
Dear Colleagues:

We are delighted to announce the appointment of Dr. Randall McEntaffer as the
next Dean of the College of Natural Sciences, effective July 1, 2026.

Dr. McEntaffer joins us from The Pennsylvania State University, where he
currently serves as Department Head and Professor of Astronomy and
Astrophysics in the Eberly College of Sciences, with joint appointments in Physics
and Materials Science and Engineering. He is a distinguished researcher and
administrator with a proven record of accomplishment for driving innovation,
fostering interdisciplinary partnerships, leading with a collaborative spirit, and
having a passion for educating the next generation of scientists.

Dr. McEntaffer earned his Ph.D. in Astrophysics from the University of Colorado,
Boulder, making this a homecoming of sorts. His research focuses on the design,
fabrication, and implementation of X-ray optics for space-based spectrometers,
involving collaborations with NASA, and he brings a wealth of experience in
nanotechnology and materials science. Currently, he is a leader in high-resolution
soft X-ray spectroscopy research and a strong proponent of interdisciplinary
science, bridging astrophysics, optics, and engineering. 

Dr. McEntaffer is the ideal visionary leader to propel Colorado State University
and the College of Natural Sciences into an exciting future. At Penn State, he has
demonstrated leadership in both research and education, leading high-visibility
NASA technology development efforts and earning honors such as the
Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers (PECASE). Dr.
McEntaffer is also deeply committed to inclusive excellence, leading outreach
programs designed to provide STEM research opportunities to underrepresented
students. 

He was named a Penn State Teaching and Learning with Technology Faculty
Fellow in 2020, for which he led a team to incorporate virtual-reality-based
lessons into introductory astronomy courses at Penn State. His awards and
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honors also include being named a University of Iowa Scholar of the Year in 2015,
a National Academy of Sciences Kavli Fellow in 2014, and a NASA Nancy Grace
Roman Technology Fellow in 2011.

We extend a special thank you to Dr. Jacob Roberts, who has provided
outstanding leadership as interim CNS dean since Oct. 2024. Dr. Roberts will
continue to serve in this role until Dr. McEntaffer’s arrival. We also express our
gratitude to search committee chair Kjerstin Thorson, professor and dean of the
College of Liberal Arts, and the entire search committee for leading a highly
competitive national search. Finally, our appreciation to the CSU community for
your active engagement and valuable feedback in this process.

Please join us in welcoming Dr. McEntaffer back to Colorado and into our Ram
community!

Sincerely,

Amy Parsons
President

Lise M. Youngblade
Interim Provost and Executive Vice President

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT | COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY | SEND AN
EMAIL

Colorado State University
600 Hughes Way, Fort Collins, Colorado, 80523-6025 United States

You were sent this email due to your affiliation with Colorado State University as a student, faculty member,
or employee. You may view the Central University Administrative Email Listservs Policy here.

5/26/26, 1:27 PM view.communications.colostate.edu/?vawpToken=NVVJKOJFOMXE3HYDA5F6YN3SWQ.120043

view.communications.colostate.edu/?vawpToken=NVVJKOJFOMXE3HYDA5F6YN3SWQ.120043 2/2

http://click.communications.colostate.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4ODh9AAwAAAAAALlStv2vxMxOgImdkVM-OzJzV7AoStlaN7EtGbeY_U__EOK2s9AB3b4FsiPLfoY_hpDFs2-rNVzCIbN1k9ZyjQLPQ_2OMUWzENrf-8aB
http://click.communications.colostate.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4ODh9AAwAAAAAALlStv2vxMxOgImdkVM-OzJzV7AoStlaN7EtGbeY_U__EOK2s9AB3b4FsiPLfoY_hpDFs2-rNVzCIbN1k9ZyjQLPQ_2OMUWzENrf-8aB
http://click.communications.colostate.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4ODh9AAwAAAAAALlStv2wQVcVtkuuawuyqRGu6_QbaIqdZdpp8Ie-HoXh2xQTVcqCnuxQy3hQthv5uvztg9HsXZSW1q3wORmZz5KlON8quG_5h3Jn1L6V
http://click.communications.colostate.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4ODh9AAwAAAAAALlStv2wQVcVtkuuawuyqRGu6_QbaIqdZdpp8Ie-HoXh2xQTVcqCnuxQy3hQthv5uvztg9HsXZSW1q3wORmZz5KlON8quG_5h3Jn1L6V
http://click.communications.colostate.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4ODh9AAwAAAAAALlStv2xZGhFrph4smgx489hDrAJYYdm7rxgBEtIv0LsOS8-DonYSZgOFlXlTckdDhXpQHD7Vo91gpl_sX3La8VaW7-ofCB32EUD8Io1
http://click.communications.colostate.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4ODh9AAwAAAAAALlStv2xZGhFrph4smgx489hDrAJYYdm7rxgBEtIv0LsOS8-DonYSZgOFlXlTckdDhXpQHD7Vo91gpl_sX3La8VaW7-ofCB32EUD8Io1
http://click.communications.colostate.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4ODh9AAwAAAAAALlStv2yPk20LEnKWp16BIy-tVD0NqQmhv_jqTMF4Agb4JAumQJPJbxxgTmVmFpE-KOshuMoQaswF8uqY9IaRWUGHSE5X_BoDCpc4MB9
http://click.communications.colostate.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4ODh9AAwAAAAAALlStv2zzEBanGaT2__R28VLusZeTmQeeutbmGtgGGmPZq961Ox9DiX7DK-xy-3hiBC_NTeeKSLA3A7S2uRlKlYHzVCYNSLyabod8aaB
mailto:presofc@colostate.edu?subject=
mailto:presofc@colostate.edu?subject=
http://click.communications.colostate.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4ODh9AAwAAAAAALlStv20lzBO_u7bAKKyoTN9Jl8eOcGND3r9GSWeVPwpmG9wFVjNMakjgm8gccz922REfjBNp6jG6VAZSO1ru_owy4_uUp7T6XOUXwN3

