FOREST
SERVICE

Wildfire Mitigation

9769 West 119th Drive
Broomfield, Colorado 80021
Office: (303) 465-9043
FAX: (303) 465-9048

January 3, 2004

Michele Steinberg

Firewise Communities USA
NFPA

1 Batterymarch Park
Quincy, MA 02169

RE: Firewise Communities USA - Windcliff, CO
Dear Michele,

Attached you will find the 2005 renewal application for the community of Windcliff in
Colorado. Please send renewal information and materials to Wendy McCartney as listed
in the certification portion of the application.

Thanks for your attention to this application. Hope 2005 treats you well. Let me know if
you have any questions. I can be reached at 303.404.9057.

Regards,

£ LB

Scott Woods
Asst. Project Forester

Enc.

CC: Wendy McCartney
Judy Serby



FIREWISE OMMUNITIES/USA REN@WAL FORM

Complete this form and submit it to your Firewise State Liaison no later than December 31. The Firewise State Liaison must
receive event documentation and plan revisions in order for Firewise processing to occur. Firewise Communities/USA
participants are given credit for work completed during the calendar year. If your state has no Firewise State Liaison, contact
FirewiseUSA@aol.com for mailing instructions.

The community of Windcliff — Estes Park, state of Colorado, hereby applies to renew its participation
in the Firewise Communities/USA recognition program for the year 2005. The community has
maintained the five Firewise Communities/USA recognition program standards.

MAINTAINED A FIREWISE BOARD
List Board members and fire agency representative(s), meeting dates, and the address, phone number and e-mail of Board President.

, Board Members Meeting Dates
Board PresidentJoseph \Walsh - P e
3434.D Eaglecliff Circle Drive ud Duryea anuary 7,
Estes Park -CQ.80517.8118 Charles Skeldon April 7, 2004
Phone Numher 970-586-4727 July 1, 2004
E-mail Addtess firemanj@charter net November 7, 2004
INVESTED AT LEAST $2/CAPITA IN FIREWISE PROJECTS
Total Firewise expenditures, including equipment and volunteer hours $_24,000
Number of residents in community 310

CREATED A FIREWISE PLAN
Check one:
© The community plan remains unchanged and is still in effect.
(O The plan has been changed. A copy of the revised plan has been submitted to the state forestry
representative.

HELD A FIREWISE DAY

Date of Firewise Day: ___ June 29" Cleanup Day 28 people volunteered. July 4" Picnic with 89 people in attendance

Describe the activity, including date, time, number of people attending and location

(Provide hard copies of any publicity, programs, news coverage and/or other supporting information to the state Firewise representative.)

Submitted by Chairperson — Firewise Board (name) Joseph Walsh

E-mail address firemanj@charter.net Date 12/18/2004

Please provide the following information:

Community Fire Chief State Forestry Contact

Name Scott Dorman Name Wendy McCartney

Address PO Box 1200 Address 5075 Campus Delivery, CSU

City/State/Zip Estes Park, CO. 80517 City/State/Zip Fort Collins, CO. 80523-5075

Telephone 970-577-0900 Telephone 970-491-8660

E-mail E-mail wmccart@lamar.colostate.edu
CERTIFICATION

(to be completed by state forester)

The state forestry office has reviewed the application of the above-named community and determined it has met the five
Firewise standards of achievement in wildfire mitigation. Therefore, this applicant should be designated as a Firewise
Communities/USA participant for the current calendar year.

Signed 74),{/0\./&4 K WL//A//EA:;I// Date /2%24/04—

Céca # Jeoals )
Person in state forester s office who should receive recognition material:

Name W{W Mo&m‘w/) Address __(amgpf Dedives 5075, Lo 2«7"5%?1’”1} =
Title Forciiti— City, State, Zip _" ferd Colbing. (p " 0523 ¥

Agency _ (plpiado Jt#te bpret Jewice Phone# 9 7p-44]- 38339
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WINDCCLIFF PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOC.,, Inc
Fire Mitigation Committee

—
<

Dear WPOA Member: February 8, 2004

As we indicated in our January 31, 2004 information letter, Mike Babler , Regional Forester for CSFS,
has been helpful again by providing a list of representative spraying contractors located within the
Northern Colorado Front Range (See attached). The entities are listed with the Colorado State
Department of Agriculture as of January, 2004 and are “spray applicators “for Larimer County. Mike
cautions that potential users should contact the Department of Agriculture directly (303/239-4146) to
determine specific information concerning licenses and insurance.

As a reminder, it is certainly prudent to determine why you are spraying (reaction or prevention), what
you are spraying (tree species inventory), what you are spraying for (specific infestation), when is the
most effective time of the year to spray and how often. Recall that Mike has supplied a significant
amount of reference material for your use and can be available for a pre-scheduled and accompanied
walk through on or about May 8, 2004.

Our objective continues to be a safer and an environmentally healthier Windcliff.
Regards,

Joe, Chuck and Bud

WPOA Fire Mitigation Committee*

e Joe Walsh @ 970/586-4727
e Chuck Skeldon @ 970/577-8328
e Bud Duryea @ 970/586-0282



Licensed Spray Applicator for Larimer County
Current as of 1/2004. Users should check with the businesses directly to determine if all
licenses and insurance are current.

Arborworks Tree Care
(970) 221-1287
WWW._reeserve.com

Fort Collins Tree Care
(970) 484-3084

Fine Tree Service
(970) 377-2851

Lawngevity Landscaping
Nutrition Specialists
(970) 221-2595

Alpine Tree Company Inc.
(970) 223-4597

Kincaid Tree Surgery Co.
200 Air Park Dr.

Fort Collins, CO 80522
(970) 484-8733

L & M Enterprises Inc.
Berthoud, CO
(303) 442-7401

Mill Brothers Landscaping & Nursery Inc.

6121 E. Harmony Rd.
Fort Collins, CO 80528
(970) 493-3883

Nitro — Green

PO Box 881
Longmont, CO 80502
(303) 678-0990

Nitro — Green Fort Collins/Loveland
PO Box 948

Fort Collins, CO 80522

(970) 223-8341

Paratex Colorado Inc.
PO Box 1327
Loveland, CO 80539
(970) 669-2085

St. Vrain Arbor Care, LLC
7917 Plateau Rd.
Longmont, CO 80503
(303) 772-3136

Timberjax Tree Experts, Inc.
(970) 532-0511

Tree Care Unlimited
PO Box 5351
Greeley, CO 80631
(970) 330-5300



Colorado State Forest Service
Fort Collins District

Memorandum

TO: Scott Woods
CC: Tom Ostermann

FROM: Mike Babler’%/

DATE: March 23, 2004

SUBJECT: Windcliff Property Owners Association, FireWise Community
Application

Enclosed is an application for designation as a FireWise Community for Windcliff
POA, Estes Park, CO. As you know Larimer County Wildfire Mitigation officer,
Tony Simons, as well as CSFS employees have recently been working with this
organization, awarding grants and assisting with projects. It is interesting to
recognize that Windcliff has been interested in Fire Protection and Forest
Management for many years with a plan developed in 1991. This is an example of a
community that has taken positive steps over time to address the fuels and forest
condition. I believe they meet all the national requirements for designation as a
FireWise Community



Dave Farmer . .

From: Joseph Walsh [firemanj@charter.net]
Sent:  Sunday, November 28, 2004 9:39 AM
To: Tony Simons

Subject: Windcliff Members Meeting

Tony: I'm not sure if you are back from your trip or not. If you are | hope it was great. Our annual members meeting will be
December 28th at the Holiday Inn. They have scheduled you for 9:30 am. Hope this works for you. Let me know. Joe Walsh

11/29/2004



Windclitt recognize

Thanks to years of
hard work and the
dedication of some

stes Park resi-
‘ents, the Windcliff
subdivision has
received Firewise
Communities/USA
designation, making
it one of only 58 com-
munities nationwide
and the third in Col-
orado to receive such
recognition.

Firewise Commu-
nities/USA is a
nationwide initiative
that recognizes com-
munities for taking
action to protect peo-
ple and properties

rom the risk of fire

) the wildland-urban interface.
‘his program is of special interest
to small communities and neighbor-
hood associations that want to miti-
gate wildfire hazards because it
allows them to adopt and imple-
ment programs tailored to meet
their needs. Communities develop
the programs themselves with coop-
erative assistance from state
forestry agencies and local fire

staff.

“Achieving Fire-
wise recognition is
not a quick or easy
process,” said Jim
Smalley, manager
of the Firewise
Communities/USA
program. “Windecliff
has done an out-
standing job of cre-
ating a local
Firewise Task
Force and imple-
menting Firewise
principles. By
preparing homes,
structures and
landscapes before a
wildfire occurs,
Windcliff has dra-
matically increased
the chance that homes and struc-
tures will be protected when a wild-
fire occurs.

Joe Walsh and Charles Skeldon,
Windecliff residents who often are
the driving force behind efforts to
mitigate wildfire hazards in the
subdivision, enlisted the help of
Tony Simons, Larimer County wild-
fire safety specialist, and Mike
Hughes, assistant district forester,

das

CHes Pam
Tri Gazetie

Firewise

Photo by Scott Sticha

From left, Chuck Skeldon, Windcliff;, Wendy McCartney, Colorado State
Forest Service, Tony Simons, Larimer County Wildfire Safety Specialist,
Scott Dorman, Estes Park Fire Chief, Joe Walsh, Windcliff.

Colorado State Forest Service—Fort
Collins district, to conduct a wild-
fire hazard assessment and develop
a plan to address safety concerns.
Residents then worked together to
imnlement the nlan

fire Protection Plan to further pro-

tect their subdivision, which is bor-
dered by Rocky Mountain National

Park and national forest land. They
hope it will serve as a model for the
entire Estes Valleyv community.
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“*Windchiff residents have made
the protection of their homes and
the surrounding forestland a priori-
ty and are certainly deserving of
this recognition,” said Wendy
McCartney, forester, Colorado State
Forest Service—Fort Collins Dis-
trict. “Not only have they been suc-
cessful in developing an ambitious
mitigation program, they have set
an example for other subdivisions
in the Estes Valley and throughout
Colorado.

To receive Firewise Communi-
ties/USA designation, the Windcliff
subdivision completed the following
five program requirements: They
conducted vegetation and fuels mit-
igation in various locations within
the subdivision on a semi-annual
basis; worked with local and county
fire and/or forestry agencies to
remove flammable vegetation from
around their homes and other
neighborhood structures; created
and distributed fire mitigation
information to all property owners;
hosted an information table at their
annual July 4 picnic; and attended
numerous community meetings and
seminars to better educate them-
selves about fire mitigation issues.

In addition, Windecliff formed a
three-member Firewise board,
including Walsh, Skeldon and Bud
Duryea. And residents spent
$35,000, including 600 hours of vol-
unteer time, to thin trees and
remove slash.

They currently are working on a
comprehensive Community Wild-

TRAIL PLUS

Firewise program

Communities at risk from wild-
fires can work with local forestry
and wildfire safety professionals to
earn Firewise Communities/USA
designation by meeting the follow-
Ing criteria:

* Enlist help from a wildland-
urban interface specialist to com-
plete a community assessment and
create a plan that identifies
agreed-upon achievable solutions
for implementation by the commu-
nity.

* Sponsor a local Firewise Task
Force Committee, Commission or
Department to maintain the Fire-
wise Communities/USA Program
and track its progress or status.

* Observe a Firewise Communi-
ties/USA Day annually that is dedi-
cated to a local Firewise project.

* [nvest a minimum of $2 per
capita annually in local Firewise
projects. Work by municipal
employees or volunteers using
municipal and other equipment can
be included, as can state/federal
grants dedicated to that purpose.

* Submit an annual report to
Firewise Communities/USA that
documents continuing compliance
with the program.

For more information, visit
www.firewise.org/usa or contact
Scott Woods, Firewise Communi-
ties/USA Program coordinator for
Colorado, at
scotwood@lamar.colostate.edu.

December 31, 2004



Windclif@ubdivision
Receives Firewise

Communities/USA
Designation

Thanks to years of hard work and the
dedication of some Estes Park residents,
the Windcliff subdivision has received
Firewise Communities/USA designation,
making it one of only 58 communities
nationwide and the third in Colorado to
receive such recognition.

Firewise Communities/USA is a nation-
wide initiative that recognizes communities
for taking action to protect people and
properties from the risk of fire in the wild-
land-urban interface. This program is of
special interest to small communities and
neighborhood associations that want to
mitigate wildfire hazards because it allows
them to adopt and implement programs tai-
lored to meet their needs. Communities
develop the programs themselves with
cooperative assistance from state forestry
agencies and local fire staff.

“Achieving Firewise recognition is not a
quick or easy process,” said Jim Smalley,
manager of the Firewise
Communities/USA program. “Windcliff
has done an outstanding job of creating a
local Firewise Task Force and implement-
ing Firewise principles. By preparing
homes, structures and landscapes before a
wildfire occurs, Windcliff has dramatically
increased the chance that homes and struc-
tures will be protected when a wildfire
occurs.

Joe Walsh and Charles Skeldon, Windcliff
residents who often are the driving force
behind efforts to mitigate wildfire hazards
in the subdivision, enlisted the help of
Tony Simons, Larimer County wildfire
safety specialist, and Mike Hughes, assis-
tant district forester, Colorado State Forest
Service—Fort Collins district, to conduct a
wildfire hazard assessment and develop a
plan to address safety concerns. Residents
then worked together to implement the
plan.

“Windcliff residents have made the pro-
tection of their homes and the surrounding
forestland a priority and are certainly
deserving of this recognition,” said Wendy
McCartney, forester, Colorado State Forest
Service—Fort Collins District. “Not only
have they been successful in developing an
ambitious mitigation program, they have
set an example for other subdivisions in the

Estes Valley and thr,oul Colorado.
e

To receive Firewise Communities/USA
designation, the Windcliff subdivision
completed the following five program
requirements: They conducted vegetation
and fuels mitigation in various locations
within the subdivision on a semi-annual
basis; worked with local and county fire
and/or forestry agencies to remove flam-
mable vegetation from around their homes
and other neighborhood structures; created
and distributed fire mitigation information
to all property owners; hosted an informa-
tion table at their annual July 4 picnic; and
attended numerous community meetings
and seminars to better educate
themselves about fire mitigation issues.

In addition, Windcliff formed a three-
member Firewise board, including Walsh,
Skeldon and Bud Duryea. And residents
spent $35,000, including 600 hours of vol-
unteer time, to thin trees and remove
slash.

They currently are working on a compre-
hensive Community Wildfire Protection
Plan to further protect their subdivision,
which is bordered by Rocky Mountain
National Park and national forest land.
They hope it will serve as a model for the
entire Estes Valley community.

Communities at risk from wildfires can
work with local forestry and wildfire safe-
ty professionals to earn Firewise
Communities/USA designation by meeting
the following criteria:

« Enlist help from a wildland-urban inter-
face specialist to complete a community
assessment and create a plan that identi-
fies agreed-upon achievable solutions for
implementation by the community.

* Sponsor a local Firewise Task Force
Committee, Commission or Department to
maintain the Firewise Communities/USA
Program and track its progress or status.

* Observe a Firewise Communities/USA
Day annually that is dedicated to a local
Firewise project.

* Invest a minimum of $2 per capita annu-
ally in local Firewise projects. Work by
municipal employees or volunteers using
municipal and other equipment can be
included, as can state/federal grants dedi-
cated to that purpose.

* Submit an annual report to Firewise
Communities/USA that documents contin-
uing compliance with the program.

For more information, visit www.fire-
wise.org/usa or contact Scott Woods,
Firewise Communities/USA Program
coordinator for Colorado, at
scotwood @lamar.colostate.edu.
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Estes Park NEWS Friday, December 31, 2004

Photo L to R Chuck Skeldon, Windcliff; Wendy McCartney, Colorado State Forest Service,
Tony Simons, Larimer County Wildfire Safety Specialist, Scott Dorman, Estes Park Fire
Chief and Joe Walsh, Windcliff.

According to Scott Stitcha, Fire Education/Prevention/Information Specialist from Rocky
Mountain National Park, “Windcliff has done an exceptional job in becoming FireWise and
they are only the third community to get this award in Colorado. Maybe someday in the
future, Estes Park as a whole will receive this award.”
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Estes subdivision is wise
to fire threat

By Monte Whaley
Denver Post Staff Writer

Estes Park -
Living under the
lush shadow of
Rocky Mountain
National Park,
residents of the
Windcliff
subdivision rarely
worried that
wildfires would
flicker at their
heels.

Post / Hyoung Chang

Joseph Walsh, right, a retired deputy fire chief
from lllinois, helped organize the Windcliff
subdivision’s wildfire mitigation work. He appears
on a hill in the subdivision with fellow resident
Joseph Walsh Chuck Skeldon.
remembered how
all that changed in the summer of 2002, when
drought-fed fires scorched 600,000 acres, including

huge chunks of the Front Range.

"You looked out the windows here, and all you could
see was haze from the fires," said Walsh, a retired
deputy fire chief from Illinois and a Windcliff
resident. "And then the fires closed a trail in Rocky
Mountain Park.

"That really helped get people going a little bit."

Walsh helped start a committee that began
organizing residents to take preventive action by
cutting down old, dead limbs and underbrush that
could fuel wildfires. The group also got Larimer
County wildfire managers out to talk to neighbors
about wildfire protection.

The effort has
Advertisement
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resulted in
residents
spending
$35,000,
including 600
hours of
volunteer
time, to thin
. trees and
remove

With winter fares this [AEAEE
low, why hibernate?

. Now, the 113-
home

¥ Windcliff
community is
a national
example of how to protect homes and property from
wildland fires.

Windcliff is one of only three communities in
Colorado to get a Firewise Communities/USA
Program designation.

Firewise Communities/USA Program is a nationwide
initiative that recognizes communities for taking
action to protect people and property from the risk of
fire in areas where wildland and homes intersect,
said Jim Smalley, manager of the Firewise
Communities/USA program.

"By preparing homes, structures and landscapes
before a wildfire occurs, Windcliff has dramatically
increased the chance that homes and others
structures will be protected when a wildfire occurs,"
Smalley said.

Walsh built his home in Wind- cliff 10 years ago.

The toughest job, he said, was convincing other
residents that having so many trees around a
mountain home may one day bring a fire to their
doorstep.

"People here love the trees," Walsh said.

But when the wildfires seemingly engulfed much of
the Colorado two years ago, the convincing became
a lot easier.

"It really became a call to arms to prevent fires,"
Walsh said.

Fire officials said it's unusual that so many members
of a community have come together over fire

http://www.denverpost.com/Stories/0,1413,36~53~2632814,00.html
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mitigation.

"Not only have they (Windcliff residents) been
successful in developing an ambitious mitigation
program,"” said Wendy McCartney, a forester for the
Colorado State Forest Service-Fort Collins District.
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"They have also set an example for other
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Staff writer Monte Whaley can be reached at 303-
726-8674 or mwhaley@denverpost.com.
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