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During my internship, I developed a resource 
guide geared towards Colorado producers, 
explaining carbon markets. The guide provides 
detailed information on soil carbon, regenerative 
agriculture, carbon markets, payments for 
ecosystem services, and the associated risks and 
benefits of participation. Additionally, it offers a 
list of further resources to support producers in 
navigating these emerging opportunities.

The primary objective of my internship was to 
address the knowledge gaps that exist among 
producers regarding carbon markets, making 
critical information more accessible to them. 
There is currently a significant disconnect 
between the scientific understanding of carbon 
markets and the level of awareness among 
producers.

Throughout my internship, I gained a deep 
understanding of the science behind soil carbon 
and regenerative agriculture, and their roles in 
mitigating climate change. I also explored how 
carbon markets operate, along with the 
challenges they present, and the common 
barriers producers face. In addition, I developed 
skills in professional collaboration and 
networking, learning how to effectively work with 
others and build valuable connections.

At the beginning of my internship, I dedicated a 
considerable amount of time to researching and 
gaining an in-depth understanding of all aspects 
related to my project. To advance the project, I 
scheduled and led meetings with individuals from 
Extension and various other organizations such 
as IN-RICHES, and American Farmland Trust. 
Also, I collaborated closely with colleagues, 
including Dr, Lauren Gifford, Dr. Jane Zelikova, 
and Margaret Morgan, to finalize the project.

The next phase involves regularly updating the 
resource guide and focusing on its distribution. 
Given the evolving nature of this field, it will be 
essential to keep the guide current. Furthermore, 
I will continue my work at the center, 
contributing to this project and engaging in 
various other tasks.

Dr. Lauren Gifford & Dr. 
Jane Zelikova
SCSC Mentors 

This project has contributed to my education by 
expanding my understanding of agriculture and 
its connection to carbon markets. It has also 
provided me with insights into various career 
paths within sustainable agriculture. As a result, 
I now have a more comprehensive and well-
rounded knowledge base in concepts closely 
related to my major.
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