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ABSTRACT

GENERALIZATIONS OF PERSISTENT HOMOLOGY

Persistent homology typically starts with a filtered chain complex and produces an invariant

called the persistence diagram. This invariant summarizes where holes are born and die in the

filtration. In the traditional setting the filtered chain complex is a chain complex of vector spaces

filtered over a totally ordered set. There are two natural directions to generalize the persistence

diagram: we can consider filtrations of more general chain complexes and filtrations over more

general partially ordered sets. In this dissertation we develop both of these generalizations by

defining persistence diagrams for chain complexes in an essentially small abelian category filtered

over any finite lattice.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Persistent homology is a tool for studying filtered chain complexes. Roughly speaking, a fil-

tered chain complex is a nested family of chain complexes. Filtered chain complexes arise naturally

in data analysis from Rips complexes [1], Čech complexes [2], and alpha complexes [3]. These

are all different ways to convert a finite metric space into a filtered chain complex that captures

information about the metric at different scale parameters. As the chain complexes in a filtration

get bigger, holes open up and holes close up. Persistent homology captures this behavior with

the persistence diagram which encodes where each hole first opens up and where it first closes (if

it closes). The persistence diagram condenses a lot of the meaningful topological structure of a

filtered simplicial complex into a much more usable form, giving valuable insights into the shape

of data [4, 5]. Persistent homology also has deep applications to pure math in areas such as fractal

geometry [6–8] and symplectic geometry [9, 10]. One of the most important results in persistent

homology is bottleneck stability which says that the construction of the persistence diagram is

1-Lipschitz. In practice, data is inherently noisy so this result is crucial for applications.

Homology is used to convert a filtered simplicial complex into a persistence diagram. Tra-

ditionally, for persistence, the homology is defined with field coefficients. In [11], a method for

defining persistence diagrams with coefficients in a ring was introduced. This allows for the study

of torsion in data, capturing more information from a filtered simplicial complex. In [12], we

showed that these generalized persistence diagrams satisfy bottleneck stability as well.

One of the unfortunate weaknesses of the filtered simplicial complexes used in topological data

analysis is that they are sensitive to outliers. Because of this, it is often times desirable to incor-

porate a density parameter into the filtration. This leads to multiparameter persistent homology,

an area rich with potential applications but lacking a robust theory [13]. In [14], we showed that

multiparameter persistence diagrams satisfy a form of stability and a notion of functoriality. In

fact, the results from this paper extend beyond multiparameter persistence to persistent homology
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over any finite lattice. This structure has numerous potential applications to areas such as dynamic

metric spaces [15] and the persistent homology transform [16].

1.1 Outline

We start this dissertation with the relevant background information. In Chapter 2 we introduce

lattices and metric lattices and prove a few lemmas that are useful for proving some of our bigger

results later on. We then start a brief introduction to category theory in Section 2.2. Beginning

with categories and functors, we cover all the way through Kan extensions, abelian categories, and

Grothendieck groups. Lastly, this chapter concludes with some background on chain complexes

and homology in Section 2.3. We allow our chain complexes to lie in any essentially small abelian

category A, allowing for more general homology theories to be used in practice.

Chapter 3 focuses on filtered chain complexes. For a fixed chain complex X∗ we define a

category Fil of filtrations of X∗. We define the edit distance between filtrations in Fil. Our filtrations

differ from the filtrations traditionally used in persistent homology in that we allow X∗ to be filtered

over any finite lattice P and not simply a totally ordered finite lattice. In the setting where P is

totally ordered, we take advantage of this extra structure to define the interleaving distance between

filtrations.

In Chapter 4, we define our main invariant: the persistence diagram. We first define birth-death

functions of filtrations. These intermediary invariants capture information about where holes are

born and die in a filtration. Birth death functions lie in a category Mon(G) with functors ZBi :

Fil → Mon(G) taking any filtration to its i-th birth-death function. We then define persistence

diagrams as the Möbius inversion of birth-death functions. Persistence diagrams lie in a category

Fnc(G) and the Möbius inversion turns out to be a functor MI : Mon(G) → Fnc(G). We define the

edit distance between functions in Fnc(G) and, when the underlying lattice is totally ordered, we

also define the bottleneck distance between functions in Fnc(G).

Chapter 5 focuses on stability results. These results are crucial for applications. In Section 5.1

we show that the construction of the persistence diagram of a filtration is stable with respect to
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the edit distance. Section 5.2 focuses on the special case of filtrations over totally ordered lattices.

Here we prove that the construction of persistence diagrams is stable with respect to the bottleneck

distance. Lastly, in Section 5.3 we show that the edit distance and bottleneck distance are strongly

equivalent for functions in Fnc(G) where the underlying lattice is totally ordered.
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Chapter 2

Preliminaries

Here we introduce the necessary background information. We start with a short introduction to

lattices followed by an introduction to category theory.

2.1 Lattices

A poset is a set P with a relation 6 that is

• reflexive: a 6 a for any a ∈ P

• antisymmetric: if a 6 b and b 6 a then a = b

• transitive: if a 6 b and b 6 c then a 6 c.

A poset P is totally ordered if for any a,b ∈ P, either a 6 b or b 6 a. For two elements a,b ∈ P

in a poset, we write a < b to mean a 6 b and a 6= b. For any a 6 c, the interval [a, c] ⊆ P is

the subposet consisting of all b ∈ P such that a 6 b 6 c. The poset P has a bottom if there is an

element ⊥ ∈ P such that ⊥ 6 a for all a ∈ P. The poset P has a top if there is an element ⊤ ∈ P

such that a 6 ⊤ for all a ∈ P. A function α : P → Q between two posets is monotone if for all

a 6 b, α(a) 6 α(b).

The meet of two elements a,b ∈ P in a poset, written a ∧ b, is the greatest lower bound of

a and b. The join of two elements a,b ∈ P in a poset, written a ∨ b, is the least upper bound

of a and b. The poset P is a lattice if both joins and meets exist for all pairs of elements in P. A

lattice is bounded if it contains both a top and a bottom. If P is a finite lattice, then the existence

of meets and joins implies that P has a bottom and a top, respectively. Therefore all finite lattices

are bounded. A function α : P → Q between two bounded lattices is a bounded lattice function if

α(⊤) = ⊤, α(⊥) = ⊥, and for all a,b ∈ P, α(a∨b) = α(a)∨α(b) and α(a∧b) = α(a)∧α(b).

Note that bounded lattice functions are monotone. This is because a 6 b if and only if a∧b = a,
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Figure 2.1: Above are the Hasse diagrams of two finite metric lattices P and Q. The metrics dP and dQ
assigns to every pair of elements the length (i.e. the number of edges) of the shortest path between them.

For example, dP(a,d) = 2 and dQ(p,q) = 1. The function α : P → Q defined as α(a) = α(b) = p and

α(c) = α(d) = r is a bounded lattice function. The distortion of α is ||α|| = 1.

and therefore

α(a) = α(a∧ b) = α(a)∧ α(b) =⇒ α(a) 6 α(b).

Example 2.1.1: See Figure 2.1 for two examples of finite metric lattices P andQ and a morphism

of finite metric lattices α : P → Q. The distortion of α is ||α|| = 1. Forthcoming examples will

build on this one example.

Proposition 2.1.2: Let P and Q be finite lattices and α : P → Q a bounded lattice function.

Then for all a ∈ Q, the pre-image α−1[⊥,a] has a maximal element.

Proof. The pre-image is non-empty because α(⊥) = ⊥. The pre-image is finite because P is finite.

For any two elements b and c in the pre-image, both b ∨ c and b ∧ c are also in the pre-image

because

α(b∨ c) = α(b)∨ α(c) 6 a∨ a = a α(b∧ c) = α(b)∧ α(c) 6 a∧ a = a.

Thus α−1[⊥,a] is a finite lattice and all finite lattices have a unique maximal element.

For a finite lattice P, let P̄ :=
{
[a,b] ⊆ P : a 6 b

}
be its set of intervals. The product order

on P × P restricts to a partial order � on P̄ as follows: [a,b] � [c,d] if a 6 c and b 6 d.

The join of two intervals is [a,b] ∨ [c,d] = [a ∨ c,b ∨ d], and the meet of two intervals is
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[a,b] ∧ [c,d] = [a ∧ c,b ∧ d]. All this makes P̄ a finite lattice. Its bottom element is [⊥,⊥] and

its top element is [⊤,⊤].

A bounded lattice function α : P → Q between two finite lattices induces a bounded lattice

function ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄ as follows. For an interval [a,b] ∈ P̄, let ᾱ
(

[a,b]
)

:=
[

α(a),α(b)
]

. We have

ᾱ
(

[a,b]∧ [c,d]
)

= ᾱ
(

[a∧ c,b∧ d]
)

=
[

α(a∧ c),α(b∧ d)
]

=
[

α(a)∧ α(c),α(b)∧ α(d)
]

= ᾱ
(

[a,b]
)

∧ ᾱ
(

[c,d]
)

.

ᾱ
(

[a,b]∨ [c,d]
)

= ᾱ
(

[a∨ c,b∨ d]
)

=
[

α(a∨ c),α(b∨ d)
]

=
[

α(a)∨ α(c),α(b)∨ α(d)
]

= ᾱ
(

[a,b]
)

∨ ᾱ
(

[c,d]
)

ᾱ
(

[⊥,⊥]
)

=
[

α(⊥),α(⊥)
]

= [⊥,⊥]

ᾱ
(

[⊤,⊤]
)

=
[

α(⊤),α(⊤)
]

= [⊤,⊤].

Thus ᾱ is a bounded lattice function. Further, for any pair of bounded lattice functions α : P → Q

and β : Q→ R, β ◦ α = β̄ ◦ ᾱ.

Example 2.1.3: The morphism of finite metric lattices α : P → Q in Example 2.1.1 induces the

morphism of finite metric lattices ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄ in Figure 2.2. The distortion of ᾱ is ||ᾱ|| = 1.

2.1.1 Metric Lattices

A finite metric lattice is a tuple (P,dP) where P is a finite lattice and dP : P × P → R
>0 a

metric. A morphism of finite metric lattices α : (P,dP) → (Q,dQ) is a bounded lattice function

α : P → Q. The distortion (see [17, Definition 7.1.4]) of a morphism α : (P,dP) → (Q,dQ),

denoted ||α||, is

||α|| := max
a,b∈P

∣

∣dP(a,b) − dQ
(

α(a),α(b)
)∣

∣.

To minimize notation, we will write finite metric lattices (P,dP) simply as P with the implied

metric dP.
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Figure 2.2: Above are the Hasse diagrams of the lattices P̄ and Q̄ where P and Q are from Example 2.1.1.

The morphismα : P → Q from the same example extends to the morphism ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄ as follows. The func-

tion ᾱ sends
{
[a,a], [a,b], [b,b]

}
to

{
[p,p]

}
,
{
[a, c], [a,d], [b,d]

}
to

{
[p, r]

}
, and

{
[c, c], [c,d], [d,d]

}
to{

[r, r]
}

. The distortion of ᾱ is ||ᾱ|| = ||α|| = 1.

For every finite metric lattice P, we have the finite metric lattice of intervals P̄ where

dP̄
(

[a,b], [c,d]
)

:= max
{
dP(a, c),dP(b,d)

}
.

A morphism α : P → Q of finite metric lattices induces a morphism of finite metric lattices

ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄. Define the distortion of ᾱ as

||ᾱ|| := max
[a,b],[c,d]∈P̄

∣

∣max
{
dP(a, c),dP(b,d)

}
− max

{
dQ(α(a),α(c)),dQ(α(b),α(d))

}∣
∣.

Proposition 2.1.5 says that the two distortions ||α|| and ||ᾱ|| are equal. Its proof requires the follow-

ing lemma.

Lemma 2.1.4: [18, Lemma 3 page 31] For all non-negative real numbers w, x,y, z ∈ R
>0,

∣

∣max(w, x) − max(y, z)
∣

∣ 6 max
(

|w− y|, |x− z|
)

.
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Proposition 2.1.5: Let α : P → Q be a bounded lattice function between two finite metric

lattices and let ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄ be the induced bounded lattice function on intervals. Then ||ᾱ|| = ||α||.

Proof. First we show ||ᾱ|| > ||α||. If ||α|| = ε, then there are elements a,b ∈ P such that ε =
∣

∣dP(a,b) − dQ(α(a),α(b))
∣

∣. For the intervals [a,a] and [b,b], we have

∣

∣max
{
dP(a,b),dP(a,b)

}
− max

{
dQ(α(a),α(b)),dQ(α(a),α(b))

}∣
∣ = ε

proving the claim. Now we show ||ᾱ|| 6 ||α|| using Lemma 2.1.4:

||ᾱ|| := max
[a,b],[c,d]∈P̄

∣

∣max
{
dP(a, c),dP(b,d)

}
− max

{
dQ(α(a),α(c)),dQ(α(b),α(d))

}∣
∣

6 max
[a,b],[c,d]∈P̄

{∣
∣dP(a, c) − dQ

(

α(a),α(c)
)
∣

∣,
∣

∣dP(b,d) − dQ
(

α(b),α(d)
)
∣

∣

= ||α||.

2.2 Categories

In this section we provide a brief introduction to category theory. First we review categories

and functors followed by an overview of abelian categories and then a little background on chain

complexes and homology.

Categories were introduced in 1942 by Samuel Eilenberg and Saunders Mac Lane to study

mathematical structures in a very broad sense. They have helped unify concepts from fields as

diverse as topology and algebra to geometry and combinatorics. Category theory provides an

elegant setting to study many different concepts, and persistent homology is no exception. Much

of the theory presented here is written in the language of category theory.

A category consists of objects and morphisms. The objects often represent mathematical struc-

tures such as: sets, vector spaces, and topological spaces while the morphisms represent the ap-
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propriate structure preserving maps between them such as: functions, linear transformations and

continuous maps respectively.

Definition 2.2.1: A (locally small) category C consists of:

• A class of objects ob(C).

• For any objects a,b ∈ ob(C) a set hom(a,b) of morphisms from a to b. We will often use

the notation f : a→ b for a morphism f ∈ hom(a,b).

• A composition rule for morphisms. That is, for any objects a,b, c ∈ ob(C) a map ◦ :

hom(b, c)× hom(a,b) → hom(a, c) satisfying:

– For each object x, there is an identity morphism 1x with the property that for each

morphism f : a→ b, 1b ◦ f = f = f ◦ 1a.

– Composition is associative; explicitly, for any f : c → d, g : b → c, and h : a → b,

f ◦ (g ◦ h) = (f ◦ g) ◦ h.

Example 2.2.2: The category of sets Set has sets as objects and set maps as morphisms. The

category of abelian groups Ab has abelian groups as objects and group homomorphisms as mor-

phisms.

Example 2.2.3: A lattice P can be viewed as a category with elements of P as the objects and a

unique morphism f : a → b if and only if a 6 b. Composition of morphisms follows from the

transitivity of 6.

Definition 2.2.4: A morphism f : a → b in a category C is an isomorphism if there exists a

morphism g : b→ a such that f ◦ g = 1b and g ◦ f = 1a. An isomorphism class [a] is the class

of all objects that are isomorphic to a in C.

Definition 2.2.5: A category C is small if the objects of C form a set and essentially small if

the isomorphism classes of objects form a set.

9



Definition 2.2.6: A morphism f : a → b in a category C is a monomorphism if for any object

c ∈ ob(C) and any morphisms g1,g2 : c→ a, the equation f ◦ g1 = f ◦ g2 holds only if g1 = g2.

Similarly, f is an epimorphism if for any object c ∈ ob(C) and any morphisms g1,g2 : b→ c the

equation g1 ◦ f = g2 ◦ f holds only if g1 = g2.

Example 2.2.7: In Vec a monomorphism is simply an injective linear transformation and an epi-

morphism is a surjective linear transformation. In Top a monomorphism is an injective continuous

map and an epimorphism is a surjective continuous map.

Definition 2.2.8: A functor F : C → D from a category C to a category D consists of:

• For each a ∈ ob(C), an object F(a) ∈ ob(D).

• For each f ∈ hom(a,b), a morphism F(f) ∈ hom
(

F(a), F(b)
)

satisfying:

– F(1a) = 1F(a) for each a ∈ ob(C).

– F(f ◦ g) = F(f) ◦ F(g) for any a,b, c ∈ ob(C) and any f : b→ c and g : a→ b.

Example 2.2.9: There is a functor F : Vec → Set that takes a vector space to its underlying set

and a linear transformation to its underlying set map. There is another functor G : FinSet → Vec

taking any finite set to the vector space with that set as a basis and any set map to the induced linear

transformation.

We now introduce natural transformations. Just as functors act as morphisms between cate-

gories, natural transformations act as morphisms between functors. Natural transformations are

necessary for defining certain concepts in category theory such as Kan extensions.

Definition 2.2.10: Let C and D be categories and F, G : C → D functors from C to D. A natural

transformation η : F → G consists of morphisms ηa : F(a) → G(a) for each a ∈ ob(C) such

that for any f : a→ b in C, the following diagram commutes in D

F(a) G(a)

F(b) G(b).

ηa

F(f) G(f)

ηb

10



We are now ready to define limits and colimits. These are incredibly important constructions in

category theory. Examples of limits and colimits include direct sums of vector spaces and kernels

of linear transformations.

Definition 2.2.11: A diagram in a category C is a functor F : J → C where J is any small

category. A cone over F consists of an objectN ∈ ob(C) and morphismsψa : N→ F(a) for each

a ∈ ob(J) such that for any f : a→ b in J, F(f) ◦ψa = ψb. A limit of F is a cone (L,φ) over F

such that for any cone (N,ψ) over F there is a unique morphism u : N → L with φa ◦ u = ψa

for any a ∈ J.

Example 2.2.12: Let J be a small category with only the identity morphisms and F : J → Set

a diagram. The limit of F is the cartesian product of the sets F(a) over all a ∈ ob(J) and the

morphisms φa are given by projecting the cartesian product onto F(a).

The dual notion of a limit is that of a colimit.

Definition 2.2.13: Let F : J → C be a diagram. A co-cone under F consists of an object

Q ∈ ob(C) and morphisms ψa : F(a) → Q for any a ∈ ob(J) such that for any f : a → b in

J, ψb ◦ F(f) = ψa. A colimit of F is a co-cone (C,φ) under F such that for any other co-cone

(Q,ψ) under F there is a unique morphism u : C→ Q satisfying u◦φa = ψa for any a ∈ ob(J).

Example 2.2.14: Let F : J → Set be defined as in Example 2.2.12. The coproduct of F is the

disjoint union of the sets F(a) over all a ∈ ob(J). The morphisms φa are the inclusions of F(a)

into the disjoint union.

One of the most useful constructions in category theory is the Kan extension. This tool will

allow us to define constructible filtrations, interpolate between constructible filtrations and express

morphisms between filtrations in a natural way.

Definition 2.2.15: Let C, D, and E be categories with functors F : C → D and G : C →

E. The left Kan extension of G along F consists of a functor LanFG : D → E and a natural

transformations η : G → LanFG ◦ F

11



C E

D

G

F
η

LanFG

such that for any other functor H : D → E with a natural transformation µ : G → H ◦ F there is a

unique natural transformation α : LanFG → H that makes the following diagram commute

G H ◦ F

LanFG ◦ F.

µ

η α◦F

Dually, the right Kan extension of G along F consists of a functor RanFG : D → E and a natural

transformations η : RanFG ◦ F → G

C E

D

G

F
η

RanFG

such that for any other functor H : D → E with a natural transformation µ : H ◦ F → G there is a

unique natural transformation α : H → RanFG that makes the following diagram commute

G H ◦ F

RanFG ◦ F.

µ

α◦Fη

2.2.1 Abelian Categories

Many categories that arise in practice have more structure than a basic category. In the category

of vector spaces hom-sets are more than just sets, they form vector spaces. Linear transformations

can be added and scalar multiplied. Additionally, finite products and coproducts always exist in

Vec. Similarly, hom-sets in the category of abelian groups also form abelian groups and finite

products and coproducts always exist. One way to classify this extra structure is with abelian

categories. In this section we will define abelian categories and look at a few examples.

Definition 2.2.16: An object I ∈ ob(C) is initial if for any a ∈ ob(C) there is a unique mor-

phism from I to a. An object T ∈ ob(C) is terminal if for any a ∈ ob(C) there exists a unique

12



morphism from a to T . An object 0 ∈ ob(C) is a zero object if it is both an initial and a terminal

object.

Example 2.2.17: A finite lattice P viewed as a category has an initial object ⊥ and a terminal

object ⊤. There is no 0 object in P unless ⊥ = ⊤.

Example 2.2.18: In Vec a 0 object is a 0-dimensional vector space. There is exactly one mor-

phism from any vector space to a 0-dimensional vector space and one map from a 0-dimensional

space to any other vector space.

Remark 2.2.19: If J is the category with no objects and F : J → C is a diagram then the colimit

of F is an initial object in C and the limit of F is a terminal object.

Definition 2.2.20: A category C is additive if it has all finite products and each hom-set forms

an abelian group with composition being a bilinear map ◦ : hom(b, c)× hom(a,b) → hom(a, c).

Composition being bilinear means that for any a,b, c ∈ ob(C) and any f,g ∈ hom(a,b) and

h, i ∈ hom(b, c), we have that (h+ i) ◦ f = (h ◦ f) + (i ◦ f) and h ◦ (f+ g) = (h ◦ f) + (h ◦ g).

Definition 2.2.21: A kernel of a morphism f : a→ b in C is a limit of the diagram on below on

the left. A cokernel of f is a colimit of the diagram on the right.

ker(f) a a b

0 b 0 coker(f)

f

f

Definition 2.2.22: An abelian category is a category A such that:

• A is additive.

• Every morphism f in A has a kernel and a cokernel.

• Every monomorphism is a kernel of a morphism and every epimorphism is a cokernel of a

morphism.

13



Example 2.2.23: Many familiar categories from algebra are abelian including the category of

vector spaces, the category of abelian groups, and the category of left R-modules over a fixed

ring R.

Remark 2.2.24: Mitchell’s embedding theorem shows that every essentially small abelian cate-

gory is equivalent to a full subcategory of R-Mod for some ring R [19].

Definition 2.2.25: An image of a morphism f : a → b in an abelian category is defined to be

im(f) = ker(coker(f)).

There is a way to define the image via a universal property as well however it is less intuitive

and, in the setting of abelian categories, equivalent.

Definition 2.2.26: A short exact sequence in an abelian category is a sequence of objects and

maps

0 a b c 0
f g

such that ker(f) = 0, coker(g) = 0, and im(f) = ker(g).

Definition 2.2.27: Let A be an essentially small abelian category. The Grothendieck group of

A is the abelian group G(A) generated by isomorphism classes of objects in A and by the relations

[a] + [c] = [b] for any short exact sequence 0 → a → b → c → 0. The Grothendieck group has

a natural translation invariant partial ordering where [a] 6 [b] if there is an object c ∈ C such that

[b] − [a] = [c]. For each a →֒ b, we have a ⊕ c →֒ b ⊕ c for any object c in C. This makes 6 a

translation invariant partial ordering.

Example 2.2.28: Here are three examples of A with their Grothendieck groups.

• Let Vec be the category of finite dimensional k-vector spaces for some fixed field k. Every

finite dimensional k-vector space is isomorphic to kn for some natural number n > 0. This

means that the free abelian group generated by the set of isomorphism classes in Vec is

⊕

n Z over all n > 0. Since every short exact sequence in Vec splits, the only relations

14



are of the form [A] + [B] = [C] whenever A ⊕ B ∼= C. Therefore G(Vec) ∼= Z where the

translation invariant partial ordering � is the usual total ordering on the integers.

• Let FinAb be the category of finite abelian groups. A finite abelian group is isomorphic to

Z

pn1

1 Z
⊕ · · · ⊕

Z

pnkk Z

where each pi is prime. The free abelian group generated by the set of isomorphism classes

in FinAb is
⊕

(p,n) Z over all pairs (p,n) where p is prime and n > 0 a natural number.

Every primary cyclic group
Z

pnZ
fits into a short exact sequence

0
Z

pn−1Z

Z

pnZ

Z

pZ
0

×p /

giving rise to a relation

[

Z

pnZ

]

=

[

Z

pn−1Z

]

+

[

Z

pZ

]

. By induction,

[

Z

pnZ

]

= n

[

Z

pZ

]

.

Therefore G(FinAb) ∼=
⊕

p Z where p is prime. For two elements [a], [b] ∈ G(FinAb),

[a] � [b] if the multiplicity of each prime factor of [a] is at most the multiplicity of each

prime factor of [b].

• Let Ab be the category of finitely generated abelian groups. A finitely generated abelian

group is isomorphic to

Z
m ⊕

Z

pn1

1 Z
⊕ · · · ⊕

Z

pnkk Z

where each pi is prime. The free abelian group generated by the set of isomorphism classes

in Ab is
⊕

m Z⊕
⊕

(p,n) Z over all natural numbers m > 0 and over all pairs (p,n) where

p is prime and n > 0 a natural number. In addition to the short exact sequences in FinAb,

we have

0 Z Z
Z

pZ
0

0 Z
m

Z
m+n

Z
n 0

×p /
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giving rise to the relations

[

Z

pZ

]

= [0] and [Zm] + [Zn] = [Zm+n]. Therefore G(Ab) ∼= Z

where � is the usual total ordering on the integers. Unfortunately all torsion is lost.

Remark 2.2.29: Although the Grothendieck group can be applied to categories with infinitely

generated objects, it is often times trivial due to the Eilenberg Swindle. Consider, for example, the

category of (possibly infinite dimensional) vector spaces over a fixed field. For any vector space

V , we have that V ⊕
⊕∞

i=1 V
∼=
⊕∞

i=1 V and so [V] + [
⊕∞

i=1 V] = [
⊕∞

i=1 V]. Therefore [V] = 0

and the Grothendieck group of this category is the trivial group.

When two objects a and b in an abelian category have monomorphisms f : a →֒ c and

g : b →֒ c into a third object c, we can take the union and intersection of a and b. The intersection

is given by the limit of the diagram

a ∩ b a

b c.

f

g

The union of a and b is given by the colimit of the diagram

a ∩ b a

b a ∪ b.

Any two subobjects a →֒ c and b →֒ c fit into a short exact sequence as follows. Consider the

following diagram where the dashed arrows come from the universal properties of a biproduct:

a

a ∩ b a⊕ b a⊕ b a ∪ b.

b

ρaιa

−idb◦ιb

µ ν

ρb

The morphism µ is a monomorphism and ν is an epimorphism with kernel a ∩ b giving us the

short exact sequence

0 a ∩ b a⊕ b a ∪ b 0.
µ ν
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For example in Vec, µ : x 7→ (x,−x) and ν : (x,y) 7→ x + y. The map µ is injective, ν

is surjective, and kerµ = imν = a ∩ b making the above sequence exact. The corresponding

relation
[

a ∩ b
]

+
[

a ∪ b
]

=
[

a⊕ b
]

in G can be rewritten as an inclusion-exclusion formula

[

a ∪ b
]

=
[

a
]

+
[

b
]

−
[

a ∩ b
]

. (2.1)

2.3 Chain Complexes and Homology

Homology was developed to study topological spaces from an algebraic point of view. There

are many different homology theories. Of particular interest for this dissertation is simplicial

homology. Given a simplicial complex K and a fixed ring R, simplicial homology assigns to it

an R-module Hi(K,R) for each i ∈ N that describes the independent i-dimensional holes in K.

Simplicial homology has the advantage of being easily computable with linear algebra techniques.

To define homology, we first need to define chain complexes.

Definition 2.3.1: Let A be an abelian category. A chain complex X∗ in A consists of objects

Xi for all i ∈ Z and morphisms di : Xi → Xi−1 satisfying di ◦ di+1 = 0 for all i ∈ Z. A

morphism f : X∗ → Y∗ between chain complexes consists of morphisms fi : Xi → Yi in A such

that di ◦ fi = fi−1 ◦ di. The category of chain complexes in A is the category Ch(A) consisting

of chain complexes and chain complex morphisms.

We can associate to any chain complex X∗ two types of objects: the cycle objects and the

boundary objects. Intuitively, the i-dimensional cycle object of a chain complex is generated by

each (possibly filled in) hole while the i-dimensional boundary object is generated by the filled in

holes.

Definition 2.3.2: For any chain complex X∗ its i-dimensional cycle object is Zi(X∗) := kerdi

and its i-dimensional boundary object is Bi(X∗) := imdi+1.

Since di◦di+1 = 0 it must be that Bi(X∗) ⊆ Zi(X∗). This allows us to define the i-dimensional

homology of X∗ as the quotient of the two objects.

17



Definition 2.3.3: The ith-homology of a chain complex X∗ is Hi(X∗) :=
Zi(X∗)

Bi(X∗)
.

Example 2.3.4: Consider the 2-simplex ∆2. It’s simplicial chain complex with coefficients in R

is

· · · X−1 = 0 X0 = R
3 X1 = R

3 X2 = R X3 = 0 · · ·

The homology groups of X∗ are H0(X∗) = R and Hi(X∗) = 0 for i 6= 0.

18



Chapter 3

Filtrations

Filtrations are the main objects of study in persistent homology. They arise via data from

constructions such as the Rips complexes [1], Čech complexes [2], and alpha complexes [3] and

in pure math from sublevel sets of functions among other sources. In this dissertation, we’ll study

filtrations of a fixed chain complex X∗.

Definition 3.0.1: The category of sub-complexes of X∗ is the category Sub(X∗) with objects

chain complexes Y∗ such that there is an inclusion of chain complexes Y∗ →֒ X∗. The morphisms

in Sub(X∗) are inclusions of chain complexes Y∗ →֒ Z∗.

Definition 3.0.2: Let P be a finite metric lattice and X∗ a chain complex. A filtration of X∗

indexed by P, or simply a P-filtration of X∗, is a functor F : P → Sub(X∗). That is, for all a ∈ P,

F(a) is a subcomplex of X∗ and for all a 6 b, F(a 6 b) is an inclusion of F(a) into F(b). Further,

we require that F(⊤) = X∗.

Definition 3.0.3: A filtration-preserving morphism is a triple (F, G,α) where F : P → Sub(X∗)

and G : Q → Sub(X∗) are P and Q-filtrations of X∗, respectively, and α : P → Q is a

bounded lattice function satisfying the following axiom: for all a ∈ Q, G(a) = F(a⋆) where

a⋆ := maxα−1[⊥,a]:

P Q

Sub(X∗).

α

F

G

Remark 3.0.4: A more sophisticated but an equivalent definition of a filtration-preserving mor-

phism is the following. A filtration-preserving morphism is a triple (F, G,α) where F : P →

Sub(X∗) and G : Q → Sub(X∗) are P and Q-filtrations of X∗, respectively, and α : P → Q is a
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Figure 3.1: Filtrations F and G of the chain complex X∗ defined in Example 2.3.4 along with a filtration-

preserving morphism α as described in Example 2.1.1.

bounded lattice function such that G is the left Kan extension of F along α, written G = LanαF:

P Sub(X∗)

Q.

F

α
µ

G=LanαF

By construction of the left Kan extension,

LanαF(a) := colimSub(X∗)F|α−1[⊥,a]

for all a ∈ Q [20]. By Proposition 2.1.2, α−1[⊥,a] has a maximal element a⋆ and therefore

LanαF(a) is equal to F(a⋆). For all a 6 b in Q, a⋆ 6 b⋆ inducing the inclusion LanαF(a 6 b).

The natural transformation µ : F ⇒ G ◦ α is gotten as follows. For c ∈ P, let a := α(c). Since

c 6 a⋆ and LanαF(a) is equal to F(a⋆), we get the inclusion µ(c) : F(c) →֒ G ◦ α(c) = G(a).

Example 3.0.5: Let α : P → Q be the bounded lattice function described in Example 2.1.1.

Consider the two filtrations F : P → ∆K and G : Q → ∆K of the 2-simplex K in Figure 3.1. The

triple (F, G,α) is a filtration-preserving morphism α : F → G.

Proposition 3.0.6: If (F, G,α) and (G, H,β) are filtration-preserving morphisms, then (F, H,β◦

α) is a filtration-preserving morphism.

Proof. Suppose F : P → Sub(X∗), G : Q → Sub(X∗), and H : R → Sub(X∗). For all

a ∈ R, H(a) = G(a⋆) where a⋆ := maxβ−1[⊥,a]. Furthermore, G(a⋆) = F(a⋆⋆) where

20



a⋆⋆ := maxα−1[⊥,a⋆]. Since a⋆⋆ = max(β ◦ α)−1[⊥,a], we have that H(a) = F(a⋆⋆). Thus

(F, H,β ◦ α) is a filtration-preserving morphism.

Definition 3.0.7: For a fixed chain complex X∗ let Fil(X∗) be the category whose objects are

P-filtrations of X∗, over all finite metric lattices P, and whose morphisms are filtration-preserving

morphisms. We call Fil(X∗) the category of filtrations of X∗.

3.0.1 Edit Distance Between Filtrations

A path between two filtrations F and H in Fil is a finite sequence

F G1 · · · Gn−1 H
α1 α2 α3 αn

where ↔ denotes a filtration-preserving morphism in either direction. The length of a path is

the sum
∑n
i=1 ||αi|| of the distortions of all the bounded lattice functions. Note that the filtration

Ω : ⋆ → Sub(X∗) is terminal in Fil. This implies that any two filtrations in Fil are connected by a

path.

Definition 3.0.8: The edit distance dFil(F, H) between any two filtrations in Fil is the length of

the shortest path between F and H.

3.1 Totally Ordered Filtrations

In the special case where the finite metric lattice P is totally ordered, the additional structure

allows for additional constructions. Here, P can be embedded in R allowing us to define the

interleaving distance and interpolate between filtrations.

Given a totally-ordered, finite metric lattice P, we embed P into R by setting ⊥P := 0 and the

remaining elements are forced by the metric (i.e. if ⊥P ⋖ a and dP(⊥P,a) = r then a := r). In

this way we view P as a subset of R. We can then extend a filtration F : P → Sub(X∗) to a functor

F̃ : R → Sub(X∗) by defining F̃(x) := maxa∈P
a6x

F(a). This extension turns out to be the right Kan

extension of F along the embedding ι : P →֒ R.
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P Sub(X∗)

R

F

ι
η

F̃=RanιF

While, in general, functors from R → Sub(X∗) can be quite unwieldy, the functors that arise in

this way satisfy a finiteness condition: they only change isomorphism type in finitely many places.

We call these functors constructible.

Definition 3.1.1: A constructible filtration is a functor F̃ : R → Sub(X∗) such that there exists

a finite, totally-ordered metric lattice P and a filtration F : P → Sub(X∗) with F extended to R

equal to F̃.

There is a natural distance between constructible filtrations called the interleaving distance [21].

For any ε > 0, let R×ε {0, 1} be the poset
(

R× {0}
)

∪
(

R× {1}
)

where (p, t) 6 (q, s) if

• t = s and p 6 q, or

• t 6= s and p+ ε 6 q.

Let ι0, ι1 : R →֒ R×ε {0, 1} be the poset maps ι0 : p 7→ (p, 0) and ι1 : p 7→ (p, 1).

Definition 3.1.2: An ε-interleaving between two constructible filtrations F̃ and G̃ is a functorΦ

that makes the following diagram commute up to a natural isomorphism:

R×ε {0, 1}

Φ

��

R
, �

ι0
::

F̃ $$

R
R2

ι1
dd

G̃zz

Sub(X∗).

(3.1)

Two constructible filtrations F̃ and G̃ are ε-interleaved if there is an ε-interleaving between them.

The interleaving distance dI(F̃, G̃) between F̃ and G̃ is the infimum over all ε > 0 such that F̃

and G̃ are ε-interleaved. This infimum is attained since both F̃ and G̃ are constructible. If F̃ and G̃

are not interleaved, then we let dI(F̃, G̃) = ∞.
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Figure 3.2: An illustration of the poset relation on R×ε [0, 1].

Proposition 3.1.3 (Interpolation [22]): Let F̃ and G̃ be two ε-interleaved constructible filtrations.

Then there exists a one-parameter family of constructible filtrations {K̃t}t∈[0,1] such that K̃0
∼= F̃,

K̃1
∼= G̃, and dI(K̃t, K̃s) 6 ε|t− s|.

Proof. Let F̃ and G̃ be ε-interleaved by Φ as in Definition 3.1.2. Define R ×ε [0, 1] as the poset

with the underlying set R × [0, 1] and (p, t) 6 (q, s) whenever p + ε|t − s| 6 q. Note that

R ×ε {0, 1} naturally embeds into R ×ε [0, 1] via ι : (p, t) 7→ (p, t). See Figure 3.2. Finding

{K̃t}t∈[0,1] is equivalent to finding a functor Ψ that makes the following diagram commute up to a

natural isomorphism:

R×ε {0, 1} C

R×ε [0, 1].

Φ

ι Ψ

This functor Ψ is the right Kan extension of Φ along ι for which we now give an explicit con-

struction. For convenience, let S := R ×ε {0, 1} and T := R ×ε [0, 1]. For (p, t) ∈ T , let

S ↑ (p, t) be the subposet of S consisting of all elements (p ′, t ′) ∈ S such that (p, t) 6 (p ′, t ′).

The poset S ↑ (p, t), for any p ∈ R and t /∈ {0, 1}, has two minimal elements: (p + εt, 0) and

(

p+ ε(1 − t), 1
)

. For t ∈ {0, 1}, the poset S ↑ (p, t) has one minimal element, namely (p, t). Let

Ψ
(

(p, t)
)

:= limΦ|S↑(p,t). For (p, t) 6 (q, s), the poset S ↑ (q, s) is a subposet of S ↑ (p, t). This

subposet relation allows us to define the morphism Ψ
(

(p, t) 6 (q, s)
)

as the universal morphism

between the two limits. Note that Ψ
(

(p, 0)
)

is isomorphic to F̃(p) and Ψ
(

(p, 1)
)

is isomorphic to

G̃(p).
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We now argue that each functor K̃t := Ψ(·, t) is constructible. Suppose F is a P-filtration and

G is a Q-filtration. As we increase p while keeping t fixed, the limit K̃t(p) changes only when

one of the two minimal objects of P ↑ (p, t) changes isomorphism type. This occurs when p is in

P − εt := {x− εt | x ∈ P} or Q− ε(1 − t). Therefore K̃t is a constructible filtration.
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Chapter 4

Persistence Diagrams

The main invariant in persistent homology is the persistence diagram. Given a P-filtration

F : P → Sub(X∗), its i-dimensional persistence diagram is a map ∂ZBiF : P̄ → Z that, loosely

speaking, assigns to any interval I = [i1, i2] in P̄ the number of independent i-cycles that were born

at i1 and died at i2. In order to define persistence diagrams, we first need to define an intermediary

invariant: the birth-death function. This function summarizes where cycles were born and die in

a filtration. Both birth-death functions and persistence diagrams naturally lie within categories.

The former lies in the category of monotone G-functions while the latter lies in the category of

G-functions. The categories of filtrations and monotone G-functions are linked by the birth-death

functor, taking a filtration to its birth-death function. Similarly, the Möbius inversion is a functor

from the category of monotone G-functions to the category of G-functions. Taken together, these

functors form a functorial pipeline with input a filtration and output a persistence diagram.

4.1 Monotone G-Functions

We now define the category of monotone G-functions over finite metric lattices Mon(G) and

construct the ith birth-death functor ZBi : Fil(X∗) → Mon(G). Recall that all of our filtrations are

of a fixed chain complex X∗ in an abelian category A with Grothendieck group G.

Definition 4.1.1: Let P and Q be two finite metric lattices and let f : P → G and g : Q → G

be two monotone G-functions. A monotone-preserving morphism from f to g is a triple (f,g, ᾱ)

where ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄ is a bounded lattice function satisfying the following axiom. For all I ∈ Q̄ and

I⋆ := max ᾱ−1[⊥, I], g(I) = f(I⋆):

P̄ Q̄

G.

f

ᾱ

g
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Figure 4.1: Shown are two monotone Z functions f and g on the metric lattices P̄ and Q̄ from Example 2.1.3.

The triple (f,g, ᾱ), where ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄ is from the same example, is a monotone-preserving morphism from

f to g.

Here we require that ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄ be induced by some α : P → Q.

Note that if (f,g, ᾱ) is a monotone-preserving morphism, then f[⊤,⊤] = g[⊤,⊤].

Remark 4.1.2: A more sophisticated but an equivalent definition of a monotone-preserving mor-

phism is the following. A monotone-preserving morphism is a triple (f,g, ᾱ) where f : P̄ → G

and g : Q̄→ G are monotone functions and ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄ is a bounded lattice function such that g is

the left Kan extension of f along α, written g = Lanαf:

P̄ G

Q̄.

f

ᾱ
µ

g=Lanᾱf

Example 4.1.3: See Figure 4.1 for an example of monotone integral functions f and g on the

lattices P̄ and Q̄, respectively, from Example 2.1.3. The triple (f,g, ᾱ), where ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄ is from

the same example, is a monotone-preserving morphism.

Proposition 4.1.4: If (f,g, ᾱ) and (g,h, β̄) are monotone-preserving morphisms, then (f,h, β̄ ◦

ᾱ) is a monotone-preserving morphism.
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Proof. Suppose f : P̄ → G, g : Q̄ → G, and h : R̄ → G. For all I ∈ R̄, h(I) = g(I⋆)

where I⋆ := max β̄−1[⊥, I]. Furthermore, g(I⋆) = f(I⋆⋆) where I⋆⋆ := max ᾱ−1[⊥, I⋆]. Since

I⋆⋆ = max(β̄ ◦ ᾱ)−1[⊥, I], we have that h(I) = f(I⋆⋆). Thus the composition (f,h, β̄ ◦ ᾱ) is a

monotone-preserving morphism.

Definition 4.1.5: Let Mon(G) be the category consisting of monotone G-functions f : P̄ →

G, over all finite metric lattices P, and monotone-preserving morphisms. We call Mon(G) the

category of monotone functions.

4.1.1 Birth-Death Functor

We now construct the birth-death functors. Given a filtration F : P → Sub(X∗) its i-th birth-

death function captures information about where i-dimensional cycles are born and die in F.

Definition 4.1.6: Let F : P → Sub(X∗) be an object of Fil(X∗). For every interval [a,b] ∈ P̄,

where b 6= ⊤, let

ZBiF[a,b] :=
[

ZiF(a) ∩ BiF(b)
]

where the intersection is taken inside ZiF(⊤). For all other intervals [a,⊤], let

ZBiF[a,⊤] :=
[

ZiF(a)
]

.

The i-th birth-death function of F is the function fi : P̄ → G that assigns to every interval [a,b]

the value ZBiF[a,b].

The reason we force ZBiF[a,⊤] to
[

ZiF(a)
]

instead of
[

ZiF(a)∩BiF(⊤)
]

is because we want

all cycles to be dead by ⊤. Otherwise, the persistence diagram for F (see Definition ??) would not

see cycles that are born and never die.

Proposition 4.1.7: Let F : P → Sub(X∗) be an object in Fil(X∗) and fi : P̄ → G its i-th

birth-death function. Then fi is monotone.
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Proof. For any two intervals I � J in P̄, we must show that fi(I) 6 fi(J). Suppose I = [a,b]

and J = [c,d] and d 6= ⊤. Then ZiF(a) ⊆ ZiF(c) and BiF(b) ⊆ BiF(d). Thus ZiF(a) ∩

BiF(b) is a subspace of ZiF(c)∩ BiF(d), and therefore ZBiF[a,b] 6 ZBiF[c,d]. For J = [c,⊤],

ZBiF[a,b] ⊆ ZiF(c), and therefore ZBiF[a,b] 6 ZBiF[c,⊤].

Proposition 4.1.8: Let (F, G,α) be a morphism in Fil(X∗) and fi and gi the i-th birth-death

functions of F and G, respecively. Then (fi,gi, ᾱ) is a morphism in Mon(G).

Proof. Suppose F : P → Sub(X∗) and G : Q → Sub(X∗). By definition of morphism in

Fil(X∗), G(a) ∼= F(a⋆), for all a ∈ Q, where a⋆ = max ᾱ−1[⊥,a]. For all intervals I ∈ Q̄,

let I⋆ := max ᾱ−1[⊥, I]. If I = [a,b], then I⋆ = [a⋆,b⋆] where b⋆ = max ᾱ−1[⊥,b]. The

definition of a filtration-preserving morphism implies the following canonical isomorphisms of

chain complexes:

G(b) ∼= F(b⋆) G(⊤) ∼= F(⊤) G(a) ∼= F(a⋆),

which, in turn, implies canonical isomorphisms ZiG(a) ∼= ZiF(a
⋆) and BiG(b) ∼= BiF(b

⋆). We

have ZBiG(I) = ZBiF(I
⋆) and therefore gi(I) = fi(I

⋆).

By Propositions 4.1.4, 4.1.7 and 4.1.8, the assignment to each object in Fil(X∗) its birth-death

monotone function is functorial.

Definition 4.1.9: Let ZBi : Fil(X∗) → Mon(G) be the functor that assigns to every filtration

its i-th birth-death function and to every filtration-preserving morphism the induced monotone-

preserving morphism. We call ZBi the i-th birth-death functor.

Example 4.1.10: The functor ZB1 applied to the filtration-preserving morphism (F, G,α) in

Example 2.1.3 is the monotone-preserving morphism (f,g, ᾱ) in Example 4.1.3.

28



4.2 G-Functions

We now define the category of G-functions over finite metric lattices Fnc(G) and construct the

Möbius inversion functor MI : Mon(G) → Fnc(G).

Definition 4.2.1: Let P and Q be finite metric lattices and let σ : P̄ → G and τ : Q̄ → G be two

functions not necessarily monotone. A charge-preserving morphism is a triple (σ, τ, ᾱ) where

σ : P̄ → G and τ : Q̄ → G are functions and ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄ is a bounded lattice function satisfying

the following axiom. For all I ∈ Q̄ with I 6= [q,q],

τ(I) =
∑

J∈ᾱ−1(I)

σ(J). (4.1)

If ᾱ−1(I) is empty, then we interpret the sum as 0. Here we require that ᾱ be induced by some

α : P → Q.

Remark 4.2.2: Our definition of a charge-preserving morphism is related to the definition of a

morphism between signed measures. Let (X,ΣX) and (Y,ΣY) be measurable spaces,φ : (X,ΣX) →

(Y,ΣY) a measurable map, and µ : ΣX → R a signed measure. Then the pushforward of µ along f

is the signed measure φ#µ : ΣY → R defined as φ#µ(U) := µ
(

φ−1(U)
)

. In the category of signed

measures, a morphism from (X,ΣX,µ) to (Y,ΣY ,ν) is a measurable map µ : ΣX → ΣY such that

φ#µ = ν [23].

Example 4.2.3: See Figure 4.2 for integral functions σ and τ on the lattices of intervals P̄ and

Q̄, respectively, from Example 2.1.3. The triple (σ, τ, ᾱ), where ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄ is from the same

example, is a charge-preserving morphism.

Proposition 4.2.4: If (σ, τ, ᾱ) and (τ,υ, β̄) are charge-preserving morphisms, then (σ,υ, β̄ ◦ ᾱ)

is a charge-preserving morphism.
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Figure 4.2: Shown are two Z functions σ and τ on P̄ and Q̄, respectively, from Example 2.1.3. The bounded

lattice function ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄ from the same figure is a charge-preserving morphism from σ to τ.

Proof. Suppose σ : P̄ → G, τ : Q̄→ G, and υ : R̄→ G. For all I ∈ R̄,

υ(I) =
∑

J∈β̄−1(I)

τ(J) =
∑

J∈β̄−1(I)

∑

K∈β̄−1(J)

σ(K) =
∑

K∈(β̄◦ᾱ)−1(I)

σ(K).

Definition 4.2.5: Let Fnc(G) be the category of whose objects are functions σ : P̄ → G, over

all finite metric lattices P, and charge-preserving morphisms. We call Fnc(G) the category of

G-functions.

4.2.1 Möbius Inversion Functor

Given any monotone function f : P̄ → G of Mon(G), there is a unique function σ : P̄ → G such

that

f(J) =
∑

I∈P̄:I�J

σ(I) (4.2)

for all J ∈ P̄ [24, 25]. The function σ is the called the Möbius inversion of f.

Proposition 4.2.6: Let (f,g, ᾱ) be a morphism in Mon(G), and let σ and τ be the Möbius inver-

sions of f and g, respectively. Then (σ, τ, ᾱ) is a morphism in Fnc(G).
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Proof. Suppose f : P̄ → G and g : Q̄→ G. We show that

τ(J) =
∑

K∈ᾱ−1(J)

σ(K)

for all J ∈ Q̄, and thus (σ, τ, ᾱ) is a charge-preserving morphism. The proof is by induction on

the finite metric lattice Q̄. By Proposition 2.1.2, the pre-image ᾱ−1[⊥, J] has a unique maximal

element J⋆, and f(J⋆) = g(J) by definition of a morphism in Mon(G).

For the base case, suppose J = ⊥. Then by Equation (4.2), g(J) = τ(J). By definition of a

morphism in Mon(G), g(J) = f(J⋆). By Equation (4.2),

f(J⋆) =
∑

K�J∗

σ(K) =
∑

K∈ᾱ−1(J)

σ(K)

thus proving the base case.

For the inductive step, suppose τ(I) =
∑
K∈ᾱ−1(I) σ(K), for all I ≺ J. Then

τ(J) =
∑

I∈Q̄:I�J

τ(I) −
∑

I∈Q̄:I≺J

τ(I)

= g(J) −
∑

I∈Q̄:I≺J

τ(I) by Equation (4.2)

= g(J) −
∑

I∈Q̄:I≺J

∑

K∈ᾱ−1(I)

σ(K) by Inductive Hypothesis

= f(J⋆) −
∑

K∈P̄:ᾱ(K)≺J

σ(K)

=
∑

K∈P̄:K�J⋆

σ(K) −
∑

K∈P̄:ᾱ(K)≺J

σ(K) by Equation (4.2)

=
∑

K∈P̄:ᾱ(K)�J

σ(K) −
∑

K∈P̄:ᾱ(K)≺J

σ(K)

=
∑

K∈P̄:ᾱ(K)=J

σ(K) =
∑

K∈ᾱ−1(J)

σ(K).
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Figure 4.3: Above is a filtration of the 1-simplex, its zeroth birth-death function, and its zeroth persistence

diagram.

By Propositions 4.2.4 and 4.2.6, the assignment to every object in Mon(G) its Möbius inversion

is functorial.

Definition 4.2.7: Let MI : Mon(G) → Fnc(G) be the functor that assigns to every monotone

function its Möbius inversion and to every monotone-preserving morphism the induced charge-

preserving morphism. We call MI the Möbius inversion functor.

Definition 4.2.8: The ith persistence diagram of a filtration F : P → Sub(X∗) is the Möbius

inversion of its ith birth-death function MI(ZBiF).

Example 4.2.9: The functor MI applied to the monotone-preserving morphism (f,g, ᾱ) in Ex-

ample 4.1.3 is the charge-preserving morphism (σ, τ, ᾱ) in Example 4.2.3.

Example 4.2.10: Consider the example of a filtration F : P → ∆K in Figure 4.3 where P

is the lattice from Example 2.1.1 and K is the 1-simplex. Recall P̄ in Example 2.1.3. Drawn

are its zeroth birth-death function f := ZB0 ◦ F : P̄ → Z and its zeroth persistence diagram

σ := MI ◦ ZB0 : P̄ → Z. The integer σ[a,d] = 1 represents the 0-cycle that is born at a, and the

integer σ[b,d] = 1 represents the 0-cycle that is born at b. The integer σ[c, c] = 1 represents the

0-cycle that is born at c and dies immediately. The integer σ[d,d] = −1 represents the 0-cycle

that was born twice but contributes to just one dimension of the total cycle space.
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4.2.2 Edit Distance Between G Functions

A path between two G-functions σ and τ in Fnc(G) is a finite sequence

σ θ1 · · · θn−1 τ
ᾱ1 ᾱ2 ᾱn−1 ᾱn

where ↔ denotes a charge-preserving morphism in either direction. The length of path is the

sum
∑n
i=1 ||ᾱi|| of the distortions of all the bounded lattice functions. Note that any G function

ω : ⋆̄ → Z is terminal in Fnc(G); see Definition 4.2.1. This means that any two G-functions in

Fnc(G) are connected by a path.

Definition 4.2.11: Define the distance dFnc(G)(σ, τ) between any two G-functions in Fnc(G) as

the length of the shortest path between σ and τ.

4.3 Persistence Diagrams of Totally Ordered Filtrations

In the case where P is a finite, totally ordered metric lattice embedded in R as in Section 3.1,

we can extend a monotone function f : P̄ → G to a function f̃ : R̄ → G by defining

f̃(I) := max
J∈P̄ : J�I

f(J).

This allows us to extend birth-death functions from functions defined on P̄ to functions defined on

R̄. Functions obtained in this way are called constructible.

Definition 4.3.1: A monotone function f̃ : R̄ → G is P-constructible if there is a monotone

function f : P̄ → G with f extended to R̄ equal to f̃. We say that f̃ is constructible if there exists a

finite, totally ordered metric lattice P such that f̃ is P-constructible.
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Proposition 4.3.2: If f̃ : R̄ → G is a P = {p0 < · · · < pn}-constructible monotone function then

the function σ̃ : R̄ → G defined by

σ̃(a,b) :=






f̃(pi,pj) − f̃(pi−1,pj) − f̃(pi,pj−1) + f̃(pi−1,pj−1) if [a,b] = [pi,pj] ∈ P̄

[0] otherwise

satisfies the Möbius inversion formula. We interpret terms in this formula with indices out of

bounds as 0
(

i.e. σ(p0,p1) would be f̃(p0,p1) − f̃(p0,p0)
)

.

Proof. We need to show that for any J ∈ R̄,

f̃(J) =
∑

I∈R̄ : I�J

σ̃(I).

We can assume without loss of generality that J ∈ P̄ since otherwise we have that for K =

maxI∈P̄ : I�J I, f̃(J) = f̃(K) and

∑

I∈R̄ : I�J

σ̃(I) =
∑

I∈R̄ : I�K

σ̃(I).

Let J = [pi,pj] ∈ P̄. Then

∑

I∈R̄ : I�J

σ̃(I) =
∑

I∈P̄ : I�J

σ̃(I)

=
∑

t∈{0,1,...,i},s∈{0,1,...,j}

f̃(pt,ps) − f̃(pt−1,ps) − f̃(pt,ps−1) + f̃(pt−1,ps−1)

= f̃(pi,pj).

Remark 4.3.3: Given a filtration F : P → Sub(X∗) over a totally ordered lattice P, its persis-

tence diagram as defined in Definition 4.2.8 is a function σ : P̄ → G. On the other hand, embedding
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P into R and computing the persistence diagram of F̃ yields a function from R̄ to G. By Proposition

4.3.2, the support of the latter function lies inside P̄ and the two functions agree when restricted to

P̄. For this reason, we do not distinguish between the two functions.

With the total ordering of P we are able to prove that persistence diagrams are positive. This

is not necessarily the case if P is not totally ordered; see Example 4.3. This proposition plays an

important role in the proof of bottleneck stability.

Proposition 4.3.4 (Positivity): Let F̃ : R → Sub(X∗) be a P-constructible filtration with ith

persistence diagram σ. Then for any I ∈ R̄ we have that σ(I) > [0].

Proof. If I /∈ P̄ then σ(I) = [0] so assume that I = [pt,ps] ∈ P̄. Then

σ(I) = ZBi(pt,ps) − ZBi(pt−1,ps) − ZBi(pt,ps−1) + ZBi(pt−1,ps−1)

=
[

Zi(pt) ∩ Bi(ps)
]

−
[

Zi(pt−1) ∩ Bi(ps)
]

−
[

Zi(pt) ∩ Bi(ps−1)
]

+
[

Zi(pt−1) ∩ Bi(ps−1)
]

Observe that
(

Zi(pt−1) ∩ Bi(ps)
)

∩
(

Zi(pt) ∩ Bi(ps−1)
)

= Zi(pt−1) ∩ Bi(ps−1) so by

Equation 2.1

[

Zi(pt−1) ∩ Bi(ps)
]

+
[

Zi(pt) ∩ Bi(ps−1)
]

−
[

Zi(pt−1) ∩ Bi(ps−1)
]

=
[(

Zi(pt−1) ∩ Bi(ps)
)

∪
(

Zi(pt) ∩ Bi(ps−1)
)]

and so σ(I) =
[

Zi(pt) ∩ Bi(ps)
]

−
[(

Zi(pt−1) ∩ Bi(ps)
)

∪
(

Zi(pt) ∩ Bi(ps−1)
)]

. Since

Zi(pt−1) ∩ Bi(ps) →֒ Zi(pt) ∩ Bi(ps)

Zi(pt) ∩ Bi(ps−1) →֒ Zi(pt) ∩ Bi(ps)
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then their union is also a subobject

(

Zi(pt−1) ∩ Bi(ps)
)

∪
(

Zi(pt) ∩ Bi(ps−1)
)

→֒ Zi(pt) ∩ Bi(ps).

Therefore σ(I) > [0].
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Chapter 5

Stability

In this section we prove our main results: bottleneck stability, edit distance stability, and a proof

that the bottleneck distance and edit distance are strongly equivalent in the setting of totally ordered

filtrations. Bottleneck stability is a crucial result for applications, implying that persistence dia-

grams are stable to noise. The bottleneck distance only makes sense for persistence diagrams over

totally ordered lattices. For this reason, we introduced the edit distance and prove that persistence

diagrams are stable with respect to the edit distance. Finally, we show that the edit distance and

bottleneck distance are strongly equivalent for persistence diagrams over totally ordered lattices.

This result justifies the edit distance as an extension of the bottleneck distance.

5.1 Edit Distance Stability

The stability of persistence diagrams with respect to the edit distances follows from the func-

toriality of the pipeline taking a filtration to its persistence diagram.

Theorem 5.1.1: Let F : P → Sub(X∗) and G : Q → Sub(X∗) be filtrations with i-th birth-

death functions f and g respectively and i-th persistence diagrams σ and τ. Then dFnc(G)(σ, τ) 6

dFil(F, G).

Proof. Let

F H1 · · · Hn−1 G
α1 α2 αn−1 αn

be a path of length ε between F and G. Let υk be the i-th persistence diagram of Hk. Since ZBi

and MI are functors,

σ υ1 · · · υn−1 τ
ᾱ1 ᾱ2 ᾱn−1 ᾱn
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is a path between σ and τ. By Proposition 2.1.5, this path has length at most ε, proving the

claim.

5.2 Bottleneck Stability

Here we return to the setting of Subsection 3.1 with a totally ordered filtration F : P →

Sub(X∗) and an embedding of P into R.

Definition 5.2.1: For any interval [a,b] ∈ R̄, let
∣

∣

∣

∣[a,b]
∣

∣

∣

∣

∞
:= max

{
|a|, |b|

}
. Addition and

scalar multiplication of intervals are defined componentwise by [a,b]+ [c,d] = [a+ c,b+d] and

x[a,b] = [xa, xb] for any x ∈ R.

We now introduce the bottleneck distance between persistence diagrams.

Definition 5.2.2: A matching between two non-negative G-functions σ : P̄ → G and τ : Q̄→ G

is a non-negative map γ : P̄ × Q̄→ G satisfying

σ(I) =
∑

J∈Q̄

γ(I, J) for all I 6= [p,p] ∈ P̄

τ(J) =
∑

I∈P̄

γ(I, J) for all J 6= [q,q] ∈ Q̄.

The norm of a matching γ is

||γ|| := max{
I∈P̄,J∈Q̄

∣

∣γ(I,J)>0

} ||I− J||∞.

The bottleneck distance between σ and τ is

dB(σ, τ) := min
γ

||γ||

over all matchings γ between σ and τ.
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Figure 5.1: The shaded area is the box �εI where I is the circle. Note that �εI is closed on the top and

right, and it is open on the bottom and left.

Definition 5.2.3: For an interval I = [a,b] in R̄ and a value ε > 0, let

�εI :=
{
[x,y] ∈ R̄

∣

∣a− ε < x 6 a+ ε and b− ε < y 6 b+ ε
}

be the subposet of R̄ consisting of intervals ε-close to I. If I is too close to the diagonal, that is if

b− ε 6 a+ ε, then we let �εI be empty. We call �εI the ε-box around I. See Figure 5.1.

Lemma 5.2.4: Let f̃ : R̄ → G be a constructible, monotone function, σ : R̄ → G its Möbius

inversion, I = [a,b] ∈ R̄, and ε > 0. If �εI is nonempty, then

∑

J∈�εI

σ(J) = f̃(a+ ε,b+ ε) − f̃(a+ ε,b− ε) − f̃(a− ε,b+ ε) + f̃(a− ε,b− ε).
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Proof. The equality follow easily from the Möbius inversion formula; see Equation 4.2. We have

that

∑

J∈�εI

σ(J) =
∑

J∈R̄:
J�[a+ε,b+ε)

σ(J) −
∑

J∈R̄:
J�[a+ε,b−ε]

σ(J) −
∑

J∈R̄:
J�[a−ε,b+ε]

σ(J) +
∑

J∈R̄:
J�[a−ε,b−ε]

σ(J)

= f̃(a+ ε,b+ ε) − f̃(a+ ε,b− ε) − f̃(a− ε,b+ ε) + f̃(a− ε,b− ε).

Lemma 5.2.5 (Box Lemma): Let F̃ and G̃ be two ε-interleaved constructible filtrations with i-

dimensional birth-death functions f̃ and g̃ and persistence diagrams σ and τ respectively. For any

I ∈ R̄, and µ > 0
∑

J∈�µI

σ(J) 6
∑

J∈�µ+εI

τ(J)

whenever �µ+εI is nonempty.

Proof. Suppose F̃ and G̃ are ε-interleaved by Φ in Diagram 3.1. Define ϕr : F̃(r) → G̃(r+ ε) as

Φ
(

(r, 0) 6 (r+ ε, 1)
)

and define ψr : G̃(r) → F̃(r+ ε) as Φ
(

(r, 1) 6 (r+ ε, 0)
)

.

Suppose I = [a,b]. By Lemma 5.2.4,

∑

J∈�µI

σ(J) = f̃(a+ µ,b+ µ) − f̃(a+ µ,b− µ)

− f̃(a− µ,b+ µ) + f̃(a− µ,b− µ)

∑

J∈�µ+εI

τ(J) = g̃(a+ µ+ ε,b+ µ+ ε) − g̃(a+ µ+ ε,b− µ− ε)

− g̃(a− µ− ε,b+ µ+ ε) + g̃(a− µ− ε,b− µ− ε)

Consider the following commutative diagram where the horizontal and vertical arrows are the

appropriate morphisms from F̃ and G̃:
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G̃(a− µ− ε) G̃(a+ µ+ ε)

F̃(a− µ) F̃(a+ µ)

F̃(b+ µ) F̃(b− µ)

G̃(b+ µ+ ε) G̃(b− µ− ε).

ψa−µ−ε ϕa+µ

ϕb+µ ψb−µ−ε

Let

T := {a−µ− ε < a−µ < a+µ < a+µ+ ε < b−µ− ε < b−µ < b+µ < b+µ+ ε} ⊆ R.

Let H : T → Sub(X∗) be the T -filtration determined by the following diagram:

H(a− µ− ε) = G(a− µ− ε) H(a− µ) = F(a− µ)

H(a+ µ) = F(a+ µ) H(b− µ) = F(b− µ)

H(b− µ− ε) = G(b− µ− ε) H(a+ µ+ ε) = G(a+ µ+ ε)

H(b+ µ) = F(b+ µ) H(b+ µ+ ε) = G(b+ µ+ ε).

Here the value of H is given on each value in T and morphisms between adjacent objects are the

dashed arrows in the above commutative diagram. Let h̃ be the i-dimensional birth-death function

of H̃ and υ its persistence diagram. We have the following equalities:
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h̃(a+ µ,b+ µ) = f̃(a+ µ,b+ µ)

h̃(a+ µ,b− µ) = f̃(a+ µ,b− µ)

h̃(a− µ,b+ µ) = f̃(a− µ,b+ µ)

h̃(a− µ,b− µ) = f̃(a− µ,b− µ)

h̃(a+ µ+ ε,b+ µ+ ε) = g̃(a+ µ+ ε,b+ µ+ ε)

h̃(a+ µ+ ε,b− µ− ε) = g̃(a+ µ+ ε,b− µ− ε)

h̃(a− µ− ε,b+ µ+ ε) = g̃(a− µ− ε,b+ µ+ ε)

h̃(a− µ− ε,b− µ− ε) = g̃(a− µ− ε,b− µ− ε).

By Lemma 5.2.4 along with the above substitutions, we have

∑

J∈�µI

υ(J) =
∑

J∈�µI

σ(J)

∑

J∈�µ+εI

υ(J) =
∑

J∈�µ+εI

τ(J).

By the inclusion �µI ⊆ �µ+εI along with Proposition 4.3.4, we have

∑

J∈�µI

υ(J) 6
∑

J∈�µ+εI

υ(J).

This proves the statement.

Definition 5.2.6: The injectivity radius of a finite, totally ordered metric lattice P is

ρ := min
a,b∈P:a 6=b

dP(a,b)

2
.
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Note that if F : P → Sub(X∗) is a P-filtration with persistence diagram σ, then for any I ∈ P̄

σ(I) =
∑

J∈�ρI

σ(J).

Also for any [a,b] ∈ R̄ if σ(a,b) 6= 0, then |a− b| > 2ρ.

Lemma 5.2.7 (Easy Bijection): Let F̃ be a P-constructible filtration with persistence diagram σ

and ρ > 0 the injectivity radius of P. If G̃ is a Q-constructible filtration with persistence diagram

τ such that dI(F̃, G̃) < ρ/2, then dB(σ, τ) 6 dI(F̃, G̃).

Proof. Let ε = dI(F̃, G̃). Choose a sufficiently small µ > 0 such that 2µ+ 2ε < ρ. We construct

a matching γµ : P̄ × Q̄→ G such that

σ(I) =
∑

J∈Q̄

γµ(I, J) for all I 6= [p,p] ∈ P̄ (5.1)

τ(J) =
∑

I∈P̄

γµ(I, J) for all J 6= [q,q] ∈ Q̄. (5.2)

Fix an I 6= [p,p] ∈ P̄. By Lemma 5.2.5,

σ(I) =
∑

J∈�µI

σ(J) 6
∑

J∈�µ+εI

τ(J) 6
∑

J∈�µ+2εI

σ(J) = σ(I).

Let γµ(I, J) := τ(J) for all J ∈ �µ+εI. Repeat for all I ∈ P̄. Equation 5.1 is satisfied.

We now check that γµ satisfies Equation 5.2. Fix an interval J = [a,b] ∈ Q̄ with τ(J) 6= 0. If

b−a
2
> µ+ ε, then by Lemma 5.2.5

τ(J) 6
∑

I∈�µJ

τ(I) 6
∑

I∈�µ+εJ

σ(I).

This means γµ(I, J) = τ(J) for some I ∈ �µ+εJ. If b−a
2

6 µ + ε, then it must be that

γµ(I, J) = 0 for all I 6= [p,p] ∈ P̄ for the following reason. Suppose I = [c,d], where c 6= d, and

γµ
(

[c,d], [a,b]
)

6= 0. Then max{|a− c|, |b− d|} 6 µ+ ε and therefore |a− c| 6 3µ+ 3ε which
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is less than twice the injectivity radius ρ. This means J is unmatched and we may match it to the

diagonal. That is, we let γµ
([

b−a
2

, b−a
2

]

, J
)

:= τ(J).

By construction, ||γµ|| 6 µ + ε for all µ > 0 sufficiently small. Therefore dB(σ, τ) 6 ε =

dI(F̃, G̃).

Theorem 5.2.8 (Bottleneck Stability): Let F : P → Sub(X∗) and G : Q → Sub(X∗) be

two filtrations over finite, totally ordered lattices P and Q with i-th persistence diagrams σ and τ

respectively. Then dB(σ, τ) 6 dI(F̃, G̃).

Proof. Let ε = dI(F̃, G̃). By Proposition 3.1.3, there is a one parameter family of constructible

filtrations {K̃t}t∈[0,1] such that dI(K̃t, K̃s) 6 ε|t − s|, K̃0
∼= F̃, and K̃1

∼= G̃. Let υt be the i-

dimensional persistence diagram of K̃t for each t ∈ [0, 1]. Each K̃t is constructible with respect

to some totally ordered metric lattice Pt, and each Pt has an injectivity radius ρt > 0. For each

t ∈ [0, 1], consider the open interval

U(t) = (t− ρt/4ε, t+ ρt/4ε) ∩ [0, 1]

By compactness of [0, 1], there is a finite set Q = {0 = t0 < t1 < · · · < tn = 1} such that

∪ni=0U(ti) = [0, 1]. We assume that Q is minimal, that is, there does not exists a pair ti, tj ∈ Q

such that U(ti) ⊆ U(tj). If this is not the case, simply throw away U(ti) and we still have

a covering of [0, 1]. As a consequence, for any consecutive pair ti < ti+1, we have U(ti) ∩

U(ti+1) 6= ∅. This means

ti+1 − ti 6
1

4ε
(ρti+1

+ ρti) 6
1

2ε
max{ρti+1

, ρti}

and therefore dI(K̃ti , K̃ti+1
) 6 1

2
max{ρti , ρti+1

}. By Lemma 5.2.7,

dB
(

υti ,υti+1

)

6 dI
(

K̃ti , K̃ti+1
),
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for all 0 6 i 6 n− 1. Therefore

dB(σ, τ) 6

n−1∑

i=0

dB
(

υti ,υti+1

)

6

n−1∑

i=0

dI
(

K̃ti , K̃ti+1
) 6 ε.

5.3 Equivalence of Bottleneck and Edit Distances

We prove that the bottleneck distance defined between persistence diagrams over totally or-

dered lattices is strongly equivalent to the edit distance.

Theorem 5.3.1: Let P andQ be finite, totally ordered metric lattices embedded in R with ⊥P =

⊥Q = 0 and σ : P̄ → G and τ : Q̄ → G two G-functions. Then dB(σ, τ) 6 dFnc(G)(σ, τ) 6

2dB(σ, τ).

Proposition 5.3.2: Let σ : P̄ → G and τ : Q̄ → G be non-negative G-functions and γ be an

ε-matching between σ and τ. Then γ induces a 1-parameter family of G-functions {υt}t∈[0,1] with

υ0 = σ and υ1 = τ.

Proof. Let S̄t :=
{
(1 − t)I+ tJ

∣

∣ I ∈ P̄, J ∈ Q̄, and γ(I, J) > 0
}

. Define υt : S̄t → G to be

υt(K) :=
∑

I∈P̄,J∈Q̄
(1−t)I+tJ=K

γ(I, J).

At t = 0 this reduces to

υ0(K) =
∑

I∈P̄,J∈Q̄
I=K

γ(I, J) =
∑

J∈Q̄

γ(K, J) = σ(K),

for all K ∈ S̄0, and similarly υ1(I) = τ(I).

As t varies from 0 to 1, there are only finitely many places where the combinatorial structure of

υt changes. We call these places critical points; see the following definition. These combinatorial
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changes occur where endpoints of intervals in S̄t cross or, equivalently, where the cardinality of

the set of endpoints changes.

Definition 5.3.3: Let St = {w ∈ R | [w, x] or [x,w] ∈ S̄t} be the set of endpoints of intervals in

S̄t. A point t ∈ [0, 1] is critical if for all sufficiently small δ > 0, there exists s ∈ (t − δ, t + δ)

with |St| 6= |Ss|.

Lemma 5.3.4: If t ∈ [0, 1] is not a critical point, then for any K ∈ S̄t there is a unique pair of

intervals I ∈ P̄ and J ∈ Q̄ with γ(I, J) > 0 and (1 − t)I+ tJ = K.

Proof. Suppose t ∈ [0, 1] is not critical and there exists I, I ′ ∈ P̄ and J, J ′ ∈ Q̄ with γ(I, J) >

0, γ(I ′, J ′) > 0 and (1 − t)I + tJ = (1 − t)I ′ + tJ ′. Then for any t ′ sufficiently close to t,

(1 − t ′)I + t ′J = (1 − t ′)I ′ + t ′J ′. Since the interpolation is linear and two lines that intersect in

more than one point must be the same line, it follows that I = I ′ and J = J ′.

Lemma 5.3.5: If α : P → Q is a metric lattice map and ᾱ : P̄ → Q̄ is its induced map on

intervals then

max
I∈P̄

||I− ᾱ(I)||∞ 6 ||ᾱ|| 6 2 max
I∈P̄

||I− ᾱ(I)||∞.

Proof. First note that by Proposition 2.1.5, ||α|| = ||ᾱ|| and since ᾱ is induced by α, maxI∈P̄ ||I −

ᾱ(I)||∞ = maxa∈P |a− α(a)| so the inequality reduces to

max
a∈P

|a− α(a)| 6 max
a,b∈P

∣

∣|a− b|− |α(a) − α(b)|
∣

∣ 6 2 max
a∈P

|a− α(a)|.

Note that since ⊥P = ⊥Q = 0, each element of P and Q are non-negative. Assume, without loss

of generality, that a > b. Then the middle quantity above reduces to

max
a>b∈P

∣

∣a− b−
(

α(a) − α(b)
)∣

∣ = max
a>b∈P

∣

∣a− α(a) −
(

b− α(b)
)∣

∣

Letting b = 0 yields the first inequality and the triangle inequality yields the second.
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Lemma 5.3.6: If t ∈ [0, 1] is not a critical point and s ∈ [0, 1] is any point with no critical points

strictly between t and s, then there is a charge-preserving morphism (υt,υs, ᾱt,s) with distortion

at most 2ε|s− t|.

Proof. We start by defining a map αt,s : St → Ss. For any b ∈ St note that since t is not critical,

there are unique intervals I ∈ P̄ and J ∈ Q̄ with γ(I, J) > 0 and either (1 − t)I + tJ = [a,b]

or [b, c]. If (1 − t)I + tJ = [a,b] then define αt,s(b) to be the right endpoint of the interval

(1 − s)I + sJ. Similarly, if b is a left endpoint, then we define αt,s(b) to be the left endpoint of

(1 − s)I + sJ. This map is order preserving since as t varies, endpoints of intervals only cross at

critical points and there are no critical points strictly between t and s.

To prove that ᾱt,s is charge-preserving, observe that

∑

K∈ᾱ−1
t,s(L)

υt(K) =
∑

I∈P̄,J∈Q̄
(1−s)I+sJ=L

υt((1 − t)I+ tJ)

=
∑

I∈P̄,J∈Q̄
(1−s)I+sJ=L

(

∑

I ′∈P̄,J ′∈Q̄
(1−t)I ′+tJ ′=(1−t)I+tJ

γ(I ′, J ′)

)

=
∑

I∈P̄,J∈Q̄
(1−s)I+sJ=L

γ(I, J) = υs(L)

where the third equality follows from Lemma 5.3.4 and the assumption that t is not critical. The

distortion of ᾱt,s is

||ᾱt,s|| 6 2 max
K∈S̄t

||K− ᾱt,s(K)||∞

= 2 max
I∈P̄,J∈Q̄
γ(I,J)>0

||(1 − t)I+ tJ− (1 − s)I− sJ||∞

= 2|s− t| max
I∈P̄,J∈Q̄
γ(I,J)>0

||I− J||∞ 6 2ε|s− t|.
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Lemma 5.3.7: For any non-negative G-functions σ : P̄ → Z and τ : Q̄ → Z over finite sublat-

tices P,Q ⊆ R, dFnc(G)(σ, τ) 6 2dB(σ, τ).

Proof. We show that dFnc(G)(σ, τ) 6 2dB(σ, τ) by showing that an ε-matching between σ and τ

induces a path between σ and τ of length at most 2ε. For any ε-matching γ between σ and τ, let

{υt}t∈[0,1] be the interpolation induced by γ from Proposition 5.3.2. Let {s0 = 0 < s1 · · · < sn =

1} ⊆ [0, 1] be the set of critical points of the interpolation and choose {t0 < · · · < tn−1} ⊆ [0, 1]

with 0 < t0 < s1 < t1 · · · < tn−1 < 1. Then the charge-preserving morphisms αti,si±1
from

Lemma 5.3.6 form a path between σ and τ with length at most
∑n−1

i=0 2ε|si − ti| = 2ε.

Lemma 5.3.8: For any non-negative G-functions σ : P̄ → Z and τ : Q̄ → Z over finite sublat-

tices P,Q ⊆ R, dFnc(G)(σ, τ) > dB(σ, τ).

Proof. To show that dB(σ, τ) 6 dFnc(G)(σ, τ), we show that a charge-preserving morphism in-

duces a matching. Let (σ, τ,α) be a charge-preserving morphism with distortion ε. Define a

matching γ between σ and τ by

γ(I, J) :=






σ(I) if α(I) = J

0 otherwise

.

Then we have that for any J ∈ Q̄

∑

I∈P̄

γ(I, J) =
∑

I∈α−1(J)

σ(I) = τ(J)

and for any I ∈ P̄
∑

J∈Q̄

γ(I, J) = α(I).

Therefore γ is a matching. The norm of γ is

||γ|| = max
I∈P̄,J∈Q̄ :γ(I,J)>0

||I− J||∞ = max
I∈P̄

||I− α(I)||∞ 6 ||α||.
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Theorem 5.3.1 follows immediately from Lemma 5.3.7 and Lemma 5.3.8. The following two

examples show that the bounds in Theorem 5.3.1 are tight.

Example 5.3.9: Let P = {0 < 1 < 2 < 3} be a totally ordered metric lattice where the distance

between two elements is the absolute value of their difference. Let σ,υ : P̄ → Z be two integral

functions defined as

σ[a,b] :=






1 if [a,b] = [0, 1], [2, 3]

0 otherwise

υ[a,b] :=






1 if [a,b] = [0, 2], [1, 3]

0 otherwise.

See Figure 5.2. The bottleneck distance, dB, between σ and υ is dB(σ,υ) = 1. We now compute

the edit distance, dFnc(G), between σ and υ. Consider a third integral function τ : Q̄ → Z where

Q = {0 < 0.5 < 1 < 1.5 < 2 < 2.5 < 3} is a finite, totally ordered metric lattice where the

distance between any two elements is the absolute value of the difference and

υ[a,b] :=






1 if [a,b] = [0, 1.5], [1.5, 3]

0 otherwise.

Let α : P → Q be the bounded lattice function defined as follows

α(0) := 0 α(1) := 1.5 α(2) := 1.5 α(3) := 3.

We now have a pair of charge-preserving morphisms (σ, τ, ᾱ) and (υ, τ, ᾱ). Thus dFnc(G)(σ,υ) 6

2||ᾱ|| = 2||α|| = 2(0.5) = 1. Further, this is a shortest path between σ and υ in Fnc(G). Therefore

dFnc(G)(σ,υ) = 1.
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Figure 5.2: Above are three integral functions σ,υ : P̄ → Z and τ : Q̄ → Z drawn as barcodes and two

charge-preserving morphisms (σ, τ, ᾱ) and (υ, τ, ᾱ).

Figure 5.3: Above are two integral functions σ, τ : P̄ → Z drawn as barcodes and a charge-preserving

morphism (σ, τ, ᾱ).

Example 5.3.10: Let P be the metric lattice defined in Example 5.3.9 and σ, τ : P̄ → Z be

defined as

σ[a,b] :=






1 if [a,b] = [1, 2]

0 otherwise

υ[a,b] :=






1 if [a,b] = [0, 3]

0 otherwise.

See Figure 5.3. The bottleneck distance between σ and τ is 1. We now compute the edit distance

dFnc(G)(σ, τ). Let α : P → P be the bounded lattice function defined by

α(0) := 0 α(1) := 0 α(2) := 3 α(3) := 3.

The lattice map α induces a charge-preserving morphism (σ, τ, ᾱ) with distortion 2. This is the

shortest path between σ and τ in Fnc(G) so dFnc(G)(σ, τ) = 2.
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Chapter 6

Conclusion

In this dissertation we have significantly broadened the types of filtrations that persistent ho-

mology can be applied to. Traditionally persistent homology was only defined for filtrations of

chain complexes of vector spaces over finite, totally ordered sets. We extended this to filtrations

of chain complexes in an essentially small abelian category valued over finite lattices. Addition-

ally, we developed categories that these filtrations and their persistence diagrams reside in. These

advances have tremendous potential for applications.

Expanding the categories that the chain complexes lie in allows for more general homology

theories to be used. For example, given a Rips complex, we can now compute its persistence

diagram with ring coefficients rather than just field coefficients. This allows for a more nuanced

study of torsion that appears in the Rips complex.

Filtrations over more general posets have long been an object of study in persistent homology

[26]. In particular, multiparameter persistent homology can be viewed as a special case of this.

One of the unfortunate weaknesses of filtrations such as the Rips and Čech complexes is that

they are sensitive to outliers. This can be addressed by incorporating a density parameter in the

filtration. The resulting filtration is no longer a filtration over a totally ordered set however. For

this reason, traditional ways of defining the persistence diagram no longer apply. Our framework

has the advantage of being able to handle filtrations such as these.

The categorical structures presented here unlock many new directions and applications of per-

sistent homology. For example, parameterized data sets (such as time varying data) naturally

induce morphisms of filtrations between their Rips complexes. Applying the pipeline presented

here yields persistence diagrams with morphisms between them. This extra structure allows for

new directions in persistent homology, such as cosheaves of persistence diagrams.
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