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temperature

average temperature rank: February 2022

‘ e The statewide average
ﬁ | temperature for February 2022
was 24.9°F, which was 4.1°F
below the 1991-2020 normal.
- February 2022 was ranked as
— the 30t coldest in the 128 year
record and is the fourth
consecutive February to be
colder than the 20t century
average. This was the 14t

10
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precipitation

precipitation rank: February 2022 MUCh Of the Front Range
= J m mountains and urban corridor
were wetter than average for
1 | February, with drier than average
L | conditions over the northern
mountains and west slope. The
statewide average precipitation for
Y February 2022 was 0.9”, which
¢ was 0.19” below the 1991-2020
] T L normal. February ranked as the
e — \|gf | 46™ driest in the 128 year record,
: ‘ — maammmme-  but the winter season (DJF) was
Gies  dnesc  diest e  Wemes Wewesr Semas:  emes ranked the 50th wettest.
precipitation rank out of 128 years
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quadrant charts

Each dot plots the precipitation on the x-axis and the temperature on the y-axis. Dots
are colored based on temperature and size is based on precipitation. The current
year is denoted with a star. Long-term averages are denoted by the dashed lines.

Colorado statewide average temperature and precipitation, February
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Over the last 12 months (March A s - Ll

2021 — February 2022) Colorado
is in the warm and dry quadrant.
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Colorado statewide average temperature and precipitation, March - February
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a 1.34” anomaly. Temperature
for the last 12 months has been

view all quadrant charts

. ece. @ O " ®
1.4°F above the 1991-2020 b0 ®.Cg 45
g 2 © % WE. RO
normal and ranks as the 4t ¥ o © %{"0 e o
warmest March-February period. "ﬁf‘vi”%ﬁlf“‘ % e
“ cool&dry  nomal | precip: 18.26" cool & wet

size of points proportional to precip,
color shows temp

nnnnn Is are 1991-2020

COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

accumulated precipitation (inches)

Colorado Climate Center/CSU

Data source: NOAAINCEI Climate at a Glance


https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/quadrant.html

records tied and broken

Low Low

Max Min

Daily 4/13 29/142 4/6 28/188 17/61
Monthly 0N 0N 0/0 0/0 1/2

All-time 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/1

Tied/Broken, from NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information

state extremes

Sedguick yiiesburg
@
P Pawnee
National
Grassland

€

Sterling Haxtun
° Holyoke

s / 7 y !
Sunbeam 4 ¢ + 'Bow:Routt
% Lay Craig ks Rl Y
é < = () %59 Hayden National
) 7 & " o

2 JForests,

Elk Springs - iy

A b
Dirosal# Massadona w7

o

FortMorgens = (o
Akron,

otis

Yama - Eckley

Wray G

Antero Reservoir

Schofield Pass é #~{ February 4 .
February 22 @ T 2 :
N, G o o e
ominguez-Escalante . 4 -, e Karval mon;,,,mw

/7
%\

@ Pueblo West
Pueblo
o

5 & e

5 e & Rocky

"v/ g ke . ) g '3 73° F

s La Junta

La Veta
February 2

: February 15
y e 6 Vyl\tg'e"‘ M :
& Trinidad :

Cokedale ./

/Gdnyons of  polores
e Ancients <
National s cotez

.
i Andrix

COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER




drought

Widespread improvements U.S. Drought Monitor March 1, 2022

were made across the Gelorado S
northern Front Range and into =T
northeast CO. The Sangre de EIEE S
Cristos also saw some oy e s o e o
improvement.

Start of
Calendar Year | 0.00 |100.00|95.49 | 67.08 | 22.25 | 0.00
01-04-2022

Start of
Water Year | 1272 | 87.28 | 46.42 | 26.30 | 15.05 | 3.91
08-28-2021

One YearAgo | 0q |100.00| 9857 | 83.76 | 56.66 | 15.89
03022021

Intensity:

[ None [ D2 Severe Drought
[ Do Abnormal ilyDry [l D3 Extreme Drought
[ D1 Moderate Drought [ Jlll D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to hitps://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx.

Over 91% of the state is still in

a drought category with 8% of

the state experiencing extreme B
(D3) drought cond|t|lons. This o @ @) &
makes 97 consecutive weeks droughtmonitor.unl.edu
of D3 in Colorado.

Colorado Drought Update Page

Statewide snowpack was
95% of average on

Srow Water Equalert PercentNH‘CS‘1991-2020Average February 26, 2022, ond ofday F ebruary 2 8, 202 2, marking
' i a significant decrease in

percent of average since

E the beginning of the month.

N This was due to lack of

storm activity across much

of the high elevations. The

Yampa-White and Arkansas

| basins were the lowest,

_ =L each at 83% of average,

& '\\\L_;_ while the Gunnison was

23
g
z
E
2
8

TTIATTE

=== doing the best at 105% of

average.
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https://climate.colostate.edu/drought

CCC in the news

O ‘Make Or Break’ Time For Colorado Snowpack: Why The

a

g

g
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Next 2 Months Are Critical For Colorado Water In 2022
= CBS Denver, February 28, Becky Bolinger

Fort Collins weather: Brace yourselves for a one-two
punch of bitter cold and snow this week

= The Coloradoan, February 21, Russ Schumacher

Long Range Outlooks Unchanged
= Radio 570 WNAX, February 21, Peter Goble

Megadrought likely to continue in Western Colorado and

across the West for years, scientists say
= The Denver Post, February 19, Russ Schumacher

Colorado snowpack drops, why experts aren't too concerned yet

= KOAA, February 18, Peter Goble and Russ Schumacher

Peter Goble Climatologist and Drought Specialist on CO Snow
Pack

= KOA Radio, February 17, Peter Goble

A devastating blaze picked a fight with scientists
=  ClimateWire, February 14, Becky Bolinger

As Colorado warms, drv soil sucks up more water. That's

bad news for rivers and farmers

= Colorado Sun, February 6, Peter Goble and Russ
Schumacher
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https://denver.cbslocal.com/2022/02/28/make-or-break-time-for-colorado-snowpack-why-the-next-2-months-are-critical-for-colorado-water-in-2022/
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2022/02/21/colorado-weather-snow-fort-collins-forecast-freezing-temperature/6877877001/
https://wnax.com/news/180081-long-range-outlooks-unchanged/
https://www.denverpost.com/2022/02/19/colorado-megadrought-study-years/
https://www.koaa.com/weather/weather-science/colorado-snowpack-drops-why-experts-arent-too-concerned-yet
https://koacolorado.iheart.com/alternate/amp/2022-02-17-peter-goble-climatologist-and-draught-specialist-on-co-snow-pack/
https://www.eenews.net/articles/a-devastating-blaze-picked-a-fight-with-scientists/
https://coloradosun.com/2022/02/06/colorado-soil-dry-climate-change/

