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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this survey is to determine the social
conditions end resources of Alemose County.

Specificelly, it is the plen of this survey to examine
the education2l facilities, to investizate the political or-
ganizations, to study the meens of transportetion end com-
municetion, to inquire concerning the leisure activities,
find the nealth progrems, snd to study the religious eagencies.

The writer wes loceted in the city of Alamosez Ifor sever-
al months in 1928-1927, during which time the survey wes

made.

ct

The informeation weg secured in three ways: Firs

?
guestionnaires were sent to 211 churches, echools, end teech-
ers, which guestionnesires were filled out end returned; secbnd,
from bulletine, meps, Colorado Yesr Book, end other references;
third, by versonel interviews snd personsl letters.

Every schodl district was vieited; end informstion on
educetion end community life wes secured from Mr. Richardson,
president of the Adems State Teachers College of Southern
Colorsdo, county superintendents, clerks of school boards,
teachers, and people living in the communities. The minis-
ters, clerks of church boards, Sunday School superintendents,
and leaders of different phases of church work were visited

and date on churches were secured. Banks, markets, dance

hells, packing house, dairies, and jsils, both city and



...2_.

county, were vieited znd informetion obtained from presi-
dents, msnagers., znd the sheriff. Information concerning
the county court was tzken from court records znd by talk-
ing with county court officials. The county agent, home
demonstrator, chamber of commerce, and leading citizens
willingly cooperated in the securing of information. The
informetion on clubs end freternzl orgenizations was secur-

ed principelly from their officers and individuel members.
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CHAPTER I
THE BACKGROUND

"The territory now included in Alemosa county, origin-
2lly a2 vert of Conejos end Costilla counties, wes visited
perhaps by those Spanish explorers who ere seid to hzve found
gold neer the present site of Fort Blence, Costilla county,
in 1800. The early attempts 2t colonizetion in Costilla
county, however, did not extend into what i1s now Alamosa
county. Eerly in 1807, after unsuccessiul attempts to
scale Pikes Pezsk, Ceptein Zebulon Pike's expedition crossed
the Sangre de Cristo renge, skirted the bese of Sierra Blenca
end cemped on the benks of the Rio Grande near the present
gsite of the city of Alzmosa. Ceptain Pike's diary conteins
the first suthentic record of zny American treveler in this
territory. Numerous exploring parties, including thet led
by John C. Fremont, followed the Rio Grande del Norte
through this county in their search for gold further west.
The town of Alamosa was founded in 1878." 1

Conejos 2nd Costille counties were quite large. Pre-
vious to 1813, many of the county officers were Mexicans

who were ignorent, and, as a result, there were many mistekes

in the records. Many people were dissatisfied and set about

1. Colorado -- By State Boerd of Immigration, p. 8. 1937.
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to create ¢ county from Conejos and Costille counties, 80
that they might have county officiels cepstle of keeping re-
cords correctly. So Alezmose County, the youngest county in
the stete, wes created by the stete legisleture in 1913 from
parts of Conejos end Costilles counties.

"I+t lies in the south centrel oart of the state, in the
heert of the San Luis Vslley. In outline it is zn irregu-
lar pentagon, with en extreme length eest end west, of thirty
miles, end an extreme width, north end south, of twenty-
seven miles. Its aree ic copproximstely 485,280 acres, or
about one-~fourth less thsn the 2ree of the Stete of Rhode
Isleng.n®

Alemose County, like the u=uel form of county govern—
ments, hes no centrelized executive nower. Ezch officer is
indevendent in his own office, end knows little of the work
of other officers of the county. The county officers ere
elected by the people end 2 number of deputies are apvointed.
The officers who are elected, their terms of office and
selaries per yeer ere given in the following tekxle:

Qfficers Term Salary Salesry for 1928

Sheriff 2 year Commission $1938.31
Treasurer 2 years $1800 end coamission 1800.00
Clerk 2 yeers £1800 and commission 1800.00
Surveyor ) 2 yeers Commission No record
Assessor 2 yeers $1300 1831.80
Coroner 3 yeers Crymission 643.20
County Judge 2 yesrs §2430 2400.00
Supt.of Schools 2 yeers 15920 1500.00

2. Colorado -- By State Board of Immigretion, o. 7. 1927
3. Olof Bergmen, County Assessor of Alemosa County, Colo.
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The fee system is used extensively in Alemosz County.
The sheriff works on commission, but is guerenteed a szlery
of #1800.00. The surveyor and coroner receive fees, but
heve no guersnteed salaries. The treesurer end clerk re-
ceive selaries of $1800.00 plus & commission. The commisg-
gion depends on the kind znd esmount of work done.

In Alamosa County tex levies are made by different
groups to whom this duty is delegeted:

"Stete tex by Stete Authorities (Stete Auditing Bosrd)

County tax by County Commissioners

School tax by School Boards"?

"General school tax by the county commnissioners after
the county superintendent certifies to them the number of
teechers to which each district is entitled, according to
the school census, under the aminimum s2lary lew, =nd the
amount of money which will need to be rzised to vay these
salaries. The levy is mede on the totel velusztion of the
county.t 5

The following table shows the levies 2nd revenues for

Alamosa County in 19286:

4. Olof Bergmen, County Assessor of Alasmose County, Colo.
5. Mrs. Alice Fuller, Superintendent of Schools, Lerimer
County, Colo.



Levies Revenues
"Ordinary County 3.72 835044.18
Generel Road Fund 1.71 18108.03
Interest on County Bonds .25 2355.13
Sinking Fund .17 1801.48
Advertising Fund .28 2072.51
Generesl School 5.00 47102.40
Mothers' Compensation . .15 1413.07
County Court House .08 753.64
Sinking Fund

Totel 11.30  108451.43°

The veluations, levies, end revenues on school districts
ere given in the chepter on "Schools".

The assessor's office end treasurer's office heve no-
thing to do with the making of the levies, except 2g the
assescor may reduce the levy to coniorm with the law.

The county is sudited once a yeer, so the records must
be complete and eccurate.

"In Alemosa County there is 2 great deel of land which
is earning a smell income so there ere delinquent taxes.

This land, although the taxes become delinguent 2nd the lend
sold for seme at the court house, cen be redeemed by the own-
er within a veriod of three yesrs by due process of law and

paying 211 expense connected with it. No record is shown

6. Olof Bergman, County Assessor.
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where the lend wass not redeemed." 7

"During the yeer 1928 the County Court tried one hundred
cases. None were convicted, so no fines nor sentences were
imposed.

"Three minors (boye) were tried. One boy was neroled
but the other two were sent to the reform school.

"3ix lunascy cases were scted upon. Two women and four
men were sentehced to the stete institution fox the insene. "8

"One hundred 2nd eleven merriege licenses were issued.

"Sixteen divorce cases were tried. Fourteen were grant-
ed divorces for the following reasons: Six for desertion,
five for cruelty and three for non—support.“9

All of the cases of lunacy acted upon were, with one
exceotion, 0ld neopnle, the exception heing 2 man past forty.
The number of divorces es compared with the merriage licenses
igsued is ebout 14 percent. The city jeil is not needed ex-
cept for an occasionsl case of drunkenness. During the
winter of 1926-1927, two men, with vermission from the mayor,
slept there; the city bosrded them at 2 restaurznt. The
county jeil is not often used. It 1s cuite cleen and seni-
tary.

In making 2 study of the social vheases of & group of

people, one should know the geogrephic environment, becesuse

7. Alfred C. Kline, County Treasurer.
8. Judge B. T. Poxson.
9. Robert Ginn, County Clerk.
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it is a mold into which the humen race is poured, end the his-
tory of the people is sheped by thet mold. To illustrete,
J. Russell Smith szys, "There is & land of little rein at the
northern edge of the Great Desert thet stretches from Yorccco
to Egypt snd from Egyot to Bebylon end the mountains of Per-
gia. Here a little rain fells during one short season. For
the remeinder of the yeer there is drought. Agriculture is
not onogsivle (save in the cases) but there cen ve vesturage,
although this is scanty end is soon exhzusted. Therefore in
this kind of 2 plece men depends upon beasts, the one thing
thet cen survive on the pzsture end give him food. When the
beezst eats the mezger suponly of vasture in one plece they
must move to snother vplace in order to get food and water.
Again end again they move. Mzn must move with his animels
end he must keep moving. Hence he is a nomad. This funda-
mental fact of economic geogrephy, arising from a type of
climate, decides what men shell eat, what kind of property
he shall heve, what his ideezs of property shell be, what kind
of house he mey inhabit, how many people shell live in one
group, end what kind of government there shell be. Analyze
this men and you will find that every thing sbout him shows
the merks of scanty grass, whether we exeuwmine the camel dung
fuel with which he cooks, the wool of his clothes, the hosni-

tality with which he receives you, the willingness with which

he robs you, or his ideas of the hesven to which he hopes to zo."

10. J. Russell Smith, Geogreovhy and Our Need of It, on.23-34.

10
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The San Luis Valley was at one time the ted of 2 greet
loke. The soil is mede up chiefly of gilt end other matter
deposited from its waters. The soil, in generzl, in Ale-
mosa County, which is about the center of the great velley
=g shown by the map on pzge eleven, is 2 sandy loam of grezt
depth znd wonderful fertility. "There is an excess of
alkali in the soil in some perts of the county, but drainege
end other projects ere now under wey wihich oromise success-
fully to carry off or neutrslize the harmful selts. The
only soil survey aveilsble is a generel survey of the San
Luis Valley, mede by the Burezu of Soils of the United Stetes
Devartment of Agriculture, published in 1904." 11

The surface is level except in the extreme northeest
corner, where it rises 2redually to the summits of the high
peaks of the Sengre de Cristo renge. The 2ltitude resnces
from about 7300 to 14000 feet in the northeast. The Ric
Grande del Norte flows ecross the southwestern vpert, and
with its tributeries effords the orincipel dreinege. It
carries & large volume of weter a2t 211 seesons, 2nd furnish-
es 2n gbundent supply for the irrigetion of the rich ferm
lands of the county.

There is an unfeiling suoply of artesian water, not

only in Alemose County, hbut in almost 21l sections of the

velley, which 1s reached at modsrate depths. This water has

11. Colorasdo -- State Board of Immigration, 1937, p. 8.
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the same temperature the yeer round, thus furnishing 2 con-

stant 2nd excellent supply for live stock. It ic soft end
unsurpassed for domestic use. It is 21s0 used extensively
for irrigation. These wells renge from 200 to 800 feet in
depth.

"Mr. C. E. Sienenthen of the U. S. Geologicezl Survey
counted and locezted by map 3,294 zrtesien wells in Sen Luils
Velley in 1904. From one thousend of these wells he esti-
meted the sversze flow. Upon this basgis he determined the
flow of the entire number to be sgurl to 578 zcre feet ver
day (24 hrs.). Todey it is estimested there are upwards of
5000 artesien welle within the velley. If utilized for
irrigstion nurpoces, they would furnish 8900 zcre feet per
dey or over 300,000 ecre feet ver season's irrigetion."lz

As has been said, the altitude renzes from 7,300 feet
in the south to sbout 14,000 feet 2t the summnits of the
pesks on the northeest boundary. The followinz teble shows
the normal monthly 2nd snnusl meesn temperature in degrees
Fthrenheit and the normal monthly and ennual precipitetion
in inches:

"Jan. Feb. Mar. April Mey June

Temperature 17.2 23.8 32.8 4l.2 49.3 58.6

Rainfall .14 .32 .28 .56 .13 .70

12. San Luis (Denver & Rio Grande Western Agriculturel
Bulletin, No. 7, Issued August, 1925, o. 7.
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July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Annual
Tempersture 62.8 681.2 54.5 43.1 30.7 20.2 41.2
Rainfell l.24 1.14 .78 .54 127 123 65.21v13

"The averegze lenzth of the growing seeson, es cdetermin-
ed by the number of d2ys between killing frosts, 1s one hun-
dred eleven days, the shortest length being ninety-seven
deys 2nd the longest length one hundred thirty-four deys.

In the spring the lest frosts are from Yzy twenty-fourth
to June sixth, end in the fell the first killing frosts are
from September fourteenth to October eighth.! 14

"Except in the extreme northeast the aversge annual
reinfell veries from seven to ten inches. In the higher
land neer Sierrs Blance the precinitetion is heevier, vary-
ing from ten to twenty-one inches.t 15

The climete is ideel. The winters zre crisp but sunny,
oven end dry. The snow rerely lies on the zround more then
a few deys et 2 time. There are no cold winter winds to
speeck of becesuse the mountein renges which surround the vel-
ley, except on the south, break the force of the winds.

Whet winde there are come in the springtime, but they are
not cold.

Since Alamose County wes not crected until 1913 there

are no data aveilable giving the vpopulation for 1910. The

13. Colorado Yesr Book, 1927, pp. 48-489.
14. Colorado State Boerd of Immigration Rainfsll Map of
Colo., 1924.

15. Colorado -- State Board of Immigretion, 1927, p. 9.
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population at the beginning of 1920 was =zpproximastely 7000,
of which about 4000 were urbsn, living in Alemosa.

The percentage of foreign-born inhebitents is small,
probebly less then six vercent. A zreat meny of the early
settlers were Mexicans, snd there is now 2 considerable num-
ber of Spznish-spersking veople in the county. The follow-
ing table showes the composition cherescteristics of the nop-

uletion in 1820:

1t

Foreign Born Japanese
Total Native White White Negro & Chinese
5148 4861 336 45 16 « 16

There is a difference of 1852, as shown by the 1220
Federal Census Report end the epnroximete estinate as made
by the county clerk. No smell percent of this difference
is Jeapanese who are coming into the vslley and meking a2 suc-
cess of truck ferming. A few Chinese have come into the
county end have gone into the restaurant business.

In Alzmose County there are 307 ferms, with an average
of 350.14 acres, of which 228 or 75 percent zre fermed by
the owner. At leecst one-hzlf of those renting opnlesces are
plenning to buy 2 pnlece of their own. It is gratifying to
report that there is no discrimination macde between owners

end renters in eny phese of community life.

18. Colorado Year Book, 1937, p. 1l4.
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Since much of the community life ané generel orosperity

of the county is denendent on the economic life 2f its neonle,

]

it is necesszery to xnow souething of the economic conditions
so 28 to be sble to zet a comorehensive view of the county.

The resources thet heve been develoned to dete are pre-

[0}

n

-

3

¢}
[

dominetely egriculturel. There sre fow known miner
sources. Devosite of clesy exiet which sre used td some exX-
tent for trick-making. There are no forests. The c0il is
rich, deep. #nd fertile, =nd is very oroductive when
irrigated.

The »rincivesl cropne in Alemose County ere votetoes,
21f=z1fe 2nd other hey, 2nd field pees; notatoes beinz the
principvel cssh crop not only in Alemose County but in the
entire Sen Luis Velley. They ere s0ld in cerloed lots,

neinly in the south.

Stock-reiging, stock Ieedin

02

, and deirying 2o along
hend in hend with ferming. tock-reising end stock-
feeding are both nleeasant 2nd profitable - pleesant be-
ceuse of the abundence of zood weter coming from the meny
flowing artesian wells and the idezl climete with its open
winters end cool summers; orofitstle becesusce of the abun-
dence 0f Teeds oroduced in the county.

The number of horses 2nd mules in Alsmosa County de-
crerssed Irom 2409 in 1935 to 2087 in 1828, or a2 decresgse of

22 1n one yesr.
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The acreage in crops, however, for which horzes are
used, nes shown an increesse for the ssme seriod of gbout
50 percent. |

"Under nrecent conditions there are not sufficient
colts being reiced to tske the vlece of the hoises that
must be revleced during the next few yeers. The stellions
=nd jacks are 7214 and ere used very little at the nrecent
time. The 2lfslfe farus are well edented to the rzising
of colts. More time ond attention should e ziven to t

17

brench of farming."

Much ettention is given to the reising of cheep for

both wool znd mutton, end to swine. The number of sheep
hes decreased but the ouslity hes increased. Theweight

of fleece hes been increesed ag hes the guelity of mutton.
The seme is true of hogs, guality rether then numter hes
increesed. However, since 1925 the number heg mede reonid
incr=ece, due to increese in populstion =znd 2 éecreese in
hog vroduction in Czlifornia, cheecp rroduction, gnd ianun-
izing hogs egainst cholera.

Large fields of peas, with slfelfe, barley snd 2 few
potatoes to belance the retion, vroduce lambs and cwine
which usuzlly top the nerket. The lonte Viste Hoz Growers
Association, which is velley-wide, is responsible for the

immunizetion of hocs eceinst cholera. It has done much to

17. An Agriouitursl Progrem for the Sen Luls Velley of
Coloredo, 1227, p. 8&0.
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put the hog industry on a safe and profitable besis.

The reising of beef cettle is ezlready well established
and the deiry industry is advencing repidly, not only in
Alamosa County, but throughout the velley. The Sen Luis
Velley Dairy Association has done much to cdevelop the deiry
industry. What is true of sheep and swine is true of beef
cattle. There hes been 2 decreese in number, but {there has
been considerable improvement in ouslity. Comperatively
little fattening of cattle is done in the county. Most of
the cattle are shiopned out as feeders znd fattened in the
feed lots. People of the county ere veginninz to realize
thet much is lost by this method. At vpresent the cettle-~
men are trying to orgenize & selling egzency for hendling
the sele of cettle. The plen is to heve auction sezles to
which buyers from the cornbelt znd other fatteninz sections
cere invited.

Dairying is becoming very important in Alamose County.
The following record from the 1924 U. 8. Census is very good

for a ten year old county:

"Number of cows Gallons of Pounds of Pounds of butter
milk butter fat made on ferms
sold
1482 83,304.8 72,998 33,985
Gellong of cream Gallons of milk Value of Dairy
sold sold products
23,589 11,735 $99,440 n 18

18. OColorado Year Book, 19237, o. 130.
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The poultry industry should not be overlooked nor should
the bee industry. Mr. Rochford, county acent, seye that bvoth
ere becoming more impnortent eech yesr. Sevarsl fzrmers ere
raising from 500 to 1000 chickens each soring. Consideresble
culling is precticed to eliminste the poor leyers. "Accord-
ing to the U. S. Census for 1925, chickens were valued 2t
$10,507.00. In 1924, 71,050 dozen eggs were produced end
valued at $20,805.00.n 19

The honey industry hes experienced & very renid crowth
in the last eight yecrs. The grestest incresse in number
of colonies hes been in the last two yeers. Alamose County
hag 1200 colonies. This increese hes been mede poecible
through increase in elfelfes znd sweet clover ecresge. The
honey produced from these 2lents hes a2 superior quelity =nd
is much in demand. The everaze »roduction per colony is
eround 50 pounds. It is not known how much weg shiopned
from Alemoss County in 1928, btut sixteen cerloeds, each
weighing 30,000 pounds, were shipped out 0f the velley.

After raising & crop, the next guestion conirontiag the
fermer is how to get his nroduce to the consumer. This, of
course, necessitates some center of e chence or merket. In
Alemose County there are three such centers. Thev sre Ala-
mose, Hooper, and Mosce, 211 of which ere on the reilro=qd,
2lso on the highwey running north snd south ecrose the coun-

ty as shown by the mep. Alemose is the mein market center

19. Coloredo Year Book, 1827, p. 132.



- 21 -

5

2s well 25 socisl censer. The roezds ere usuelly in fzgir con-

rrere heve very little troutle getting thelr

b}

dition., &0 tane T
oroduce to mserket. Trucks end automobiles ezre used exten-
sively in connection with the férm work.

Cooperztive marZeting is not cerried on in Alemdse Coun-

-

ty. However, it is discussed 2 greet deal end will “e used

n
n

when olens cen be worked out and develowed.
The Moscas community orgenized 2 Grengze =nd the Hoover
community = Fermere' Union to eid fermers, »ut they were

5

ot successful necsuse of lsck of cooperstion end unity of

thouzht. The Cermel 2nd Weverly communities attemnted to

[
[on

orzenize Grenges, ~ut feiled teceuce the formers <eid they
could not spere the tine to esttend in the ziternoon end did
not csré to lose gleen in the evenings.
In Alsmose County theres ere four locel banks. They
rre the Alemose Netionel, Americen Nationel, end First State
Benk of Alemoses, and the Hooper Stete Beznk loceted in Hooper
In the letter vart of Februsry, 12827, the Colorzdo
Acriculturel College, under the cdirection of Tnomes H. Sum—-
mers 2nd E. D. Smith, sponsored 2 conference wnich wee attend-

N

ed by about 250 men esné women 0f the valley. The meeting

wes held at the Adems Stete Tezchere Colleze of Southern

s

s

Coloredo. Clecses a2t the college were dismissed end studente
were urged to attend the meetings of the groups in which they
were moat interested. About 95 nercent of the stuldents st-

tended snd were cor-etly henefited. At this conference three
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major topice were under discussion. They were: Trend of
nroduction in the velley, discussion es to whet =izht Te
expéoted to heonen, and formulsting some recomnendstions
for future development.

Tre pro rem for this conference, &s nlenned, wea sure-
1y egriculturel, but beceuse tisre were g0 meny women in

tendrnce (about seventy-five), Miss eude Sheriden or-

[}
ct
6]
—
v
(O

then into the following crouvs: The Feorm Houe

1
0}
(L

[

anlz

Group, the Hutrition Group, the Houce Furnishings end Home
Eguipmnent Group, end the Clothing SGroup. Each group dis-
cucaed nroblems neculier to ite meuders and reocommendations

were mace.

ference = hesrty welcone. The Chenher of Jomnmerce garved
luncheon hoth d2ye oF the conference. The lediez wers en-

terteined by the Auxilisry of the Chsmter oI Conierce and
gsevercl were eanterteined in the homes of Alsmossng. Be~
cauge of the courteous treetuent, Alemosz end vicinity ere

more cloeely linked with every other nzrt of the velley.
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CHAPTER II

EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES

Growth in the school system of Alamosa County has besn
radid. The schools have developed almost entirely since the
county was created in 1913. There are fourtesn rural school
districts, the Alamosz city schools, and the Adams State
Teachers College of Southern Colorzdo. Of the rural schools
there are six one-teacher schools, all sinzle districts;
two two-teacher schools, one a single district and the other
a2 joint district; three three-teacher schools, two are joint
districts and the other is consolidated; two four-teacher
schools, one a single district and the other consolidated;
one nine-teacher school, which is both joint =nd consoli-
dated. In the Alamosz city schools there are 41 teachers,
11 being in the high school. The Adams State Teachers Col-
lege will be dealt with separately. The year 1824-235, the

e

Newsom schocl weas closed and the puvils were sent by bus to

[v]

Alamosa. In the autumn of 1938 this schoel was reopened
because of the high tax levy, and because most of the pupils
were small and had to lesve home too early. The East Ala-
mosa school, & single district with four teachers, would
like to consolidate with Alamosa, 1f it were not for the
high tax levy.

In the public schools of Alamosa County there are

76 teachers, 39 in the high school and 47 in the grades.



- 25 -
411 have had some college work z2nd all but 1€ are planning
further training.

The ages of the female teachers range from 1% to 51
years, while those of the male range from 25 to 54. The sal-

aries of the female teachers range from $720 per year in the

ct

0 21500 in the Alamosz elementary grade

£

one-teacher school,

5

schools, and $1600 in the high school. The salaries 0f ine

Yy

male teachers in elementary schools range I
per year, and up to $350C in the Ligh school. The salery of
the suverintendent of the Alamosa schools is gZE0C, 2 part of
which is paid by the state. During the summer ne 1s on the
faculty of the Aidams State Teachers Colleze, and during the
regular school year he conducts extension classes Tor the
teachers of Alamosa ané others who mey wish to enter.
Twenty-four, or about 32 percent, of the teachers of the
county have dezrees. There are three male teachers each hav-
ing a mester's degree, one in the elementary schools and two
in the high school; and there are twenty-one teachers eszch
hezving a bachelor's degree, three male and ten female in the

elementary schools, and two mzle and six fem:zle in the hig

=2

|

school. Of the seventy-six tezschers, twenty-five or 3Z der-
cent have life certificates; twenty-two or 20 percent have
second grade certificates; twelve or 16 percent have five
year state certificates; eleven or 14 percent have profes-

sional certificates; five or € cercent have first grade cer-

§18}

tificates, and one(or less than 1 vercent; has a third grode
certificate.
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Distribution of Degrees
Percent of teschers in Aleamosa County......... 100
Percent of teacrers not heving Rechelor's
or Mester's DegTrees ........... «..uiiurinnn 68
Percent having Bachelor's Degrees......... .... 28

Percent having Master's Degrees .............. 4
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Percent
Percent
Percent
Percent
Percent
Percent

Percent

2 3 4 586 7

, Digtrivution of Certiiicetes

of teechere in Alemoss County ......... 100
heving Life Certificrtes....... ... ... ... 33
heving Second Grede Certificetes ...... 30
heving Five Yeer Stete Certificates.... 13
having Professionel Certificates ...... 14
heving First Grede Certificstes ... ... S)
having Third Groade Certificetes, less then 1



In the county there are sixty-two teachers affilisted
with Protestant churches, one with the Catholic church, and
thirteen expressed no religious preference.

All but one of the teachers in Alsmose County enjoy
teaching. Of the thirty-eight rural teachers, thirteen are
more interested in town and city schools. 1Ipn Aleomoss all
teachers like to teach and enjoy the work they are now do-
ing except one; he is interested in college work and will be
given a olace on the College faculty as soon as the enroll-
ment incresses enough to demand anotkher instructor.

All rural tezchers but three live in the community in

which they teach. One of these teachers lives &t home

end drives 4-1/2 miles each dzy. The other itwo tcach at
Waverly and live in Alamosa -- a distance of 3-1/2 miles.
Seven live within two blocks of <the school, and the others

are from one-half to one and one-fourth miles from schocl.
All teachers take some peart in community ectivities.
In the rural schools the teacher takes part in practically

all community activities. Ipn Mosca two of the teach

jav]

[¢9}
-

S &are

a

active leaders in the church work. BRBoth are teachersin the

-

Sunday School, znd one 1s piznist for both Sunday School
and church services. They take the initiative in many so-
cizl gatherings of the young people. In all of the rural
schools, when any kind of 2 program is to be given,whether

it is a school or a community affair, the teacher has charge

cf 1t. 1In Alamosa the tezachers take part in only such
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community affzirs zs anceal to them. ¥ost of them attenc
church and the Parent-Teacher meetings. The teachers of
Alamoss and Hooper have a greater ranze of recreatlion. £
is only because they are within reach of it and the rural
teachers are not. Several teachers are intsrested 1in music
and belong to the music club which meets twice & month.
They sing in the choir at the Methodiet Church and for
various social groups wnen recuested. All who wish, GO Or
can belonz to bridce clubs; a few belong to study clubs
such as the Current Event Club, Evening Study Club, the
to the Chamber of Commerce. A few teachers belonz to = dan-
cing club, which meets twice a month; others who wiskh T0

dance have to attend public carnces which are given once

a week; then there are shows and the public library; perties
sponsored by different groups of the teaching force; and

tripe to the mountains most any time
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In the county of Alsmosz, includin: the Alcmose ciuy
echoole, there are nineteen public school bulldings.
these buildinge are frame, six ©trick, one loz, one stucco,
and one, the high school, is constructed of sitone. ALl Tut
buildings are all psinted 2nd are about zs meny different
colors zs there are tuildings. The colors are red, brovn,
vellow, white and gray. Seven of the frzme buillings are in

only in fair condition.

[¢)]

good repair, but the other three ar
Three of the buildings need peint badly. The log builiing
is small, teing only 18 by 30 feet. It has no foundetion

and 1is not pzinted. The brick and stucco tuildinzs ere in

good repair end the general eppearance is zood.
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In the three three-teacner schoocls, one four-teackher

chtins is moat ex-

[
110

sciiool, and one one-teacher sckool zhe 1

‘e cross lights

(1Y)
=

cellent. Ia the other buildingzs, there
which are very uneatisfactory.

-~

in tre countv. ©One 1is

w

There are three tezch

o

rage

located in single district, one in a consolidzated dissric

W

A

znd the other in 2 consolicdzted joint district. In the con-
solidated district, the jenitor is alsc furnished = nouse.
£11 of these buildings are in good condition. The districts
furnieh light and fuel.

The three three-teacher schools, one four-teacher schocl,
and the nine-teacher school have adjustable seats. The first

zrades 2t Central School in Al=zmos2 use chzirs. All other

schools have old fashioned non-adjustable single =nd double

Seven schools have slate blackboardsy all others are of
a composition. Seven 0f these com»o0sition blackbozrds are
in fair condition, while four are very poor. In fact, cne

can SC““cely read what is written on themn.

)

411 of the Dbuildinzrs n:ove meps

nd five have reading

charts. In wmost instances the maps a2re 0ld and worn and, in

3
e
)
[¢)]
4
(]
[1}]

in wmony instances, not accurate. re three smcll 2lobes

in the county. Every building has a dictionary end an Amer-
an flag.
411 of the Dbuildinss are suonliied with z2poyronriate vic-

£~

tures. In most rooms, we find »ictures of poets and siate

(!)

men,
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and other pictures by such artis:
Millet and Corot.

Every school but one has a library. Eight schools L=

the "Book of Znowledge", three, "Picture Xnowledge!, eigh
the "Yorld Rook", and one, "The Home Library". Zach libr:

nd in most instzances they

Q)

contains from 50 to 180 volumes,
are well chosen and well kept and the books azre in zood condi
tion.

Thirteen schools hsve Diznos.

hiins

r‘r;
t]‘"

Ten of the bulldings are vrovided with gas for lig

purnoses, one has no lighting facilities &t all, and the others

have electricity.

o2

Five buildinss are heated by furn:zces, five by sioves

with jackets, two use the Taterbury hesting and ventilsiing

system, =2nd’ three are heated by Heatrolzas.

The playzrounds averzge about an zcre in size. Tre

crounds are level, with a gr:ovel soil so there is rot much

aQ

dust. Three of the playgrounds ere coversd with grass.
Twelve are fenced, and sevsn have large shade trees. All th
other yrounds have smzll trees, but it will be several vears
before they will be of any benefit.

Alamosa County schools are guite well sudnlied with oth-
letic ecuioment. The hich school has a baseball dismond.
football ground, tennis courte, inside and outside beosvet-
ball courts and equipment for each. They h:eve fooiball =nd

basketball tenms. They are very enthusiasiic =2nd nrve won
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meny games. The girls have a strong basketball tezan.
Of the elementary schools, fourteen have swings; eleven,
tecters; four, glant strides; six,backetballe and courts;
three, horizontal bars; three, rings; three, slides; one, =n

ocean wave; and one, & teunnis court. Every school but the

—

little loz schoolhiouse nis some athletic eguipment. The
equipment is 1in zood condition.

A1l of the schools Lave a seven-hour school day, with
1-1/2 hours for recrection znd »l:y. This includes two re-
cess periods of fifteen minutes each and the noon recess of
one hour. These recreation periods are usuzlly spent in the
open air. The teachers are on the »leygrounds end neariv
alwaye tzke part in the gzmes.

Every school but one is sup»nlied with ever-floving wa

from an artesian well. Eizht buildings have bubbling inside

3
(@]
O
,

|

fountains, three have outside fountains, 2nd six have

tinuous flow of water from a »Hive.

A1l of the sclhools but four have ecuioment for washing
the fzce and hz=nds. Eight buildings have lasvatories with
soap and towels supplied, while seven use basins, the water

being carried in buckets.

bl g

Eleven districts have outside toile

)

ct

s. They are small

fJ

)
[

(/)

e.

(j)

and have no screens or protection against sprezd of dis
The girls' toilets were fairly clean, but the boys' toilets

were not very sanitary. Eight buildincs have inside toilets.



Two buildings have ventilotingz systews in connection
with the hezting systems; all other buildings are venti-
l=ted by doors and windows.

None of the schools serve hot lunches to the pudils.

4t le=zst 85 percent of the rural puvpils take their lunches

ct

mwith them. Ip most instances, these lunches are eaten 2
their desks in the schoolroom. In the interest of the
hesalth of the children, the lunches should recelve more at-

tention on the part of both varenits and teachers.

he echool 10

ct

Of vital importance is the relztion of
the community as & social center. In Alamoss County this
is fulfilled mostly by Friday afternoon progrems which
narents, especially the mothers, usually attend. These pro-
grams ere, with few exceptions, resulis of the reguler schocol
work. Special day progrzms are given in the evening. These
are well attended by the entire community. Once & month

the Parent- Teacher Associsztions heave meetings, toth varents

)

and children atteanding. There is always a program of a gen-

(W

eral nature. Members of the College faculiy end the stu-

dent group participate vhen resuested to do so, vhich is

48]

quite often, after which refreshments are served. A% these

+
w8

0

gatherings, the men discuss their Tarm provlems and projs ,

while the women discuss sewing, gardening, chicken raising

znd care of babiles. At severzl of the schoolhouses, there
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A course of study vhich will not only meet the cclleze en-
trznce recuirements, but will be ~uite practicsl in meny
phzges, is in the makinz under the suvervision of iiss Young,
who believes that the gzeneral objectives of the school
should be to prepare students for 1ife and fit them to cope
with the various political, economic and vocational situa-

ISR
wign

tions. <Zhe &always keeps before herself and the grou

"3

o

rhich she is working, the functional objeciives. The zin
Zrows according to its exercises. Ability to function is
developed throuzh normsl exercises of function. One learns

> it. "The mind zrows according

)

o

to do a thing throush doins

i

!

-

o 1ts oatterns, tut it will not zrow —ithout exercise of

09

function. The patterns are not merely to be looked a%t, thevw
zre to be used. However good the patiern, one +ill not

learn to saw a bo.rd, do handwriting, or »ley a viano, until

5

one saws boards, does handwriting and »lcys the piano for

. 30 ‘

himself."
"The trend of educztion is toward usefulness rather than

. . sl
toward comprehensive knowledge."

w
[
w
e
iny
]

"Children can grow only as they vprzctice. Thi
. oy
law of exercise."
We all believe education to be a present activity, z2nd

not a oroduct to be striven for. It is life znd zrowth in

20. Franklin Bobbitt. How to liake a Currizsulum, pD.4°-43.

21. Charles C. Peters. From 2 lecture at University of
California. 19286

8g. William Head Kilpatrick Foundations of Method, ». 211.



a socizal environment.

4

"Subject matter, vhen offered, checul

O

be justified on

the ground that it functions vitally in one way or anoiher

Z
[

in the lifetime experience of the pupils.”
In the country there is practicz1lly no supervision. The
county suverintendent visits the schools twice & year and

rarely, if ever, zives any helpful suggestions. In tre

(L8]

country each teacher has & State Course of Study, but 1t
receives very little attention. M=zny of the teachers would
use it more if they could work under favorable conditions,
but equipment is poor, attendance irregular, recitation
periods are short, and many teachers are lacking in prepara-
tion. However, the country teachers deserve high commenda-
tion for what they azctually do accomplish, and to be vpraised
for following the Course of Study as closely as they do.

In the oninion of the writer, the alamosz country
schools would be greatly improved by the county unit cysten
a2s described in "Rurzl Life and Education', by Cubberly, and
"2etter Country Schools in Coclorzdo", by C. G. Sargent.

"The county unit system as best developed, the veonle
elect a county board of education of five, who are analogous
to a board of education for a city. This bozrd then selects
and appolints a county superintendent of schools, and such
deputy supervisors as are needed; determines the educational
nolicy of the county, and sets finencial limitetions; men-
eges the schools of the county, outside of cities havings
a city superintendent as a unit and after much the same

method of organication and management as has been found so
effective in city school org=anications; zlters, consolidates,

23. Clement Curriculum M:=king in Secondary Schoolse.
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or abolishes the school districts, es the best interests of
education require; oversees the work of its executive offi-
cers; determines the county school tax; aporovriates all
funds; employs teachers, fixes and pays them thelr salaries;
provides equal educational advantages and length of term for
21l schools in the county, and free high school advantages
for all children; acts as a board of control for any county
high school, teachers' trzininz school, or parental school
which may be established; looks after the buildings and re-
pair of all school buildings, and the purchase of all books
and school supvlies; and, in generzl, manages the scattered
schools of the county as though they were a compact city school
system. Under such a system of school organization, educa-
tional progress can be made in a year which it would takg

a decade or more to obteain under the district system.t 4

"The district system has long outlived its usefulness
and should have been abandoned for a better one in keeving
with the progress we have made in a2l1ll other things. It is
not the fault of the country that their schools are far ve-
hind the times. The system is suited only to the vioneer
stage of civilization and cannot be made to function effi-
ciently, in spite of the fact that country people today are
the most intelligent and the most procressive we have ever
had.

"Each third class district is governed by a boarda of
three directors and in the average county there are from one
hundred to three hundred directors to manage from thirty-five
to one hundred different school systems, while a first class
district in the same county is governed by a board of five
directors, employs the same number of teackers and has ap-
proximately the same number of children to educate. The rural
schools of most counties have far more directors then there
are teachers employved in their schools.

"The district system has become a bad habit, and, like
all bad habits, it is very hard to break. The system should
be replaced by a better one and Colorado educators hzsve made
a careful study of our rural schools for more than & decade
with that end in view. The National Commissioner of Zducation
and several of his assistants have visited Colorado in an
effort to aid in improving our rurel schools. And after much
study and consideration a2nd the most careful investigation
a bill was drawn for the imorovement o£ our rural schools.

It is known as the County Unit Bill." 5

24. Cubberly,Ellwood P. Rural Ljife and Education. pvp.191-183.
2b. Sargent,C.CG. Better Country Schools in Colorado. pp.&5-c.
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Newsom «nd Eest Alamose heve been urged to concolicdate
with Alamosa city schoole,but the cdistricts in question heave

h

(@]

no desire to do so. It would be to the advantage of L
districts to consolidate. The oupils would have better
educetional advantages, more and better equipment, the cur-
riculum would be broader and greatvly enrichecd, and their so-
cial contacts would mean mucn SO0 the boys and girls. Hewsom
district closed her school for one vear and sent the pupils
to Alemosa, but decided there were too many small children,
the busses were 1t00 cold and they had to lesve home 100 ear-
ly, so they reomened their own school the next year. East
Alamosa will not consolidate because of the high tax levy.
In Alamosa it is $26.30, while in East Alamosa it is only
#16.07.

The following chart will show the valuations, levies

end revenues:’



VALUATIONS, LEVIES AND REVENUES OF THE SCEQOL DISTRICTS

iValuationS : Levies; Revernues

Mosca Con. 1 : $1,201,741 : $10.27:$12,341.58
Stanley Con. 2 589,495 : 8.88: 4,596.01
Hooper :Con.23 Jt.: 923,424 : 13.69: 12,627.98
Mt.Pleasant : No. 1 538,230 : 4.13: 2,323.89
Waverly : No. B 392,895 4.73: 1,857.45
Alamosa : No. 3 : 2,971,701 26.20: 77,858.586
Henry : No. 4 298,886 4.71: 1,407.75
East Alamosa: No. 5 476,611 16.07: 7,659.14
Newsom)

: No. 8 881,180 2.68: 23,361.58
Becker
Airdale : No. 9 180,170 : 9.91: 1,78b.48
McGinty : No. 14 : 349,598 4.00: 1,398.3¢9
Excelsior :No. 15 Jt.: 293,008 7.00: 2,051.08
Carmel iNo. 17 Jt.: 173,255 :  4.80:  831.83
Star :No. 24 Jt.: 311,486 20.00: 4,23%8.72
B

Bergman, Olof. County Assessor

26






otherwise attend college.

The College soonsors many social and recrestional ac-
tivities, of which the San Luls Oyting Club is the most pop-
ular in the summer, and the Dramatic Club in the winter. The
OQuting Club stimulates active interest in the outdoors
through excursions, picnics and mountain trips. The Dramatic
Club puts on programs, not only for the student group, but
for variocus organizations in Alsmosa and otker places, vwhen
requested to do so.

Every Christmas the College is resvoongible for a Christ-
mas tree and a social evening to which students may invite
their friends.

Each spring the Coliege entertains tre graduates of zll
the high schools of the valley.

There are many Tacultyv-student parties throughout the
vear. Sometimes these are given at the Ccllege, sometimes
&t the Pz=rish House, and csometimes they take the nature of
a beefesteak fry or a trip to the mountains, sand dunes or
other plecces of interest.

In addition to the formal education offered through
the schools, there are sources of incidental education that
are availlable. It is of interest to know how these are used.

Most of - the farmers of the county receive the instruct-
ive government bulletins. These bulletins deal with fruits,
seeds, stock raising, crops, bees, vnoultry, canning, house-

keeping, and dress-making. These bulletins are read gquite
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egularly, not only by the farmer and his wife, but by weny
of the boys and girls. A4s 2 result of these bulletine zrd
work done by the county agent, the work beccumes much more
interestingz =nd the results more satisfactory.

About 80 percent of the Lomes recelve zo0me peader oOr

mogazine, the lesst number reported being tvwo, and the zrest-
est, six, or an averege of four to the home. Farm journals

hold first plece, with "Feramers' Journal" and "lalry rarmer'

wed by neellework megezines,

O

being most ovlar, foll

O
O

"Country Gentleman", "Colliers'", "7oman's Home Compenion',

-

"Youth's Compznion", "“oman's Torld", "Lacdies' Home Journal',
"Pictorial Review', "Good Eousekeeping", "Cosmonolitan", and
. few other megezines

-

Mogt of the schocls nave sm=1ll livraries. They

J

4
f
3
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in size from a few volumes to a hundred or more, &nd consist

o ~

for the most pert of reference books, fiction, and school

text boocks. Very few country peonle use the public library
at Alsmose, but mcke cood use of the fiction found in the
school library.

Other educational op~oriunities are the variocus clubs

for the boys, girls and women of the county, carried on by

leaders selected from the various groups, unier the dlrec-
tion of the county agent a2nd county demonstrator.

Through these various channels, a2 large number of

peonle in the county are keeving themselves well informed.

)
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Eesides the government bulletins, megezines, libreries and

county clubs, there are usually one or two clacsses 0f Alamosa
people studying psychology, litersture, sociasl provblems, or
whatever the groun may decide upon. Trese clisses are given
as eXxtension work, and the Adams State Teachers Colleze of
Southern Colorzado gives credit to those who want it.

The radio plays no small psrt in furnishir
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tion and entervteimment to tnose vho have r2

W
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0O,

& great many others as well. The stock and grain market is
gotten every day by those who are interested. If the in-
dividual who has no radio wants the informeticn, he can get
it free from his neighbor who does have one. Many vorthwhile
lectures are heard, =s well as musical programs. I think

1t is @ blessing in disgulse that every home does not have

a radio. It gives peoole an opvorturity to zet together
oftener and get better acquaintec. To know your neighbor

is to love hin.



CEAPTER III

RELIGIOUS AGENCIES

"Religion and church zoinz are intensely sociesl as-

1

pects of 1ife as well as ethical, creedal, and ritualistic.
Religion binds groups together and separates group from
group. Church relationshipe create in an individual anld in
the social group of which he is a member, a desire to live
well in this world and get along peaceably with his neigh-
borﬂ'27

The home-seeker of the more desirable sort gives the
welfare of his family first consideration. For this reason,
his first question concerning the town or community that n=s

2ttrzcted his attention in a business wav, 1s reszarding the

-

schools and churches. He knows that 1if the schools are
progressive and the churches have a prominent part in the
life of the community, his wife and children will enjoy the
social atmosphere that makes for their advancement and real
pleasure. Then, being satisfied with business conditions, he
takes up his residen&e vhere.

In Alamosz County there are 11 denominations. Thev are:
First Presbyterian, Second Presbyterian (vhich is 2 Spanish

, Chris-

Church), Lutheran, Seventh Day Adventist, Methodist

tian Scilence, Mormon, Episcopal, R Christien,Christican

G
<

27, Baumgartel T:Ifer H. & Socisl Stuly of Favaili County,
Montana. p. 3. 1921.
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Reform end Catholic. Zach denomination has 1ts own church
buildin> except the Christian, whose »lan is to buy or build
in the near future. The Methodists have three chcrches in
the county, located at Al=zmosz, Lgsc2 and Hoomer. All other
churches are in Alamdsa excent the Thristizn Reform, which
is in the couniry three miles northeast of Alamosa, and
a Catholic church six miles south of Alzmoz=2.

The Methodist Church in Alamosa is used as a community
center as well zs for religicus services. It has & com-

P N

pletely eguinvoed kitchen,and *he auditorium can be chenged
into a banguet hall in = very few minutes by removal of sezis
and settinz up especially mace tavles. It can 2lso be turnsd

into & very attractive 1living rocom by the uge of rugs, lamds,

dany banguets and oither so-

ct
(@]

zrrangement of furniture, e
ciai events take wnlace in this part of the building.
The Episcopal Church has a Parish House adjoining 1
It is also a social center and is rented for donces, cord
parties, social bancuets and many other things.
Ty

The First Presbyterian Church has 2 kitchen and dinin

room. Many dinners are served here.

-

All the churches of the county seem to be
except the following: Second Presbyterian, $30C.20; Lutheran
Iy . R b hid ?
$800.00; uMethodist at Alamosa, &13%,500.00, and work on the

b

Catholic Church in Alomosa heg been discontinued until auffi-

[£2]

cient funds for its completion have been vledged.
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£11 churches of the county have electiric lishits ex-

cept the Methodiet =zt lgsca, rural Catholic and Christilzn
Reform, these three having acetylene lizhting sysieus.
Stoves are uced in all churches for heciing excepti the

nd Methodl
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Christisn Science

v__‘,)

heat. These two churches &also Lave indoor toilets
others heve outdoor toilets.

hree of the churches have orzan é; all ot
pianos, the Methodist at Alamosa hzving three, and the
Tecond Presbyterian, two.

Every church except the Christizn Science, Seventh lay
Adventist and the rural Catholic, Lave pastors living in the
comnunity. Tke Catholic Church is served by 2 oriest fronm
Monte Vista. The Christian Sclence and Seventh Day Advent
churches carry on thelr regular church activities the same
as tnough they had resident pastors, tu® the rural Cathclic
Church does not accomplish as much ae it would if 17 kad
& rull time pastor livins in the community.

The pastors'! salaries range from $380.70C per vear to
$3,000.00, or an average of $1,330.C0 ver year. 4All sal=zries
are raised by subscription, except the 8si=nth Tay Adventist

which ig raised by tithing, and 1s paid by the Union Confer-

Y]

Of eight pastors reportine families, one hes one person

2

-~
]

in the Tamily, two have itwo persons, three hzve four persons

end two have five persons.



vzrsoncges are constructed of brick end :re in £ood conrdition,

while the condition of the freme vuildings is only Feilr.
An eccurate comnlete record of membershin is not keps

by any of the churches, btut clerks of

in Alsmosez &nd Mosca, Catholic in Alsmosa, the two Presby-

terian churches, Seventh Dey Adventist, Luthersn and C

tian churches, willincly gave what the rscords show.

The numbers as given shov a totzl enrollment of 5,219,

‘._l

of which 1,895 are Catholics. Of the 235 Catrolics

3

ce. The tot:l S

I
L
ngy

are Spznlsh people uncder zl years ©

membership is 1,187, of which 180 zre menbers of the s

, 1,027

14 ,
psnish

Presbyterian Church. It is estimated thst more than 43 per-
cent of the peodle in Alamosa are af7ilisted with some church.

&

In the Cetholic church, 52 familics zre renresent

Or this number, 249 zre Spenish families. In 580 famil]

both man and wife belons to the Catrholic Church

lies, the wife or mother telonzs, and in 10 families,

husband or father belonss to the church. Frotesitant cin

o

Yeen no records of the number of families represented.
1928 there were 88 meles and 44 females vwho joined the
Protestant churches by confession, and 55 meles and 5¢

males who joined by statement, making a total of ZZ22.

Catholic churches added 300 versons to their church ro

During thie same period, there was a slight change in

menmbership, 62 names having been withdrawn from the re

cords.
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The Catholic churches lozst 2 mcles a2nd 18 Zemzles by dezth,
while the Protestant churches lost 4 mslzs znd 3
cewth, und 1 mcle and 86 femzles by letter. This left a2 net
gain in the 8 churches for 1328, of 481, which is about 10
sercent of the entire population of the couaty.
One Cztholic Church and nine Protes

Tull time oastor The liesholist vastor at llpsca serves Tre

-3
w

Mpsca comrunity two Sundays ezch zonth, and the Biznca cox-
nunity the other two Sundays. There zre three Protesiant

churches that have no regulcr sastor. The rurzl Catlholic
Church hze services once every Sunday.
The Alamose Methodist Church h=zs zood church attendance.

At the mornins services there are usually about 400 present.

In the evening every avzilzable seat 1s £i11:z4d and offen many

Pev. il Traveller, is &live and Jdoins many very vorth-vhile
things. ZEverything undertoken by the church means »Drocress,
not only to the church but to the comnunity as well. The
church has a choir of 80 voices, with a well p=id director.
The best of every type of talent is sought and secured 0
take part in the services, which makes for great intercst
and creater success. The services are not denominational but
community in spirit as well as in service.

The Spenish Presbyterian Church is doing & great work.
Fev. M.D.J.Sanchez, who hzs been pastor of this church for

zeveral years, is very capzble znd hi hly esteemcd not only
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by his own congregation, dut by all who know him. He, witna
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the cooperation of his congrezation, is doing
improve the cocizl conditions of the Spanish speakinz peosie.
Yany citizens of the county, including locel pre=chers, have
spoken of the £ood work beinr cone 1in this church, saying k=t
Rev. Sanchez was poszibly performin: more worth while service
than any other pastor in the county. If any of the members
need charity, it is taken care of by the church. They zive
2id 1o many outside the church.

The youn~ peodle of the church ere active workers. The
work of the youns peonle's organization carries over into the
regulsr church work. They furnish specizl music for church

£~

services and hzve a coclzl eveninz on an average 0I once
a month.

The younz men of the church have organized a club of
twelve members. It mests twice a month. At one of the meet-
ings they have a specvker, ucsually a leading citizen of Ala-

-

mosa, who, after the meeting, discusses vwith them problenms
which they h:zve brouzght for cdilscussion. The problems zre
usually those of adjustments, how to fit into the various
groups into which they might be thrown. At the othsr meetling
they discuss problems peculizr To thelr orm peonle.

One of the livest churches in the entire county is the
Christian Reform Church at Waverly. Rev. Gerben Zvlstra,

& graducte of Princeton University zs well as a leadinc

semlnary, is the vastor. They have weekly meetings which are

o






Baptist Church has ebout 50 at the morning services aznd
Terely wore thin 12 in the evening.

The Cztholic churches h:ve & large membership and <h
attendance is good. In Alamosz, the oresent nl=ce of worshin
wes bullt in the early dave and has lonz since been oulgrown.

It iz beinz reclzced by a £75,000 cathedral. This will be

N

¥norn as Sacred Heart Church, and the builiinz will include
a rectory school and convent, the latter two features to be

included in a wing olanned for the original building znd nos
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included in the §75,000 estimesd

The Salvation Ar.y maintains guoritzre in Alasmoseand

Five churches have mid-wve:zk przver services. There 1isg

litile interest and atiesndance is veryv »Docr. In addistion to
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the mid-week prayer services, the
training courses, county and district conventions, sssocia-
tional mectinrs, and other special services. Thase are well
attended.

Each church has a Zunday Schodl. The
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could furnish no accurate records as to attendance and collec-
tion, but I visited
that the religious welfare of the children ig well lookesd
after through the Sunday schools, and also through junior
church clubs and leagues. A great niandrance to all Sunday

schools, except two, is that all classes are conducted in one
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room. Only three Sunday schools mzke any atvemnt g

graded work.
Four churches heve young 7neodle's meetirzs. The Eo-
vorth Leazue of the Alamoseg iethodist Church has a soci=1

nhour which leste for 30 minutes, just be

meetinz. This does much to create interest, iancrease at-

o

tendance, and give voung peonle an oproriuaiiy *o T ac-

09

quzinted. Youngz peodnle of all cenominations are interect:sd,

m

ancd attend and take part in all ectivities sponsorsd by iris
Organization. It is & great ssset to the church.
Four of the churches have social orzanizaziins. These

ar to all such organizations. The llethcdist Church =zt
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Alemosa has many social activities srponsored by different
grouns of the church. These affairs are varied, sometimes

a banquet, home talent play, a tea, a beefsteak “ry, a pic-

0o

nic, and trips to different »oiaces of
ities in the church create and foster good fellorship.

During the summer of 122€, a2 DTaily Vecation Rible Schoo
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was conducted in Alamosza. - It was

but it seems as thnough it did nov prove 0 be urdencrinsiional

present.
All of the churches of the county mcke strangers feel a*

5

home, and visitors are assured of a hearty welcome.
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conclusion,
Deonle are,with & very

conrection with tre churckh,

()

‘ecvions:

Bave a comrunity church
are different denominations, g
tween pastors and churchess o

recrections for younz peonle;
young veople a cesire to shun
the cnurch, as well as in the
marriage bond; have
and wmore prayer; more visitin

Tinancial subwnort.

more and be

el
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However,

following sug-

create and develop

guestionzple »Dlaces

Lome, the sacred

ter si
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£y more socizbiili
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CHAPTER IV
HEALTH AGEINCIES

In the county »f Alamosa there are nine physicieus,
three osteopaths, three chiroorsctors, four dentists, znd
five nurses. Three of the nurses are treined, the other
two are nracticel nurses. 811 oi thece cre loceted in
Alemoss, exceot one physicien who lives in Hooner. The
nurses work in the Alemoss Hoswitel, which is owned and oper-
sted by Dr. Devlin, one of the loc:zl physici?hs.

The hoenitel ias not lerge, tut is 2decquete for Alemosa
County end surrounding territory. It serves on an gveresge

eoout fifty netients per month. The runninz expense ecver-

M

sges ebout $1200.00 ner month. It is gquite clean ené seni-
tary. Tverythinz ig kept in first clecses condition.

In the year 1828 there were one hundred znd four desths
ceusge of

in thet county. The eges oI thne parsons end I

n
-y
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their deeths ceznnot be ziven due to the fect thet the re-
cords ere not accuretely kevt. The seme is true oi the
births.

Dr. Devlin ie the county heelth officer. He is ezopoint-
ed by the couhty commigsioners #nd his selery is £25.00 a

month. From this smell remunerstion we mey %Xnow thet ser-

vice for the county is very meager.

m

As a pert of the heelth vrocrem, report from the of-

ficiel proceedings of 2 meeting of the county commissioners
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held in Jenuery, 1927, set iven the essociested
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cherities. is zilven Dbelow:

Mloney »eid to four blind persons - $B87.50 to one, end
£37.50 to esch of the remeininz three, meking a totel of
$180.00.

From the mother=! compensetion fund, six mothers were
civen #id as follows: First - $30.00; csecond - 325.00;

third - £20.00; fourth - £30.00; fifth - 320.00; sixih -
1

Judge B. T. Poxson, who hee cherge of the mothers!

vy

compensetion fund, szys thet the esmouat is not =decueste,
nor ies the menner of securing it sstisfectory. The emount
which is 2llowed for eech followianr yeer depends on the nunm-

ter of mnothers gettin: comnensetion the vpresent vesr. For
instance, there 2re two mothsrs receiving commens-tion this
yerr, 90 the commissioners pnrovide for two mothers for the
following year. The following vesr thiree or more mothers
mey need compensation, tut they receive no 2id from the
county beccuse they heve not been nrovided for by the conm-
missioners. Thie compensetion ennlies to the fethers in

the seme manner g it does to the mothers. It is celled

the motherst comrensetion fund beceuse it is usueslly a mother
ledt with children who needs the helop. A men when lerft with
children is usuelly able to e2rn enough =0 he cen support

his children #nd hire » woman to keep house, but if a man

1s not able to »rovide for higs children, he then receives



2id from the mothers' compsenesition fund.

The health officer =ud the town »osrd have ch=orze O
the control of coutexious dizerces. A strict cuerantine
is observed, thus ceusins o limited nuaber of such ceses.

The school msie 2 survey For veccinetion Tfor smell »ox,

snd, during the emell nox eoidemic, those not veccineted
were tarred from echool. The Stete Clinic exsmines the
rurcl children once in ehout three yesrs. Threes rurel

schonls, Moscs, Hooner, end Excelsior, weigh their »upils

unils sre over-

ad

once a month end report to parents iI

weizht or under-weight, #nd e Ziet is

)

ugsested. A1l weter
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aeed in the schools ig srtecien well water 2nd ig coneidered

S

nure.
In 211 the Alemoss city schoolg 20 to 80 mainutes each

week gre devoted to herlth work. A oert of this time is

uced in exsmining children. The teeth oI 211 children in

he firet eight cradex pre exemined once o veer and »arents
notified. The eves pre teken csre oI only when the tesch-
er diagcovers they need it.

A1l children in ths Al=moss echools =re weighed twice

-

e month end meseured twice = vyesrT. Eech city <school is

nrovided with first 2id boxes.

There 1s edecuste food insnection in the city of Alsmoss,

but there ig no inepection in the country. All deiries from

which the milk comes thet 1¢ used in Alsmosa sre ingnected

once a month. The berns must be clean, Tthe cows' udders nust



te free from dirt, =nd the milk must contein 2t least 3%
percent butterfet.

A1l restaurante, merzets, eode founteins, pool hells
selling soft drinxs, znd the pecking houge 2re laspected
once & month by # city insnector. Flies must be kent away

from fresh fruit. The pnacking house heg 2o stiete iasvec-

tion, Tut 211 enimels butchered 2re inznected

a

eadleigh 2nd Decker, veterinarieg of Vonte Victa.
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CHAPTER V

SOCTI AL AD RECREATICIIAL AGEICIES

Alemoss, Yosce, =ad Hoover ere the wnrincioel soclel
centers of the county, Alemosz beinz the larzest.

Alemoce County hes six federzted clubs: Women's
Citizenship Club, Evening Study Club, Current Event Club,
Music Club, P. E. O. Society, =11 of Alemosa, end the Col-
umbine Club 2t Mosce, all of which ars of en educational
nature. This bespesks the intellectuelity end hizh stend--
arde of the veople of these communities.

In Sepntember, 1822, when the Woman's Fetional Founda-
tion Club dissolved, the Alemosz chaplter reorgsnized under
the neme of the Women's Citizenship Club. It wes fecderat-
ed in 1923. The purnose of the orgcnizetlion 1s to reise
the et=nderd of women's citizenchip. Althouzh the pur-
suits of the club ere criefly intellectuel, meny ectivities
0f 3 highly ohilenthropic neture ere sttrituted to this
gource. -~ for instence, wenerous contritutions to the na-
tionerl fund for Hlind veterens of the ¥World Wer, subscrip-
tion to the Ssreh Plett-Decker iemorisl Fund #nd to the
Stete Educetionel Fund for Girls. The club »rogreus for
the yeer emdbrece the study of citizenship, litersture,
drema, music, end ert.

The Evening Study Club> hed its beginning in July, 1219,

when fifty-one women of Alsmose orzesnized the Alemosa



Delvhirsn chenter.

of Deceurer, endine 2fter the nholideys cu2 to lsck of atiend-

ance. Some wi=hed to 7Teet in the sfternoons, c2rving lizht
reirechaentes. Otaers, who worked durins the dey, coull not
neet excent in the eveningzs. A comnromicse ¢could not be

Tine monthe leter seven 2f the latter zrouvp met end

reorrenized 2= the Bete Delphien Chepter, =skinz esoplicstion

for & cherter. This wre grented in Jenuesry, 1921, end there
were Iourteen charter members. In 1322 it wes edmitied to
the Colorsdo Federztion of Womsn'e Clubs. Y¥eny in this

croup vecsme Cissetisfied, snd ettendance wes »OOr CecCause

of leck of interest, &0 this zroun reorcsnized in October,

1926, =2e the Evenins Study Club, —with Iourteen cherter memn-

5

ners, the linit teiny twenty-five. To ogueslify Ior mewmber-

D

ship one must be studious, =lert, serious-minded, snd will-

=
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ing to work. It be ereted club ia 1827. This
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club takes un some interecting line of stuady end follows it

£

throuzh the yesr. It mey be history, Tiction, Jreme, O
eny subject the >rouvp mey decide ucon. A progrem comnittee

makes tihe nro-rem for the veesr, esch nenber selecting the

tonic she wishsg to nre-=ent. They heve two soci=1l meetings
2 yveer to which they invite their iriends. he ¢lub con-

O
=

tributes ennuelly to the Scholershio Fund Color=do Feder-
cted Women'e Club, Near East Relief Fund, end Serah Platt-

Decker Memorizl. It

Ny

gsiste ecch vesr in the Better Homes



Week, Music Yeek, Electric Home Week, end Christmes Tree

fund.

vesrs before Alsmos: County wes Iormed. YMre. Julis CGreiiem

is tne only chertsr zenber who iec etill with the orzsnize-

tion. The nurnocse of the clut ic¢ the uent=l scvenczzent
of ite members, but the zctivities tTo which it i<« devoted

ere 2n immortent fretor in the ~roTrecs oI 2 "Better Alscioes
The memberchin in this club is resgtrict=d to twenty. The
very rere vecencies zre Iilled through invitation end ce-
teranined Ty bellot. he clu® is interested in =11 civic
enternrises, sscisting in the uonkeeo of the ossrk 2nd resg
room, teking nert in the civic Chiristues Tree exercises,
contributing generously to the suvpoly of 2ooks snd nictures
in the echools end librery. Twenty Gollzrs is #leo peid

N

ennuelly to the stste scholersnhin fund zor girls. The
course of study ourcued ie of 2 miscellesneous nzture, end

ie erren

(3

ed snmazlly by e proirsm commnittee.

The Alemose Music Club wes org=nized in 1822, with a

cherter membership of eight. The object wess obviously to
promote the interestes of music. The orz=nizetion is now

fTederested, velonzina to the Netionsl Fecderstion of lusic
Clubs. Although there ie =1llowed & memnbership of forty,
there 2re only zbout fiftesn ective members, and 1t is to

be regrettsd thrt more o1 the wmusic lovers of Alsmoea do



ee afiorced them in fthis
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not =#veil thewnselves o

Al

way. The =ctivities of the club sre exteasive. In zdaivion

to preseanting et lesst one reclly zood musicel oproauction,

V]

it sponsore Music feek each yesr for the -eople of Alemose,

O

macic ©ooKe in the

ot

contrinsutes generously to the eupcly of

schools znd the public librery, &nc ig¢ helninz to0 o2y for 2
pisno for the high school. ZEech yeser the club ouls on e
=)

v
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orogrem, the pnroceeds of which 2re zZiven 10 the Adems
Te=chers Colleze.
The Service Club of the Denver & Rio Grende Western

Reilroad fosters & rrther exceptionel bend =zmong the shop
employees of the reilro=d. This bead o 2vout 25 members
ie emonloved by the city during the sunmrter months t0 zive
en evening concert once esch week in the verX neer the

a -

The hich school bend orzenized during the lest tw
vears hes o membership of enproxiaztely 30 2nd hes mede
very fevorable nrogress. They heve come into pozcession
of uniforms recently by contributions from citizens, clubse,
and other orzanizations.

The P. E. O. wes orzeniged in Alamoess Juae 12, 1915,
with 2 cherter membership of seven, o0f which frs. Rex is
the only vresent chearter member. The ourvose of the order
is ourely educetional, covering eoch veer o miscellesneous
course of study =rrenged by o vnrozrem comilttee. There is

also o sociel element snd light refrechimente ere served ot

el
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eech meeting. One imnortsnt feeture of the work is the

liberel contritutions esch vesr t0 the Siete Educ=tionel

pede

Fund for Girls. Tnie money ie lent free of interest O

worthy zirls recomaended by the stzte vosrd, Zor the nur-

nose 0f comnleting thelir educsation. The zembershin is
eatricted to thirty, which ig now filled, sad vaceanciles
from time to time sre filled by bellot. Interest end
zttendence in this orgenizetion ere zo0d.
The Columbine Clun et liosce hess been Zecersied since
192z, It hes & memhershion of twenty. wao ettend rezuler-
ly. he ournose ic educstionel, yet =t the close oI eech

rO

nenve

meeting there is o gocisl neriod when lignt refres:
are gerved. The club hslos the =choosl buy nictures end

booksg. It h=gs much civic »ride o2nd ig insitrumentsl in

heving »retty lewns, strests Zeot clesr of weeds, #nd ovet-

ter home conditions.

The Deughters oI the Aunericen Revalution ceme into
existence in 1923, with » membterchivn of eight. The chief
purposes of this club sre sociel end 1o
epirit end memory of th= Revolutionery vetriots

In Alerwmoses County there sre thirtesen secret orzsnize-

tions. ey ere the Mesgousg, with & membershin of 443,
45 of whom belons to the chepter a2t Hooper; the Elks;

Indenendent Order of Oda Fellows. with = membershiv of 40;
Voodmen of the World, with & meusberchiv of 62; llodern

Woodmen oif the World; Americen Legion, nembersnin beins

i

9



- 70 =
101; ¥ni-hts of Columbue; Order of kestern Ster, with = nmen-
terenin of 312, 52 of whon belonz to the chepter =1 Hooper;

Rebecca, medcershin, 153; Ieirhbors of Yood Creft, memterszain

45; Royal Yeighbors, meubersnin. 78; Americen Legzion Auxil-

iory, with o rewberchnip of 20.

twice » month, ™t they sre nnt very vell ettended. Occesion-
z1lly there ere donces, luncheons or Jinners 7or the memdars,
their femilise end Ifriends. They 2re wel

The Mexicen orrenizstion of S.P.2.D.T.U. ¢t Alemose,
with e membership of 52, is 2 nert of 2 velley-wide or
zetion of 2700 members, with nesdcurrizrs 2t Antonito. The
sole purposes are sociel end insurance. All memters teXe
out incursnce of $550.00, wihich ie¢ to Tte used for Turiel nur-
noses. In Alemosa thie orgenication ness dences twice &
month, =nd often there sre other kinds 2f entertsinment to
reise funde to help needy ilexican families. The meetings
of thie orcenizetion ere the only #ll-Xexicen =ociel zath-
eringre, evcent thoze of the Speniah Prestyterien Church,

which are well attended.

2

rande Western Rellrozsd has ceversl

]

9

The Denver =nd Ri
locel feder?tions, such aa Brotuherhood of Locomotive Eacin-
eers, Brotherhood of Reilwsy Ceznen, Brotherhoosd of Reilwry
Treinmen, Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen end Encineers,

Internetionsl Brotherhood of Blackemithe =nd Eelpers, Inter-

netionel Brotherhood of Boilermskers, Iron Shiohuilders,



ornd Helpers of Americe, cnd the Auxilieries. Tnese groups
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have their regulsr meetings and socizl scti
ze other freternel orzenizetions.

The Women'=s Chnristisn Temversnce Union in Alsmose nes
¢ memberchin of 32. Trhey zzet twice e 20nth enG sIter the
rezuler business usetinr enjoy e sociel hour tozsther.

4

Alzmose nes a live, wicde-eswc%e Cnemcer of Comaerce theat

coes things. Every Yondey it Z2ss 2 luncheon to which eveory-
one iz invited. The everszze nu7ter gitendinrs these lunch-
2ons is 75. At ecch meetinz 2 different oroud is resnon-

gible for the =-rozrem; in thiec th=re i1¢ %Zeen commetition.

Az 2 rTesult, the enterteinment is

otherwise is sponsored ennuclly by the Alsmdse Cheumber of

Commerce. It is the Sen Luis Velley Seed Show, the expense
of which is in the neizhborhood of $1000.00. In 1828 the

third show wes held with szooroximetely 10,000 in attendesnce
on the third end lest deay. On this dey the Potesto King 2nd
Queen of the Hervest were crowned. The Shop Employeesg Bend
of Denver, consisting of forty opieces, and the Rio Grande
County Boys Bend, eighty strong, furnished the nusic. In
the evening the Denver Baand vlesyed Zor 2 dance at the Elks
Hell, which was thrown oven free for the occesion. Eech
evening of the show there were nizntly vrozrsms nut on by

the Civic Club. Locel muciciens #nd enterteinsrs volunteer-

ed greciously their services. The s=l-ction o7 the Queen of



thhe Hervest wee the neadliner »F the evening »rosress. AZter
the gueen end her waide of honor were chocen, & Ifzscineting

coronetion under the Jirection of lUrs. Jemes R. Iolsnc w=s

stzged on the lest evening, climexinz tne success.
ghow.

peny ceme down from Denver snd mece g "zovie" of the main
events of the dey, includinzy the cerexony O the crowning
of the cueen, with her court of honor.

Annuel m-cetinga knovn eg "Frieadenip!" or "Get Acoueint-
ec" meetings ere neld in verious communities in Alemose
County. The rroupn frow Alsmose, usuelly sbout 57 in numoer,
furnish. es e cellent oro rems end the nedonle 2 the comaunity
visited furnish the reireshments. These meetings zive the
“usginess men sznd fermers 2n opoortunity o vecome vetiler ac-
cuesinted, ond thev nromote thie gensrrl welfesre 0f the com—-
munities, crectiny =nd foasterinz zood fellowship, #nd 2 much
more kindly feeling exists betreen thes torn enld
TTouns.

Tne Civic Club, en zuxilisry to the Chember o Commexrce,
wes orgeniged in 1921. The nurpoge o1 the orgrnizetion wes

ES

to s2seicet the mewmberg of the Chember of Comrerce in azking

{

Alemosa & btettisr znd 2ore Legutiiul nlsce in which to live.
It hes rn ecturl mewbercshin of 54, but the zctive nemter-
cship is very much smeller. Much credit is due the lsdies

who heve oput thelr whole heerts into this enterorise, and

s
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much hec been accomplighed. Some 0f the worth-while things
they heve done are: Plented trees end flowers in 211 public
crounds 2nd doneted trees to 211 the churches, with the re-
guest thet eech improve the church nroperty; sponsored city
cleznup campeigns; 2ided in better home movenments; furnish-
ed and meintained 2 rest room; mede generous donations to
the teechers' college znd public libraries; onut in weslks
at Hermon Playground; started Triangle Perk. now tzken over
by the city; end started the Civic Perk. Due to the short-
azge of weter, the work there has been temporsrily suspended
until such time e2g this drewbeck is overcome, in which
event sufficient money is held in the treasury to complete
the work.

The fund derived from the membership fees. of one dol-
lar each per year, hes veen highly insufficient to finence
21l these entervrises end‘additional money hag been reised
in verious ways, such as holding toy day, giving minstrel
and picture shows, holding cooking end rummage seles, snd
conducting refreshment stends on various occasions.

The greatest social event the Civic Club ever sponsor-
ed wes the Governor's Bell, which took olece when William
H. (Billy) Adams of Alsmosa beceme governor oi Colorsdo.
Governor Adems and Mrs. Herrick, nresident of the club, led
the grend merch, in which about five hundred veovle verti-
Cipeted. After the grand march, the evenine was svent

dencing and visiting.
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There is but o2ne suzzestion I would mexe 12 the Civic
Club and thet is thet there Le a better disposition of
cena 2né other rubbish which is found strewn alonz the river,
in Sunshine Perk, end verious other vlaces.
The Rotary Club, orzenized in 1933, - = member of Ro-
tary Internstional - = service club acsetinz o1 dinner on

ridey evening of eesch week, hes s memtership of ensroxi-

)

metely 55 men, chosen, one eech, from verious Zusiness end
nrofeasional activities according to ¢ standerd clesgifice-

tion list. It fosters zonod-will, friencdliness, end fellow-
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ship, end is strongly interested 1u internetionaz

The local clux interests itself in boys' end zirls!
work throuzh & svecisl committee which promotes an ennuel
track meet for the county, hes purchesed instruments Ior
the local high school band, =nd eided in promodoting the
exnibit of aniwels reised bty memoers of 4-H clubs.

The club holds "Fermerg' Xights", when eech member nhes
a fermer from the county as a guest. On "Internetionel
Night" each member bringe es his guest & Ioreign-torn citi-
zen. Other speciel vrograms rre! Father end Son NVicht,
Fether end Deushter Night, Yothers' ¥izht, and three or four
Ladiesg' Evenings for the wives end friends of members. The
club elso fosters a2 Hobby Show snd = Dog end Pony Show by

boys end ~irle.
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The Kiwenis Club ig ¢ similer internstionel szrvice
club, orgenized in 1829, with eponroximetely 45 memters chos-
en on 2 cimilar besis to Rotery, ~at zllowing two memcers
from 2cchi classifisd business or »Hrofession. Its ectivi-

ties end ourposes sre generally similer to Rotery. Its

meetings gre 21s0 held on Fricey evenings.

twice & week znd zive iiret snd zecond nrizes. Thess ere
well ettended. 1In the soring seversl tiz perties rre civ-
en 2t the Parish House, four ladies enterxrtrinins 2t e
bridge luncheon ebout & hundred Tuests. Five =wrizes are
ziven, ranginz in »rice un to ten dollsrs.

There is 2 Pret Yetron'es Club thet meets twice 2 month,
e Dencing Club of twenty couples thest meets every two weeks
in the Perich House, 2znd three cewing clubs that heve no
nurpose other then sociel.

Alamose hes six tennis courts; four ~re on the oublic
gchool pleyzrounds and two belons to the collegze. This
number doeg not sunoly the demeznd. The courte at the col-
lege ere reserved Ior the students when they cen use then,
Other tiaes znyone who wishes meyv use then.

Alamosa boasts of three perks, Sunshine Perk, Trisncle
Perk, #nd Civic Perk; hut they ere o0f no bvenefit to the

veople 2t the nresent time. They are new o&ud zre nnt yet

developed enouzh to be enjoyed.



The Civic Club, with the whole community cooperzting,
is striving to establish 2 pleyzround where the children
of the community may heve supervised pley during the summer
months.

Alzmose in 1924 mede aonlicetion to the Hermon Founde-
tion for 2id. It wes one of the 54 communities selected
out of about 800 spplicetions, o the Hermon Plezyfield was
ecstablicshed. The land wes purchesed 2nd the deed vested
in District Number 3.

Hermon Plesyfield hes 2 grees »lot 50 feet by 180 feet,
with 2 fence around ift. There is & greet deel of shrubbery,
#leo flowers znd 110 trees, in the wey of bvesutificetion.

It hes e flag pole, wading pool, wave slide, horizontel ber,
gisant stride, 2nd three swing sets.

At present it is not used a great deal because of lack
of shede, But a2s soon es the trees ere lerge enough to fur-
nish shade, Harmon Playfield will be extensively used for
recreation. The teachers' colleze hes offered to furnish s
gupervisor for one or two hours & dey during the summer
months.

In Alamosa there are three podol hells. Two of them are
considered good, clesn pleces where some of the best vpeovole
of the county spend 2 part of their time. They ere quite
bugy olaces evenings and Seturdey sfternoons. The other pool
hall has meny frequenters 211 the time. It ic said to be a

place where gembling is carried on and licuor changes hends.
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No attempt is mede to leern definitely just whet does teke
place there.

Dencing in Alemose County is 2 fevorite pestime for both

the 0ld snd young. In Al=mose there sre two hells where
public dences ere held. They ere the Americen Legion Build-
ing end the Elke Hell. These dences =zre cleen. The menaze-~

ment of both nlaces will not tolerrte eny guectionsble con-
duct whetsoever. The Elks give 2 dence every Fridey nizht,
the proceeds of which go to cherity. The Mesonic end Odd
Fellows hells are used by these orders for denceés and they
sometines rent them for private dances. The Parish House is
used twice s month by the Dancing Club znd is rented for ori-
vate dences on an aversze of once & week. Roseland is &
dence hell just outside the city limits. It is & place
where the best oneople do not gzo. Notody investizstes, btut
most perents see thet their children do not go there. The
Spanich people heve = dence once e week in their hell. 1In
the country communities the school houses sre used cuite
often for desnces.

Alsmosea would be renderins » grect service to her young
people if she recuired the management of Roselend to run e

cleen pleace of smusement.

There are two theeters in Alemose. They are open even-
ings end Seturdey end Sundey efternoons. Both theesters wive
good, clean shows. The Legion has gquite hizh class pictur-s

such eos the Student Prince and Ben Hur. It hes & good veaude-






cents 2 dey for esch day e bHook is over-Zue. Very few
nennle outeide of Alcuoge uze the librery, ©ut tnose wno GO
ney & fee of one doller ner yeer for the »rivilege.

In Alemosge there 2Te tiree newsoneners: Deily Courier

o~

m

with 2 circuletion of 0, of wnicnh 200 =zre within the coun-
ty; Weekly Courier with 2 circuletion of 550, of wiich 300
sre within the county; =nd Alsmose Journel, & semi-wecekly

peper, with a circuletion of 1150, o>f which 830 ere within

In a2ddition to the three locel nenere thers ere 1200
subscribers to the Denver Post, 900 of whon sre in Alemnocse.
Peonle teve the locel weper just to Znow whet isc he»nvening
erouind them, “ut for st=te, netionel, =nd intsrnstionel
news they nrefsr = Denver nrper.

The 4-H clubs in Colorrdo sre Joinz 2 zr2et work for

the hovs end zirls of the stete renging in aze from 10 to

0]
ny

18 years.

Alemose County hes three zirls' cluts #nd ceven toys!

=3

clubs. It hes 2 county agent, ir. liex Gready, who gives

211l hig time to Alesmoas (Jounty, =znd lre. Remone Ryven, who

serves Alsmosae, Conejos #nd Rio Greade counties =g £sgsict-
b

ent couaty extenainn esgent, supervising the home demonsire-
tion work.
The woirls heve three kinds of clubs. They ere: The

Bresd Club, with three members, loceted in Eest Alanose:

Meel Preperetion Club, with three members, locoted in East
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Alemoaz; =nd three Clothing Clubs. One Clothinz Cluo is loc
ed in Vewsom community end hes seven mexbers; one is in Hooper
comrunity, with s membershin of eleven; 2ncd the third club 1is
in the Stsnley community end hes nine members.

'Esch club hee 2z locel lezder who meet: with the zirls
every two weeks. The meetings ere conducted by the zirls.
Eech meeting is divided into three narts: First, tusiness
meeting; second, work meriod; =nd third, nley period. Eech
girl znswers to roll csll with e report oI her project, waetd
she hzs made, or how she hes nelped ner nother. Second is
the work veriod, at which time the zirls mesy discuss some
ohese of the work, 2 gnmecizl report mey e ziven, or the lead-

er mey give cuzzestions or zive e tzlkx on different pheses of
the club work. The third osrt ie the play veriod, a2t which
time they sins sonzs, zive resdings, tell stories, or »ley
games. Sometines these meetings teke the form of en excur-
sion into the hills, which is very commendable if theyv 20 not
lose sight of the real work.

The boys' clubs are county-wide. The mestings are held
in different communities 28 the cluds may decide. The Patato
Club hes seven members and wneets et Mosce; Beel Cs1lf Club has
eleven members znd meets alternately 2t Alsmose =nd iosce;
Deiry Calf Club hes ten members end meets at Yosca, Hooper, or
Alemosa, 2gs the club may decide; Lamb Club hes ten members snd

meets at Moscs, Hooper, =2nd Al=smosa; Pig Club hes Iive members

end meets at Mosca or Alsmose; Poultry Club. with six weubers,
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meets in Mosca; znd the Rabbit Club, with eight members,
meets in Eszct Alzmoca.

A1l of the boys'! 4-H clubs do not nave locel lezcers,

hut ere under the direct supervision of iir. Greandy. Tae

rried on in the ssme menner as Tthe girls!
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meetings, but the vley period does not receive so much atten-
tion.
In the-e clubs there is 2 totel membershin of 33. They

are 211 2ctive workers end much is teinz accoznliched. lore

®
o

boys end girls ere becoming interest and the memtership is
increasing from time to time.

The motto of the 4-H clubs is "Meke the Best Better®
end the mejor nurposes ere 10 meke lesders, betver citizens,
better homes, 2nd better nrectices.

The 4-H clubs of the velley, of which Alzmose County is
¢ nart, have 2 cemp known s the Sen Luis Velley 4-H Club

Cemp. This camp came into existence in 1925, end it plays

no snell pert in re-ching thes goels sougnt by the various

clubs. Much credit is due to C. W. Ferguson, E. D. Smith,
znd L. R. Rochfiord, of the Coloredo Agricultursl College,

(Mr. Rochford “eing county esgent of Alswose County &t the
time the csuwp wes esteblished) for orzgenizing the cemp end

-

neking 1t 2 success. It is neturel for boys end girls to

went to go cawving in the mounteins or 2long streems where

they cen "rough it", so tO sperk, 2nd be close to nsture.









The 2ze they ere in club work iz the "geng" =2e enc tne
social or gzroun aze. They like to work end pley in Zroups.
The cemps bring them togethzr with the ssme interest - club
work. They heve 2 chence to develop lesdership, 0DOOI-
tunities for meking friendshivpe, erchenzing exceriences,
having fun, end getting zood educetionesl instruction in

the verious lines of clubt work. The time et camp is di-

vided into three werts: The morning is used for instruction

(O

and demonstrestion, the afternoon for hikes, end the evening

for & sociel time. The socisl time azround a csmp fire in

aY]
D)

>3 en imgort-

the evening, with songs, gemes. 2nd stunts, -

ot

.
1T

ent vlece in the develooment 0f the boys end

(1

8.,
The Sen Luis Velley 4-H Club Cemp is held for two
deys 2t Mesonic Perk in Rio Grende County, e2bout 75 miles
from Alesmoce. The cost to each member is #1.00. The
Masons of the velley own the nerk znd they make no cherge
ior the use of it. While in cemp the voys sleep in the

Megon Building »nd the girls sleep in the Eastern Star

0q

Building. The meels sre prepared by & cook in the cover-

ed cemp kitchen (12 feet vy 14 ieet) and served in cefeteris

ct
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style. The counties, school districts, =nd citizens of
different communities furniesh the trensportetion without
cost to the boys eond girls, some of whon come e distance
5f 140 miles.

The comn register in 1925 showed thet there were "21

lecders, 165 girls, 98 boys, 1 nurse, 1 cook, 2 county









ezents, 1 stete worker, mekinz 2 ceup of 2839 peodle, with
12 different communities reoresented".

The men do not have reguler club work. They think they
cennot spare the time, but much hes teen done along the
lines of seed improvement, better quelity o livestock,
suiteble crops, snd crop rotation.

The ferm women cTe becoming more aad uore interested
in the county club work. There 2re clubs in the lloece,
Waverly, end Excelsior communities. Ilrs. Ryen meets with
these clubs twice ¢ month end essi<ts them in working out
their »nrobleus.

:

e success 0f the extension work 1a Ala:
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County is

due in part to the hezrty cooperstion of both the I:rmer end
the city folk. =2nd to the locel lesders, who heve given Zen-

eroucly of their time &nd enerzy.

The results of the county extension work are frr-
re=ching. Ferm boys end girle ere Tecoming uore interested

in the f:rm, leaders ere beinz treined esnd the znembers lesrn

how to conduct 2 meetinz vroperly. Better homnes, better

women ere more interested ian meking the home tetter =nd more

ettrective #nd the fern men heve been mede havoler. to say

nothing of the Tinsnciel gein, from 2z better knowledse of seed

selection end improvement, crop rotation, better sires, =nd

better orezctices on the ferm.

28. Annuel Report for the Year Ending 1925, p. 20, C. W.
Ferguson.
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CHAPTER VI
COMMUNICATION AND TRAUSPORTATION

Sociel ee well ss educetionsl and economic orosperity
is devendent on chesp, relisvle. sud efficient meens of
comaunication e2nd traasportation

The nostel depertaent ¢t Al=moss reunfers excellent
+ A

service to the neople of Alemose 2ud Alemose County. 1In

the poet office there ere ten employees, including the 0dst-
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mnaster and three rurel carriers. Trne nost o
Teceive $18,200.00 over yeer egnd tine three rurel carriers
29,002.00, or 2 totsl of 227,200.22. This usles an evera:ze
per cepita of sbout $5.50 per yeer, whicn is very cheap.
The rurel cerriers cover e distence of 183 xiles cezily end
cerve 1750 petroag, or svout 80 perceat of the ruarel oodu-

letion. The zrestest distence eny Zoraer =g 19O

here ere two dsily Iiret clese comtinetlion neassenger
sad ueil busses from Alemoss $0 Selide end return. One
coes from Alsmo=g tO Selicde vie Mosce, Hoomer, .oifet
erel Hot Springe, Ss2licde, =nd return, » Zistence of 232
miles. The other bus Toes only to Minerel Hot Sorings,
vie Yonte Vietes, Ceater, Segusche, =ad xnskee connection —=ith
the Alsmosz-Salide bus. Cther pesccsengers ere cerried to these
tovns by epeciesl bucssee Zrom Alemose to Colorsdo Sprinss vie

{alsenburg end Pueblo =hich do not cerry meil.






it hee Leen dizcontinued c£nd bus service nes been sutztitut-

ase railroads

[

ed for both vpassenzerg =nd «-1il. All oI t=z

ZO

perj P -
cover £ cdisteance of "31.45" miles =ncd -elonz to the Denver

(¢
Q]

& Rio Gresnde Testern system centsrinz et Alemosa.

Alsmoece County hss "5Z.8" miles of stete roeds, =znd

31 ‘ - 2 3 P ou zg
n4lgn iles of couaty rosds, or e totel of "471.8
miles of stste and county roads. There sre numerdous treils,

cener21ly not well improved tut level end sasseble 2lmost

the entire yser. The stste end county roede ere worked znd

kept in good condition so the trede, z0cisl, end recreestion-

=1 centars cen Le reeched et say tine of the yasr without
difficulty. The »rincinel stste hizhwsy ic the Spenish

Trail, which follows the stendard guagze line 0of the Denver
& Rio Grende Western r-ilrosd 2nd i¢ =urfsced entirely
zcrocs the county. Another stroie Lichwey is thet pessing
north esnd south throurh the county vty wey 2f Alsmoce eslong

the route 0f the unarrow guage brench 0 the Denver & Rio

Grende Western reilroed.
Good rosds ere en essentisl f=ctor in the sociel es

eny zZroup oI people. Good rosds

o

well es economic life o
in Alemosa County have done much to improve the socisl at-

mosphere, increesse the gize of the sociesl sroups, bring

22 . Coloredo Ye=r Book, 1927. o. 188.
30. GColorsdo Year Book, 18927, o. 138.
31. Colorsdo Yeer Book, 1827, p. 183S.
2. Coloredo Year Book, 1227, n. 188.
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more end different tynes of recrestion within reech of onrec-
ticelly every oerson, =nd meXe wednle hennizsr zud tetter

contented.

Practicaelly every phese of socisl 1life nes been touched

s

‘004 rosds =nd the use of szutomo-
133

and improved beceuse of

o
\,

in the county. From

o

tiles, of which there zre "1845!

ct
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ervice 10 the most
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Alzmose there is first cles
importent cociel 2znd trede centers. The consolidated

schools, of which Alemogs County hes three, heve been made

o

possgible beceause of zo0d roecds, 210 veocle in the country

P

have & grester interest end sre more active in the church
snd Sunday school. There eare many recreationzl end rest
centers such &s Crestons, Sand Dunes, Mazsonic Perk, and
others, within & dey's trip from Alemossa.

The sociel febric is much more closely woven by good
roads znd 2 "we" feeling heg come t0o exist between the var-
lousg country grouvs 2nd the town end county groups.

Not only heve good roads and 2utomobiles enlerged so-
ciel grouvs ead mede possible meny more socisl gatherings,

but the telephone ige a2 gr=st cociesl fector.

5]

In Ale2mose County there ere 930 telephones, 837 of
which ere owned by the Mountein St=tes Telephone Comrany.
If there is 2 totel populetion in the county of 5000 =nd

there are 930 telephones, there ie evoroximately one-fifth

33. Coloredo Year Book, 1927, o. 190.
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s msny teleohones as there are nedple, which is 2 very fzgelols!
showing. The service 1s caeap. A one-perty residence phone
costs $27.00 per yesr end & two-party resideace phone costs
%24.00 per year. A one-perty business ohone is 348.00 per
vear =#nd 2 two-perty business chone ig¢ 342.00 oner yeer.

The telephone office employs twenty oersons, cseventeen
in the office end trree linemen. The service iz e:cellent.
One ig never left to wonder if his verty ie goinz U0 answer.

The telephone is en import=nt social =
pertizl solution of the nroblem of isolation for the ferm
womnen, znd informstion es to household methods 1s digtribut-
ed. It ic en 2id to the fermer in securing help when needed
and in fixing dates for meetings. Sociel esffeirs cen be
ouickly end coaveniently arrenged without weste oif time. In
some pleces it mey do awey with csociel contect, but this is
not true in Alemosa County.

Postel service, reilrosds, good highweys, end telephones
ere of grest importence in the promotion of eny constructive
sociel vrorram.

"With the extension of good rosds, use of the sutomobile,
the telephone, eac the rTurzl Zree delivery. we mey exvect 2
corresponding increcse in senersl iuntellizence, 2 brosdening

of interests =2nd of coirit, sn incresse in coover-tive com-

3

munity activity, a better ecucetionel system, 2n increesse in

love of the country 2s 2 plece to heve o home, 2 higher vlene
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of religious life, and e renerel guickeainz of the slug-
gich movenents of cocisl life on the f
streem of

ferm into the living
pirit enrichinz culturel e

rieten wrnich be-
longs to the country ee much as it does to the

city. " 34

4.

Introduction to Rurel Sociology, Peul L. Vo
N, 59-60 .

g%,
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APPENDIX



Social Survey
Alamosa County, Colorado

School Section

I. Hane of scnool and rnumber of district

1T, Name of teacher

III. Buildings

Zind of building

cize Coloxr Foundation

Painted Taumber of wimdows and doors

State of repair

General sppearance

Is there a teacherage? If s0, describe

Xind and

Iv. Equipme nt

Kind of seats ad repair

ind end condition of blacitoards

charts, raps, ete. (Bnuwerate and state condition)
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Fiectures and other decorations (describe)

Livrary (describe)

Cther equipment

Lighting (describe)

Heating and Ventilation (describe)

Sanitat ion

keans of obtaining water

Equipment for washing

Inside or outside toilet and condition

How is floor cleaned?

How often is floor scrubbed?

Who does janitor work?

Health conditions so far this year

S¢ho0l Grounds

Fenced? Size
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Shaded? (describe)

Condition of grounds (describe)

Play apparatus (Iiame)

In what condition is anpasrstus?

Does teacher take wnart in the play?

The Teacher
Hame age
Nationality here reared?

O0f whet church a member?

Eduecation (Be snecific)

Slene ntary

Secondary

Normel and college training

iWwhat further training are you olamning?

Certificate you hold

Do you like to teach? sre Tou interested

prinarily in rural education?

——

Where do you live in district? (Distance to the

school)

LS 2 R

FQRT GULLINE,; Wil
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Are you acqueinted with the paremts of the children?

7o what extent @0 you take part in community activi-

ties®?

Bad you lived in the country before teaching in the

rural sc¢in00ls?

salary Cost of room and board

v hat recreation do you have?

VIII. School Administration

sduncation of eacn member of woard

Length of time each has served

ire rembers definitely interested in scno0l?

To what extent do they visit school?

I1X. The 3c¢hool

Number enrolled in school

Number of school census

Hationality of pupils

10 what extent 4o children stay out t0 work?

Humber of ci:ildrew in each grade




- 103 -

Liumber completed eighth grade last yesar

To what extent are graduates going to high school?

Humber of recitations per day

what specisgl sub jects are taught?

are books and supplies furnished?

are children given pnysical examigations?

\

To what extent do you combine clusSses? (Dxnlain)
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City of ~lamosa

The Tesacher

Hame age Hationality
Where seared Of wnat crnurcn & xeuger

sducation (Be specific)

slementary

Secondary

Hormal and college training

What further training are you planning?

Certificate you Liold Do you like to teach?

Are you interested primerily in rural education?

Where do you live in the district?

ArTe you acquainted with the parents of the cizildren?

To what extert do you take part in community activities?

LEad you lived in the country before teaching in the rural
schools? Salary Cost of room and board

Jhat recreation d you have?




What grades do you teach?

Humber in each grade:

First Second Third Fourth
kifth Sizth Zeventi Zigkth
Nineth Yentn =leventh Twelfthn

Nationality of pupils?

To vhat extent 4o children stay out to work?

Number of recitations per day what special sub ects

are taught?

Are books end supplies furnished?

To what extent 4o you combine classes?
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Social survey
4lamosa County, Colorado

Church Section

Mame of church Denomination
Membership: Iale_  ; Female _ ; l.ales under 10 years___ __ ;
Females under ten years  ; Lales 10 to 15___ ferales
10 to 15 ; lales 16 to 21__ __ ; Females 16 %o 21 .
Increase in male menbership during year 1926 .
v " female " " " 1926 .
Deeréase in male membership during year 1926__ .
Decrease in female " . " 1926 .

Humber becoming members during year by conversion 0r bap-

tism--male_; female_ _  ; by letter or statement--
male ; female .

Number withdrawn by death--male ; femsgle  ; by
letter--male ; female__ ~ ; by expulsion--male __  ;

femsale .
Humber of families in the church, each head belonging to

sane church ; each belonging to different churches

; only the mother or wife belonging ; only the

father or husband belonging ; neither belonging

Servicges: HNumber per month ; midweek prayer service

b4

held ; number of revivals per year - result of

’

revivals




Other services wrovided by churcn: tresining courses

; conventions ; Lectures ;

’

~ducational short courses ; sntertainment other tran

social

Social Orgsnizetions: ILien's women's

Ladies Aid ; eture of social activities

Church debt: amount

Indicate progress forword

backward static

Church attendance: Sunday school, union or derominational

l-.,J

; enrolliment uander 21 ; over 2

L

average sttendance under 21 ; Qver 21 ; average
collection per year ; avelage current exrenses per

b

year .

Young People's leetings: .Lttendance ; ilnterest ;

social activities

Pastor: 1live in community ; salary ; 20w 1s selery

raised number in family .

Parsonage: material ; nDo.awber of rooms ; valuation

; conditions .
Church building: material ; Size ; Seating
capacity ; nurnber of roows ; condition of

building ; valuation of church property
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Equipment: piano : kind of heat : kind of light
; toilet, indoor ; outdoor ; cemetary

ad jacent ; jJanitor service .

Remarks; (list any addit ional informsastion not called for

above.)

1inRany &2 rur
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