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Saturday, September 19, 2015   •   7:30pm 

Griffin Concert Hall, University Center for the Arts

Upcoming Events

Virtuoso Series Concert: Duo Francois and Friends
9/21  •  Organ Recital Hall  •  7:30 pm

UNIVERSITY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA CONCERT
Waltzes, Fox Trots, and Rondos: A Nationalistic Treat

 Special Guest Katie Mahan, Piano
9/24 & 25  •  Griffin Concert Hall  •  7:30 pm 

Virtuoso Series Concert: CSU Faculty Margaret Miller, Viola
9/28  •  Organ Recital Hall  •  7:30 pm

JAZZ ENSEMBLES Concert: 
Jazz Ensembles I and II Play the Music of Duke Ellington

9/30  •  Griffin Concert Hall  •  7:30 pm

Voice area Recital
10/6  •  Organ Recital Hall  •  7:30 pm  •  FREE

WIND SYMPHONY CONCERT: Symphonies of Winds and Percussion: Hindemith
10/7  •  Griffin Concert Hall  •  7:30 pm

Meet Me at the UCA
Season “Green” Sponsor

UNIVERSITY INN

event calendar   •   e-newsletter registration

www.uca.colostate.edu
General Information: (970) 491-5529

Tickets: (970) 491-ARTS (2787)

www.CSUArtsTickets.com



PURE PIAF: The Life and Music of Edith Piaf

Performed By  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Britta Laree

Written By  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    Alex Ryer

Orchestrated and Arranged By   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             Jeff Jenkins and Emily Fellner

Costumes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                  Jimmy Miller

Musicians:  

Piano   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Karen Stoody

Accordion   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                 Larry Miller

Violin   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Maggie Sallee

From the Writer

PURE PIAF is an attempt to capture the essence of Edith Piaf through her music as 
it reflects her life.  Imagine, if you will, the events in your life you would choose to 
revisit as you make your transition from this world into the next.  What moments 
might Piaf have chosen to re-experience?  Would you have the courage to feel again 
the heartache, the hunger, the shame, along with all the rest?  Will you be able to say, 
in the end, that you have no regrets?

Alex Ryer



Act One

Club Versailles, New York City, 1946

PADAM, PADAM	 Henri Contet, Norbert Glanzberg
Used by permission of BMG Music Publishing NA, Inc. o/b/o Editions Salabert

MERRY GO ROUND 
(JE N’EN CONNAIS PAS LA FIN)	 Raymond Asso, Marguerite Monnot 

Used by permission of Editions Paul Beuscher

SOUS LE CIEL DE PARIS 
(UNDER PARIS SKIES)	 Kim Gannon, Hubert Giraud, Jean Drejac

Used by permission of Music Sales Corporation / G. Schirmer, Inc.  
o/b/o Editions Choudens

LE PETIT HOMME 
(THE LITTLE MAN)	 Henri Contet, Rick Frehcn, Marguerite Monnot

Used by permission of TRO – Cromwell Music, Inc. – ASCAP

C’EST A HAMBOURG	 Claude Delecluse, Michele Senlis, Marguerite Monnot

Used by permission of TRO – Cromwell Music, Inc. – ASCAP

L’ACCORDEONISTE	 Michel Emer
Used by permission of Southern Music Publishing Co., Inc.

LA VIE EN ROSE	 Louigy, Edith Piaf, Mack David
©1947 (renewed) Editions Paul Beuscher SA (SACEM) and  
WB Music Corp. (ASCAP) 
All rights administered by WB Music Corp.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.

Britta Laree
A 2005 graduate of CSU’s inaugural Master of Music (Vocal Performance) program, Britta 

has been wowing audiences with her powerful vocals since focusing her musical abilities 

towards singing at the age of 14.  A veteran of both opera and musical theatre, she has starred 

in such shows as Man of la Mancha, Anything Goes, Hello, Dolly!, I Love You, You’re Perfect, 

Now Change, The Medium, Patience, and many more, earning not only audience accolades, 

but such critical responses as: 

 

“The heart of this musical beats in Britta Laree’s unflinchingly sincere performance.” 
— The Denver Post

 

“… [Britta’s] voice is full and lusty, and perfect …” 
— The Coloradoan

 

For the past 8 years, since being introduced to the magic of Edith Piaf and her indelible 

music, Britta has focused much of her performing energy into becoming a Piaf specialist.   

Britta performs music from Piaf ’s catalogue regularly with French chamber trio “The Amèlie 

Trio,” and has performed Pure Piaf:  The Life and Music of Edith Piaf locally and nationally.  

And sometimes she’s even persuaded to sing La Vie en Rose or Mon Dieu or Sous le Ciel de 

Paris in her family’s garden in southern France during annual visits. 

 

Britta sends many thanks to CSU for inviting her back to share Pure Piaf with you; to Karen 

Stoody (Mom) for arranging everything; to Alexana Ryer for having the vision to create this 

show and the faith to entrust it to her; to all the wonderful musicians who help bring the 

music to life; and, to David for being my inspiration.

 

Bienvenue à Pure Piaf:  The Life and Music of Edith Piaf! 



Act Two

Club Versailles, New York City, 1949

MILORD	 Marguerite Monnot, Joseph Mustacchi
Used by permission of BMG Music Publishing NA, Inc. o/b/o Editions Salabert

HYMNE DE L’AMOUR	 Edith Piaf, Geoffrey Parsons, Marguerite Monnot
Used by permission of Sukin Law Group o/b/o France Music Corp.

MISERICORDE (HEAVEN HAVE MERCY)	 Philippe Gerard, Jacques Larue
Used by permission of Southern Music Publishing Co., Inc.

MON DIEU (MY GOD)	 Charles Dumont, Michel Vaucaire
Used by permission of Southern Music Publishing Co., Inc.

JE T’AI DANS LA PEAU
(I HAVE YOU UNDER MY SKIN)	 Jacques Pils, Gilbert Becaud

Used by permission of BMG Music Publishing NA, Inc. o/b/o Editions Salabert

LES AMANTS D’UN JOUR
(LOVERS FOR A DAY)	 Michel Senlis, Claude Delacluse, Marguerite Monnot

Used by permission of Cherry River Music Co., (BMI) /Editions Paul Beuscher (SACEM)	

LES FEUILLES MORTES
(AUTUMN LEAVES)	 Johnny Mercer, Jos. Kosma, Jacques Prevert

Used by permission of Morley Music Co. – Enoch & Cie

THE THREE BELLS	 Bert Reisfeld, Jean Villard
Used by permission of Southern Music Publishing Co., Inc.

NON JE NE REGRETTE RIEN	 Charles Dumont, Michel Vaucaire
Used by permission of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc. – Barclay Music Divl, sub pub. 
For the USA & Canada o/b/o SEMI

LA VIE EN ROSE (reprise)

Edith Piaf
When one thinks of Edith Piaf, one thinks of love, sorrow and music. One did not breathe 

without the other two. Born in Paris practically on the streets on December 19, 1915, she 

struggled from day one, the daughter of street performers. Her mother, a singer, eventually 

abandoned both Edith and her father for a solo career. Piaf spent her youth entertaining 

passers-by, receiving little formal education in the process. She often accompanied her 

father’s acrobat street act with her singing and at various times was forced to live with various 

relatives, in alleys or in cheap hotels. A failed love affair left her with a baby girl at age 17, but 

little Marcelle died of meningitis at 2 years old. Devastated, Piaf returned to the streets she 

knew, now performing solo.

 

Her fortunes finally changed when an impresario, Louis Leplee, mesmerized by what he 

heard, offered the starving but talented urchin a contract. He alone was responsible for taking 

her off the streets at age 20 and changing her name from Edith Gassion to La Mome Piaf (or 

Kid Sparrow). Piaf grew in status entertaining in elegant cafés and cabarets and became a 

singing sensation amid the chic French society with her throbbing vocals and raw, emotional 

power. From 1936 Piaf recorded many albums and eventually became one of the highest paid 

stars in the world. Piaf also took to writing and composing around this time; one of the over 

80 songs she wrote included her signature standard, La Vie en Rose. Although she appeared 

sporadically in films, it was live audiences that sustained her.

 

Piaf later toured the United States to branch out internationally. America was slow to accept 

the melodramatic Piaf but she persevered and eventually won legions of fans. She also 

continued a series of affairs with the likes of actor Paul Meurisse, composer Henry Contet 

and, most notably, boxing champion Marcel Cerdan. The latter’s death in a 1949 plane crash 

left Piaf devastated and many claim this was the beginning of her downfall. Piaf had a life-

long habit of involving herself heart and soul in the launching of her lovers’ careers. Over the 

years this would include Yves Montand and Eddie Constantine. Two serious car accidents 

led to a morphine and alcohol addiction that left Piaf ’s life skidding out of control. Though 

slowly crippled by severe arthritis, Piaf ’s voice was as raw and powerful as ever. Her last 

appearance was at the Paris Olympia, racked and hunched over with pain and barely able 

to stand. The news of Piaf ’s death in 1963 caused a national outpouring of grief.  Tens of 

thousands of fans flocked to Paris on October 14th to follow the singer’s coffin to its final 

resting place in the Père Lachaise cemetery.  Today, Piaf ’s tomb remains one of the most 

visited sites there.


