ably be imp)emi;nted, "h's abol-!t c11refol delibemion with goPd legisla-
tion , , . that's what the leg!dative prni;;ess is ;l.)l abmn," ' 

"This is a measure th,n is going to make ~oll!,:ge more atf'Ardahk 
without spimdlng a sing!(;) rµpayer doll.i,r,'' Clhson ~aid, ''h really hM a 
bro.id bipaqis.in appeal." • 

Despite outqy from th!l pul:ilishing imlµstty, the V.S, HPuse of 
Represent;itives is reviewing a Mtiimal hill similar rn Oihson's, The 
rmiona! bill woulg also Hump othi::r gate me,m1m that Allen says an: 

in.i1'.Ii;~eing the target • 
California Goy. Ar11olf! Si::hwarzep.egger vewed .i bi!) in Del-'.emher 

2007 that pad the same pµrpos!! as Gibson's legislation in favor pf .i 
policy that only requires publishers m disi::!Qse p,ril-'.e infArmatioq when 
asked for it, Allen says this is unal-'.Hlpfaple, 

"lt didn't clo rhe op.e rhing rhar qeeded w happep. ro rec!ui::e price, 
whii::h is to introduce price in the s.iles coqversarion 4p from,'' she 
said, "1be publishers gpt off the hook th.at way, PY passing the we~er 
legislation," • • 

Gibson rei::o~nizes th?-r re~poqsibi)icy exim for everr p~rcy in the 
book-puying pvocess, put 011e qf rtw p::spm1sihilities helonging ro the 
publisher is to ens4re rhat te11i::hers knP'V what their srni:lenrs 11re gets 
ting thewselyes into pefore rhey spake hap.ds with a publisper, 

"Students haye the responsibilicy to dq their homework," Gibson 
said, "(!3ut) the p4blishers have the respopsip,ility ro be tr.insp~rent, 
and so to skirt arounq the issue is urta~ceptable." ■ Ca 

*original graph from college board annual survey of colleges and bureau of labor statistics, 
illustration by makayla braden 
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health 
by heather hawkins 

Bad Breaks 
vacations aren't always fun 1n the sun 

S 
t4deri~ ~pei::t va,qitjpM to be relaxi11g and packed with fun.. 
!ipweyer, B,uley Carlspn's trip tP Ven¢i.uda last year didn't quite 

meet his e,cpectatjo11s, 
• Fo1.1r day~ In.to hls trip, Carlson, a senior computer science 

st1.1den.t, l:wg.m ~periencing ~treme bloating, intestinal cramps 

and diarrhea., Doc;;tors coµldn't con.firm the illness since Carlso11 didn't 

seek, medical a.i:ten.tlon until about a. month efq,:r returning from the South 
A.mer!~ <::Q\.IMty, P\.lt they said he lik,ely had giardia, 

People get sjck when they ingest the giardia p;trasite - either through 

Infected fop~ or water or by not washing their hands after tpu<Jhing cons 
wnln;tt!!d bathrnoqi fut1-1res or ut<:msils .illlq then eating, according to the 

Centers for Disease Cpmrgl and Prevention. (CDC). 
f'l wasn't verr p.utipµs a.bP.ut what I a.ti! Pr drank, because my brother 

nev1;;r ha.ri a problem wirl-1 a,p.yrtiin.g anri has been living there for two 
ye;trs," said CllJlson, 23. '!Most of the water I had was 1-1nder the assump­

tion dw me provider ha.d !:,oiled it, b1.1t there Wi!S no gqarantee." 
Six months ,¢:er his trip, Carlson still experienced storn.ach cramps 

and digestive pro!:>kws, sq he ~a.w a. ~astroeµ1:em!ogist who said he had 
posr-bacrerial irr!ta.!:>le bP.wel syµ<lfo111e , There wasq't much he could do 
bes!d!!S ea.t. a,qjve-cµlt,ure yPg4rt, whic;;h helped a little, but Carlson still 

bwps a \qt as a resµlt pf the in.fection. 
Although Carlspn is nP longer jqfected with giardia anri qinµot spread 

it rn others, th!!re was a chance he cquld have spread It early on, especially 

rn his tP.Qmmates. Giardia caq be very contagious. Outbreaks of giardia 
have resulteri frqm people swi111mini,; in poois, lakes, rivers and the ocean 
while in.fected, accprding to the CDC, 

Infecting others 

' On a camp1.15 of27,000 people, on!! persoq with a travel-related illness 
could potentially infeq everyone at csu: Although unlikely, students 

m?-kjqg t:4eir way to sandy bea,ches, back howe or to the snow-covered 

hills du+ing spring break 11eecl rn thin.k abpµt their health and take precau­

tlPm to proteq themselves and others, 
CSU hasn't experienq:d a severe medical 04tbreak caused by student 

travelers, bur local physici;ms ancl nurses said that dpesn't mean the univer­
sity will never experieqci:: oqe. 

The school sei::s a Jot qf people returning from spring bre;ik with 
nasty "common. colds," Dr. Kathy Waller, a physician at CSU's Hartshorn 
Health Services, said in an e-mail interview. These colds are spread br-
respirat droplets, so people who cough or sneeze without covering their 
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mouths or touch doorknobs and keyboards after coughing or sneezing can 

allow viruses to spread. 
So far, mild outbreaks in respiratory infections, including influenza 

and pertussis, and noroviruses - which cause nausea, vomiting and 
diarrhea - have been the most worrisome medical cases the Fort Collins 

community has experienced as a result of travel, said Susanne Murray, a 

registerecl nurse with the Larimer County Department of Health and En­
vironment's Communicable Disease Team. The team of 10 works closely 

with CSU to monitor outbreaks. 

"We typically see flu spikes in this community related to people travel­
ing for the holidays and coming back," Murray said. ''And we have had the 

same issue from individuals traveling during spring break." 
Dr. Tom Dieringdt, it physician at Hartshorn, said influenza often 

has regional variations in incidence within the United States, and it is 

common for the illness to be carried back and forth between regions by 
u-aveling home during breaks. This is why influenza is the most common 
travel-related illness in the winter, followed by viral gastroenteritis - re­

ferred to as the "stomach flu" - and viral colds. 

Risks are quite variable when students travel outside the United States, 
Waller said. Accommodations, the country's level of development, the 

duration of their stay and activities can affect students' risks for illness in 
foreign countries, Hartshorn warns international student-travelers of trav­

eler's diarrhea, typhoid fever, hepatitis and meningitis, which ~e spread 

person-to-person or through infected food or water. 
"There is certainly always a chance that any college campus, includ­

ing CSU, could experience an outl:ireak of a more severe nature whenever 
groups of students travel to a common place," Waller said. 

Students who return from their vacation and become ill should seek 
medical attention to treat their illness and avoid spreading it to others. 

"They should always be sure to tell the provider who is caring for them 
that they have recently returned from vacation· and the specific destina­

tions visited," Waller added. Depending on the specific illness, the severity 
of it or the number of cases seen, CSU health officials would notify state 

and national health officials, but they don't have to notify them for every 

travel-related illness on campus. 
"For example, even one case of meningococcal meningitis would 

be reported to the county and state health departments and the CDC," 
Waller said. "If a duster of two to three cases of unusually severe or specific 

symptoms were seen, the county health department epidemiologists likely 
would be consulted for assistance. We also .QUI the county if we see three 
or more cases ; f gastrointestinal illness where the students have all eate~ at 



the same establishment or possibly traveled to the same destination." 
The Communicable Disease Team constantly works with CSU, local 

health care providers, government leaders, businesses, law enforcement 
and fire departments, among others, to prepare the Fort Collins and CSU 
communities for potential outbreaks. Today, the Communicable Disease 
Team's largest concern is the threat of pandemic flu, Murray said. 

A pandemic is an outbreak that affects numerous people all over the 
world at the same time, according to Larimer County's pandemic flu 
Web site, larimerflu.org. Airplane travel has the potential to spread vari­
ous strains of influenza domestically and internationally, according to an 
article in the Public Library of Science Medical Journal. . 

"If we prepare for a pandemic, which is the biggest thing, we can be 
prepared for the smaller things," Murray said. 

Individual health agencies, including the Larimer County health 
department, can notify one another of travel-related illnesses through the 
Epidemic Information Exchange (EPI-X) on the CDC Web site 24 p.ours 
a day, seven days a week. The system provides immediate notification 
by identifying, investigating and responding to health threats across the 
country. 

The EPI-X was used in 2001, after more than 200 U.S. college 
students contracted an acute respiratory illness after inhaling fungus at 
a hotel construction site during spring break in Mexico. Since it was an 
international issue, the CDC worked with the Mexico Ministry of Health 
to conduct an investigation of the outbreak and additional information 
was posted on the CDC site. 

'l , , Taking precautions 

So before students pack their bags for a fun-filled trip to South 
America or an adventure through Asia's past, they need to think about 
their health. 

Waller, advises students traveling abroad to visit the Travel Medicine 
Clinic at Hartshorn to discuss risks specific to their destination, activities 
and health history. Many immunizations or medications are available to 
prevent food and water-borne illnesses and insect-borne diseases, some of 
which are required for international travel. Because some immunizations 
take several months to complete, Waller said students should visit the 
clinic as early as possible. 

Many travel-related illnesses are spread between humans by respira­
tory secretions, like coughing or sneezing, and the "fecal-oral" route," 
Waller added. 

"It sounds gross, but Hepatitis A, typhoid fever_ and traveler's diarrhea 
are spread by fecal-oral route, meaning that someone who his it does not 
wash their hands after going to the bathroom and then ~ouches or pre­
pares food, which carries the organism to others who eat it, or it is spread 
in the water where sanitation is not adequate." 

e this guy 

Carlson didn't get. any vaccinations before he went ·co Ve~ezuela last 

year because none were required, o~y recommended. 
"I can't determine if it was food or water th~t lnade me sick. I ate a 

lot of questionable stuff," he said, adding that he did not take precautions 
because his brother had never gotten sick and told him it likely wouldn't 
be a problem. "I guess my immune system V:asn't ·as strong as hjs." 

"Students should try to' keep themselves healthy by washing their 
hands frequently," Waller said. "We recommend carrying hand sanitizer 
and using it frequently, especially before meals.''. . Students should also 
avoid eating raw or undercooked foods, especiilly when traveling in i.m­
derdeveloped countries, and should drink only purified water. It also helps 
to maintain a healthy lifestyle by avoiding alcohol, tobacco, and drugs; 
getting adequate sleep; staying hydrated; and. trying to eat healthy foods. 

Carlson said he did wash his hands regularly an1 bottled water was 
available; but he chose not to drink it. . 

"I'd be more ca~~ous next ti!ne, althoug)i onJy t~ the poitit bf enjoy-
ment," Carlson said. ''I,t's not.WC:Jftq ~~ing .Ji.~ about, in my opini O 

pun intended." ■ Ca • 
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hot button 
by aaron hedge 

Religious Strife 
different voices, different views 

amie Waugh shook her head in frustration as she 
walked through the Lory Student Center Plaza one 
cold October day. She was annoyed at the bold 
statements a clean-cut Christi an missionary named 
Tom Shore was making from his wooden stoo l in che 

center of a 50-studenc circle chat had gathered to listen 
to and argue with him. 

She walked into the LSC muttering co herself about 
how that type of behavior has no place at a public 
venue. After all, who was Shore co tell random college 

students that the way they are living their lives is wrong and 
they need co change? 

" It's just annoying," Waugh said. "I don't chink that's the 
way co get co people, standing out there in the plaza, yelling. 
I'm totally religious, (but) I just think that's ridiculous." 

Shore stood on the plaza from noon co 4 p.m. for three 
days during che fall , gathering a larger crowd every day. When 
he ended on Oct. 18 , nearly 200 students surrounded him. 
Some came co support his ministry, some came co object and 
ochers came for a good show. Leaders in student Christian 
organizations on campus say no matter why they were there, 
every student showed their face on the plaza because they 

knew ic was an important debate. 

Finding his niche 
Dave Cole, a then graduate student who helped with the 

Short ministry ac CSU, said students who argued with Shore 
on the plaza were doing so because they saw passion in his 
preaching and wanted co know about ic. 

"People are yearning for spirituality ... you can see it in a 
lot of things , whether it be yoga or peace rallies," said Cole , 
a former discipleship team leader with The Rock, a student 
Christian group at CSU. 

Cole's childhood was filled with confusion about the 
meaning of life. His mother dragged him co a Baptise church 
every Sunday, while his father stayed home and watched 
football. 

"My mom said, ' The heck if I'm gonna let my kid stay 
at home and waste his life on football,"' Cole remembered. 
But he didn't buy into the Christian lifestyle because he 
was taught science in school and believed that science 
contradicted religion . 
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"I was an atheist until I was 15," he said. 
In 2003 , three years after becoming a Christian, Co le 

came co CSU co study business finance and immediately got 
involved with The Rock. 

" I was cold that unless you get plugged in right away you 
kind of have chis temptation to kind of walk away," he said. 
"So I was looking for someone co call my fami ly and the first 
day, these guys (from The Rock) were helping me move my 
stuff inco my dorm room." 

The Rock and its members soon became his niche, 
something he said all people need. 

Although Cole said human nature includes a need to 
be loved, accepted and establish spirituality, humans are 
naturally turned off by the idea of commitment co a lifetime 
of Christian servitude. 

"People co unt che coses and they count the benefits, 
and they're much more familiar with the coses and it's not 
a hard decision co make," he said . "The costs almost always 
outweigh the benefits from their perspective. If there is no 
God, there's no one co be held accountab le by." 

So when representatives of today's controversial Christian 
contingent like Shore cry co promote their message, they must 
use bold and sometimes offensive tactics. 

"(Shore) looks co make the provocative statement because 
if it's not provocative, no one cares," Cole said. "Sometimes 
the truth is offensive. We're not going co stop talking about 
the Holocaust because it was offensive. It 's a tragic story that 
needs co be cold." 

But proponents of ocher religions say chat although 
Christians feel chis respectable commi tment to their faith, 
they don't need co fo llow it to the point of advocating it 

openly in public. 

Perspective of another belief 
Sage Morris-Green, a Jewish grad uate student in . 

philosophy, said Jews advertise their beliefs, but they don't 
put them up for sale . She added chat Christians sho uld do 
the same. 

"I think it's very noble chat Christian people are worried 
about ocher people's souls co the point that they wane to save 
chem," Morris-Green said. "Thar's great; chat's a very loving 
thing, that's awesome. What I don't think is so cool . . . is chat 



russ franson, left, and joshua melton attend a grace christian church service in the lory student center theater. 
► photos by brondon iwomoto 

they teach that if you don't do this, you're going to Hell. I 
think that crosses the line." 

But her conundrum is that, although she feels Christians 
take it too far, one of the main precepts of Judaism is to not 
dictate how other religions spread. 

"It's kind of a funny catch 22 question . . . because the 
reason we don't try to convert people is because it says 
to let people do their own thing," she said. "(But) when 
(Christians) follow you around and say, 'You're condemned to 
Hell,' because you're not listening to them, I just think that 
that's honestly bulls***." 

Judaism at CSU received a huge boost in support from 
administrators during the fall, when LSC officials broke 
stride in policy enforcement and allowed a Jewish student 
organization to erect a traditional Hebrew tent on the LSC 
Plaza and keep it there for a week. LSC policy prohibits any 
impermanent structure from residing in the Plaza overnight, 
but made the exception for Chabad, when Rabbi Yerachmiel 
Gorelik approached officials and asked to be exempt from the 
policy in respect for Jewish tradition. 

But the issue remains that Judaism, like many other 
religious minorities, is still largely marginalized in the Fort 
Collins community. For last year's Passover celebration in the 

LSC, Chabad had to battle for the right to prepare kosher 
food. 

Morris-Green blames this problem on lack of awareness. 
"The problem with a lot of Jewish kids in Colorado is 

(that) there are not a lot of strong Jewish communities, so a 
lot of Jewish families . . . don't actively participate in Judaism 
and there are a lot of kids who are afraid to participate," she 
said. 

Pop culture's inaccurate depiction of Judaism doesn't help 
either. 

"I have non-Jewish friends who have actually asked this, 
'How can you be Jewish? You don't have any horns on your 
head,"' Morris-Green said. 

Christians don't have this problem because Christianity 

has been the world 's dominant religion for 2,000 years, she 

added . 

The separatists who agree 
Jeremiah White, a Christian missionary who has preached 

on campus for the past few years, agreed with Morris-Green's 
theory that Christians assert themselves in the wrong ways. 
He said the reason for society's hatred of Christianity is 
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hot button 

because of internal shortcomings in the church. 
White, who just returned to Loveland from a 
six-month yurt retreat in Bend, Ore. with his 
wife Stephanie and their two small girls, is a 
minister with A Church in Fort Collins. The 
non-denominational ministry is committed to 
propagating Christ 's teachings in the area and has 
a cot1troversial mission at CSU. • 

Leaders from the Church, often met with 
staunch criticism , stand on the plaza evety week 
at1d ask students if they want to talk about Christ. 

Their old-fashioned message reflects ah old­
fashioned lifestyle. Surrounded b,y warm wood 
walls .covered irt tea bags and antique t ri n,kets ' 
In his quaint new home !rt downtown Loveland: 
White advocated for a bartering system, a "mutual 
btotherly exchange" in a utopian Christian society 
bereft of political strife. 

He says the Christian message is not about 
attacks on modern lifestyle, but about objective 
judgment of secularism based on Biblical precepts 
In one-on-one civil discourse . He says Christians 

justin trong reads o verse from the bible during o groce christion church service in the lory student 
center theater. 

lost that idea 1,700 years ago and now resort to politics, 
televangelism and corporate media to propel their cause to the 
public stage. 

A Church in Fort Collins uses grass-roots evangelistic 
methods that Jesus Christ told His apostles to use 2,000 years 
ago, They walk on to campus and "reason with the students 
out of the scriptures and just try to persuade them concerning 
the things about Jesus Christ t)-iat He was the .redeemer of the 
world, the salvation of ~i.ankind," White said. , 

As Christianity gets caught up in world politics and 
Christian leaders of the United States justify military 
invasion of Third World countries by citing a strong belief in 
democracy and saying it is the Christian thing to do , White 
shakes his head at the religious right and any involvement 
Christians have in politics. 

"If Christians have an agenda in Iraq or Iran, it's· 
publishing the truth of Christ and living a life that 's 
consistent with what He taught," he said. "It's not 
getting behind that war ma-chine of the U.S. or any other 
government." 

White believes the true mission of a Christian is not to 
complain about political affliction, but to bring the gospel to 
all who would hear it , regardless of persecution suffered from 
humanistic society. 

"(Christians) have lost sight of what is essential and 
important," he said. "They say 'Oh they wdn't let us march 
in your parade.' So what? ... If they persecute you for your 
beliefs, turn the other cheek ... . They're attacking spider webs 
in1iead of dealing wit)-i the spider, de/lling with .the heart of 
the matter, <vhich is deJling with men's heam? 

Put he also said h~ agrees that society is afraid of 
t I_\ ' -! 
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Christianity because people who are engrossed in a modern 
lifestyle don't want to be held accoumable for what he called 
their "wicked actions." 

"The gospel gets to the core of man's soul immediately 
with no waste of time and without respect of persons ," White 
said. "And people are offended at God, people hate God." 

The biggest criticism White receives of his church's 
methods is that they call into question secular ways of life 
and assert that they are wrong; but he said the concept that 
judgment is not natural is a con tradiction in terms . He 
invokes judgment as an essential part of preaching, and those 
who claim life can be lived in a non-judgmental way are being 
hypocritical. 

"If there 's truth , there's deception , and each person has 
to make judgments themselves as to what 's true and what's 
fal se," he said . "Even people who say, 'Oh, you shouldn't 
judge, you shouldn't judge.' ... well they're contradicting 
their own philosophy right there. Everybody judges 
_everything. 'Oh that's bitter, that's sweet. That was nice , oh 
that sucks. "' 

But White said his mission doesn't lack a loving element. 
He only fights the religious battle, he said, because he 

wants to better society and ultimately save people. White, 
Short and Cole knew the risk of alienation when they joined 
the Christian m·ovement . • 

"Everything we do' has the potential to shut people off -
Jesus shut people off," Short said . "We can't let the fear of the 
negative' prevent us from doing the right thing." 

*Editor's Note: After this article was completed, Jamie Waugh 
applied Jor arzd rece,ivea a job as a designer f~r the Rocky 
Mountain · Collegian. 



Looking for a 
Good Chiropractor? 

With 22 years of clinical experience 
we get results that matter to you! 

• Traditional chiropractic care 
• Effectiv~ nutritional strategies 
• Rehab and massage services 
• Most insurance accepted/ 

flexible financial arrangements 
• 15% CSU Student Discount 

Dr. Aaron Koepp D.C. 

Feel Be 

C.C.S.P., D.A.B.C.O. 
Colorado Chiropractor of the Year- 1991, 1998 

223-2225 
2550 Stover Street (Drake & Stover) 
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fast forward 

i-th a new evolution of technology, 
things ha.v_e been brought directly to the 
fingertips. The larest u:end is not about 
who has the skinniest phone or wlio has 
the best ringtones. Technology has gone 

above and bey:o ncl ~ r generation is used to and today, 
the.?€~ touch tedinol0gy has taken over. From cell 

ones to navigation to computers ana vicl.eo games, tfie 
newest technology advances lie, literally, at the tip of our 
fingers. 

The technology behind what is known as "multi-touch" 
interface was started around the same time as the Internet, 
but it didn't become a public phenomenon until the release 
of the iPhone just last year. According to billbuxton.com, a 
site about touch technology compiled by Microsoft Research, 
touch devices were created more for scholarly uses until a 
smaller interface could be created, but this is where "fingers 
obscure the small screens." Then, only within the last year 
or two, the more affordable creations came out for the 
public and are becoming less expensive as well as creatively 
unique, with hundreds of different screen options and easier 
interactions. 

Considered one of the best "breakthrough" technology 
devices, according to Apple.com, the iPhone has 
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by valerie hisam 

revolutionized not only the cell phone, but the idea behind 
touch technology. As one of the first fully "touch" capable 
devices, the iPhone relies on the fingers of the world to utilize 
allof. the hig~-tech features it offers. 

There are thousands ofcnrn-er_e_n_t- s_c_r~e-en~ v-1-ew~ s-, ~r-o-c-ta~t-i.-o- n_s ___ _ 

and internal buttons; the touch accessories are endless for this 
p one, from a full unctioning keyooara o lie Interne ana 
beyond. Although finger prints and smudges may make for a 
blurry screen, there is nothing like this phone. 

And only recently have other calling providers·, such as 
Verizon Wireless , created their version of the touch-screen 
phone. Although not as advanced as the iPhone, phones such 
as Verizon's Voyager and Venus cost a lot less and can work 
with multiple service providers . 

Price: $399 for the phone, but then calling plans range 
from $60 to $150 per month with AT&T as the only service 
provider. (Whereas Verizon's Voyager costs $350 and the 
Venus costs $250, and plans range from $40 to $200.) 

Unique features : The iPhone is able to function on some 
of the iPod add-ons, such as the computer and car adaptors. 
Also, there is a one-of-a-kind television adapter for the 
iPhone that allows for the iPhone to work through a TV or to 
watch videos from the phone on the larger screen. 

Watch out for: If the iPhone is synchronized with 
a computer, every time it is connected, it will sync 
automatically, so loss of data could occur. Also, for full 
protection against damages, which can occur easily if the 
phone is dropped or gets wet, a warranty is available, but at 
an additional cost of $70 for two years . 

Although the iPhone was first, the recently launched iPod 
Touch might be as big a hit . With many of the same features, 
the new iPod's "multi-touch interface lets you control 
everything using only your fingers," according to the Apple 
Web site. It allows the owner to "glide ... flick ... pinch ... 
and zoom" through the different views. 

Like the other iPods, the Touch is still all about music, 
but there are no buttons, scroll keys or anything of the sort; 



it is all within the scr a. 
playlists, owners can now search 
artist pictures. It's as easy as one, two, t 

Price: 8 GB: $299 or 16 GB: $399 
Unique features: The iPod Touch has Internet capabilities 

to surf and download new music and videos straight from 
the device so there is no longer a need to constantly keep the 
MP3 synchronized wi h a computer. 

Watch out for: Caution: rnnstant fin,ger prints and 
smudges. Also, the iPod Touch requires PC Window,;;' editions 
Vista or XP, and iTunes editions 7.4 or higher. Even with the 
same amount of storage, the iPod Touch d·oesn't hold as many 
songs and the average 22 hems of battery life is not as long 
auhe i-Pod Nano or iPod Classic, whjch range from 30 to 40 
hours. 

Books are no longer a paper indulgence, but have followed 
in the footsteps of other technological advances, leading 
to what are known as eBooks. The newest addition to this 
largely growing technology is the "first usable, mass-marketed 
'electronic book,'" according to whatisie.com. With a touch 
screen and storage of more than 4,000 pages, or 10 novels, 
the eBook may one day start to replace paperbacks. 

With touch technology that allows readers to do just as 
they would with a paper novel - from "bookmarking pages, 
making notes, highlighting passages and saving selected text" 
- the touch screen allows for anything, states whatisit.com. 
But along with these known familiarities, readers can also 
touch the screen to scan a built-in dictionary and change font 
sizes and styles. 

With some confusion about eBooks, the product hasn't 
taken off like other touch products. eBook readers, which 
are the portable devices that store books as a file, are the 
first expense; subsequently, onee a reader scam downloading 
books or chapters, a lot of money can be spent on this 
product, Even if readers wish to view books on their 
computer, they still have to pay for the book or chapter, 

Priee: Approximately $200 or more for the reader, and a 
variety of prices for books for Im than $1 for a single page to 
about $17 for a full novel. 

Unique features: Some come with a WIF! connection 
that allows for ,my downloading and dictionary usage while 
reading a novel. 

Wateh out for: The new generations of books have short 
battery life, from eight hours down rn only a rnuple of hours , 
and not all noveh are downloadable on dl rfwmt brandi of 
eBook readers, rneh Iii Sony, Palm (which ern,ued the Palm 
Pilot), Franklin Eleetronles 1i.r1d Mach Sp11ed, 

console video games are becoming a 
thing of the past. The new technology lies within handheld, 
portable gaming systems where gamers no longer need a 
controller-only their hands and fingers. The new Nintendo 
DS Handheld is one of the first touch-controlled devices. 
Now, the original button controls are still there, but the 
action can be controlled directly by the player's fingers or a 
stylus pen. With the dual screen view, the player can have 
twice as many views and twice as much control over the 
game, according to the Nintendo Web site. 

Price: The handheld system runs $129.99 while different 
games cost $19 to $49, The variety of games offered are the 
same as any other gaming console, from action, to classic 
hero games and more. 

Unique features: Dual color scteen that allows for high 
contrast and high resolution play. 

Wateh out for: Requires a long battery recharge time, 
and if the system is not closed or put away properly, dust and 
debris can cause damage. • 

Driving in the car is dangerous already - from talking 
on the eel! phone to reading a map, there are endless 
distractions, New navigation units make finding directions 
quicker and safer with new "one-touch" systems, Many 
navigation systems have incorporated homing beacons to 
remember cities and locations so in just one touch, a driver 
can find his or her way effortlessly and with less distraction 
time; the fingertips control it all. Check out NexTag.com to 

see different comparisons and reviews. • 
Priee: Ranges from $100 to $500 
Unique features: Some come with programmable 

satelllte radio, CD and photo storage and route memory for 
constantly traveled, and sometimes forgotten, routes. 

Wueh out for: Unknown routes and round-about ways to 
get to a new destination, Also, some systems are hard to read 
du~ rn smaller rnxt and smaller screens, ■ Ca 
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how to volunteer 
■ to become a member, students must make a 

minimum donation of $25 
■ fill out the volunteer application available at 

wolfsa nctua ry. net 
■ must be at least 18 years old .orl 6 wi th adult 

supervision . 
■ have a current tetanus vaccination 
■ go through volunteer training to learn about 

handling and feeding the animals and about 
their general health 

■ for more information about volunteering contact 
Brandy Russell, volunteer coordinator at 
(970) 416-9531 or brussell@wolfsanctuary.net 



last call 
by morionne lorenz 

MoCa 
sharing art and culture with the community 

T 
he Fort Collins Museum of Contemporary 
Art (FCMOCA) is the only private, not for 
profit art museum in Fort Collins. The 
museum hosts a series of exciting, informa­
tive exhibitions for 

Northern Colorado. The museum 
is committed to working with all 
CSU students to serve as a resource 
and place of lifelong learning and 
enjoyment. CSU students receive 
free admission to FCMOCA at all 
times with presentation of a valid 
student I.D . 

Last year, Dana Gioia, the chair­
man of the National Endowment 
for the Arts, noted in a commence­
ment address at Stanford University 
that Americans are increasingly 
isolated from the activities and ac­
complishments of our living poets, 
playwrights, painters, sculptors, 
architects and musicians. Gioia 
described the American "culture 
of entertainment" where sports 
and entertainment dominate our 
national consciousness. We have, 
according to Gioia, "relinquished 
[our] imaginations to the market­
place." 

commoditized visual culture that can dull our minds and 
kill our imaginative capacities. 

As a museum educator, curator and director, I have 
had the good fortune to work in a variety of museums 

in communities across the country. 
Those museums were, like FCMO­
CA, located in important and beau­
tiful buildings and served as a focal 
point for the visual.arts. The qual­
ity of any museum is usually pro­
portionate to the size of its audience 
and the level of financial investment 
it receives from community leaders 
and philanthropists. Museum's can 
play an important role in enhancing 
cultural and educational offerings, 
but community support is essential 
to achieve quality art museum pro­
grams. FCMOCA, if it is to achieve 
its full potential, will need much 
more community support in the 
coming years. 

FCMOCA's exhibition schedule 
in 2008 is an exciting and informa­
tive one. Until March 22, Insights: 
Art and Science will present the 
work of contemporary artists who 
are inspired by or comment upon 
the role that science plays in our 
lives. From May 20 through July 
12, Re-Generation 50 Photogra­
phers of Tomorrow will showcase 

The mission of FCMOCA is to 
fill the gap that Gioia spoke about 
and to engage our visitors in experi­
ences chat promote an understand­
ing about contemporary art and 
culture . We exist to provide the 
community with alternatives to the 
increasingly commercialized and 

► photo by kot i e stevens 

marianne lorenz, executive di rector of fort collins museum of 
contemporary art. 

the creativity, ingenuity and inspira­
tion of 50 up-and-coming photo­
graphic artists. And from Septem-

FCMOCA is open from 10 a.m. to 

5 p.m. Monday through Friday and 

from noon to 5 p.m. on Saturday. 

ber 30 through January 3 of 2009, 
the museum will present its Rocky 

Mountain Biennial that focuses on contemporary regional 
artists. 

FCMOCA is an ideal place to come on a First Fri­
day Gallery Walk or when you have out-of-town guests. 
Museum's stimulate conversation, enliven the mind and 
delight our senses. They have the capacity to entertain, 
but also to transcend pure entertainment. ■ Ca 
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SOME THINGS ARE MADE 
JUST. FOR GUYS ... 

---- - ------

SPORT CLIPS IS ONE OF THEM. 

GUY-SMART STYLISTS• TVS PLAYING SPORTS• NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!• OPEN EVERY DAY! 

SPECIAL OFFER! 
Show your COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY Student/Faculty ID and get these specials: 

$12 Haircut (save $3!), $14 Triple Play (save $4!), $15 MVP (save $5!) 
Savings off regular prices, not valld with any other offer. Must show valld ID. Offer good through 5/31/08 

SportClipS" 
(HAIRCUTS) 

www.SportClips.com 

Fort Collins 
S. Shields & Drake Rd. 

970-484-3904 
Next to Pulse Fitness & Gib's Bagels 

M-F 9a-8p, Sat 9a-6p, Sun 10a-5p 
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