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The Concert Band welcomes you to our opening concert of the season! Tonight, we hope 

you enjoy our presentation of music that celebrates the forces, patterns, and places that 

shape our world.

We also invite you to join us for our final concert of the season, Of the People, celebrating 

music and composers whose voices, stories, and experiences unite us. This concert features 

works by Pierre LaPlante, Michael Markowski, and Michele Fernández. Please join us at the 

UCA alongside graduate conductor Cameron Honnen and the students of the CSU Concert 

Band, on Monday, May 4 at 7:30 P.M. 

NOTES ON THE PROGRAM

Refractions (2023)

KEVIN POELKING (b. 1988)

Duration: 3 minutes

Refraction | ri’frakʃ(ə)n | noun [mass noun]

Physics - the fact or phenomenon of light, radio waves, etc. being deflected in passing 

obliquely through the interface between one medium and another or through a medium of 

varying density.

Change in direction of propagation of any wave as a result of its travelling at different speeds 

at different points along the wave front.

— from Oxford Languages

— program note by the composer

Rising from the Earth (2025)

ADRIAN SIMS (b. 2000)

Duration: 4 minutes

Rising from the Earth is inspired by natural landscapes and “superstructures”, in particular 

the massive rock formations that form the tallest mountains on Earth. Sims likens the shifting, 

colliding motion of tectonic plates to the opening notes of the piece. The sustains in low 



brass are similarly set in motion, progressing slowly, but unrelentingly. The early French 

horn solo introduces the primary theme laced throughout the work; this theme is built with 

ascending fragments, climbing higher and higher with each iteration. The contour of the 

piece follows the natural rise and fall of a mountain range in the horizon. Moments of calm 

build into volcanic eruptions as the tempo and concurrent layers reach impressive heights, 

concluding with a destructive, grooving finale.

Lookfar: Chorale for Ursula (2021)

JAMES M. DAVID (b. 1978)

Duration: 6 minutes

​Lookfar: Chorale for Ursula is inspired by the imaginative works of Ursula K. LeGuin, one of 

America’s greatest authors of science fiction, fantasy, and young adult fiction who passed 

away in 2018. “Lookfar” is the name of a small boat used by the protagonist of A Wizard of 

Earthsea who sails to the many islands and exotic ports of LeGuin’s novels. Her works, the 

Earthsea books in particular, are remarkable to me for their depth of feeling and humanity 

as well as an undying sense of hope and optimism. My short chorale is a loving tribute to 

little Lookfar and its lonely passenger, struggling to find his way in a sprawling sea filled with 

terrors, wonders, and joys.

— program note by the composer

Aces of the Air (1942/2011)

KARL KING (b. 1891/d. 1971)

arr. JAMES SWEARINGEN (b. 1947)

Duration: 3 minutes

 

In 1910, at the age of nineteen, Aaron Karl Lawrence King became a circus musician (as a 

baritone player) in the bands for Robinson’s Famous Circus, the Yankee Robinson Circus, 

the Sells Floto Circus, and Barnum and Bailey’s “Greatest Show On Earth.” Throughout his 

career, King composed over 291 works, including 185 marches, 22 overtures, 12 galops, and 

29 waltzes. Additionally, he wrote fight songs for various American universities and published 

11 volumes of music. Aces of the Air was originally composed in 1942, during the time that Karl 

L. King was bandleader of the Fort Dodge band (later renamed the Karl L. King Municipal Band 

in his honor). This piece is a standard band march that highlights the woodwinds, the brass, 

and the percussion at various times. As is common with marches, alterations have been made 

to add excitement to this arrangement. We hope you enjoy this unique take on Aces of the Air.



Red River Railroad (2025)

JARROD HALL (b. 1991)

Duration: 5 minutes

The Red River is a major body of water in the United States that runs along the Texas-

Oklahoma border. This piece celebrates the sesquicentennial of Denison, Texas, a city with 

deep ties to both the Red River and the Missouri-Kansas-Texas (MKT) Railroad Depot. This 

work honors these defining landmarks, weaving them into a musical narrative that reflects 

Denison’s unique heritage and its role as a hub of trade and travel in the region. Drawing 

inspiration from both water and steel, Red River Railroad contains two major sections. It 

opens with a horn solo that depicts the peaceful, yet powerful flow of the Red River. The 

music then progresses into a lively, rhythmic section that captures the bustling sounds of the 

railroad that supplies the pulse of a growing town. The contrast between the tranquil river 

theme and the vigorous train section underscores Denison’s transformation from a riverside 

settlement to a thriving railroad town, marking the historical and cultural importance of both 

the Red River and the MKT Railroad to the city’s identity. 

— program note by the composer

How to Train Your Dragon (2010)

JOHN POWELL (b. 1963)

arr. SEAN O’LOUGHLIN (b. 1972)

Duration: 5 minutes

Featuring soaring melodies, driving rhythms, and rich orchestral color, How to Train Your 

Dragon captures the epic spirit and heartfelt emotion of the beloved animated film. John 

Powell’s Academy Award nominated score blends Celtic-inspired themes with bold cinematic 

writing to depict the journey of Hiccup and his dragon, Toothless. This arrangement weaves 

together several of the film’s central themes, contrasting expansive, lyrical passages with 

energetic rhythmic sections and highlighting shifting textures and dynamics that mirror the 

story’s sense of flight, tension, and discovery.
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DR. CHRISTINA HERMAN is an instructor of music at Colorado State 

University where she teaches music education courses, conducts the 

CSU Concert Band, and serves as one of the program directors for 

the CSU Middle School Outreach Ensemble and Trying-on-Teaching 

programs. Prior to this appointment, she served as an associate 

instructor of music education at Indiana University where she taught 

undergraduate music education courses, directed the Young Winds 

program, and conducted research with the IU Music and Mind Lab.

Dr. Herman currently serves as the editorial assistant for the Journal of Research in Music 

Education, and her research interests include teacher identities, student agency in music 

classrooms, and collaborative learning and teaching approaches. Her work has most recently 

been published in Psychology of Music, the Bulletin for the Council of Research in Music 

Education, and the Music Educators Journal. 

Grounded in her belief that research should meaningfully inform teaching practice, Dr. 

Herman remains actively engaged in all facets of music education. She is an active clinician, 

conductor, and educator for concert and marching ensembles at the secondary and university 

levels and participates in the drum and bugle corps activity, continually bridging scholarship 

and practice in her work with students and teachers. 

Prior to her university teaching, Dr. Herman taught middle school and high school band in 

South Carolina. She holds music degrees from Furman University, Colorado State University, 

and Indiana University. 

 

DAVID DAVIS, originally from Boise Idaho, currently serves as 

a graduate teaching assistant at CSU where he assists with all 

aspects of a comprehensive band program and as guest conductor 

with the Wind Symphony, Symphonic Band, Concert Band, and 

Tuba-Euphonium ensemble. In addition, he works with the CSU 

Marching Band, Presidential Pep Band, and Rampage Pep Band. 

His primary conducting teachers include Dr. Rebecca Phillips and 

Professor Marcellus Brown. Mr. Davis has performed internationally in Spain, England, 

France, Switzerland, Germany, and Austria. During their 2024 tour of Spain, Mr. Davis guest 

conducted the CSU Wind Symphony at the Conservatorio Superior de Música de Málaga. Mr. 

Davis has participated in several workshops, receiving instruction from Dr. Michael Votta, Dr. 

Andrea Brown, retired Col. Jason Fettig, Professor Jerry Junkin, and Dr. Dennis Llinas. 



Mr. Davis earned a Bachelor of Music in Music Education, graduating with honors from 

Boise State University. During his undergraduate years he performed with the Symphonic 

Winds and All-Campus Band. He was a member of the BSU Blue Thunder Marching Band 

in their sousaphone section, served in multiple leadership positions, and was selected for 

the 2019 Living Legacy Award for distinguished service. His final year he was a soloist in the 

exhibition performance at the District 3 Mel Shelton marching competition. He has traveled 

and performed with the Seattle Cascades drum and bugle corps during their 2018 season as 

well as with Boise’s first independent WGI winds group, Armada Winds. 

After graduating from Boise State in 2019, Mr. Davis was director of bands at Middleton High 

School in Idaho where he taught the wind ensemble, symphonic band, jazz band, and athletic 

bands. During his tenure, the bands consistently received high ratings at district festivals. 

Under his direction, the program collaborated with community and collegiate ensembles and 

had strong representation in local and regional events. The Middleton High School band was 

invited to performed in Logan, Utah for the Music in the Parks Festival in 2022. 

Mr. Davis has been active as a performer on both clarinet and tuba. At BSU he studied clarinet 

under Dr. Leslie Moreau. His private instructors for tuba include Professor Adam Snider, Dr. 

Bill Waterman, Dr. Christopher Bloom, and Dr. Brian Sugrue. In Spring 2025, he performed 

internationally with the CSU Wind Symphony (tuba) on their concert tour of Spain (Madrid, 

Granada, and Malaga). In 2024, he collaborated with the BSU Tuba-Euphonium ensemble 

at the International Tuba Euphonium Association regional conference in Eugene, Oregon. 

He has performed on tuba with the Brass Band of the Treasure Valley under the direction of 

Dr. Bill Waterman and the Treasure Valley Concert Band under Professor Marcellus Brown. 

Additionally, Mr. Davis was also invited to guest conduct at the TVCB closing concert during 

the 2024 Boise Music Week. 

Mr. Davis current professional affiliations include the National Band Association and the 

College Band Directors National Association. From 2021 to 2023, Mr. Davis served as 

president of the Treasure Valley Honor Meet, a group created in the 1970’s to provide 

smaller programs, outside the immediate Boise area, with the opportunity to play in a large 

ensemble. As a high school director, he served on marching band committees for the District 

3 Idaho Music Educators Association. 



AMANDA MANNING, originally from Boise, Idaho, is in her first year as 

a Graduate Teaching Assistant at Colorado State University, pursuing 

a Master’s degree in Instrumental Conducting. At CSU, she assists 

with the administration of a comprehensive band program, including 

teaching, recruiting, and operational activities. She has been a guest 

conductor with the CSU Symphonic Band and is scheduled to be a 

guest conductor of the CSU Wind Symphony. In addition, she assists 

with the Colorado State University Marching Band, Presidential Pep Band, and the Rampage 

Basketball Band.

From 2022–2025, she was the director of bands at Springville High School in Springville, 

Utah, where she led the Jazz Bands, Concert Bands, Percussion Ensemble, Pep Band, and 

Marching Band. During her time at Springville, she expanded the size of the band program 

and added a second Jazz Band. In addition, she co-directed the Symphony Orchestra and Pit 

Orchestra. Under her direction, the Wind Symphony was consistently selected to participate 

in the State Band Festival, and performed at the BYU Music for All Concert Band Festival in 

2024 and 2025. The Marching Band also took 3rd place at the Red Rocks State Marching 

Band Competition in 2024.

Manning won Teacher of the Year from the American Legion at the district, region, and 

state levels in 2023. In 2025, she was asked to serve on a leadership discussion panel for 

the National Association for Music Education Sierra Summit Leadership Conference in Las 

Vegas, Nevada alongside the current NAfME President, Deborah Confredo. Manning is also 

a co-founder and former director of the Art City Community Band in Springville, and served 

as the Utah Music Educators Association Social Media Manager and State Band Manager 

from 2024–2025.

In 2021, Manning graduated with a Bachelors of Music in Music Education from Brigham 

Young University, where she was President of the BYU CNAfME chapter. As President of 

the BYU Wind Symphony, she won the BYU Robert Sauer award for performance, service, 

and esprit de corps. She also performed on tour with the Wind Symphony across the state 

of Texas, including performances in Dallas, San Antonio, Houston, and Austin. As a section 

leader in the marching band, she performed at the Las Vegas Bowl and Idaho Potato Bowl. 

She also was an on-call saxophonist for the Timpanogos Big Band. While attending BYU she 

was awarded several school of music scholarships, school of education scholarships, and 

academic scholarships.

Manning has studied conducting with Dr. Donald Peterson (BYU), Dr. Kirt Saville (BYU), and 



Dr. Rebecca Phillips (CSU). She has also worked with retired Colonel Jason Fettig, Alfred 

Dentino, Damon Talley, Michael Haithcock, Edward Cumming, Adam Lambert, Professor 

Jerry Junkin, Dr. Richard Floyd, and Dr. Mallory Thompson. She studied piano with Steven 

Slaughter from 2003 to 2015 and with Dr. Robin Hancock (BYU) in 2020. As a saxophonist, 

Manning has studied with Rodney Zuroeveste (BSU), Dr. Ray Smith (BYU), Daron Bradford 

(BYU), and Professor Peter Sommer (CSU). She won 3rd place and 1st place at the Idaho State 

Solo competition in 2014 and 2015, respectively. In addition, she was a member of the Idaho 

All State Band in 2014 and 2015.

Manning has served as a Music Chair, pianist, and chorister in her church congregation, and 

served a full time service mission for her church from 2016-2018. In her very rare spare time, 

she loves playing pickleball, riding rollercoasters, and spending time with her husband, Chad.
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