
Welcome! As you settle in...
In-person Attendees

• Complete sign-in sheet 

• Connect to Wi-Fi -- CSU Guest network

• Download app: Apple iNat Next; Android iNat

• Login to your account (if you already have 

one) at www.inaturalist.org

• Get to know your fellow community scientists 

in the room!

Zoom Attendees

• Complete the prompt in the chat

• Download app: Apple iNat Next; Android iNat

• Login to your account (if you already have one) at 

www.inaturalist.org 

iNaturalist Statewide Survey 

http://www.inaturalist.org
http://www.inaturalist.org


Welcome!

Colorado Natural Heritage Program

iNaturalist Training

Thursday, March 27, 2025



Today's Agenda
• Welcome & Logistics 

• Introductions: CNHP Staff & Partner Organizations

• Overview of CNHP and the Statewide Natural Heritage Survey (SNHS)

• iNaturalist 101

• Wrap up, Questions & What's Next

• Outside with iNat app!



Introductions
CNHP Staff & Volunteers

Tristan Kubik, Entomologist

Georgia Doyle, Botanist

Jessica Smith, Botanist 

Curtis Drake, Botanist 

Clark Hollenberg, Wetland Ecologist 

Tyler Lovato, Herpetologist 

Michael Menefee, Environmental Review Coordinator 

Amy Hahn, CNHP Volunteer

Jess Cheadle, Botanist/Ecologist 

Julie Kallenberger, Communications & Outreach 
Specialist 

Partner Organizations

Great Old Broads for Wilderness (Sally Sharp, Anne Dal Vera)

Colorado Native Plant Society (Mele Avery)

Adopt a Rare Plant (Jessica Smith)

CSU Extension - Native Plant Masters (Michele Ritchie)

CSU Extension – Native Bee Watch (Lisa Mason)

CSU Extension (Robin Young)



Colorado Natural 
Heritage Program 
Overview
• Colorado's trusted source of biodiversity and natural heritage 

data since 1979

• Collaborators who support decisions by landowners, agencies, 
practitioners, and industry by tracking locations and status of 
rare plants, animals, and habitats

• Soft funded staff of nearly 50 experts

• Part of Colorado State University and the NatureServe network



What is the Statewide 
Natural Heritage Survey?

• An expansive project that will level-up the natural 
heritage data of Colorado

• Surveys across the state to map our rare species and 
habitats so that we can plan on their behalf

• Engaging Colorado's community scientists to greatly 
expand our reach

• Connecting with our Tribes to empower them in the 
collection of natural heritage data

• Collaborating with the Regional Partnerships, land 
trusts, and other conservation partners to connect 
with communities and landowners

• Sharing data via CODEX and building a dashboard 
where all Coloradans can access information



Why the SNHS? 
• Climate change and habitat loss are two of the prominent 

driving factors impacting biodiversity 

• Colorado needs a balanced baseline map of our natural 
heritage wealth as a guide

• We need to develop recreation that does not diminish the 
reason that people love Colorado in the first place



Why the SNHS? 
• Need for data equity within each 

Regional Partnership to support their 
planning for robust and sustainable 
economic growth through recreation 
and conservation

• The time for this is now, as we 
implement the Colorado Outdoors 
Strategy, setting a baseline against 
which to measure our progress



In 2025...
• Focus on 21 counties within 7 RPs

• Onboard seasonal staff

• Engage community scientists

• Stakeholder outreach: connecting 
landowners through partners (RPs, LTs, 
KIC, CPW, CDs, Extension, NRCS, BCR)

• 5-year Tribal Engagement Work Plan 

• Leverage projects across the state 
o CPW Prairie Dog Mapping
o City of Louisville BioBlitz 
o Surveys: Comanche National 

Grassland, Amache National Historic 
Site, Adams County, EPA Wetlands, 
and others

• Launch the SNHS dashboard

• Join us in the field!



Thanks to our Partners & Funders



iNaturalist.org

Contribute Data

iNaturalist Next – iPhone users
iNaturalist – Android









Search:

“Colorado Natural Heritage 
Program” 
in the search bar





This step is crucial to 
helping us gather 
information on 
vulnerable taxa and 
can only be 
accessed via 
computer, not on a 
phone!







Extra credit! Include habitat blurb and 
estimate of population size in notes.



Extra extra credit! Use taxonomic keys to help 
photograph key characters. ID may be 
impossible otherwise!







Cultivated Plants
Observations of cultivated plants are common 
from new users.





If captive/cultivated, 
click this box.





Obscuring Location
You may want to obscure the exact location if you 
are observing a rare plant, or on private land.





CNHP Species Tracking List
Visit CNHP.colostate.edu/SNHS 

(Engagement page)

Species: plants, insects, birds, amphibians, 
mammals, reptiles, and more!

Includes: county, scientific name, common name, 
phenology, ranking, and elevations

Spreadsheet will be updated as new data 
becomes available throughout the project Statewide Survey 



Questions & What's Next
Possible Upcoming Community Science Trainings

• CODEX  (codex.cnhp.colostate.edu)

• CoNPS Field Studies and plant ID

• CNHP Front Range Vulnerable Wetlands Project 

• Other ideas?

Recording and slides will be posted to SNHS website

Statewide Survey 



Thank you!
Follow up questions: 
Jess.Cheadle@colostate.edu 

CNHP.colostate.edu/SNHS

Statewide Survey 

Jess's Contact Info
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