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temperature

Colorado - Mean Temperature
June 2021 Departure from 1981-2010 Normal
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WestWide Drought Tracker, U Idaho/WRCC Data Source: PRISM (Prelim), created 5 JUL 2021

June 2021 was the 6t warmest June
in the 127-year record, and 4t
warmest for minimum temperatures.
Temperatures were closer to average
in the Arkansas valley, with much
above average temperatures across
western CO. Temperatures in the
Yampa basin were 5°-8°F above
average.

precipitation

Colorado - Precipitation
June 2021 Percent of 1981-2010 Normal

-
.
[
o+ =
-
- - - = N W

1
1 | | I | I | I
W 108°wW 107°W 108°W 105°W 104°W 103°W 102°W

WestWide Drought Tracker, U Idaho/WRCC Data Source: PRISM (Prelim), created 5 JUL 2021

June 2021 was the 531 driest June in
the 127-year record, which ranks in
the near average range. Precipitation
ranked in the top 10t driest
percentiles for Morgan and Yuma
counties in eastern CO. Chaffee
County ranked in the top 10t wettest
precipitation percentiles.
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guadrant charts

Each dot plots the precipitation on the x-axis and the temperature on the y-axis. Dots
are colored based on temperature and size is based on precipitation. The current
year is denoted with a star. Long-term averages are denoted by the dashed lines.

June 2021 temperature and
precipitation for the state
ended in the warm and dry
quadrant. Temperatures
were ranked very warm,
almost 5° above the long-
term average, and
precipitation was a bit closer
to the long-term average
line.

The lower right chart is for
the July — June period for
the Colorado Drainage
basin (western CO). The
star, denoting the most
recent 12-month period is
amongst the warmest and
driest on record.

view all quadrant charts
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avg temp (F)

Colorado average temperature and precipitation, June
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Colorado Climate Center/CSU
Data source: NOAA/NCEI Climate at a Glance

Colorado CD2 (Colorado drainage) average temperature and precipitation, July - June
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https://climate.colostate.edu/quadrant.html

records tied and broken

| 115/ 74/ 22/
daily 670 450 131 715 42585 0/0

monthly 18/15  6/25 0/1 0/0 2/2 0/0

All-time  5/4 3/12 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0

tied/broken, from NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information

state extremes
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drought

U.S. Drought Monitor June 29, 2021
Colorado e asam ot
Drought Conditions (Percent Area)
PR o Drought currently covers

cument | 5448|4552 | 4162 | 2637 | 2095 | 1752 abOUt 42% Of the State
LastWeek | 5441|4650 | 41.62 | 3637 | 20.35 | 17.73 Almost a” drought
“f:;’;;":g;“ 000 [100.00|9231 | 6169 | 32.13 | 1465 Cond|t|ons are WeSt of the

Start of

Calendar Year | 0.00 | 100.00| 10000 9373 | 7617 | 2760 Contlnental DIVIde.

Start of
Water Year 0.00 |100.00|99.29 | 89.35 | 52.88 | 264
09-25-2020

One YearAgo | 45 67 | 5433 | 67.06 | 56.23 | 34.07 | 1.37

= In June 2021,
b Intensity: .
toe meseromen  jmprovements were made
I:l DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought

[] 01 Moderate Drought [l D4 Exceptional Drought i n Pa rk , F re m 0 nt,

L neesete  Saguache, and Las
Ao Animas counties. Jackson
and Routt counties saw

National Drought Mitigation Center

Lobs @ i@ worsening conditions in
droughtmonitor.unl.edu drOUght CategorieS.

Colorado Drought Update Page
wildfire

The West Fire,
The following wildfires started in June taken June 21

2021: 2021, courtesy BLM
= The West Fire started in Moffat

County near the WY and UT
borders and burned over 3,000
acres.

= The Muddy Slide Fire started south
of Steamboat Springs and has
burned over 4,000 acres.

= The Oil Springs Fire has burned
over 12,000 acres and is now 99%
contained.

= The Sylvan Fire in Eagle County
has burned almost 4,000 acres.
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https://climate.colostate.edu/drought

significant events

June 12-19: A scorching week

All-time record high temperature tied at: Streaks of daily record high temps:
e Cortez(102°F), on both June 16 and 17 Alamosa: 6 straight record highs (June
e Antero Reservoir (88°F), June 16 12-17)

Cortez: 6 straight record highs (June 14-19)

New June record high at Antero Reservoir

(88°F), June 16 Five straight days of record highs at

Altenbern, Antero Reservoir, Del Norte,
Dillon, Leadville, Grand Lake

June record high tied at:
Cortez (102°F), June 16 and 17 Four straight days of record highs at
Grand Junction (105°F), June 16 Crested Butte, Colorado National
Colorado National Monument (104°F), Monument, Grand Junction, Hayden, Monte
June 17 Vista, Palisade
Vallecito Dam (92°F), June 16

Three straight days of record highs at
53 C OLORADO Briggsdale, Denver, Fort Collins, Steamboat

211%3 CLIMATE Springs, Yuma

CENTER Stations with at least 50 years of records

Montrose homes, crops, livestock, and roads damaged in
flash flood on June 24, 2021.

USGS 09149500 UNCOMPAHGRE RIVER AT DELTA, CO
(Drainage area: 1114 square miles, length of record: 81 - 82 years)

Although only a quarter of an
inch fell in the area, it fell in
such a short time that it quickly
ran off. See how the flows on
the Uncompahgre River
quickly increased in response.

JAN  FEB MAR  APR MAY  JUN JuL AUG  SEP 0T NOY DEC
2021

ZUSGS WaterWatch

Intense downpours along the Glenwood Canyon also caused
|-70 closures due to mudslides starting over burn scars.
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CCC in the news

O Nearly half of state emerges from drought conditions,
Western Slope remains a fire risk

=  Becky Bolinger quoted, June 1, 2021

O Rafting companies make the most of low water levels in
Colorado’s High Country

=  Becky Bolinger quoted, June 9, 2021

O ‘Extremely critical’ fire warning for first time in 15 years as
Western Slope drought worsens

= Peter Goble quoted, June 11, 2021

O Fort Collins sees potential third day in a row of record-
breaking heat

= Russ Schumacher quoted, June 17, 2021

O Here’s why Fort Collins’ skies are so smoky and when
we’ll see some relief

= Russ Schumacher quoted, June 24, 2021
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https://www.aspendailynews.com/news/nearly-half-of-state-emerges-from-drought-conditions-western-slope-remains-a-fire-risk/article_683f7ca2-c27f-11eb-9ce8-437ff7433f4d.html
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2021/06/09/summit-county-rafting-companies-low-water-levels-high-country/
https://www.the-journal.com/articles/northwest-colorado-under-extremely-critical-fire-warning-for-first-time-in-15-years-as-western-slo/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2021/06/17/fort-collins-weather-city-track-see-3rd-record-hot-day-row/7730255002/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2021/06/24/fort-collins-weather-western-colorado-wildfires-cause-smoky-skies/5321221001/

