
'fHESIS 

- --

lX'lRA-OURRlOULJR AO'1'IVITIES II 'rEI 

DB'l'EKI' COLORADO HIGH SCHOOLS 

- - -

LIBRARY OF THE 

STATE AGRICUlT'l COLLEGE 
FORT COLLINS. COLO. 

SUblD1 tted by 

117ron Ray Moorhead. 

In partial fulfill.ent ot the requiremente 

for the Degree ot K.8ter of Soienoe 

Colorado Agricultural College 

Yort Oollin_. COlorado 

July 34. 1931 



COLORADO AGRICULTURAL OOLLEGE 

GRADUATE WORK 

__ ~Ju_l~y~2~4 ____ 193~ 

I HEREBY REOOWiEND THAT THE THESIS PREPARED UNDER 

MY SUPERVISION BY MYRON RAY MOORHEAD 

ENTITLED "EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES IN TEN WESTERN 

COLORADO ijlaB SCHOOLS" 

BE AOOEPTED AS FULFILLING THIS PART OF THE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR THE DEGREE OF ___ M_a .... sll6oolt ... e ... r---..:Qf=--=S"'-1lc~1 .... 9n-.c¥.:eK..-.. _____ _ 

667.10 

Oommittee on 
Final Examination 

Oommittee on 
Advanced Degrees 



TABLE or OOHTERT8 

I. Introduction 8 

II. General Information 15 

III. Literary Activities 30 

IV. Student GoTernment AotlTitlea 34 

v. Athletio Aotivities 38 

VI. Kuaio Activities 43 

VII. Dramatic Aotivit1es 48 

VIII. Rema1ning Aotivit1 •• 54 

IX. SUIllDl&1'Y 83 

Bibliography 87 



LIS! OF TABLES AID CHARTS 

Chart 1. Map of Colorado Showlng School. 
Studied l' 

!able 1. SUmmary of Data on General Infor-
matlon 37 

Table 2. SUmmary of Literary Actlyltlea 33 

Table 3. Summary of Student GoV'ernment 
Act1T1tlea 37 

Table 4. Summary of AthletIc ActlV'1tle8 .fr2 

Table 5. Summary of Kuaic AotlTltlel 47 

Table 6. Summary of DramatI0 ActIV'ltlea 53 

Table 7. SUmmary of RemainIng Aot1Tltl •• 60 



Aoknowledgment 

The writer .i.h.. to aCknowledge indebtedne •• 

to the following people for their kindne8. in glving the 

information that W&s aaked of th •• :-

prino1pal H. T. Hatch, Gunnison Oounty High 

Sohool. 

Robert I. Annand, Direotor of Extra-Curricular 

Aotivities, Delta High Sohool. 

Sohool. 

pr1ncipal Albert Wl1son, Paonia High School. 

SUperintendent w. S. Jonea, Aspen High Sebcol. 

Superintendent Wl11lam Ratekin, Montr08e High 

SUperintendent T. A. But oher , Yrulta Unlon 

High Sohool. 

SUperintendent I. M. Davia, Meeker High School. 

J. Y. Beattie, Director of Extra-Curricular 

Aotivities, Grand Junotion High Sohool. 

Prinoipal Owen D. 8mi th, Rlfle Unlon High 

Sohool. 



CHAPTER I. 

IN'l'RODUOTIOIl 

!he aohievementa of any high sohool should be 

of intereat to the admini8trators of high sohool., 

eapeclally thoae aotivities whioh are the avocations of 

the atudenta. A eompariaon of the extra-ourr1ou1u 

ao~ivitle. of students 1n different high achooll, the 

student and faculty reaotion to them, their aim. and 

result8, oan be Qf great value to anyone oonneoted with 

that type of work in our pub1io high lohoo18. 

Nature divided the state of Oolorado into two 

parte whioh are aeparated by the Continental Divide. Th1. 

barrier of mountaina prevent. the achoole on one side 

from enjoying 0101. contaot with thoa. on the other aide. 

The writer, being an administrator on the western 8ide of 

this barrier, was interested in mating a survey of extra

oarrioular work in the.e western Oolorado H1gh School •• 

Oonsequently ten of the.e schools .ere selected for thil 

8tudy. Theae Bohools are not 0108e together; in fact 

80me of them are aeparated by minor barrier. but they do 

have mutual 1nterests, and all are more or leaa 0108ely 

aSlOoiated 1n oertain intersohool aports. 

The data for this paper was aecured by a 

personal vi.ltation by the wr1ter to all of the schools 
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inoluded in this aurvey. A que8tionnaire was filled out 

with the information that was obtained from the person 1n 

oharge of the extra-ourrioular program in eaoh of the 

different high .ohools. On the following pages will be 

found a copy of this questionnaire. 

The original data for this the.ia is on f1le 

in the offioe of the Profeasor of Rural and Vooational 

Eduoation of the Colorado Agricultural Oollege. 

the data was later 'ran.terred to separate 

tables for a oomparison of the aotivit1es in the d1ffer

ent sohoole. Such tables and a discus.1on of their 

f1ndings are given in later ohapters. 
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Sample Questionnaire 

SOhool _______________________ • 

Person reportlngQ-______________________ • 

Enrollaen't _____________ • Grade 8 ______ • 

1. What do you oonsider as extra-Cllrrioular 

activities? ___ _ 

2. Do you make any d18tinotion between thele 

and club actlvi tIe.? ___ -

3. Do you have an E. O. Aotlvity Oommittee? 

____ - If not who i8 in oharge and how aelected' __ _ 

4. Do you bave & point s'stem? ______________ _ 

Explaln ___________ • 

5. Are all activities held in the ,chool bul1d-

Ing? ____ • If not where and tor what aoiivitiea ____ -

8. How and when are new activitie. organized? 

-----
7_ How are aponaora oh08en? _________ e 

8. Do they reoelve extra pay? ____ e If 80 

hoW' DlUoh~ for what aotivities and are they regular teach-

erl? ____ • 

9. Are all eporlsora members of the faculty? 
____ e If not which one.? Do you think they 

should be?_____ Wh,.? • 

10. What is the attitude of the teaohers towards 
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this work? ____ • Do you feel that they are worth the 

effort? ----
11. Do you have trouble in obtaining oapable 

sponsors? -
13. Do you haye an Activity Period? e 

When? -
13. Do most of your aotivities meet at the 8ame 

period? • 

14. Do your aotivities have a Oonstitution? • 

How formed' e 

15. Do you have an Aotivity card for grades? 

---_. Bow r800rd8d' ____ _ 

16. Do aotivl'ie. reoeiTe credit toward gradna-

tion' ____ • How much , ____ -

1'_ Do you have any definite figures a8 to the 

coat of this work' ____ e 

18. How are members 8e18oted? ________ --

19. Any preferenoe glyen to upper ola.smen? 

--------------_. 
30. 1I11st everyone belong to an aotlvl t1? ___ -

31. Are students l1mited to number of aot1v1t1es? 

----- HO ... ' ____ e 

a3e Do you have any 80holarshlp limitatione' 

---_. What' ____ • 

33. Is there a tendency to 0'1'81'10&4 on the part 

of the pupil' ____ _ 
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3'. May meabere drop one aotivity and join 

another in the middle of the lemester? _________ • 

2S. Do you find it hard to plaoe freshmen in 

desirable activ1tie.? _____________ • 

3S. Are pupils required or permitted to take 

the lame type of work from year to year? _______ • 

27. Do you have a general fund for all monies? 

---_. Does it include 01a8. )[oney1 ________ • 

2S. Who 1s 1n oharge' ____ • 

39. How are aotivities finanoed' ______________ • 

30. Any epeoial methods of rai8ing money' ___ • 

31. Do you reoeive any aid directly froll the 

school board? • For what and how IlUch? _____ • 

32. How are defici t8 handled' ____ • 

33. Do you have Student Governmentt _____ _ 

EXplain ____________ • 

34. National Honor Sooiety: ______ • Who 

seleots' ___________ • How' _____ • Is ohapter aotive? 
____ e 

35. Seaeon or Aotivity tioket.' __________ • 

Ooat, ____ • HUIlber purohased-..-... ____ • What activ1ty? 

___________ or aotivities? • Percentage of 

student body that purohases. • 

38. Do you have an Athletio A8s0oiat1on' ___ • 

Do tie8 ______ • 
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37 _ Annual : ___ _ Selling prlce __________ • 

Number Amount from advertI81ng~ _______ • 

Self supporting • Who In charge _______ • 

38_ Newspaper: • Selling prloe ___ _ 

Number ____ • Amount from advertising Self 

supporting • Who in charge • 
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CHAPTER II. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

There i8 oertain general lnformation relatlve 

to all activities whlch is of importanoe in making a 

study of the extra-curricular activlties. This informa

tion from these questlonnaires has been assembled in 

Table 1, page 27, which is presented in summarized form. 

The superintendents and prinoipals of those 

schools included in thls snrvey agree upon thelr under

standlng of what oonstitutes an extra-curricular activity. 

To them 1 t means any aotlv1 t,. not inoluded ln the regular 

program of olassroom work. In some schools this work 

oomes under the head of extra-curricular activ1t1es, ln 

others it is called club work. The meaning of the two 

18 the same as used ln thls theals. 

There 18 a wide dltferenoe in the manner in 

which these aotiv1t18S are handled in the various schools. 

This diversity ls not oansed by the s1ze of the school aa 

muoh as by the emphasis placed upon the work by the 

superintendent in oharge. In the Bchools where the 

direotor of these aotivities is enthusiastic about them, 

and realizes that they have a place in the sohool program, 

is to be found the best type of work. He oreates enthu

siasm among both teaohers and pupils and they are influ

enced favorably by his interest. 
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In all of the schools, exoept Grand Junotion 

and Delta, these aotiyities are directed by either the 

superintendent or the high sohool prinoipal. In thele 

two sohools the vioe or aSsi8tant principal 18 director 

of the extra-curricular activities. Grand Junotion is 

the only sohool that has an extra-curricular actiTity 

committee. Thi. oommittee i8 composed of the presidents 

of all the aotivities, the president of the student body, 

the principal and assistant prinoipal of the high sohool 

and two faculty members. This oommittee has charge of all 

actiTity work and handles all problems whioh ari.e in 

conneotion with it. 

Grand Junotion and Delta are the only schools 

that have a point system. The plan in use in the two 

sohools is 0108ely similar. For every 20 pOints earned 

in athletios one lohool oredit is allowed. Five pOints 

are allowed for making the squad and one additional point 

il allowed for the captaincy. Traok i8 an exoeption, al 

only four pointl are allowed for making the squad. 

In dramatios, one lohool oredit i8 given for 

each 18 point. earned. Dramatics inoludes debate, junior 

play, Benior play, operetta, publio speaking and the 

dramatio olub. Fro. one to 8ix pOints per year are given 

for eaoh aotivity, depending upon the amount of work 

accomplished. 
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One Bohool oredit is given for eaoh 34 points 

earned in all other aotivities. Points are also allowed 

in thls group for offloes and positions held in the vari

ous organizations. These points vary from one to twelve 

for eaoh aotivity. 

Only one unit of oredit in each of the three 

divisions mentioned abOTe is allowed anyone student 

toward high-school oredit at Delta. Grand Junction 

allows a total of four oredit. from the three divisions. 

Grand Junction i8 the only sohool whioh has a 

definite budget for this extra-curricular work. It 

allows $8,000 for this purpose and the money i8 divided 

among the various organizations aooording to their neede. 

Each of the activities is allotted its share and this 

must meet all their expenses suoh as equipment, trans

portation and inoideBtall. 

In all of the high Ichools, except Glenwood 

Springs and Aspen, there is a general fund for the handl

ing of all monies. Thru this fund 01as8 acoount. are 

alao handled in all of these sohool. with the exoeption 

of Fruita. The commeroial department has oharge of these 

aocounts in four schools. In the remainder either the 

principal or his representative looka after theae funds. 

In Glenwood Springs the sponsors of the various 

activities are reaponsible to the superintendent for the 

expenditure of their activity funds. In the oase of all 
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aotivities aome member of the faculty 1s responsible for 

the proper handling of these monies. 

All of the achools, with the exoeption of Grand 

Junotion, report that they do not have any definite 

figure8 &8 to the cost of the extra-curricular work. They 

admit that a reoord ahould be kept but to date they have 

not done 80. 

These activities are financed largely thru the 

groups themselves. Thi. i8 done by different methods, 

suoh as dues and entertainments. Many of these aotivities 

such aa musio reoitals, athletios and dramatios reoeive 

gate receipts thru the sale of ticketa. 

Seven schools report that no financial aid 

whatever i8 received from their sohoo1 board in ease of 

a defioit at the end of the year. Gunnison reoeives 

$250 for athletios and $100 for debates. Keeker, in case 

of neoes.ity, may receive $100 for athletics. Fruita 

reports that they rarely reoeive any aid from the board. 

Very few sohools report a deficit at the end of 

the year. Glenwood Springs and Aapen report that a 

defioit is not supposed to be allowed to develop; but in 

case it does oocur an entertainment i8 given to make it 

up_ In the schools that bave & general fund tor all 

monies the tendency 8eems to be to borrow from some other 

fund with the understanding that it will be paid back 

the following year. Fruita mentions special entertain-
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menta also as being used to meet suoh a deficit. 

Some of the schools report epeoial methods of 

raising funds for various aotivltles. Keeker glves an 

annual carnival for the benefit of athletics whioh nets 

them about 1300 per year. Delta sponsors oollege musical 

organizations~ the prooeeds of whiOb are put into the 

general fund. Grand Junction, likewise, sponsors & 

carnival for the same type of fund. Paonia holds a 

oarnival whioh is sponsored by the P-Club for the benefit 

of athletios. Glenwood Springs sponsors oollege musioal 

organizations and holds OUrti. Publishing oompany magazine 

s&1es. The IIOney i8 used for either the annual or 

athlet1os 1 aocording to the needs of those organizations. 

Grand Junotion has aft aotivity tioket whioh 

admits the purohaser to all aot1vit1es held under the 

juri.diction of the sohool. These 8ell for $3, and about 

50 peroent of the student body purchase them. Glenwood 

Springl hal a basketball aeason ticket which lells for 

tl.OO, and over 60 percent of the students purchase thea. 

Fruita haa season tiokets for both football and basket

ball and each sella for tl.OO. Delta haa the same plan 

and both schools report that 50 peroent of the students 

buy them. Montrose has one athletio leason ticket which 

oosts 8a.50 1 with 33 1/3 peroent of the students buying 

them. Gunnison, Paonia~ A~en and Meeker have no aotiYity 

tickets of any kind. Rifle sometimes sella basketball 
sealon tiokets but the price Tarles, 
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The activity sponsors in all sohools are regular 

member8 of the faculty. The athletio direotors are usual

ly seleoted by the superintendent and those in oharge of 

other aotivities are either apPointed by the high-school 

principal or cho.en by the groups themselves. The 

athletic coaohe. have regular olasses whioh they meet 

every day and the athlet10 work 18 done outside of sohool 

hours. There i8 no additional pay for the coaohes or any 

of the sponsors regardless of the amount of time spent 

on extra-curricular work outside of sohool hours. The 

teaoher aocepts a stipulated salary knowing 8Uoh work 

w11l be expeoted of him. 

The amount of aotivity work done by the differ

ent sponsors varies and for this reason the director in 

charge tries to divide the work as evenly as possible. 

The sponsors chosen for & particular aot1vity are so 

often se1eoted beoause they have a talent for that parti

cular type of work. 

80me of the smaller h1gh sohoole find it ex

oeedingly difficult to obtain sponsors who are interested 

in this work and show a satisfaotory reaotion to it. 

Some find they oannot find oapable sponsors at &11. Thi. 

is true at Keeker. A few of the teaohers in 80a. of the 

smaller high 8ohools feel they are over-worked with extra

curricular aotivitie.. They probably are. Some of the 

sohool. may be attempting too varied & program of extra-
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curricular aotivity work for their size and the number of 

teaoher8 employed. 

The attitude of 'he teaohers toward this extra 

work varies, the larger peroentage feeling that the 

aotivity work i8 worth all of the effort put forth; that 

many of thea. extra aotivities are aa important educa

tionally a8 the regular olassroom instruotion. This i. 

the opinion of the faculty at Glenwood Springs, whose 

whole-hearted oooperation with the superintendent and 

with eaoh other makea it possible for this particular 

school to partiCipate in as varied a program of extra

curricular aotivities as any high sohool on the western 

Slope. 

Aapen finds the teaohers -not enthusiastic.

Montrose teachers feel there are too many aotivities in 

their sohool and that there i8 a tendency for these 

activities to dominate the regular cla8sroom work. 

Gunnison haa enjoyed several years of splendid extra

curricular work. 

In thoae 8chools where thi8 work i8 being done 

in harmonious oooperation with the regular 8ohedule, 

where the teachers who act aa sponsors are in 41rect 

sympathy with the work, we find that the superintendent 

has chosen his teaohers oarefully, taking into considera

tion their ability to handle oertain types of aotivity 

work. 
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The super1ntendents agree that all spoDaors 

should be regular clas8room teaohers. In this way all 

aotivities for whioh the sohool muat asaua. respons1bil1ty 

are under the1r direot supervision and control. Suoh 

organizations a8 H1-Y, Girl Reserv.s, Camp Fire Girls, 

and Boy Scouts are not always oonsidered a part of the 

scbool program, even tho the sponsora may be members of 

the faculty. 

The bousing fa011itie8 for extra-curricular 

aotivities are exoellent in all sohools inoluded in this 

study. Only two, Aapen and Montrose, find It neoessary 

to rent halls and ohurohes for their athletio and musical 

program8. Alm08t all of the school buildings oontain 

auditoriums large enough to aooommodate the patrone of 

their looallty at such aotlvities as basketball, sohool 

and olae. plays, operetta., band ooncerts, debates and 

oratorlcal meet •• 

Requiremente for member.hip in the aotivities 

vary. Some groupe seleot their own members, 80me require 

the students to petition for membership, some are filled 

by try-outs. The majority, however, are selected by the 

atudent hi •• elf. The upper classllen are familiar, to a 

certain extent, with the work of eaCh aotivity and their 

oboice is usually di~ected by the type of work they are 

Interested in and want to do. Unless definite informa

tion and personal remarks aooompany the eighth grade 
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report card of the entering freanman, the sponsor of that 

olal., unless he is personally acquainted with the stu

dents, may find it diffioult to advise members of thil 

01a88 where they will be happiest and where they will 

reoeiye the most good from this work. 

Very few sOhools give preferenoe of .emberahip 

in aotivities to upper olassmen exoept in suoh organiza

tiODS aa Hi-Y and Girl Reserves, whioh usually have age 

limitations. Fruita H1gh Sohool givel preterence to 

upper olaBamen aooording to their standing in their 

regular sohool work; Glenwood Springs givee preferenoe 

to them only if the groups are over-orowded. 

A tew sohools make it oompulsory for everyone 

to belong to at least one activity. Moet of them, how

ever, leave the matter optional with the student. There 

seems to be a greater tendency, in moat plaoes, for 

studenta to belong to too many rather than to none at all. 

Thia tendena,r to over-load has made it necessary to plaoe 

restrictions on the number of aotivities in whiCh one 

person may engage. In Grand Junotion, if a student holds 

offioe, he oan belong to but one aotivity; if he merely 

partioipates, he may belong to two. 01a81 play., athlet

ios and other activitiea that are held atter sohool hours 

are allowed in addition to the above. In Delta, he may 

belong to four aotivities. The Gunni80n aotiv1ties are 

divided into groupe A and B. Group A 1s made up of all 
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phases of athletic activities, the honor sooleties, Girl 

ReserYes, Hi-Y, Clas8 Plays, Operetta, Editorial Staff 

and the Student Oouncil. Group B cODsiats of the Dramatl0, 

lature, Scienoe and Glee Clubs; Oratorioal. and Debate. 

A student may belong to any number in group A but to only 

two in group B. In Glenwood Spring., he must belong to 

one and to not more than two aotivities whioh meet during 

the sohool day. 

There is a tendency to require a soholarship 

standard for partioipation in extra-curricular work. Fruita 

and Grand Junotion require that students haye passing 

grades in three subjeots if ~hey wish to belong to an 

aotivity or to retain membership in one. There i8 an 

agreement between all Bohoo18 that make. it neces8ary for 

the students meeting membere from other school. in &Dy 

contest, to have passing grades in three regular subjeots. 

However, the school. permit praotioe and partioipatlon in 

theae aotivities within the sohool member,hip even if the 

grades are not passing. 

The question naturally arlses whether it 1s & 

good plan to permit students to do the same type of work 

year after year. In band, orohestra, dramatics and 

athletios they are urged to do so if they have shown 

apeo!al ability. The advantage oan readily be seen. Thoae 

who surpass in theae aotivit!.s are usually upper ala,.men 

who have benefited from the work of previous years. The 
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turnover, due to graduation, dropping out, or losing 

interest,i' always high. 

There may be a tendency to repeat the work done 

the year before in suoh groups a. those of sclenoe, llter

ary, home eoonomlos and agriculture. When such repetition 

takes place we oannot always expect the student to have 

the same interest he showed the flrst year that he 

enrolled in the aotlvity. 

Some sohools do not permit students dropplng 

one activity in the mlddle of the term, some do not care, 

and some permit only freshmen to do 80. There are argu

ments for two different viewpoints in the matter. A olub 

oannot do ita best work if membere are oonstantly ohang

ing. There must be definite aim8 and regular work. On 

the other hand the student who finds he does not oare for 

the work in the club he has ahosen, is not happy and hi. 

attitude refleots upon the work of the rest in that 

organlzation. In thOle sohools where no changes are 

allowed, it might be wiae if petitionl for dropplng were 

aoted upon by a oommlttee, and a more oareful supervlsion 

of the seleotion of clubs made. 

Koat of the aotivitles have their own oonstitu

tions and theae are usually formed by the members them

selvea with the aid of the sponsor. A few do not have & 

oonstitut1on because there seems to be no need for one. 
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The time for activity meeting8 varies. Paonia's 

aotivity period 1s from 2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.; Keeker's 

from 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Delta has aotivity periods 

five times & week while Glenwood Springs has them twice 

a week. In these schools they meet during 8ohool hours. 

The other lohools report that the time of their aotivity 

periods V&ryl that all activities do not meet at the 

same time or the same number of times each week. In all 

of the schools the athletio work is done after 8chool, 

in the afternoon or in the evening. 

The larger high 8ohools allow oredit for work 

done in these activities to count toward graduation. 

Montrose and Gunnison allow one-fourth oredit per year 

for aotivity work and one oredit toward graduation. Grand 

Junotion allows a maximum of four oredits, Delta three, 

and Glenwood Springs two. These are in addition to the 

18 required units. 

Very few schools keep an elaborate system of 

grades for aotivity work l leaving it to the epoDaora to 

deoide if sufficient work has been done to warrant oredit. 

Suoh oredits are then reoorded on the permanent reoord 

sheets. 
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Table 1 

SUmmary of Data on General Information 
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OHAPTER III 

LITERARY AC!IVITIES 

Two organizations which are putting into praoti

cal use the principles of English construction taught 1n 

the olassroom, are the staffs of the school annuals and 

newspapers. There seems to be a closer coordination 

between classroom and club work in these two activities 

than there 1s between any other. It 1s always a great 

satisfaction and honor for the student to see his thoughts 

in print and many strive to put out copy which 1s superior 

in quality. 

The facts from the questionnaire are summarized 

in Table 2. page ~ .. 

Four schools publish annuals and each of these 

annuals is a credit to the institution. Grand Junction 

prints 450 copies and sells them for 11.50 apieoe. !he 

printing is done by looal printers, and the cost is met 

by the sale of the annuals and the 1550 oollected from 

advertising. Montrose also charges $1.50 for their year

book and has 400 copies printed by 100a1 printers. All 

cuts and pictures are paid for by the individuals or 

groups and the sale of annuals must cover all expenses as 

advertising is not solicited. Delta sells her annual for 

$1.60 and has 250 copies printed at the local newspaper 

shop. !he annual does not contain advertising and the 
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sale of books must cover the expense. Glenwood Springs 

prints 300 copies on her own press and sells them for 

11.00 eaoh. Bo advertising is solioited. 

It is interesting to oompare the number of 

annuals printed with the enrollment of the sohools. Grand 

Junction prints 450 oopies and has 700 students; Montrose 

prints 400 copies and haa 399 students; Delta prints 250 

copies and has 375 students; Glenwood Springs prints 300 

and bas 175 students. There must be some explanation as 

to why the 250 people in Grand Junction and the 125 in 

Delta are not purohasing school annuals. Montrose prints 

enough copies to supply all of her students. Glenwood 

Springs prints 125 more oopies than her enrollment and 

every COPT is sold. The school board buys a oertain 

number to be used for exohange with other schools and 

the alumni and friends buy the rest. 

Being entirely a sohool project is probably one 

reason why the Glenwood Springs annual has suoh a large 

sale. The engraving is done by Staffords in Denver, and 

everything else is done by the students themselves. About 

50 percent of the people enrolled work on it. They enjoy 

the book beoause it is their own work-- materializing 

from the dummy to the finished product. 

They have reason to be proud that their ·Yampah l 

has received a silver loving cup for three years in 

suooession for first place in their class in the annual 
contest sponsored by the University of Colorado. 
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Rifle printed an annual one year on their own 

press; 100 oopies were produoed whioh sold for 50 cents 

eaoh. It was not attempted a second year. Fruita, 

Gunnison, Paonia and Meeker do not publish annuals. 

Almost all the sohools whioh do not have annuals 

publish newspapers, and a few have both. Paonia sponsors 

a school newspaper, oharging 75 oents for a subscription 

of 28 issues. They have 100 oopies printed, and realize 

$360 from advertising. Grand Junotion also oharges 75 

oents for their paper, have 450 oopies printed and the 

projeot is self supporting. Subscription to the Gunnison 

paper is t2.00 a year, there are 100 copies printed and 

they realize $50 from advertising. !here are six issues 

a year of the Montrose newspaper which costs 60 cents. 

Rifle prints from 75 to 100 oopies of their paper on 

their own press and oharge 25 oents for the year's issues. 

Fruita and Glenwood Springs each write their 

school news for the local newspapers. This is an excell

ent opportunity to keep the patrons informed about sohool 

affairs without incurring the expense of printing and 

editing a newspaper. 
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OHAPTER IV 

STUDENT GOVERNMEKT ACTIVITIES 

Teaching young folks to be self-governing is 

one of the hardest tasks of the high school. Young people 

are not anxious to shoulder responsibilities, and to dis

cipline themselves and others. In nearly all schools 

some groups of students will cooperate with the faculty 

and school authorities to better the1r sohool and are 

anxious to express themselves on all subjeots relating to 

school life. Other groups are absolutely indifferent. 

The progress in the development of student partiCipation 

must be gradual to obtain the best results. The prin

c1pal or faoulty adviser must be ever near to give a 

guiding hand when needed. 

Gunnison has student government. Everyone in 

the high school in good standing is a member. Oertain 

periods during the sohool month are set aside for meet

ings. !he student counoil oomposed of two members from 

the freshman and sophomore olasses, three members from 

the junior class, and four from the senior class, have 

regular meetings twice a month. 

The student oouncil at Delta is oomposed of 

four representatives from the senior class, three from 

the junior olass, two from the sophomore class, two from 

the freshman class, the student body president and a 

faculty adviser. 
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Glenwood Springs' student council 1s composed 

of one representative from each class, together with the 

student body officers who are elected by the students. 

The high school principal acts as their adviser. They 

hold meetings twice a month. 

rruita has a limited form of student partici

pation. The student body voted against student body 

government. They do have an executive body which is 

composed of one member from eaoh class and a faculty 

adviser. They have meetings twice eaoh month. 

Grand Junction does not have student govern

ment, but they have a student body association to which 

everyone belongs who pays the 50-cent membership dues. 

!his organization meets two times a semester. The 

functions of this group are stmilar to the other organ

izations. It is not composed of the majority of the 

student body, however, as many are not members of the 

group as they do not pay the dues. 

The membership of the student council at 

Montrose is slightly larger than in the rest of the 

schools. It consists of the student body president and 

the president and secretary of eaoh class and organizatioD 

and a faculty adviser. 

!he student counoil at Paonia is very aotive, 

meeting regularly once every two weeks. Their council is 

composed of the student body officers and one representa-
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tive from each class with the high school prinoipal as 

adviser. 

Rifle, Aspen and Meeker have no student govern

ment organization. 

The purpose and aooomplishments of these bodies 

are very similar. They plan or prepare assembly programs, 

for.m a set of rules for student conduot, proteot school 

and personal property, supervise study halls and advanoe 

suggestions for the betterment of the school. 

The success or failure of student government 

rests entirely upon the faculty reaction to student 

participation, and to the type of students chosen for the 

leadership of the school. 
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Table 3 

Summary of Student Government Activities 
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CHAPrER V 

ATHLETIC AOTIVITIES 

About half of the .chools allow no credit 

toward graduation for their athletic work. Two schools, 

Gunniaon and Montrose, allow one-fourth at a credit; 

while the remainder give oredit in physioal training for 

the athletic work. !he oombined work is allowed one

fourth credit for the year. 

The time for practice for these athletic sporta 

is after school for the football, baseball and traok. 

None of the sohools practioe during the achool day. The 

boya' and girla' baaketball praotice is partly atter 

school and partly in the evening. ThIs i8 due to the 

faot that eaoh school has but one practice court. The 

boya practice after sohool and the girls at night on one 

day and the order is reversed the next day_ 

All forma of athletios are self-supporting in 

all of the schools except Glenwood Springs. Here foot

ball and track are not self-supporting. Basketball muat 

oarry the defic1t of these two sports. This 1s due to a 

lack of interelt on the part of the publio and to the 

isolation of Glenwood Springs from competing schools. 

All schools give athlet1c awards in the fora of 

letters to those that meet the requirements. These 

letters are of standard size and torm In all schools as 
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recommended by the Western Slope Athletic and Rhetorioal 

Assooiation. !his organization is the governing body for 

all athletic events. 

!he proportion of students participating in 

football as compared to total enrollment is fairly oon

sistent in the various schools. Those schools that have 

teams that are oontenders for the championship have a 

slight advantage in the number engaged. Grand Junction, 

the largest school, has 60 taking part in football, while 

Gunnison with the smallest enrollment of those partici

pating, has only 18 boy. taking part. Aspen, the smallest 

sohool in this study, doe. not have a football team. This 

is due to their isolation from sohools that participate 

in football rather than the size of the school, acoording 

to the superintendent of the Aspen High Sohool. 

The number of praotioe periods per week for 

football seems to be almost unifor.m as all teams praotice 

five times per week with the exception of Fruita which 

meets but four times. !he length of these praotice 

periods is from one and one-half to two hours. 

The cost of football 1s the highest for all 

sports but football also seems to draw the largest gate 

receipts. !his high cost is due to the greater expense 

of equipment and the larger number of individuals requir

ed to make a team. Many of the sOhools have kept a very 

indefinite record of the cost of their athletics. Grand 
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Junction allows 81500 for football; Gunnison 11400 for 

all forms of athletics; while Paonia allows but taoo. 
Rifle, Delta and )'nita did not have available figures. 

The amount spent will of course be dependent upon the 

gate receipts. 

Boys' basketball is the major sport next in 

importance. 

basketball. 

All of the schools in this survey have boys' 

The number participating in basketball is 

nearly as great as in football. Th1s 1s an interesting 

faot beoause it takes less than half as many for a 

basketball team as for a football team. !he time spent 

on basketball is less than for football. The number of 

praotices is either four or five per week and the length 

of the practioe periods is from one to one and one-half 

hours. 

The cost of boys' basketball is also rather 

indefinite. None of the sohools make an attempt to keep 

it separate from girls' basketball. Grand Junotion 

allows the greatest amount, $1000 for both; Montrose, the 

smallest amount, taoo. Rifle, Delta and Fruita do not 

report the amount expended. 

Girls' basketball does not enjoy the popularity 

that it did a few years ago. !his 1s due to the changing 

attitude of the school officials. They have gone on 

record as opposed to any form of inter-school athletics 

for girls. However, half of the sohools studied still 
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retain this aport. !bese schools, however, admit that it 

will only be a matter of time until it will be abolished. 

Inter-class sports for girls seems to be favored to take 

its place. 

Track is participated in by all schools exoept 

Aspen. The time alloted eaoh week to this aport is the 

same as basketball. The teams practice from four to five 

times per week, and the practice periods are from one to 

one and one-half hours in length. The seasonal cost 

ranges from 1100 to $150 for the schools reporting. 

Baseball is only participated in by one school, 

Rifle. They compete with several small high schools clos 

to Rifle. The rest of the schools spend their entire 

time on track or spring football. 

Four of the ten schools report that they have 

an athletic association. The duties undertaken by this 

association at Aspen are to help finance their basketball 

by giving dances after games and by promoting the sale of 

tickets. At Montrose they promote the sale of tickets 

and help to create a proper school spirit at their 

athletic contests. Keeker's association assumes respon

sibility for the finanoes. At Glenwood Springs they 

elect the athletic council which in turn selects the 

business manager for athletics with the approval of the 

high sohool principal. !hey also promote the sale of 

tickets for athletic contests. From the reports given 
these organizations are rather weak and accomplish little. 
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~lmmary of Athletic Activities 
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CHAPTER VI 

MOSIC ACTIVITIES 

Kusio seems to be making rapid progress in the 

sohools studied. Grand Junction is the only sohool that 

has an allowance for music. They allow $aOO for the band, 

$10 for the girls' glee club, and 150 for the orchestra. 

The other sohools report the sohool boards, the band 

mothers' organization or the organization itself as buy

ing the music needed. 

The band seems to be of major importance as 

eight of the ten schools have a band. Seven years ago 

there was not a band in any of the schools. Kost of the 

bands originated as boys' bands and were supported by 

popular subsoription with same finanoial aid from the 

towns. Sinoe that time the schools have taken them over 

and they are under their direct oontrol. 

Montrose has the largest organization, with S2 

people taking band work or nearly one-fifth of their 

entire student body. Rifle has the smallest number, l8i 

their band includes grade-school people also, which 

brings the enrollment up to 40. Paonia, Meeker and 

Fruita allow the grade-school pupils to belong to the 

high-sohool band. 

!he number of times per week that the bands 

practice ranges from one to five. Half of the sohools 

spend a period of SO minutes or more per day on either 



-44-

band praotioe or seotional rehearsal. There 1s a growing 

tendenoy to have the bands meet once a day just as the 

classes in mathematics or history meet. When this 1s the 

case they usually meet during the sohool day and are 

allowed one-half credit towards graduation. The average 

length of praotice periods is one hour. Most schools 

allow some time for practice during the school day but 

all schools, except Grand Junct10n and Fruita, pract1ce 

after sohool hours also. 

All but two schools, Fruita and Rifle, give 

awards of some kind. Keeker gives sweaters which are 

donated by the band mothers, while the remainder of the 

schools give either letters or emblems. 

The uniforms are either purohased by donations 

from the bustness men or the money is raised by giving 

benefits of one type or another. Nearly all of the 

instruments are owned by the individuals. A few are 

purchased by the school or other organizations and are 

loaned to the pup1ls. 

The orchestra is of next importance. All of 

the schools, except Rifle and Fruita, have orchestras. 

Montrose has the largest group with 37 and Aspen the 

smallest, with eight. The orchestras meet from one to 

four times per week and the average length of the 

practice is one hour. Three of the sohools allow no 

oredit for orchestra work. The remainder give from one-
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fourth to one-half oredi t, depending upon the amount of 

time spent. All schools, except Gunnison, spend time 

outside of sohoo1 hours on orohestra praotioe. 

Grand Junotion is the only sohoo1 giving an 

orohestra award. Meeker uses her orohestra as a training 

uni t for the band. 

Eight of the ten sohoo1s have a girls' glee 

olub. Kontrose baa the largest olub with 56 enrolled, 

and Meeker the smallest with 16. The glee olubs at 

Grand Junction and Delta meet five and four times per 

week respectively, and allow one-half unit oredit. The 

average number of weekI, rehearsals is two with the 

practice period one hour in length. 

Paonia, Meeker and Fruita allow no credit 

while the remainder of the schools give one-fourth credit. 

The glee clubs at Paonia, Meeker, Montrose and Fruita 

meet entirely outside of sohool hours. Those in the 

remainder of the schools spend at least part of their 

time for praotice during the school day. Delta, Fruita 

and Grand Junotion give an award or emblem of some kind 

for this work. 

The boys' glee olub does not enjoy the popular

ity of the girls' organization. Only three schools 

report having suoh a group. They are Paonia, Gunnison 

and Delta. 
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A high-school operetta is given by five of the 

ten schools. In most cases it is a sohool project and a 

combined effort of the girls' and boys' glee clubs. 

The increased interest in these different types 

of music 1s due largely to the Kusic Meet held each year. 

Two days are allowed for this contest which includes 

events for bands, orchestras, girls' and boyst glee clubs, 

girls' trios, boys' quartettes and solo singing. This 

past year the contest was held at Grand Junction with 

over 700 students participating. 
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Summary of Music Activities 
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CHAPTER VII 

DRAMATIC ACTIVITIES 

Dramatics is one form of self expreSSion that 

is of great importance. In some sohools this work may be 

included in the regular daily schedule, while in others 

it 118.7 be olassed as extra-curricular work. Under this 

topic we w11l discuss debate, senior class plays, junior 

class plays, oratory and the dramatio club. 

Six of the high schools report some form of 

debating work. lour of the schools, Gunnison, Glenwood 

Springs, Delta and Montrose, have inter-sohool debates 

and are members of the State Debating League. lruita 

usually has debating but did not this year. Grand Juno

tion has debating work.but it is oonduoted within the 

group itself; they have their debates between the classes 

and groups in the debating olub. Rifle, Aspen, Keeker 

and Paonia report that they do not have debating work. At 

Montrose debating is not an extra-curricular aotivity but 

is conducted as a olass, meeting thruout the year. 

The number of pupils partioipating in debating 

work is not large. Gunnison has three taking part, which 

i8 the smallest number reported, and Glenwood Springs 

reports ten, which is the largest group. In the schools 

that have debate as a club activity moat of the groups 

meet ~lce a week with additional time given to the work 



when they are prepar1ng for a league debate. 

Gunnison and Glenwood Springs give one-fourth 

credit for the work done in debate. Delta allows credit 

according to the point system used in their school. 

Montrose allows the same amount of credit as for other 

classes since it is not an extra-curricular activity. 

Gunnison is the only school that gives an award for this 

work; letters are given to the students who are on the 

debate team. Glenwood Springs formerly gave an emblem 

but discontinued giving it this past year. 

Nine of the schools giye a senior-class play, 

Meeker being the only sohool that does not sponsor such 

an activity. !he money obtained from these productions 

is used to help defray any added expense which the class 

may have and also to purchase a class g1ft whioh is left 

with the school. The number of students taking part in 

these plays varies with the number of characters in the 

play. 

The sponsors try to select plays that have a 

large number of characters in the production. This 1s 

true in both the junior and senior plays. In addition to 

the play cast they appoint students who are not in the 

play a8 business manager, state maaager and property 

manager, with the idea of giving as large a number of 

students as possible some part in the activity. 
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A plan that has been tried at Paonia 18 a very 

good one. They use the double cast, whioh has two advan

tages. r1r8t, 1t gives a greater number of students an 

opportunity to take part, and second, in case of illness 

it gives the sponsor a 8ubatitute to use. The added 

wort to the sponsor i8 probably more than offset by these 

two advantages. When thes8 two casts are used the play 

may be presented as a matinee with one group and as an 

evening performanoe with the other. Or 1t may be pre

sented on two sucoes8ive evenings. On one oecassion at 

Paonia the beat charaoters from eaoh group were selected 

by the sponsor or director and they made up the cast. 

!he average length of tim. spent on these plays 

se8ms to be from five to six weeka with the groups meet

ing from three to five ttmea per week. The average 

length for rehearsal is from two to two and one-half 

hours. Kost of the superintendents and prinoipals feel 

that the time could be shortened if the sponsors would 

insist that the cast learn their parts before they start 

their rehearsals. these practice periods are all held 

outside of Bohool hours, most of them being at night. 

These playa are not reoognized a8 club work by 

any of the sohools and are not given any ored1t toward 

graduation exoept at Delta. Hone of the schools give any 

special recognition in the form of awards or emblems. 
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The junior class play does not enjoy the popu

larity that the senior play does. Only five of the 

schools report giving a production every year. Fruita is 

not regular in presenting such a produotion. Gunnison, 

Grand Junction and Paonia do not present such a play. The 

money obtained from the junior play in all instances is 

used to defray the expenses of the junior-senior banquet 

given at the end of the year. !he length of time spent 

on the junior production seems to run slightly less than 

in the senior production. Glenwood Springe and Paonia 

both use the double cast. 

Besides these class plays, Grand Junotion pre

sents three school plays which are given by the student 

body. The oharacters are selected from the entire group 

by tryouts. !he money is put into the general activity 

fund or turned over direotly to 80me activity in need of 

money to defray special expenses. Aspen also presents a 

sophomore-class play each year. 

All sohools, except Rifle and Meeker, give some 

instruction in dramatics, besides the class plays, either 

as club work or a8 regular class instruction. The 

dramatic work at Kontrose is given as regular classroom 

instruction, the class meeting every day. At A~en the 

work is given in oonnection with English. The remaining 

sohools bave dramatic club organizations. The memberships 

in these organizations range from 10 to 60. Fruita haa 
the smallest group and Paonia the largest. 



-52-

Paonia has one senior club and two junior clubs. 

These terms do not refer to the school olasses with the 

same names. All students taking dramatic work for the 

first time enroll in the junior club. The next year they 

are promoted to the senior olub if they continue with the 

work. Glenwood Springs has two clubs, one for the fresh

men and the other for all students interested in this 

work. 

These dramatic clubs meet either onoe or twioe 

per week, exoept at Fruita where they meet but twice per 

month. The length of the periods are from 30 minutes at 

Paonia to 70 minutes at Glenwood Springs. The sohools 

with the longer periods meet but once per week while those 

with the shorter periods meet twice per week. All of the 

sohools having dramatic olubs allow credit toward gradua

tion, except Paonia. The work is conducted during the 

school day and only on speoial occasions is practioe held 

outside of school hours. Short one-act plays are studie4 

and occasionally the clubs present a three-act play. 

Six of the schools have work in oratory or 

rhetoricals. In all schools it is special work and is 

not included in any olass or club. !he work done 1s in 

preparation for some contest either a county contest or 

for the Western Slope contest. The work in rhetoricals 

and oratory includes original oration, oratorioal decla

mation, dramatio declamation, humorous declamation and 
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argument. The Western Colorado contest this past year 

was held in Grand Junotion. 

fable 6 

Summary of Dramatic Aotivities 
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CHAPTER VIII 

REKAINIBG ACTIVITIES 

There are two national honor societies repre

sented by chapters in these schools. The National Honor 

Society has five chapters. This sooiety stands for four 

things: Character, scholarship, leadership and service. 

Only those students who are in the upper one-third of the 

junior or senior classes are eligible. Only those who 

most nearly fulfill the above requirements are eligible 

to be given this honor, which is the highest honor that 

can be bestowed upon them by their school. The members 

are chosen by the faculty or faculty committee. Five 

percent of the junior class may be elected during their 

second semester, ten percent more at the beginning of 

their senior year; thus making a total of 15 percent of 

anyone graduating class. 

Delta and Gunnison are members of the National 

Athletic Soholarship Society. Membership in this organ

ization is open to those bOlS who have earned a letter in 

any major sport and who are above the aTerage in scholas

tic ability. The purpose of this society 1s to oreate 

interest among the athletes in the school in keeping 

their studies up to the average of the school or above. 

Under the head of Service Clubs w1l1 be inolud

ed the following: Girl Reserves, Hi-T, Boy Scouts and 

Camp Fire Girls. 
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Girl Reserve organizations are to be found in 

over half of the schools. Paonia, Delta, Gunnison and 

Montrose are the only schools that have direct control of 

this group of girls. They meet onoe a week, usually 

during sohool time. Fruita and G~d Junotion have these 

organizations but they are not under the supervision of 

the sohool. The purpose of this organization is to give 

emphasis to the spiritual side of a girl's life and to 

develop those energies whtoh are of cultural and praoti

cal value. 

Half of the schools do not bave a Camp Fire 

organization. Rifle, Glenwood Springs and Grand Junotbon 

have this group but it is not conneoted with the school. 

Aspen and Meeker have such a group as a school organiza

tion and meet after school hours. The purpose of this 

organization is to direct the energies of the girls so 

that they will develop spiritually, mentally and 

physically. 

The Bi-Y organization seems to be stronger than 

the corresponding girls' organization. This is due to 

the traveling secretary whioh the state organization 

employs. !he purpose of this organization 1s to develop 

high ideals of Ohristian character. The programs or 

meetings are usually divided into three parts: Problem 

discussion, service projects and character development. 
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Glenwood Springs, Paonia, Gunnison, Aspen, 

Delta and Montrose have very aotive Hi-Y groups which are 

aooomplishing a great deal. Most of them meet during the 

school day and have some member of the faculty for their 

adviser. Heeker and Fruita do not have an organization 

but are extremely interested in the work and signified 

their intention of establishing such an organization 

either under school jurisdiction or under jurisdiction of 

some local group. 

Boy Scout groups are to be found in but four of 

the ten towns. In these four instances only one is 

directly under school control and that is at Glenwood 

Springs. This organization usually consists of the young

er boys that are of grade school age. Oonsequently it is 

more of a grade school activity than a high school acti

vity. 

Grand Junction has two groups that are aocom

plishing a great deal in their sohool. They are the Boys' 

and Girls' Leagues. The purpose of the Boys' League is 

to develop a better ~irit among the boys and help them 

to cooperate with each other and the sohool. Aocomplish

ments of the Girls' League were: Assisting in the Christ

mas Seal sale, helping secure rooms for the Western 

Colorado Kusic Contest, help1ng to serve refre$hments 

after athletic contests, and giving aid to the teachers 

at their convention held in Grand Junct1on. 
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The remaining extra-curricular activities vary 

so greatly between different sohools that they will be 

discussed for each school separately. They are classifi

ed as high school clubs. 

Grand Junotion.- There are three organizations 

that have not been mentioned. They are the Agricultural 

Club, the J. R. Olub and the Police squad. The member

ship of the Agricultural Club oonsists of those boys that 

are interested in agriculture. They are allowed credit 

for the work accomplished. They meet outside of sohool 

hours under the supervision of the agriculture teaoher. 

The J. R. Club was organized for the purpose of 

supporting high sohool aotivities. !his group meets 

twioe a month during the school year. It is primarily a 

pep organization. 

The Polioe squad has a membership of twenty 

boys. !his group exists to enforce law and order. The 

squad is actively engaged at all athletio contests as 

well as city festivities such as Armistice Day, Deooration 

Da.y and band parades. 

Keeker.- Keeker has two organizations that have 

not been discussed. The Pep-Club is composed of about 75 

peroent of the student body. They meet two times per 

week for 30 minutes. The Literary club has a membership 

of ten. It also meets twice a week for 30 minutes. The 

superintendent reports this club as not being a succesa. 
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Kontrose.- The Commeroial club at Montrose has 

a membership of about thirty. The Agricultural club bas 

12 enrolled in its group_ Both of these groups meet once 

a week for one hour. No credit is allowed for this work 

and they meet after school hours. They also have an 

K-club whioh is oomposed of letter students only. 

Delta.- Delta seems to bave the most elaborate 

group of olub aotivities. They bave a Oommercial club 

under the sponsorship of the commeroial department. A 

boys' First Aid and a girls' First Aid olub, a History 

olub, a Jlechan1cs club J an Art club J a Booster club which 

has for its purpose the enlivening of school spirit, and 

a D-club which is oomposed of letter men only. These 

groups all meet during the school day for a period of one 

hour each week. They are allowed oredit for the work 

aocomplished aooording to their point system. 

Glenwood Springs.- The remaining extra-currioul

ar aotivities of the Glenwood Springs high sohool are the 

Soience, Domestic Soience, Art, Book, Printing and 

Spanish Clubs. These olubs meet onoe per week for a 

period of 70 minutes. !he members are allowed one

fourth credit for satisfactory work. The major portion 

of the work is done during the activity period. The 

names of the clubs indicate the type of work that 1s 

taken up. 

Fruita.- Fruita confines her additional activi

ties to the Girls' Pep olub and the Agricultural club. 
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The girls organisation meets upon the call of the presi

dent. Their activities are limited to the athletic 

season. The Agricultural club meets twice a month during 

the sohool day. 

Rifle.- The extra-curricular program of the 

Rifle high sohool is limited to that whioh has already 

been discussed. 

Gunnison.- The students at Gunnison have an 

opportunity to belong to the Nature Study, Science, 

Journalism and Monogram clubs. The first three named 

meet during the aotivity period. They are given one

fourth oredit for sat1sfactory work. The monogram club 

i8 aore of an honor organization and their meetings are 

held after sohool hours. 

Paon1a.- The P-olub and the Pep club comprise 

the remaining olubs at Paonia. The P-club has a member

ship of 32 letter students. They meet upon oall of the 

president. They sponsor the interclass sports and their 

members act as officials in the Sunday School Basketball 

League. !he Pep club meets only during the athletic 

season. The purpose of this group is to create enthusi

asm for the various athletic events. 

Aspen.- Aspen high school does not offer any 

further opportunities to her student body in the way of 

additional activities. 
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CHAPTER IX 

SUJIlLlRY 

It is agreed that those aotivities that are 

not & part of the daily program oonstitute an extra

currioular aotivity. These extra-ourricular aotivities 

as found in the following high sohools; Gunnison, Kontrose 

Paonia, Delta, Grand Junotion, Fruita, Rifle, Keeker, 

Glenwood Springs and Aspen, are gaining rapidly in impor

tance. 

There is a wide variation in the method by 

which they are handled but in all oases the principal or 

superintendent is the controlling faotor. In moat in

stances they aSSign the sponsors to the various organiza

tions. In only one school was the authority delegated to 

an extra-curricular aotivity committee. 

One important disoovery was the inadequate 

method of looking after the finances. All but one sohool 

had no reoord whatever of the cost of their extra

currioular program. Very little finanoial aid is 

reoeived from the sohool boards for these aotivities. In 

nearly all cases they are finanoed by the group them

selves. This is done by the means of dues, ticket sales 

and benefits. Desp1te the poor system of keeping financ

ial records very few sohools report a deficit at the end 

of the year. In the sohools that have a general fund for 

all monies there is a great deal of borrowing from funds. 
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The club sponsors in all oases are regular 

members of the faculty_ A few of the smaller schools 

report that it is hard to secure capable sponsors to 

direct these activities. In general these sponsors are 

in sympathy with these activities and realize that they 

are of importance and have a place in the school day. If 

the director in oharge is enthusiastic about his work 

his sponsors will be also. The success or failure 

depends largely upon his attitude. 

The method of selecting membership to these 

groups is by one of three methods: Tryouts, assignment 

by teaching staff, or election on the part of the pupil. 

The last method is the most commonly used. !here is a 

tendency on the part of 80me pupils to belong to too 

many of these groups, howeve~. Kost schools have placed 

a limit on the number of clubs that one may belong to. 

Nearly all clubs have a oonstitution for their 

organization. These are drawn up by the pupils with the 

aid of their sponsors. 

Moat of the schools allow credit for part or 

all of their extra-curricular work. Especially 1s this 

true of that type of work which is commonly oalled club 

work and which continues thruout the year. In most 

instanoes one-fourth credit i8 allowed toward graduation. 

These credits are kept on the permanent record book along 

with the aoademio subject grades. 
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Competitive athletios for girls is on the down 

grade. Western Colorado High Schools have gone on 

record as opposed to girls particlpating in basketball. 

A few sohools stlll participate but it is due to the 

demand of the public rather than the wishes of the school 

offioials. 

Kusic probably has advanced more rapidly than 

any of the other activities. this 1s especially true 

with the band. There was not a band organization 1n anr 
of the schools seven years ago. To-day eight of the 

schools have a band. Most of them originated as town 

bands but they have since been taken over by the school 

and are under their supervision. Many of the sohools 

have an elaborate music program consistlng of at least 

part of the following: Band, orchestra, boys' and girls' 

glee clubs, quartettes, triOS, and operettas. 

The various forms of dramatics offer an excell

ent opportunity for self expression. About half of the 

schools partiCipate in debate work and are members of the 

State Debating League. This activity receives one-fourth 

credit towards graduation. 

The junior and senior class plays are activities 

that are quite popular in the different sohools. All 

schools have at least one class play and most of them two. 

The money obtained is used to present a class gift to the 

school, finance the junior-senior banquet and to meet 

current expenses. the chOOSing of two casts for eaoh 
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play 1s being favorably considered. This type of activity 

1s held either at night or after school. 

The various forms ot oratory and rhetorioal. are 

participated in by most of the schools. These are special 

aotivities and meet only while in preparation for a count1 

oontest or the Western Slope Contest. 

From the enrollment figures the dramatic club 

seems to be one of the most important clubs. Nearly 

every school has some form of dramatic instruction either 

in the club work or as regular instruction in connection 

with the English work. 

'!'here are many other clubs in the various high 

schools which are fulfilling real needs, such &S SCience, 

commercial, agriculture, art, history, first aid, Hi-Y, 

Girl Reserves, Boy Scouts, mechaniCS, nature, printing, 

publicity and several others. 

From this survey it appears that the schools 

studied are keeping pace with the new idea that these 

extra-curricular activities have a place in the modern 

high school. The development of this extra-curricular 

program seems to be almost entirely determined by the 

amount of enthUSiasm that exists with the school 

officials and their administration of these groups of 

activities. 
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The larger high schools publish an annual each 

year. This project is expensive but it affords valuable 

training in putting to use the work taught in the Inglish 

department. .early all of the sohools publish a news

paper. This may only be a monthly affair but it likewise 

affords valuable training. The papers are printed by 

the looal printer. Two schools report that their sohool 

news is printed in the local weekly newspaper. 

Student government, or student particIpation 

as it is called in some schools, is an excellent training 

field for the high-school youth. Seven of these schools 

have 80me form of student government. !be purpose of the 

organization is to oreate and promote school spirit and 

to provide a means for the student to participate in the 

management of school affairs. 

All schools have some for.m of athletics. 

Basketball is played by all schools studied. They are 

all members of the Western Slope League. This has its 

advantages as all schools can be governed and oome under 

the rules of this organization. Athletics do not over

shadow the other activities as they dId in the past. 

Football 18 played by most of the schools. Those 

schools that do not partiCipate are isolated from suoh 

schools' as have a" team and the traveling expense makes 

it impossible to participate. Track is a popular spring 

sport and all but one of the sohools have a traok team. 
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