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Where do we start?   
 
Only two years ago it was this 

Photo by Lyric Lucero 
2013   Manzanola, CO 



 
 
 
 

And This 
 
 
 
 
 



And then This 

Credit: Denver Post 



Drought Status at the end of 
2012 Water Year 

 



 



 



 



And Then 



Something happened 

The long-range seasonal forecast went from looking very wrong  
 

to being reasonably right 



First, a couple of late April 
storms bought us a little time 
and slowed the ridiculously 

early snowmelt 
 

Then came MAY!!!! 







May 2015 Statewide Precipitation 

5.27” (+3.25”)  
Wettest May on Record 1895-2015 
 







June 2015 Statewide Precipitation 
1.93” (+0.39”)  
28th wettest on Record 1895-2014 
Last time this was 2009 





July 2015 Statewide Precipitation 
2.38” (+0.28”)  
39th wettest on Record 1895-2014 
Last time this was 2013 



Colorado Statewide Daily Accumulated Precipitation 
 

Similar dry starts March – mid April   Then DIFFERENT  

Data source: CoCoRaHS 



How did it go for our snow?  









Schofield Pass Snotel 10,700 feet 



Columbine Pass Snotel, 9400 feet 











Check out these odd spring 
temperatures 

 







And there’s more to the story 
Did you notice the ET?      

CSU’s Colorado Agricultural 
Meteorological Network 
“CoAgMet” 

THANKS!!  to those of  
You who help support 
CoAgMet 















Streamflow 
 
The great 
“integrator” 
of the water 
budget  
 
 
 













And the South Platte 
 
 Was a big River 
 
  For a long time 
 
 
And maybe oddest of all – 
Fountain Creek 





 



 



 



 



Ding, Dong, the Drought is Dead 
in Colorado, at least 

 
Thanks to our 
“Miracle May” 

• So now we can get ready for the next one 



Are you buried in 
information? 
 
Or are you still digging for 
more? 



“Godzilla El Nino” says NASA 

Sea Surface Temperature Anomalies    1997 vs. 2015 



We’ll be watching how it plays out 

 



Weekly Climate Updates Available 
Upper Colorado Regional Drought 

Early Warning 

Down 16% 
from last 
week 



If you’d like to get a weekly update 
on current climate, water and 

drought conditions 
 

Please give me a business card or a 
note with your contact info today 

 



If you are interested in weather and the         
variations in precipitation, please join 

the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and 
Snow Network 

 

http://www.cocorahs.org   
 or see me today 

http://www.cocorahs.org/


There’s room for you in CoCoRaHS too 

 



Please Help Us Monitor Precipitation 

Photos by H. Reges 



How did spring 2015 affect you 
and your water? 

 

Let’s hear a few good water stories 
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