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ABSTRACT OF THESIS

Introduction

Boys and girls have always had to solve
personal problems in human relations, but not until
recent years have educators tried to help them work out
desirable solutions to these problems. In trying to do
so the educators have found themselves at a loss because
of the lack of material to indicate the real attitudes
of boys and girls on these problems. Therefore, a
knowledge of the attitudes that exist betweén boys and
girls is of paramount importance in the planning of

units on social relationships.

Statement of Problem
How may the social rélationship unit in Home
Economics be modified to fit the needs of high-school

pupils?

Problem analysis

To solve the problem it will be necessary to
find answers to the following questions:
1. How do the attitudes of boys and girls toward
certain forms of social behaviors compare?
2. What attitudes, due to conflicts between the

sexes regarding acceptable forms of behaviors,
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may be classified as social problems?

Delimitation of the problem

Approximately 350 boys and girls were selected
at random from the tenth and eleventh grades of eight
small high schools in towns of approximately 1,500 to
2,000 population, located near Waco, Texas.

In this study the term certaln social

behaviors was limited to those forms of behaviors that
deal with personal dress, personal grooming, and boy-

girl relationshilps.

The Community Situation

The eight towns from which the youths were
selected are located in Central Texas within a radius of
50 miles of Waco. Because of the enrollment and
teaching standards of the consolidated high school in
these towns the State Classification Laws have placed
them in Class B,

The population of the towns varies from 1,500
to 2,000, and the people are direct descendants of the
German, Scandinavian, and English races. Most of the
men are engaged 1ln such occupations as farming, skilled
labor, W, P, A, work, and office work, and the women are
engaged 1ln homemaking, The social activities of the
communities center around the schools, churches, picture

shows, family gatherings, and dances,
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Since the towns have similar locations,

populations, school systems, occupations, and social
activities, the sampling of this study represents a

falrly homogeneous group.

Methods and Materials

To obtain the necessary data for the study of
the attitudes of boys and girls toward such problems as
personal attractiveness, boy-girl friendships, and the
gspending of money, it was concluded that a questlonnalre
would be the most suitable instrument to use. In con-
structing the questionnaire, statements concerning

various attitudes which boys and girls had expressed to
| the writer during her teaching experience, were used as
the foundation., Three divisions were used in the
questionnalre to secure an answer to every Question,
since many individuals would rather qualify an answer
by Sometimes than commit themselves with a definite Yes
or No.

Before the questionnaire was arranged in final
form it was submitted for criticism to students in an
education seminar in the summer session of Colorado
State College; to high-school graduates; to high-school
students; to parents of high-school pupils; and to
high-school teachers, As a result, minor changes were

made in wording and arrangement of questions.
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Permission to collect the data was secured,
through personal interviews, from the superintendents
of the schools to be used in the study. The writer
administered the questionnalre to 230 girls and 160
boys, but only 215 girls and 145 boys expressed an
opinion on all the questlons; therefore only the ones

who completely answered all items were retained for this

study.

Findings

The data were first analyzed to determine
whether there were significant differences between
the attitudes of the boys and the girls concerning the
major topics of the questlonnalre; second, to determine
those elements included in the major topic on which the
boys and the girls disagreed, and those elements on
which they agreed.

To ascertain possible significant differences
between the attitudes of boys and the girls, Chi
Square, the statistic commonly employed in the study of
assoclgtion was used. To determine what particular
elements of the major topic produced significant
conflicts in opinion, percentages were employed as a
rough draft and gulde for interpretation,

Before the data were analyzed to determine
whether there were significant differences between the

attitudes of boys and girls in regard to certain forms
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of social behavior the hypothesis that boys in general
agree with girls in general concerning forms of soclal
behavior was constructed. To test such an hypothesis,
a contingency table for each major -toplic considered was
set up and Chl Square computed. If Chi Square was found
to be greater than the critical value, 5.991, it was
concluded that the boys and the girls did npt agree 1in
respect to the toplec, and that there was a significant
difference in their attitudes.

The Chi Square value and the statistical
interpretation of the differences in attitudes of each

of the major topics considered in the study are as

follows:
Major Topic Chi Square Interpretation
Value
Means of expressing 127,463 Very signifi-
affection cant
Chaperons for various 60,951 Very signifi-
occasions cant
Use of cosmetics Dby 52,701 Very signifi-
girls cant
Drinking, telling risqué 41.837 Very signifi-
stories, smoking, and cant
using profane language
by boy friends
Dating practices 10,116 Significant
Use of cosmetics by boys 9.155 Significant

Definite time to be home 8.895 Significant
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Major Topic Chi Square Interpretation
Value

Grooming in public by 7.080 Significant
girls

Spending money on dates 6,334 Significant

Grooming in public by 5.859 Not significant
boys

Wearing of ties and 4,312 Not significant

coats by boys
Wearing of backless sport,

afternoon, and evening 4.197 Not significant

dresses by girls
Wearing of boots and 3. 505 Not significant

trousers and of high

heeled shoes by girls
Drinking, telling risque 5.202 Not significant
- stories, smoking, and

using profane language

by girls

To determine the attitudes of the boys and
girls on the individual items of the major toplcs,
percentages were employed; it was found that they had
similar opinions on some of the items, and that they
disagreed on others, These items have been grouped
according to disagreement or agreement and are presented
as follows:
Items of the major topics on which there were

significant disagreements between the boys and the girls
are as follows:

Girls' objecting to dating boys who do not have

cars
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Holding hands in pilcture shows

Double-dating with boy-friends

Parking and petting on dates

A boy's putting his arm around a girl

Wearing of lipstick for school by girls

Chaperons on plcnics

A girl's sitting on a boy's lap

Kissing good night

Parking on highways

Telling of risqué stories by boys

Use of deodorant by boys

Arching of eyebrows by girls

Wearing of afternoon dresses for shopping by girls

Parking in parks

Double-dating with sister

Wearing of evening dresses to shows by girls

Taking a drink by boys

Wearing nail polish for special occasions by girls

Wearing of lipstick for special occasions by girls

Double-dating with girl-friend

Having several dates and spending small amount of
money or having one date and spending a large
sum of money

Double-dating with brother

Using deodorant by girls
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The following are some items of the major

topics on which the majority of the boys and girls

agreed:
A,

B.

D,

Boy should

Go clean shaven

Wear ties to church, to parties, and on dates

Wear coats to church

Spend money for picture shows, food, and soft
drinks when on a date

Girls should

Use face powder for speclal occasions and
school

Use rouge for special occasions

Use deodorant

Use perfume for special occasions

Wear backless sport dresses to a swimming pool

Wear high heeled shoes to parties

Wear afternoon dresses to parties

Boys and girls should

Go to picture shows on dates

Exchange gifts

Have allowances for entertainments

Boys should not

Take a drink, get drunk, smoke, tell risqué

storles, or use profane language
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Use face powder, nail polish, lipstick, or
rouge

Get permanents

Blow horns to announce their arrival at a
girl's home

Wear ties to picnices

Girls should not

Wear evening dress to parties, shows, or
shopping

Wear high heeled shoes to school or on hikes

Get permanents

Apply make-up, comb their halr, or manlcure
their nails in public

Wear boots and trousers when shopping

Wear afternoon dresses to picnics or to,school

Wear backless sport dress to school, to shop
or to church

Share expenses of dates

Boys and girls should not

Park on highways

Have blind dates to get to go some place, or
to have someone to go with

Express affection at school, in shows, or in
public groups

Hold hands on streets, in public gatherings,

or in school
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Have chaperons on car rides

Date persons who have 1o be home at a definite time

It was then concluded that if there were
significant differences in the attitudes of the boys and
girls toward the topics social conflicts would exist
between the sexes, and that the topics would be
considered as social problems.

Since there were social problems existing 1t
was evident that the present socilal relationship unit
‘was not meeting the needs of the high-school pupills.
Therefore it was recommended that the following changes
be made in the unit:

1. That the unit be taught in the tenth grade to
both boys and girls

2. That those items on which there were significani
differences in attitudes be included in the
unit.

3. That those items on which there were very
significant differences be included in the

unit, and be given great emphasis.

Recommendations for Further Study
Severagl questions have arisen during the
progress of this study, the answers to which may be

determined by further research:

<
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1. What are the attitudes of the teachers of
these units and of other gdults toward the
various social problems?

2, How adequately are home economics teachers
prepared to teach a unit on boy-girl
friendship?

3, How do the attitudes of Northern boys and
girls toward these certaln soclal problems
compare with the attitudes of Texas boys and

girls?
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

Boys and girls ﬁave always had to solve personal
problems in humen relatioquAbut not until recent years
have educators tried-to ﬂélp thém work out desirable
solutions to these problems. In trying to do so the
educators have found themselves at a loss because of the
lack of material concerning the attitudes of boys and
girls on these problems,

It is a known fact that many boys and girls
who are apparently successful at school are in reality
very much dissatisfied with their school careers, because
they are left ignorant of many things that are the very
foundation of life and living., The home leaves such
things to the school, and the school leaves them to the
home, Boys and girls alike really grope for this informa-
tion and it often does not come.

It is difficult to explain Jjust why so little
attention has been given to physical well being, know-
ledge of sex life, matters of dress, intelligent purchase
of clothing, personality development, and common rules
of etiquette, since they are the vital problems in the

lives of young people. Curiously enough, if they are
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treated at all it is from the adult's viewpoint and the
youth's trend of thought is not considered.

Perhaps we have suffered too long from our
traditional attitude that human relation problems should
not be touched by the school. It is a form of prudery
which has been harmful to students and to society at
large. It would seem better to face the fact that much
information is gained from some source by all youth, and
that the school should provide proper sources and like-
wise reliable information; perhaps this will become one
of the sacred educational objectives in our homemaking
courses,

A, H. Turney (11), University of Kansas,
expressed g need for this definite subject matter when
he said:

The real issue, in so far as attitudes are
concerned, 1s adequate and pertinent subject
matter., Attitudes, or a scientific attitude
in social problems, cannot be developed in
absence of data, full, complete, and modern,

The State of Texas 1s trying to meet this need
by including social relationship units in the Home
Economics progranm. However, teachers of such units have
been handicapped because there is only a small amount of
reliable information available that will give satisfactory
answers to the questions asked by the pupil, who is not

interested in what social theories advocate, but in what

the opposite sex of their own age think. Therefore, a
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knowledge of the attltudes that exist between boys and
girls is of paramount importance in the planning of units
on soclal behavior which are to be of great value to the

class members.

The Problem /

How may the soclal relationship unit in Home

Economics be modified to fit the needs of the high-school

pupils?

Problem analysis

To solve the problem it will be necessary to
find answers to the following duestions:
1. How do the attitudes of boys and girls toward
certain forms of social behaviors compare?
2. What attitudes, due to conflict between the
sexes'regardins acceptable formg of behavior,

may be classified as "social problems"?

Delimitation of the problem

Approximately 350 boys and girls were selected
at random from thé tenth and eleventh grades in eight
small high schools from towns of approximately 500 to
2,000 population, located near Waco, Texas,

In this study the term certain social behaviors

| ¥as limited to those forms of behaviors that deal with

Personal dress, personal grooming, and boy-girl

relationships,




The Community Situatlion

Some information in regard to the communities
used is advisable so that one will understand the
| getting of this study. The schools used were located in
£he towns of Clifton, Valley Mills, Gap, Moody, Teague,
McGregor, South Bosque, and Gatesville, all of which are
in Central Texas within & radius of 50 miles of Waco.
Figure 1 shows the approximate locations of the towns.

These towns are all centered around rural farm-
ing communities in the black lend area of Texas, and
have gonsolidated high schools. Large modern buses are
used to transport the student living two miles or more
from school. Because of the enrollment and the teaching
standards of these gchools the State Classification
laws have placed them in class B; that is, they have an
enrollment between 150-500 pupils, and they take an
active part in the activities of the Athletic Assoclation
and Interscholastic League.

The populations of the towns vary from 1,500
to 2,000 and are made up of descendants of the German,
Scandinavian, and English races. MMost of the men are
engaged in such occupations as farming, skilled labor,
WPaA work, and office work, and the women are engaged in
homemaking,

The social asctivities of the communities center

around the schools, churches, and picture shows; however,
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Fig., 1l.--Locations of towns used in the
study -
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ﬂ{eommunities seems to be similar,

_J Since these eight towns have similar locations,
_:pepulations, school systems, occupations, and social
i;:activities the sampling of this study represents a

jfffdirly homogeneous group.




Chapter II
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

In reviewing the literature concerning the
gocial problems of the high-school boys and girls, it was
found that many books have been written and several
magazines and school papers have devoted sections to the
discussion of these problems; however, they were written
from the standpoint of what the adult thinks the youth
should do and have no statistical foundations, so they
will not be considered in this review. Only research
studies and articles that show the reactions of educators
toward the subject will be used. Perhaps the reason that
so much of the literature is written from the adult's
| Viewpoint is that the study of boy-girl friendship is a

recent addition to the homemaking program,

Reactions of educators
Everine Parson expressed this sentiment in
1931 (8:101): "We have not known exactly what should be
[ done about it (the new unit in human reletions)". She
| realized that such a unit was needed in the homemaking
| Program, but she felt uncertain of it, because it
Covered so many personal things. On investigating she

. found that many of her professional acquaintances were
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4 In an address to the Georgla Home Economics
Assoclation in 1932, Professor Cora M, Winchell (12)
prought out the idea that there was a need of constant
evaluation and adjustment of content, organlzations, and
methods of teaching home economics in response to the
demands of a dynamlc society. It also appeared to her
from the curriculum in home economics that there was a
growing spiritual aspect of homemaking with emphasis upon
mental and social adjJustments and family relatlionships.

In 1935, Thomas B. Portwood (7), assistant
superintendent of the public schools in San Antonio,
Texas, welcomed the addition of the unit on boy-girl
friendship to his school., He stated that it was refresh-
ing to have the information on boy-girl friendship made
availlable to the youth, and that 1t should open a new
field, which has been neglected for all the years that
secondary education has been attempting to serve the
youth of the land. He commended it to the millions of
high-gchool boys and girls who are seeking for the informa.
tion on living with people of thelr own age, and.the
inspiration derived therefrom.

In 1939 we still find educators talking about
the problems of boys and girls. Harold Alberty, Director
Of the University School in Columbus, Ohio (1), asserted

that the school must become the community's agency for the
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| continuous reinterpretation, reconstruction, and refine-

ment of the meaning of the democratic way of life in our
time., He also pointed out that 1f the school fulfills
jte duties it must help the adolescents meet the basic
need of living. He listed some 29 major problems that
adolescents will face in meeting their needs, and among
these problems friendship, manners and dress, and social
and economic security ranked high.

It seems from the review of the literature that
the educators are aware that youth have their friendship
problems and that something must be done to aid them in

ad justing or solving these important problems.

Attitudes of youth

The followling studies give interesting informa-
tion as to the attitudes of the youth toward the
problems of friendship, which the educators are so con-
cerned over:

Howard Bell (3), in 1938, reported a study
that the American Youth Commission at Washington, D, C.,
hade. The Commission secured through personal interviews
first-hand information from 13,000 boys and girls on
their problems, but did not assume the position of a
Judge or a critic on the attitude questions, as its
business was to report, not to Jjudge.

In this study more than half the youth admitted

that, with varying degrees of frequency and moderation,




18

they indulged in some kind of alcoholic beverage., One-

. pifth were unqualifiedly opposed to drinking; somewhat
more than one-fourth, although not drinkers themselves,
were not opposed to others drinking. Drinking was

| indulged in by a large number of boys and girls under 21.
More than half the boys and almost two-fifths of the
girls admitted that they drank.

The following statements, in thelr own words,
express the attitudes of the youths used in this study
| concerning the drinking question (3:239):
| 1, I drink a glass of beer once in a while, but

Just to be sociable.
2., I drink, but I am not a rummy.
3. They call you & poor sport if you don't drink,
4, It's all right if they don't get drunk. -
5, If they know how to handle it.
6, I despigse drinking and drunks,
7. Alcohol is the root of all problems,
8. Drinking puts people on a level with bums,

It was also found in this study that the youths
believed that their problems centered around economic
security, conduct or morals, education, home, and %
- | recreation. Over 50 per cent of both girls and boys
 stated that economic security was the chief problem,
| While 11.1 per cent of the boys and 12.7 per cent of the
- 8irls thought their problem was conduct and morals, 11.3
E | Per cent of the boys and 5.8 per cent of the girls
| thought it was education, 7.1 per cent of the boys and
ﬁ}:l2.5 per cent of the girls thought it was home life, and

gj 4.9 per cent of the boys and 5 per cent of the girls
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.;;thousht it was recreation., This study shows that the
{lboys and girls agree on the'economic security problem,
‘but vary on the other problems.

The following statements, in their own words,
are the attitudes expressed by the same youths toward
the above-mentioned problems (3:251-252):

1, No work ., no money .. no good education .. no
good times .., these are the problems that young
people have to face.

9, The problem is how to get married on $15.00 a
week,

3. Social relations with opposite sex is the main
problem., If you love a girl and she don't
love you, it's awful.

4, The trouble with most boys is that they try
to act like the gangsters they see in the
movies,

5, Educational programs are too full of frills,
Young people are not trained; they are merely
put through school.

In 1936, P, M. Symonds (10) made a study of
gsex differences in the life problems and interest of
adolescents and found that boys ranked money higher than
girls as a problem, and that they ranked personal
attractiveness and etiquette lower as problems. Boys
| Indicated greater interest than girls in safety, health,

money, civic affairs, recreation, and study; and less
interest than girls in personal attractiveness, etiquette,
and getting along with other people. Symonds believed
that the differences in attitude between the boys and
8irls were products of environment rather than of sex,
Harold H, Punke (9) in 1936, in his study of

leisure time attitudes and activities of high-school

——
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[;;udents, found that there was a difference in the type
ﬁ of radlo programs that they like, Girls liked drama and
Q poys liked world news.
| Edith Harwood (6) in 193?, advanced the idea
in her study that there was a wide difference in the
i attitudes of mothers and daughters toward social problems
and that the degree of difference indicated conslderable
friction. The problems causing the friction were:
}‘parties on school night, free choice of boy companions,
necking, smoking and drinking, buying of clothes, choice
| of husband, driving the car, choosing a career, attitude
toward sex and cholce of magazines.

The study of the American Association of School
Administrators of 1928 (2) unveils some of the critical
situations in the life of youth which need sympathetic
study and consideration. It pointed out that most of
the problems of personal relationships seem to arise in
one or another of the following areas: (a) relations “
| With parents; (b) relations with friends and groups; (c)
love relations; (d) relations with teachers or employer.
The interest of the writer is concerned only with those
problems in the friend and group relations area; there-
fore only that part of the above report will follow. The
youths used in the study expressed the following
attitudes as to the causes of difficulties with friends i

(2:88) (again their own wording):

v
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1. Lack of opportunity to be with boys and girls.

o, Lack of technics in the activities that other
friends do for fun.

3. They do not trust people.

4, Makes quite unwarranted demands upon their
friends.

5. Lack of emotional control.

6, Lack of knowledge concerning the attitudes
of the opposite sex on the problem &t hand.

Boldt and Stroud (4) in 1934 indicated in

}their jnvestigation of changes in attitudes of college
:students that they become more liberal on social,
: §31it1ca1, religious, and international questions, as a
E result of their training and that many of the changes
@;manifested appear to be due to the influence of the
f%aollege life rather than to differences in age and
f‘maturity.

| From the review of the literature it seems

| that the problems of youth fall into two divisions:
;zﬁlrst, how to live with oneself, and second, how to live
G;llth others., Furthermore there is a difference between

g[the boys! and girls' attitudes on these problems.
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Chapter III
METHODS AND MATERIAL

To obtain the necessary data for the study of
| the attitudes of boys and girls toward such problems
_?‘as personal attractiveness, boy-girl friendships, and

' the spending of money, it was concluded that a question-

ﬂ-naire would be the best suitable instrument to use.

' In constructing the questionnaire, statements concerning
various attitudes which boys and girls had expressed to
the writer during her teaching experlence were used as

the foundation. These statements and others obtained

from the literature were formulated into a questionnaire,

| so that the boys and girls could express their attitudes

szy checking a "Yes", "Sometimes", or "No" column, or by
writing one word in the blank space provided. Three
?5d1visions were used to secure an answer to every dquestion,
I"since many individuals would rather qualify an answer by
?fa "Sometimes" than commit themselves with a definite
;Q'Yés“ or "No'",

The questionnsire was then submitted for
fferiticism to students in an education seminar in the
?;ﬁummer Session of Colorado State College. After the

l&?evlsions suggested by the group were made it was sub-




i mitt3d for further suggestions to 12 high-school
?[sraduates in Palestine, Texas; 15 high-school students
2i1n ¢lifton, Texas; 10 parents of high-school students;
;Kand eight high-school teachers. As the result, minor
‘i§ehanges were made in wording and arrangement of questions.

QUESTIONNAIRE ON ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS
TOWARD THEIR SOCIAL PROBLEMS

'x.name of School Sex Age

| How many courses in Home Economics have you had?

:??1. Why are some boys and girls more attractive to you
f than others?

Boy and girl friendships play an important part
in the lives of high school pupils, It is some times
difficult for them to be friends because they have
different viewpoints on personal attractiveness.

Please indicate your viewpoint on personal
attractiveness by checking the following questions.

Yes Sometime No

A, DO YOU LIKE A BOY TO WEAR
A TIE:

1. To sehool .,
2. To picnics
3. To parties
4, To chureh .
5. On dates .

D AR i R
L) ® L] ° L
e ° o o o
L] ° L] . °
. ° . L] °
L L] e L] L

B, DO YOU LIKE A BOY TO WEAR
A COAT:

iliss e sehool . .
2. To plenlecs
. To parties
e . To echurch ,
« On dates . .

O

o
& e e @
T
o o o o o
e o o o o
W e e e
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C.

D.

E.

F.

G

H.

1, To school .

Yes
DO YOU LIKE A GIRL TO WEAR
A BACKLESS SPORT DRESS

1, Tol seBool sl b sl
B0 Te RO ikl R e sl e e
3, To the swimming pool
4, To'chuaren o 5 s sie il

DO YOU LIKE A GIRL TO WEAR
A DRESSY SILK DRESS:

9, To picniecs
3. To parties
4, On dates .
5. Shopping .

e o o o o
* ® L2 * e
e o o o o
L] ° * o L]
. L ] . . L]
L] o . . L]
L] ° L] L] L]
e e

DO YOU LIKE A GIRL TO WEAR
EVENING DRESSES:

1, On the streets . . .
2. To informal parties .
B 1Te isBOWE Lol gl TS O s is
4, To school dances .o .

DO YOU LIKE A GIRL TO WEAR
BOOTS AND TROUSERS:

el il seReell . Wi e e
S, Bhopplng s &6 8 e .
S,  TO RICRLCE - 4 s s sl e
4, On dates to the show .

Ll . . .
L] ° . .

DO YOU LIKE A GIRL TO WEAR
HIGH HEELED SHOES:

e Do sehaol o il
24 Bhopplng s v e
3., On hlkes ., o »
4, To parties . .

Ld L . °
¢ e - W %
e o » -
e ° o o
. [ 2 L ®

DO YOU LIKE A GIRL TO USE:

i, Rouge for gehool: . i s »
Special occasions . . .
2. Lip stick for school . .
Speclial occasions . . .
3. Bright colored nail polish
TOr scBOOl o s s alle v e
Special occasions . . . +
4, Face powder for school . .
Special occasions . . « «

Sometime No
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Yes Sometime No

5., Eye shadow for school .
6. Eye brow pencil for
SCROGT" LU B sl an 4l
Special occasions .
7. Perfumes for school
Special occasions .
8. Deodorant @', Ly

I. DO YOU LIKE A BOY TO USE:

1. Face powder
2, 'Lip stlek |,
5. Nall polish
4, Perfumes . .
5. Deodorant .
6. " Reuge | Jileiis

J. DO YOU LIKE A GIRL TO:

o 0. ® - @
L] Ld ° L] L 2 L
L R R e AU TR )
. ° L ° L] L]

§ - - — O Y,

l. Arch eye brows Sl
2, Comb hair in public »
3. Put on make-up in
publi'c......;o
4, Manicure nails in
PUBLEe o L e e e
5, Get a fuzzy perma-
1 - TP PO O SR AR A

‘K. DO YOU LIKE A BOY TO:

ds  Arch oye DIrows '« o' s s
2. Comb hair in public .
3. Clean nails in public,
4, Go clean shaved . . .
5. Get a permanent . . .

What can you do to promote wholesome boy and girl
relations for yourself and others?

Boy and girl relations are important factors in
the lives of all high-school pupils. There is often
a difference in attitudes of boys and girls on
certain social customs which makes it difficult for
them to agree concerning the right or wrong of some
customs of the present day young people.

. Pleage indicate your attitudes on these social -
Customs by checking the following questions.
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Yes Sometime No

A, DO YOU LIKE YOUR BOY FRIENDS TO:

1., Take & dArink s 4+ »ls
& Get drunk: o 34 s
z. Smoke ., .
4, Tell "airty" Jokes s
5, Tell "cute" Jjokes .,
6., Use profane language

* @ o o o o
e o & o ©° o
L . ° L] . L
® e o e o o

B. DO YOU LIKE YOUR GIRL FRIENDS TO

A, Make s drimk L ol &
2. Get d-runk L ] ° . L] .
S, BSmoke . . .
4, Tell "dirty“ Jokes Y
5., Tell "cute" Jjokes .
6. Use profane language

¢ O ¥ 8 ‘e ®
o DM TR e=ge RN
. S RN e SRR e
¢ HIE - 9

¢. DO YOU LIKE BOYS AND GIRLS TO
"PARK":

1, On country roads . .
2. On-hlighwayva . . s
B IR DEYES . s
4. - In front of homes .

° L] . L]
® o o o

D. DO YOU LIKE BOYS AND GIRLS TO
DO THE FOLLOWING:

de  Hold hands & '« 's ol
2. To kiss good night s e el
3. For a boy to put his arm
arennd la gk ioline Bt Rnigilgl e
4, For a girl to sit on a
boy's lap when four are
riding In one geat . & s o' s

E. DO YOU LIKE BOYS AND GIRLS TO
EXPRESS THEIR FEELINGS OF
AFFECTION:

|
k

l. In publiec groups
Ss AL bome . ..
Sy ALt sohgel . , .. .
4, In parked cars .
Os At ghows . . &

el nom Bt~ e
e e o ® o
e ° o o o
L] . . . L]
L] . . . e
e e o o o
LB S S e
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F.

DO

Yes

YOU LIKE BOYS AND GIRLS

TO HOLD HANDS:

1.
2-
3.
4.
5.
DO

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
s
8.
9.
10.
11.

On the streets .
In the show. . .
AL 'gehoods( o sl
¥hile riding . .
Public gatherings

. . L L]
L] L] ° Ll L]
. L] . L] .
L . . . L]

YOU LIKE:

A boy to blow the horn to
announce his arrival at.
the heme o 8.81P1 « &% & &
A boy to "stand up" a
Sirl A R & e L
A girl to "stand up” a
oy s & s .

To go with an engaged boy
o givl L o ol
To date a gilirl friend'

boy friend , <« » o »
To date a boy friend'

Elodc TPLERA, o s e e
A boy to go with an

elder glrl e .
A boy to go with a girl
his parents do not like .,
A girl to go with a boy
her parents do not like ,
A girl to marry before
finishing high school . .
A boy to marry before A
finishing high school . .

YOU LIKE TO DOUBLE-DATE WITH:

BREOLReY | iseies e ¥

LT b PR AR R RS T
Girl L3 L] L . L L] L3 L] ° L] L]
Boy'friend 3 ° e . ° . ® e

YOU LIKE TO HAVE BLIND.DATES:

To help some friend out .
Because you are sorry for
SOme person . . . Nk
Because you don't have
anyone to go with & v & &
To get to go some place
you want t0 £0 « ¢« « o s o

Sometime No
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Yes Sometime No

J., DO YOU THINK PARENTS SHOULD
SET A DEFINITE TIME FOR:

1. Girls to be at home at
night' e ° L] e 8 . . L] * i@ .
9, Boys to be home at night .

K, DO YOU LIKE TO GO WITH A
boy or girl that. has to be
home at a definite time . . . .

L. WHAT TIME DO YOU THINK BOYS
AND GIRLS SHOULD BE HOME:

1., Boys - school night
- week ends . .

2, Girls - school night
- week ends . .-

M, DO YOU LIKE TO HAVE CHAPERONES

ONs

i 4% Picnics oL et e g e RS e T S Tt
ey Earhies Uy Vs B iRk ite e
3. Dances o i bt e TR R R
4. Hikes * ® ® L] L] L ° e

5. GCar rides

Do you Jjudge your friends by the amount of money
that they spend for entertainment?

Some boys and girls are able to have an enjoy-
able time on a little money, while others require
a large amount. Because of this difference many
embarrassing situations arise which lead to mis-
understanding between them,

Please express your attitude toward the
following questions by checking them.

Yes Sometime No
A, Is it all right for a girl
to share the expenses of a
d-at'e ® e ® ° ® ® ° . . . ® ® ®

B. Do you prefer to have several
dates and spend a small amount
of ‘money rather than one date
and spend g large amount . . .
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Yes Sometime No

¢, Is it all right for boys and
girls to exchange gifts . . . .

p. Do you like "Gold Diggers" . .

E. Do you like to have a date to
go to free entertalnment . . .

F. Do girls object to going with
boys that do not have cars ., .

@, Do you like to have an allow-
ance for entertalnment . . . &

H. List three things that you
like to spend money for on a date:

l. L] L4 L] . . L Ld *®
2. L] . . . ° L L] L]

5' ® L3 . L] L3 L L ®

What do boys and girls like to do for entertainment?

What boys and girls do for entertainment
frequently causes friction between them because they
do not enjoy the same things or they do not know
what the other one wants to do.

A, Make a list of five things that you like to do
on a date., (List in order of preference).

1.
4,
5.

B. Do you like to come into an entertainment after
it has started?

BB . . ¢ Sometimes .\«  Na i i

C. Do you like to leave an entertainment after it
has started?

Yes ., . . Sometimes o . « No o « o
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p. Make a list of five things that boys and girls
usually talk about while on a date:

E. List five things you do not like to do on a date:

After the questionnaire was arranged in final
‘frorm, permission to collect the data was secured, through
1}persona1 interviews, from the sup?rintendents of the
3?schools to be used in the study. At the time the inter-
| view was made with the superintendent, & copy of the
§1questionnaire was left with him for careful study, so
Efthat he might have a complete understanding of the study
'?ibefore the pupils were interviewed. He was asked not
ﬁ to discuss the problems with the pupils as unbiased
Qiattitudes were desired.

After the,superintendents had studied the
ﬂ“questionnaire and reported to the writer a convenient
W}dame for administering the questionnaire in each school,
}fan itinerary was made and followed. The dates for
SIGOllecting the data were scheduled so that the writer
t;ﬂisht administer the questionnaire before the home

i“economics classes studied the unit on boy-girl friendship,
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Out of the 230 girls and 160 boys checking

qpestionnaire 215 girls and 145 boys answered all
,Egestions. Only the ones who completely answered, all
The data will be analyzed statistically in

Ghapter IV to determine any significant difference




Chapter IV
ANALYSIS OF DATA

The data in this study were obtained from 215
 £r1s and 145 boys enrolled in the tenth and eleventh
&grades of eight high schools near Waco, Texas. These
;#,ung people expreséed thelr attitudes toward certaln

iJg‘mations by checking in a Yes, Sometimes, or No column

| of a questlonnaire.

The data were first analyzed to determine if
l%here were significant differences between the attitudes
' of the boys and the girls concerning the major topics of
xthe questionnaire; second, to determine those elements
fineluded in the major topics on which boys and the girls
‘1dlsagreed, and those elements on which they agreed.

i To ascertaln possible significant differences
fﬁotween the attitudes of the boys and the girls, Chi
5bqnare, the statistic commonly employed in the study of
i“'l'«:en:oeiav.’c.:i.on, was used, To determine what particular
Eﬂlements of the major topics produced significant
Qanflicts in opinion, percentages were employed as a
rough guide for interpretations.

Before the data were analyzed to determine if

@here were gignificant differences between the attitudes

r




;f the boys and the girls in regard to certain forms of
;00131 behavior, it was necessary to consollidate small
;pecific factors into general topics, and then to

| construct the hypothesis that boys in general agree with

| zirls in general concerning forms of social behavior. To
 ;ggt such an hypothesis, a contingency table for each
E;gJor toplic consldered was set up and Chli Square computed.
{Yfz such a Chi Square was found to be greater than the
§ gr1t1cal value, 5.991, 1t was concluded that the boys
T,,d the girls dld not agree in respect to that topic.

[ The obtained Chi Square value 4,313 for the
iaasociation between the attitudes of boys and girls
{aeward the wearing of ties and coats by boys cannot be

if@onaidered significant (Table 1), because in this study

In comparing the percentages of the opinion of
ﬁbors and girls on the topic of wearing coats and ties

| for various occasions, 1t was found that the majority
}(60 per cent or more) of both the boys and girls agreed
tthat coats and ties should be worn to church, parties,
;iﬂd dates (Table 2); however, 1l per cent or less of
‘DOys and girls thought that ties and coats should be worn

| Y0 school and picnics, Although the majority of the




j7ys and the girls did agree that the boys should wear

eoats and ties to parties, 13 per cent more of the girls

;ﬂ;. of the boys expressed this opinion,

Table 1.,--ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS
AND GIRLS TOWARD THE WEARING OF TIES AND COATS

BY BOYS
P -~ ——— ]
YES SOMETIMES NO TOTALS
0 T 0 T 0 e
irls 1119 1096.5 587 617.5 444 436 2150
oys 717 739.5 447 416,55 286 294 1450
1836 1034 730 3600

Chi Square = ZLQ%?)E - 4,3129 Not significant

D, F. = 2
0 = an observed cell frequency
T = a theoretical or computed:cell frequency based
upon the constructed hypothesis
D. F. = the number of degrees of freedom by which an

obtained value of Chi Square msy be interpreted
on the basis of the probability of its
occurrence,
The Chi Square value, 4.20, for the association
;f'tween the attitudes of the boys and the girls on the
|Wearing of various types of dress is also less than

‘?5991 (Table 3); hence the difference in the attitudes of

POys and girls toward this topic was not significant.
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- Table 2,--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD THE
WEARING OF TIES AND COATS BY BOYS

—— e e e
— LELTT

YES§’ gQMETIgES NO_
e -7 G gtk b unt wn
i Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
A boy should wear
Ba tle
To church 98.0 96.6 1.4 2.7 .6 o
| 70 parties 834, %0.9 13,4 @2.8' 3.8 8
‘;To dates 76.2 72.0 23.8 24.0 +9 4.0
]>TO school 7.4 8.3 57.5 48.2 35,1 43,4
- To picnics 6.0 11.0 19,8 32,0 74,7 87.9
A boy should wear
~ a coat
- To church 94,1 91.6 4., 7.6 1.8 o7
- To parties 76.0 60.6 21,8 31.7 2.7 7.6
- To dates 68.4 64.7 28.8 28,3 2.7 6.9
- To school 8.8 7.6 62.8 63.4 28.8 28.9
' To picnics 5,50 1808} lar.e i4siass el 400k

Only a small percentage (ranging from 12 to 1
Per cent) of the boys and the girls thought that a
fi*kless sport dress was the proper dress to wear to
2?1001 to shop or to church (Table 4). However, over
Half of the girls and the boys did believe that a backless

SPOrt dress was sultable for wearing while looking on at




Table 3.--ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS |
AND GIRLS TOWARD THE WEARING OF BACKLESS SPORT,
AFTERNOON, AND EVENING DRESSES

YES SOMETIMES NO TOTALS
0 T 0 T 0 T

 Girls 607 636,95 877 | o71.4 1611  1887.1 3796

iﬁoys 459 429.5 38l 386.6 1045 1068.9 1886

 Chl Square = =(0-%)° = 41976 Not significant

"I T D. Fo = 2

‘a swimming pool. From 55 to 68 per cent of the boys and
the girls agreed that an afternoon dress could be worn

I

| to parties and on dates; whereas less than seven per

ﬁw-oper attire for picnics and school, There was some
\ﬁVSasreement over the wearing of the afternoon dress
wﬁhen shopping, as 55 per cent of the boys were of the
}w}lnion that it should not be worn when shopping and
only 30 per cent of the girls held this view, Less than
16 Per cent of both the girls and the boys believed that
an evening dress would be sultable to wear to parties,
Q“°‘B, and éhop. There was some disagreement between
?“‘ boys and the girls in regard to evening dresses at

dances, as 18 per cent more of the boys than of the glirls

_;?’Ored the wearing of an evening dress for school dances,
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rable 4.,--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD THE
WEARING OF BACKLESS SPORT, DRESSY SILK, AND
EVENING DRESSES BY GIRLS

YES ggMETIMES NO
p - N = 215 Girls_ Boys zlrls Boys Girls Boys
giris = 145 “Per Per Per Per Per Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

'Y;,girl should wear
i a backless sport
dress

To swimming pool 68.2 ©54.5 25,2 26,2 6.5 19.8

To school O (XL VESST T 108 1 818 O TReS
To shop 1.8 "11;2 12,0 20.6 86.2 68,2
To church Led ' B.4 3.2 0 95.5 97.8

. glrl should wear
- an afternoon

dress

To parties 67.8 60.6 29.9 32.4 2.8 6.9
To dates 55.7 6l.4 39,5 32.3 4.7 6.2
To shop 19,9 18.6 49,7 26.1 30.3 55.2
To pienics 6.1 . BuR A9.E ARLE ' 749 Hele
To school 3.7 2.2 34,0 29,2 BL, 6 V8.9

A girl should wear
.~ an evening dress

To school dances 46.9 64.1 42,7 20.6 10,9 1 156.28
- To parties 11.6 15,8 148 L 20.8 ‘B.8 . B85S
__To shows 1.3 5.5 P8 26,2 91.3 68,2
To shop 0 -0 SR ., ST W e SO TN
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The Chi Square value, 3.555, in testing the

sociation between the attitudes of boys and girls in

| regard to the wearing of boots and trousers and of high
fiwaled shoes cannot be considered significant (Table 5),
 5¢ 1t is less than the critical value.

Table 5.--ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS

AND GIRLS TOWARD THE WEARING OF BOOTS AND TROUSERS
AND OF HIGH HEELED SHOES BY GIRLS

.
-

YES SOMETIMES NO TOTALS

e

0 i 9] ;4 0 T

Girls 341  349.4 441 419,9 938 950.7 1720

fﬁoys 244 235.6 262 283.1 654 641.3 1160

— - S e e wee S S e wee e Sme Seen  Smem e e G e e S e S e e e Gme e

Chi Square = ZM = 3,555 Not significant
T . F, =2

The fact that the boys and the girls did
 prress such similar opinions concerning the wearing of
‘ﬁoets and trousers and of high heeled shoeé by girls
 engages attention (Table 6), Over 50 per cent of them
8tated that boots and trousers were suitable to wear on
& plenic, but only 13 per cent or less thought that
Doots and trousers were desirable for wearing to school,
‘79 dates, and to shop., A majority (61 to 66 per cent) of
BOth the girls and the boys believed that high heeled




Table 6.--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD THE
SHOES BY GIRLS

o - —
S = —

WEARING OF BOOTS AND TROUSERS AND OF HIGH HEELED

| YES SOMETIMES NO
| girls - N = 215  Girls Boys Girls Boys  Girls Boys
|Boys - N = 145 Per Per Per. TYer Per Per
3 Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
| A girl should wear

boots and

trousers

To picnics 59.8 B67.9% 82,6 80,2 78 1 11.8
. To school 13,1 8.9 49,8 ' 48.3 37.6 488

To date 1.8 2.7 10,6 B.9 | 87.6 | 88,2
| To shop 0 1.8 1248 19,8 @ 8R.5) . VS
A girl should wear

high heeled

shoes

To parties 61.7 66,1 32.2 22,7 6.1 11.2

To shop 18.1 19,9 . B5l.1 | 7.8 30.7 42,7
~ To school 2.5 8.2 15,7 4849 BR2LL T TSHE

To hike 9 4,8 1.4 1.4 97.6 93.7

the attitudes of the boys and girls toward the use of
Cosmetics by girls (Table 7). The Chi Square value,

There is a very significant difference between

92.701, for this association is more than eight times




| i 10

o

+ne value necessary to be statistically significant;
nence it may be termed very significant.

Table 7.--ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS
AND GIRLS TOWARD THE USE OF COSMETICS BY GIRLS

s SOMETIMES NO TOTALS
0 T 0 T 0 T

lgirls 1648 1535.2 670 686.2 692 788.6 3010

| Boye 923 1035.8 477 460.8 630 533.4 2030

— e e e mmm e e S mew e e e e e e e e e e mem e e e e

2
' Chi Square = 2.(2%12.. = 52,7017 Very significant

A majority of both the boys and the girls

| favored the use of face powder, lipstick, fouge, perfume,
léaobrow pencil, and deodorant for special occasions, but
ﬁ{oas than 40 per cent of them favored the use of rouge,
fﬂ:il polish, perfume, and eyebrow pencil for school
 ,Table 8). In fact more than half of both the boys and
‘iirls said that nail pollsh and eyebrow pencil should not
be worn at school. There were differences in opinion
about the use of face powder for school, lipstick for
%»ecial occasions and school, nall polish for special
fecasions, and the use of deodorant, Eighty-seven per

cent of the girls thought face powder should be used for

@chool, but only 69 per cent of the boys favored its use.

4
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z'gable 8,--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD THE USE
b OF COSMETICS BY GIRLS

YES SOMETIMES NO
_ N =215 Girls Boys _Girls Boys _Girls Boys
- N = 145 Per er er Per Per Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

lfﬂglrl should use

‘ﬂ Face powder for

Special
occasions 96,4 85.5 A BT I A .9 4,1
School 86,6 68,9 10,7 23.4 2:7 7.6
| Lipstick for
Special
occasions 93,6 734 6.1 19.5 o4 T8
School 68.3 35.8 21.4 35.8 10,3 28,3
- Rouge for
i Speclal '
occasions 87.6 78,5 10,8 23,2 2.2 8.2
School 36,7 22.8 . 45.% 44.1 A7.7 33.1
~ Nail polish for
- Special
occaslions 43,1 40,6 48,3 29.7 848 29.7
School 6.5 9.6 19.1 17,9 74,3 72.4
~ Perfume for
- Special
occasions 73,8, 0.7 22.8 17,5 3.3 6.9
School 21.9 22,1 37.6 55.8 40,4 42,1
-_ Eyebrow pencil for
‘ Special
occasions 53.8 43.4 34.8 34.4 1136 22.2
School 1241 9.6 ' L AR D 56.1 73.2
;: Deodorant 83.3 64.8 11.1 e s 5.6 15,8
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Sixty-eight per cent of the girls approved the
:'gée of 1ipétick for school, 93 per cent on special
ﬁpccasions; of the boys only 35 per cent approved 1its use
Efor gchool, 73 per cent for special occasions, Twenty-
L;ine per cent of the boys objected to the use of nail
ﬁpelish for special occasions, but only eight per cent of

ﬂthe girls obJected to its use for these occasions.

toward the use of cosmetics by boys is more than the
‘required value (Table 9), it may be sald there were

‘gignificant differences between the attitudes of boys and

Table 9,--ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS
AND GIRLS TOWARD THE USE OF COSMETICS BY BOYS

YES SOMETIMES NO TOTALS
0 T 0 T 0 T

Girls 190 168.4 202 215.5 898 906.1 1290

TS M mmn v v m— - - v v - ov—— v e e vwen - e ewn S e e w— — f—

‘#BYB 92 113.6 159 148,96 619 610.9 870

BBL Square = s:(OEng = 9,155 Significant
D. F. = 2




1=

There is a difference in attitude expressed
ﬁgver the use of deodorant (Table 10), as 64 per cent of
Mthe girls and only 36 per cent of the boys believed that
%a deodorant should be used by boys. A large majority

!
?(13 a range of 62 to 96 per cent) of both boys and girls

1gtated that face powder, naill polish, lipstick, and rouge
I

hghould not be used by the boys.

Table 10.--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD THE USE
OF COSMETICS BY BOYS

YES SOMETIMES _NO
l @Girls - N = 215 Girls Boys Girls Bgys Girls Boys|
| Boys - N = 145 “Per Per Per Per Per  Par

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

| A boy should use Vi
i L

Deodorant 64.6 36.6 19.6 24,1 15.8 39.3
Perfume 14,0 | 11,1 36.0 44,8 51.8 444
Face powder 79 9,6 24.2 26.1 68.3 62.9
Nail polish ¢ D YR 0. T T O L T

Lipstick 1 T NS, o ST 95.3
Rouge B A S ST B ekl

I i

A significant Chi Square value of 7.080 was
_fibund for the association between attitudes of boys and |
‘[girls in regard to personal grooming practices by girls
'ﬁTable 11); therefore the differences in attitudes

8re considered significant.,
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rTable 11.-~ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS
AND GIRLS TOWARD PERSONAL GROOMING PRACTICES BY
GIRLS

YES SOMETIMES NO TOTALS

0 T 0 T 0 3

irls 148 134.3 130 144.5 797  796.2 1075

— e S e m— e e W e mam e e e e v e e e e Smme e e e e e

Chi Square = i.(.Q%IlE .= 7,080 Significant
D ¥, = 2

An analysis of the responses on the different

”practices indicates that there was a difference of 25

| per cent in attitude of the boys and girls over girls'
‘arching of their eyebrows, with the percentage of the
boys favoring this practice less than the percentage of
‘the girls (Table 12). A large majority (in a range of
73 to 98 per cent) of both the boys and girls agreed
that girls should not comb their halr, put on make-up,
Tr manicure their nails in public. Ninety-three per
'wont of the girls and 82 per cent of the boys objected

0 pPermanents that give a dry dead appearance to the

dalr,
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prgble 12.--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD PERSONAL
GROOMING PRACTICES BY GIRLS

YES SOMETIMES NO
girls - N = 215 Girls Boys _Girls Boys _Girls Boys
goys - N = 145 Per Per Per Per Per Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

B girl should
Arch eyebrows 65.9 40,4 27.5 28.0 6.5 31.6

Comb hair in

public 0.9 o 15.2 23.5 83.8 3.7
Put make-up on

in public 0.9 1.8 9.5 I i 0 89.6 87.5
Manicure nalils

in public 0.4 0.6 1.8 4,9 97.8 94.4
Get a fuzzy

permanent 0.4 0.6 6.0 9.6 93.6 89.8

Although the Chi Square value, 5.859, for the

‘issociation between the attitudes of boys and girls
ﬁ?ovard personal grooming practices by boys is higher
VEhan some of the other values found in this section, 1t
';8 slightly less than the required value (Table 13).
‘Therefore, it cannot be considered as significant.

] Over 93 per cent of the boys and the girls
agreed that boys should go clean shaven; less than six

ﬁer cent of them agreed that a boy should arch his eye-

f’t & permanent, Although a small percentage of the boys




46

_;d the glrls favored cleaning nails in public there was

;¢me disagreement over this point. Ninety per cent of
{;g girls stated that a boy should not clean his nails in
fAblic, but only 70 per cent of the boys agreed with the

“:r irlsi

Tgble 13.--ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS
AND GIRLS TOWARD PERSONAL GROOMING PRACTICES BY BOYS

YES SOMETIMES NO TOTALS

e e

0 T 0 T 0 T

@Girls 228 229.4 186 @ 162.9 711 692.7 1075

e — — — - — — — v — — — — —
— o — — — — —_ — — — — — — — — —

'foys 156 154.6 120 ° 203.1 449 467.3 725

— v e e e e e e e maa mem e e G et e Med e e e e e e e

Chi Square = 5?&9%113 = 5.859 Not significant
D, F. = 2

Table 14,--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD PERSONAL
GROOMING PRACTICES BY BOYS

.F
YES SOMETIMES B . i
@irls - N = 215  @irls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys
Boys - N = 145 Per Per Per Per Per Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

y boy should

Go clean shaven 99.1 94,4 0 Rl d .9 2.8

Arch eyebrows pE it 6 14.8 5.6 82.5 93.%7

Clean nails in

public Ui 5.9 78 24,3 905 70.2
- Comb hair in

public 1.4 5.9 3D.2 45,5 63e S 48,9

~ Get a permanent .9 1.4 5.0 4.8 ' 94.3 93.1
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For the assoclation between the attitudes of

:boyﬂ and girls toward personal habits of boys, Chi Square

:"ag found to be 41,837 (Table 15). Since the Chi Square

ialue is six times larger than the necessary statistical

Tgble 15.-~-ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS
AND GIRLS TOWARD DRINKING, TELLING JOKES, SMOKING,
AND USE OF PROFANE LANGUAGE BY BOYS

b4 AN SOMETIMES NO TOTALS
_ 0 T 0 T 0 , S
e
| Girls 77 91.3,. /230  12989.5 983 916.2 @ 1298
Boys 76 | 6l.7 | 245 190.5 551 617.8 870
153 a3 1534 2160

Chi Square = 249%112 = 41,837 Very significant
: D.FI=2

More than 70 per cent of both the boys and the

Fffrlend“ do the following: take a drink, get drunk, tell
ﬁlisqué stories, and use profane language. Between 25 per
jfBent and 38 per cent of them did not approve of smoking or
| Jokes., The percentage of girls objecting to drinking and
Tisqué stories was considerably higher than that of the

| PO¥8. Although 96 per cent of the boys objected to their




i!ﬁend getting drunk, only 72 per cent objected to his

| taxing & drink. The number of boys and girls who

Tgble 16.--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD DRINKING,
TELLING RISQUE STORIES, SMOKING, AND USE OF PROFANE
LANGUAGE BY BOY-FRIENDS

W

- YES SOMETIMES NO
Girls - N = 215 Girls Boys Girls Boys _ Girls Boys|
Boys - N = 145 Per Per Per Per Per 'Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

A boy should
Take a drink 1.3 5.5 5 Y 22.1 93.6 72.3
Get drunk 0.9 0.7 0,9 S.8 1.98,1  ‘986.7
Smoke 13.5 13.8 48.8 54,5 37.6 31. 6

Tell risqué
stories 0.4 3.4 0.4 86,2  99.2 70.4
 Tell jokes 18,6 27,5 49,2  47.5 32,1 24.9

Use profane
language o JNE - TR Y 2.0 RSB 97,0 848

Since the Chi Square value, 5.202, for the
t“sociation between the attitudes of boys and girls -
{oward personal habits of girls is less than the ecritical
Value (Table 17), the difference in attitudee may not be
Considered significant.
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rgble 17.--ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS
AND GIRLS TOWARD DRINKING, TELLING JOKES, SMOKING,
AND THE USE OF PROFANE LANGUAGE BY GIRLS

YES SOMETIMES NO TOTALS

: 0 b 0 e 0 T

| ¢1r1s 59 63.9 120 133,7 1111 1092.4 1290

Boys 48 43,1 /164! e0.S /'ma) Pse.k 'g78
107 224 1829 2160

Chi Square = 249%213 = 5,202 Not significant
D, F. = 2

Over 85 per cent of both the girls and the boys
ﬁabJected to thelr "girl-friend's" doing the following
| things: taking a drink, getting drunk, smoking, telling

ﬁtelling Jokes, The percentage of girls objecting to
ismoking and risqué stories was somewhat higher than that
&Qf the boys.

The Chli Square value, 127.461, for the
‘association between the attitudes of boys and girls
fioward means of expressing affection was found to be 20
 %1mes the value necessary to be considered significant
ﬁxT&ble 19); therefore, the difference in attitudes in

?QSard to this question 1s very significant,
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rable 18.--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD DRINKING,
TELLING RISQUE STORIES, SMOKING, AND USE OF PROFANE
LANGUAGE BY GIRL-FRIENDS

| YES SOMETIMES NO
| girls - N = 215 Girls Boys Girls Boys _Giris Boys
1 = 145 Per ' Per Peyr Per Por Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

/
‘»,
.
| A girl should

Take & drink 1,3 4.8 2.3 6.3 96.5 88.8
Get drunk 1.4 2.8 0.5 4,8 98.1 92,3
Smoke 2.3 4,2 5.6 /10.3 94.1 Bb4
Tell risqué

stories 1.3 3.4 0 B ays | 878 | BRLS
Tell Jokes 80,4 15,9 ALY 5.8 52,0 4808

Use profane
language 1.9 2.0 0.9 4,1 87.8 93. 8§

Table 19,--ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS
AND GIRLS TOWARD MEANS OF EXPRESSING AFFECTION

YES SOMETIMES BO . TOTALS
0 T 9) T 0 T

:‘Girls 506 655.6 992 1027.2 2372 2187.2 3870

e e e T e e e e p—

TS mm mm e e e men S S e e Sam m S eew e G e mem  mee M cmm Sete e e o s amm

Chi Square = '219%213_ = 127.463 Very significant
D W8 2




OF EXPRESSING AFFECTION

rable 20.--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD MEANS

YR SOMETIMES NO
= 215 Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys
Boys - N = 145 Peor Per Per Per Per DPer
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
| Boys and girls
‘leylould park
In front of homes 18.1 15.8 39.5 27.6 42,53 56.5
In parks 9.4 28,9 37,5 52,4 52.9 18.6
On country roads 4,6 33,1 ' 19.0 42,0 76,5  24.8
On highways o 1« R, ¢ 4.6 18,8 < 84.6 (7.2
| Boys and girls
| should
| Kiss good night 24,6 54,4 22,4 35.1 52,9 12.4
| Hold hands 16.7 28,3 54.8 46,8 28,4 4.8
| A boy should put
| his arm around
s girl 22.4 58,5 52,9 535.0 24.6 8. 6
| A girl should sit
| on a boy's lap 20,9 61,0 30,7 28.9 @ 48,5  20.8
| Boys and girls
| should express
affection in
Homes 35.8 34.4 43.2 42,1 20.9 23.4
- Parked cars 23.2 38,9 4.4 8B.2 @ 42,8 26.2
Shows Bol '\ BB T3 188 BY0 75
School B2 Sk 135 AV.9 . 888 78.3
Public groups 2.4 0% 3.3 9.6 94,3 89,
| Boys and girls
| should hold
hands
In cars 17,5 28,8 56.7 [ 3V.9 " 45,9 35,8
. In shows b.l1  16.8 10,3 @ 38.6 684.8 ' 44.8
On streets 5.1 2.8 16,8 L1889 ad.)7 | 61 8
~In public
_ gatherings 3.0 2.8 7.0 0 18,5 900 (7.8
~ In school 2.2 2,1 5.8 1 1841 ' 98,2 847




i
')

More than 50 per cent of the boys approved

g‘of kissing good night, holding hands, of a boy's putting
;1h15 arm around a girl, and of a girl's sitting on a
Jlboyls lap, whereas, less than 20 per cent of the girls
jiapproved of these things (Table 20). A larger percentage
i¥0f the girls than of the boys disapproved of parking on
:'highways, on country roads, and in parks, of expressing
affection in cars, of a girl's sitting on a boy's lap,

{ and of holding hands in picture shows. The majority of

§ the boys and the girls indicated that public places were
| not desirable for them to express affection,

The Chi Square value, 60.951, for the
fasaociation between the attitudes of boys and girls
”:toward chaperons is more than 10 times the value necessary
| to be statistically significant (Table 21); therefore,
‘;the difference in attitudes may be regarded as very
| significant.

Table 21,--ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS
AND GIRLS TOWARD CHAPERONS

YES SOMETIMES NO TQTALS
0 T 0 i 0 T

?iﬂirls 503 431.5 282 286 290 357.5 1075

—
TR e e e s e s e e s v e e e e G mmm e em em e mmm e e e e

SN Mmoo e e e e e mem eww e R M e M mem e s e e e e e e e

Chi Square = ZKQ_EEL‘? = 60.951 Very significant
D. F. = 2




| P

| want 2 chaperon on car rides.

There was a general disagreement over the

| jace where the boys and the girls bellieved that

fghought it necessary to have chaperons for these

Table 22.--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD

Wehaperons were needed (Table 22). Over 49 per cent of

heecasions. A majority of the boys and the girls did not

CHAPERONS
YES _ SOMETIMES NO
|Girls - N = 215  Girls Boys _ Girls Boys _ Girls Boys
‘Boys - N = 145 Per Per Per Per Per Per
‘ Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
| Boys and girls should
. have a chaperon
| At picnics 85.9 35,2 'Be.4 ' 338 116 ' BL.®
At dances 53.8 37.4 22.8 b 4 23.3 35.8
At parties 52.8 35.8 32.6 26.2 14.5 37.9
On hikes 49,7 32.2 24,7 34.3 25,5 33. 5
On car rides 11.2 448 1 28.8 | 187 59.8 8l.4

Since the Chi Square value, 10,116, for the

88sociation between the attitudes of boys and girls in

Tegard to dating practices was found to be greater than




| the value necessary to be statistically significant
df(Table 23), it may be sald that the difference in
| attitudes of boys and girls toward the dating practices

Table 23.--ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS
AND GIRLS TOWARD DATING PRACTICES

YES SOMETIMES NO TOTALS

0 iy 0 Gy 0 T
| giris 526 455 1015 996,8 2114 2203.2 3655
| Boys 236 307 676 694.2 1553 1463.8 2465
762 1691 3667 6120

Ghi Square = T(0-1)° = 10,1165 Signiricant
T D. F, = 2
The majority of the disagreements concerning
E?dating practices occurred over double-dating, as a
iilarger percentage of the girls than of the boys liked t6
‘%dnuble-date (Table 24). Another practice that caused

| disagreement was for a boy to date the girl-friend of
Lhis boy-friend, Seventy-one per cent of the girls
%Dbjected to this practice, but only 59 per cent of the
:Beys agreed with the girls. Less than 14 per cent of
Doth the boys and girls favored the following practices:
“r boys! and girls' dating persons of whom their

Pﬂrents disapproved; of a boy's dating an older girl; of




Table 24.--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD DATING
PRACTICES

YES

SOMETIMES

NO

| girls - N = 215 Girls_Boys

Girls Boys

Girls Boy

Cent Cent

Boys - N = 145 Per  Per

Per
Cent

Per
Cent

Per
Cent

Per
Cent

——

| the following dating
| practices should be

observed

A boy should go

with a girl his

family does not

like 13.9 13.5
A girl should go

with a boy

her family

does not like 13.1 11.0
A boy should go

with older

girl T *1.68
A boy should blow
- the horn to

announce his

arrival at a

girl's home 7.0 8.9

A girl should date

a girl-friend's

boy-friend B2 4,9
Boys and girls

should date

engaged persons 2.6 3.5
A boy should date

& boy-friend's

girl friend - 6.9

A girl should not

appear for a

date 0.8 0.7
A boy should not

appear for a

date 0.5 4,2

51.8

48,7

45.4

10.0

28.2

15.3

26,3

5.1

0.9

46,7

50.9

48.8

20.7

3l1.9

19.9

33.7

9.8

13.0

333

38.1

47.3

83.0

69.6

82.1

7l.4

94.1

98.5

39.9

37.9

99.9

70.3

64.1

76.5

59,3

89,5

82. 7
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Table 24.--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD DATING
PRACTICES -- Continued

‘ YES SOMETIMES NO
| girls - N = 215 Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boy

' Boys - N = 145 Per  Per Per Per rer Per
1l Cent Cent Cent. Cent Cent Cent

Boys and girls
should double-
date
| With girl-friend 61.7 20.6 29,3 37.9 8.9 4l1.4
| With boy-friend 49,1 28,9 30,2 24.2 18.6 46,8
;] With sister 29.7 6,2 33,5 15.8 36.7 99,9
1 With brother 24,7 6.2 30,8 11:0 44,9 82,7

Boys and girls
gshould blind-
date only

To help a friend 10.8 17.9 50.2 38.6 38.9 43.4
To get to go

some place 8.8 4,8 26.2 22,1 64,9 73.1
To express

sympathy for

a person 7.4 11.1 27.9 26,1 64,6 62,7
To have someone '

to go with 1.3 Bl 12.0 17,3 86,7 79.9

e N —— -ﬂﬁm.zza‘a;m bty

| & boy's blowing the horn to announce his arrival at a

8irl's home; of going with an engaged person; of failing
| to appear for a date. The majority of the boys and

ﬁ‘sirls disapproved of blind-dating for any reason other
!‘

f:than to help a friend.

1 Since the Chi Square value, 8.895, for the
|
Jaseociation between the attitudes of boys and girls




| inen the critical value (Table 25), it may be sald
| tnat the difference in attitude is significant.

Table 25.--ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS
AND GIRLS TOWARD SETTING A DEFINITE TIME TO BE

HOME
YES . . SOMETIMES NO TOTALS
0 T 0 T 0 T
B 142 139.1 220 200.7 | 283  305.2 645
Boys 91 93.9 116 135.3 228 205.8 435 -
233 336 511 1080

Ohi Square = Z(0-T)% . 5 895 Significant
T D, F, = 2

A small percentage (in a range of 19 to 26
j‘per' cent) of both the boys and the girls agreed that
‘there should be a definite time for them to be home at
| night (Table 26); however, approximately one-third of
.the girls and one-half of the boys objected to the
| definite time. A majority of them also objected to
; dat1ng persons who have to be home at a deflnite time,
| with the boys expressing a stronger objection.
Since the Chi Square value for the association
,'between the attitudes of boys and girls toward spending
| Money on dates was found to be 6.334, the difference in

- attitudes may be concluded as significant (Table 27),




-

pecause the value is higher than 5,991 the necessary

v&lue .

Table 26.--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD SETTING
A DEFINITE TIME TO BE HOME AT NIGHT

YES SOMETIMES NO
Girls - N = 215 Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys
Boys - N = 145 Per Per Per . Per Per Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

A definite time to
be home should

be set
For girls 26,7 26,1 39,9 3l.4 33.3 42,5
For boys 19.6 20.6 39,9 27.6 40,4 81,7

Boys and girls do
like to date
persons who have
to be home at a
definite time 19.9 16,8 282.2 2l.4 6%7.9 62.7

Table 27,.--ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE ATTITUDES OF BOYS
AND GIRLS TOWARD SPENDING OF MONEY ON DATES

YES SOMETIMES NO  TOTALS
0 T 0 T 0 T

: Girls 557 538.6 396 422.6 552 ©543.8 1505

T e — e m—— —— - o e bems S e e - m— e e m—— wen v e e - e s S

e e T T T e T T SN —

Chi Square = 2_(_0-1-‘._2)_2 = 6,334 Significant
D, F. = 2




On investigating Table 28 it was found that
there was a disagreement over the question of having
geveral dates with a small expenditure of money, rather
than one date with a large expenditure of money, Seventy-
gix per cent of the girls stated that they preferred to
have several dates and spend a small amount of money,
but only a small majority (56 per cent) of the boys
agreed with the girls. There was also disagreement over
girls going with boys who dld not have cars. Sixty-two
per cent of the girls stated that they did not object to
dating a boy without a car, but 17 per cent of the boys
stated that girls did objJect to going with a boy who did
not have a car. A majority of both the boys and the
girls liked to exchange gifts and have an allowance for
entertainment. Only eight per cent or less of the boys
- and the girls liked to have a girl share the expenses of
a date, or liked the so-called "gold digger',

A large majority (66 per cent or more) of both
the girls and the boys suggested that their date money
should be spent for shows, food, and soft drinks
(Table 29), A larger percentage of the boys than of
the girls thought that date money should be spent for
| gas, and only a very small percentage of either the
- boys or girls suggest that money be spent for souvenirs,

music, cigarettes, or beer.




Table 28.--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD THE
SPENDING OF MONEY ON DATES

|

WS o < SOMETIMES NO
Girls - N = 2156 Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys
Boys - N = 145 Per DPer Per Per Per 'Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

Boys and girls
should exchange
gifts 77,0 T4 20.7 15.9 2.9 6.8

Boys and girls
prefer several
dates with a
small expendi-
ture of money
rather than to
have one date
with a large
expenditure of
money 76.0 56.5 40451 17.9 15.9 25.5

Boys and girls
like an allow-
ance for
entertainment 62.1 59,3 19,2 19,8 18.6 21.8

Boys and girls
like to have
a date to go to
free enter-

tainment 30,7 18.6 67.9 59.8 11,3 20.6
Girls object to

going with

boys who do not e

have cars 8.8 17.9 28,9 64.8 62,2 1178

Boys and girls
like to have a
girl share the
€Xpenses of a
date 2.4 7.6 45,9 9.9 51.6 6l.4

Boys and girle
like a "gold
b digger” 2.1 6.1 0.9 8.7 90 Ves.)

e ——
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Table 29.--THINGS FOR WHICH BOYS AND GIRLS LIKE TO
SPEND MONEY ON DATES

Girls - N = 215 GIRLS BOYS
Boys - N = 145 Per Cent Per Cent

Things for which boys and
girls like to spend

money

Shows 90.9 92.3
Food 76.0 78.5
Soft drinks 69.6 66,8
Dances 12.5 8.9
Gas 13.9 25.5
Gum 12.5 6.8
Souvenirs 4,2 2.7
Music 1.4 0.0
Cigarettes 1.4 2.7

Beer 0.9 1.4

A majority of the boys and the girls stated
that they like to go to shows and to go riding on a date
(Table 50), however, a large percentage of the girls

- favored going to shows over going riding. Around 40 per

| ¢eént of the girls and 35 per cent of the boys preferred

- 10 go to dances and parties. Forty-eight per cent of
| the boys liked to park and pet on dates, but only 10
| Per cent of the girls agreed with the boys. Only a

| ——




small percentage of both the boys and girls suggested
that they should do other things on dates.

Table 30.--THINGS THAT BOYS AND GIRLS SUGGESTED THAT
THEY SHOULD DO ON DATES

215 GIRLS BOYS
145 Per Cent Per Cent

Girls - N
Boys - N

Things that boys and girls should
do on dates

Go to shows 94,7 66,2
Go riding 50.5 53.7
Go to parties 46,3 35.1
Go to dances 42.6 35.1
Go to picnics 34,4 26.8
Go to dinners 22.3 19.2
Stay at home and talk 18.0 13.7
Go to church 16.2 4.1
Play games 12.5 6.2
Go swimming 11.1 17.9
Visit friends 11.0 3.4
Park and pet 9.7 48.1
Stay at home 9.3 4,8
Go hiking 8.8 6.2
Go to unusual places 7.4 7.6
Go to plays 6.0 4,8
Go to free entertainment 6.0 8.9
Take plctures 4,6 0.7
Kiss good night 4,6 10.3
Go to other towns 4,1 2.
Go to ball games 4,1 10.3
Make candy 4,1 0.7
Go to parks 2.8 2.0
Go boat riding 1.4 2.0

The percentage (ranging from 29 to 56 per
cent) of the girls who obJected to petting, parking,
drinking, telling risqué stories and smoking on dates

was larger than the percentage (ranging from 24 to 4
per cent) of the boys (Table 31), Only a very small

5
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b

percentage of both the girls and the boys objected to
the other things that they suggested they should not do

on dates.

Table 31.--THINGS THAT BOYS AND GIRLS SUGGESTED THAT
THEY SHOULD NOT DO ON DATES

215 GIRLS BOYS
145 Per Cent Per Cent

Girls - N
Boys - N

Things that boys and girls should
not do

Pet 56.0
Park on country roads 48,7
Drink P 44,5
Tell risque stories 32.5
Smoke 29,2
Gossip 16.7
Go to place their parents

objected to 11,6
Go riding
Dance
Talk about other dates
Double date
Go to places not approved
Single date
Stay out late
Talk of unpleasant things
Sit in cars
Stay at home
Talk about themselves
Walk on the streets
Talk about the weather
Have a flat
Be with people you dislike
Go to cheap shows
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The suggested topics of conversation ranking
highest in favor with boys and girls were shows,

friends, school work, current events, sports, the
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future, and love (Table 32). The topics next in
popularity in their conversations were themselves, things
they do, the moon, parents, parties, the weather, hobbiles,
and dances, The other suggested topics were not popular
with either the boys or girls; therefore, they may be
considered as merely occasional topics of conversation

between the boys and girls.

Table 32.--THINGS THAT THE BOYS AND GIRLS SUGGESTED
THAT THEY TALKED ABOUT ON DATES

R a— —
— =

Girls - N 215 GIRLS BOYS
Boys -~ N 145 Per Cent Per Cent

I

Boys and girls talked about

Shows 56,0 31.9
Friends 48,2 Ol .6
School work 47,7 30,3
Current events S1l.1 19.9
Sports 29,7 15.8
Future 26,4 27,9
Love 29.5 24,1
Themselves 15.8 21. 3
Things they do 14.4 14.4
Moon 14.4 4,8
Parents 13,9 6.8
Parties 1845 16.5
Weather 9.3 17.9
Hobbies 9.3 2.7
Dances 7.4 10
Books 6.5 0.7
Vacations 5.6 4,1
Picnics 5.6 0.0
Dates 4,1 8.6
Churches 3.7 1.4
Jokes 2.7 4.1
Games 2.3 0.7
People 1.8 1.4
College life 1.8 0.0




A larger percentage of both the boys and
girls agreed that ten o'clock for school nights and
twelve o'clock for week-ends were desirable hours for
boys to be home at night (Table 33). They also thought
ten o'clock was desirable time for girls to be home on
school nights, but they did not agree on the week-end
hour. The larger percentage of girls thought they
should have the same privilege as the boys to stay out
until twelve o'clock, but the larger percentage of
boys thought ten-thirty o'clock should be the time for
girls to be home on week-ends,

Table 34 presents a summary of the Chi Square
values, with their interpretations, of the association
between the attitudes of boys and girls toward the
major topics of the study. The interpretations of the
Chi Sdquare values indicate that there were very
significant, signlficant, and non-significant differences
in attitudes existing between the sexes toward these
toplcs. BSince these differences do exist, it may be
assumed that there would be social conflicts occurring
between the sexes over the toplics where there were very
significant and significant in attitudes, and that
social conflicts would not likely occur over those
topics on which the differences in attitudes were not

significant.




Table 33,--ATTITUDES OF BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD THE
TIME OF NIGHT TO BE HOME

215 GIRLS BOYS
145 Per Cent Per Cent

Girls - N
Boys -'N

Boys should be home on
School nights

10:00 30,2 35.8
10:30 26.0 114
11:00 24.2 28.9

9150 15.8 18.6
12:00 and over 3.7 5.5

Week-ends

12:00 and over ' 571 69.6
11: 30 30.7 21.4
10:00 12.1 8.9

Girls should be home on
School nights

10:00 33, 4 43,4
10: 30 28.8 6.3
9:30 2l.4 23.4
11:00 16,3 26,8
Week-ends :
12:00 and over 38.1 24,2
11:30 19,9 1137
11:00 16.3 7.2
10:00 13.5 6,9

10: 30 12.1 39.9
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Table 34.--A SUMMARY OF THE CHI SQUARE VALUES OF THE
ASSOCIATIONS BETWEEN THE BOYS AND GIRLS ON THE
MAJOR TOPICS OF THE STUDY

Major Topics Chi Square .05 Level Inter-
Value of signif- preta-
icance tion
Means of expressing Very
affection 127.463 5.991 significant
Chaperons for varilous Very
occasions 60,951 5.991 significant
Use of cosmetics by Very
girls 52.701 5.991 significant

Drinking, telling
risque stories, smok-

ing, and using profane Very

language by boys 41,837 9.991 significant
Dating practices 10,116 5.991 Significant
Use of cosmetics by boys 9.155 5.991 Significant
Definite time to be home 8.895 5.991 Significant
Grooming in public by

girls 7.080 5.991 Significant
Spending of money on

dates 6,334 5,991 Significant
Grooming in public by Not

boys 5.859 5,991 significant

Drinklng) telling
risque stories, smoking,

and using profane i Not

language by girls | 9.202 5,991 significant
Wearing of ties and coats Not

by boys 4,312 5.991 significant

Wearing of backless sport,
afternoon, and evening Not
dresses by girls 4,197 5.991 significant
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Table 34.--A SUMMARY OF THE CHI SQUARE VALUES OF THE
ASSOCIATIONS BETWEEN THE BOYS AND GIRLS ON THE
MAJOR TOPICS OF THE STUDY -- Continued

Major Topics Chi Square .05 Level Inter-
Value of signif- preta-
icance tion
Wearing of boots and
trousers and of high
heeled shoes by Not
girls 3.558 5.991 significant
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Chapter V
DISCUSSION

The original question of this study was: How
may the social relationship unit in Home Economics in
the Tekas high schools be modified to fit the needs of
high-school pupils? The answering to this question is
dependent upon the followling questions that this study
has ralsed:

1. How do)the attitudes of the boys and girls
toward certaln forms of soclial behaviors
compare?

2. What attitudes, due to conflicts between the
sexes regarding acceptable forms of behavior,
may be classified as soclal problems?

It was assumed that if there were no signifi-
cant differences in the attitudes of the boys and the
girls, social conflicts would not likely occur, but if
there were significant differences in opinion social
conflicts would exlst between the sexes,

According to the data presented in Table 34,
(Chapter IV), there were very significant differences
between the attitudes of boys and girls on the following

ma jor topics:
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Means of expressing affection

Chaperones for various occasions

Use of cosmetics by girls

Drinking, telling risqué stories, smoking, and
using profane language by boys.

Since there were very significant differences
between the attitudes of boys and girls, it is evident
that social conflicts do occur over these topics, and
that they may be termed social problems. Therefore,
something should be done to develop a better understand-
ing of these toplcs between the boys and the girls, It
is possible that the school can z2id in bringing about
this better understanding between the sexes by modifying
the social relationships unit in Home Economics so that
it will include those topics.

The following elements (Table 34) would also
be considered possible socilal problems, because the
differences in attitudes of the youth were éignificant:

Datling practices

Use of cosmetics by boys
Definite time to be home
Grooming in\public by girls
Spending of money on dates

Since these elements were possible sources
of conflicts in boy-girl friendships 1t would be advisable

to have them included in the soclal relationship unit,

as the boys and girls need further ald in adjusting to




these social problems.

The data in Table 34 also reveal that there
were no significant differences between the attitudes of
the sexes toward:

Grooming in public by boys.

Drinking, telling risqué stories, smoking, and
using profane language by girls.

Wearing of ties and coats by boys.

Wearing of backless sport, afternoon, and evening
dresses by girls.

Wearing of boots and trousers and of high heeled
shoes by girls,

Therefore these topics would not be potential
sources of friction in boy-girl friendships, and may
not be termed social problems. It might then be assumed
that the youth are receiving sufficient training on
thege topics to aid them in making the necessary
adjustments in their friendships.

To determine the difference in attitudes of
the boys and girls toward each ltem of the major
toples, percentages were employed., If the difference
between the percentage of boys and that of girls
reporting a certain attitude toward the ltem exceeded
15 per cent, it was considered as a significant
disagreement, because & difference of 15 per cent or

more yielded a critical ratio of two or more,.




The following were items of the major topics
which cause significant disagreement, as there was &
difference of 15 per cent in the éttitudes of the boys
and girls.

Girls! obJjection to dating boys who do not have
cars

Holding hands in picture shows

Double-dating with boy-friends

Parking and petting on dates

A boy's putting his arm around a girl

Wearing of lipstick for school by girls

Chaperones on picnics

A girl's sitting on a boy's lap

Kissing good night

Parking on highways

Telling of risqué stories by boys

Use of deodorant by boys

Arching of eyebrows by girls

Wearing of afternoon dregses for shopping by girls

Parking in parks

Double-dating with sister

Wearing of evening dresses to shows by girls

Taking a drink by boys

Wearing nail polish for special occasions by girls

Wearing of lipstick for special occasions by girls

Double-dating with girl-friend




ras

Having several dates and spending small amount of
money or having one date and spending a large
sum of money

Double-dating with brother

Use of deodorants by girls

It was also found in analyzing the data that
the boys and the girls had similar attitudes toward
certain items of the major topics and that the majority
of the boys and girls agreed on the following:

A, Boy should

Go clean shaven

Wear ties to church, to parties, and on
dates

Wear coats to church

Spend money for plcture shows, food, and
soft drinks when on a date

B. Girl should

Use face powder for gpecial occasions and
school

Use rouge for speclal occasions

Use deodorant

Use perfume for special occasions

Wear backless sport dresses to a swimming
pool

Wear high heeled shoes to parties )

Wear afternoon dresses to parties




C. Boys and girls should
Go to picture shows on dates
Exchange gifts
Have allowances for entertalnments
D. Boys should not
Take a drink, get drunk, smoke, tell risqd%
stories, or use profane language
Use face powder, nail polish, lipstick, or
rouge
Get permanents
Blow horns to announce their arrival at a
girl's home
Wear ties to picnics
E. Girls should not
Wear evening dresses to parties, shows, or
shopping
Wear high heeled shoes to school, or on
hikes
Get permanents
Apply make-up, comb their halr, or manicure
their nails in publiec
Wear boots and trousers when shopping
Wear afternoon dresses to picnics or to
school
Wear backless sport dress to school, to shop,
or to church

Share expenses of dates




F. Boys and girls should not
Park on highways
Have blind-dates merely to go some place,
or to have someone to go with
Express affection at school, in shows, or in
public groups
Hold hands on streets, in public gatherings,
or in school
Have chaperones on car rides
Date persons who have to be home at a
definite time
It is evident that the present social
relationship unit in Home Economics for the Texas
schools is not adequate for the needs of the high-school
puplils, because there were many soclial conflicts between
the boys and girls. On investigating the unit it was
found (see Appendix A) that it was planned primarily
rar girls in the first year of high school, and
included only those experiences that would develop
desirable personal traits for friendships and for simple
hospitality. It was, therefore, lacking in experiences
which would help boys and girls develop the ability to
think through and to adjust to such boy-girl friendship
problems as:
Personal appearance and grooming

Dating practices




Means of expressing affection
Spending of money
As the social relationship unit is lacking
in above-mentioned friendship problems it is, therefore,
recommended that the following changes be made, so that
the units will meet the needs of the high-school
pupils:

1. That the unit be taught in the tenth grade to
both boys and girls.

2. That those items on which there were significant
differences in attitudes be included in the
unit,

3. That those items on which there were very
slgnificant differences be included in the

unit, and glven great emphasis.

Recommendations for Further Study

Several questions have arisen during the
progress of this study, the answers to which may be
determined by further research:

1. What are the attitudes of the teachers of these
units and of other adults toward the various
social problems?

2. How adequately are home economics teachers
prepared to teach a unit on boy-girl friendship?

3, How do the attitudes of Northern boys and

girls toward these certain social problems




compare with the attitudes of Texas boys

and girls?
Limitations of the Study

In various units in Home Economics, such as
family relationships, boy-girl friendships, developing
satisfactory friendships with little children, and plan-
ning artistic and comfortable homes, problems involving
the development of intangible traits are introduced.
These traits are not readily adaoted to scientific
measurement, but since they are fundamentally important;
they cannot be ignored. In this study opinions rather
than facts were used since the latter would be difficult,
perhaps impossible, to measure. These opinions are,
moreover, merely expressions of attitudes, and the only
way of telling whether or not they are true would be by
direct observation of the boys and girls in their social
relationships. Obviously, such observation was impossib}e
in this study. The validity of observation in this casé
might be gquestioned inasmuch as the investigator would
introduce an extraneous factor.

Although the above limitations apply more or
less to the studies of opinions, their effect on the
validity of the results of this study is minimized by the
fact that there is no logical basis for assuming that the
responses of one sex would be more correct than the

responses of the other. ©Since the difference between the




two sexes was found, any constant source of error in the
responses would, therefore, be eliminated.

However, there was no indication in the admini-
stration of the questionnaire that responses of the group
were not seriously given. The very fact that the items
given in the questionnaire were items introduced by the
pupils themselves in class discussion would indicate that

these topics were considered seriously by them.




Chapter VI
SUMMARY

Introduction

Boys and girls have always had to solve
personal problems in human relations, but not until
recent years have educators tried to help them work out’
desirable solutions to these problems. In trying to do
so the educators have found themselves at a loss because
of the lack of material to indicate the real attitudes
of boys and girls on these problems. Therefore, a
knowledge of the attitudes that exist between boys and
girls is of paramount importance in the planning of

units on social relationships,

Statement of Problem
How may the social relationship unit in Home
Economics be modified to fit the needs of high-school

pupils?

Problem analysis

To solve the problem it will be necessary to
find answers to the following questions:
1. How do the attitudes of boys and girls toward

certain forms of social behaviors compare?
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2. What attitudes, due to conflicts between the
sexes regarding acceptable forms of behaviors,

may be classgsified as soclal problems?

Delimitation of the problem

Approximately 350 boys and girls were selected
at random from the tenth and eleventh grades in eight
small high schools, from towns of approximately 1,500
to 2,000 population, located near Waco, Texas. In this

study the term certain social behaviors was limited to

those forms of behavior that deal with personal dress,

personal grooming, and boy-girl relationships.

Methods and Materials

To obtain the necessary data for the study of
the attitudes of boys and girls toward such problems as
personal attractiveness, boy-girl friendships, and the
spending of money, it was concluded that a questionnaire
would be the most suitable instrument to use. In
constructing the questionnaire, statements concerning
various attitudes which boys and girls had expressed to
the writer during her teaching experience, were used as
the foundation, Three divisions were used in the
questionnalre to secure an answer to every question,
since many individuals would rather dqualify an answer by
Sometimes than commlit themselves with a definite Yes or

No.
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Before the questionnalre was arranged in final
form it was submitted for criticism to students in an
education seminar in the summer session of Colorado State
College; to high-school graduates; to high-school
students; to parents of high-school pupils; and to high-
school teachers. Ag a result, minbr changes were made
in wording and arrangement of questions.

Permission to collect the data was secured
through personal interviews with the superintendents
of the schools to be used in the study. The writer
administered the questionnaire to 230 girls and 160
boys, but only 215 girls and 145 boys expressed an
opinion on all the questions; therefore only the ones
who completely answered all items were retained for

this study.

Findings

The data were first analyzed to determine
whether therg were significant differences between the
attitudes of the boys and the girls concerning the
major £0pics of the questlonnaire; second, to determine
those elements included in the major topic on which the
boys and the girls disagreed, and those elements on
which they agreed.

To ascertaln possible significant differences
between the attitudes of boys and the girls, Chil

Square, the statistic commonly employed in the study of
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assoclation, was used. To determine what particular
elements of the major topic produced significant
conflicts in opinion, percentages were employed as a
rough gulde for interpretation.

Before the data were analyzed to determine
whether there were significant differences between the
attitudes of boys and girls in regard to certain forms
of social behavior, the hypothesis that boys in general
agree with girls in general concerning forms of social
behavior was constructed. To test such an hypothesis,
a contingency table for each major topic considered was
set up and Chi Square computed. If Chi Square was
found to be greater than the critical value, 5.991, it
was concluded that the boys and the girls did not agree
in respect to the toplc, and that there was a
significant difference 1n their attitudes.

The Chi Square value and the statistical
interpretation of the differences in attitudes of each

of the major topics considered in the study are as

follows:

Major Topic Chi Square Value Interpretation

Means of expressing 127,463 Very signifi-
affection cant

Chaperons for various 60,951 Very signifi-
occaslions cant

Use of cosmetics by 52,701 Very signifi-

girls cant
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MajJor Topic Chi Square Value

Drinking, telling risqué
stories, smoking, and
using profane language
by boy friends

Dating practices
Use of cosmetics by boys
Definite time to be home

Grooming in public by
girls

Spending money on dates

Grooming in public by
boys .

Wearing of ties and coats
by boys

Wearing of backless sport,
afternoon, and evening
dresses by girls

Wearing of boots and
trousers and of high
heeled shoes by girls

Drinking, telling risqué
stories, smoklng, and
using profane language
by girls

To determine the attitudes of the boys and
girls on the individual items of the major topics
percentages were employed; it was found that they had
similar opinions on some of the ltems, and that they
had significant disagreements over others,

It was then concluded that 1f there were

significant differences in the attitudes of the boys

41.837

10,116
9.155
8.895
7.080

6,334
5.8569

4,312

4,197

34965

5,202

Interpretation

Very signifi-
cant

Significant
Significant
Significant

Significant

Significant

Not significant

Not significant

Not significant

Not significant

Not significant
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and the girls toward the topics that social conflicts
would exist between the sexes, and that the topilcs
would be considered as social problems.

Because of the existing social problems it
was evident that the present social relationship unit

was not meeting the needs of the high-school pupils.,

Therefore it was recommended that the following changes

in the unit be made:

1. That the unit be taught in the tenth grade to

both boys and girls.

2. That those items on which there were signifi-
cant differences in attitudes be included in
the unit.

3. That those items on which there were very
significant differences be included in the

unit, and be given great emphasis.

Recommendations for Further Study

Several questions have arisen during the
progress of this study, the answers to which may be
determined by further research:

1. What are the attitudes of the teachers of
these units and of other adults toward the
various social problems?

2. How adequately are home economlcs teachers
prepared to teach a unit on boy-girl
friendship?




How do the attitudes of Northern boys and
girls toward these certain social problems

compare with the attitudes of Texas boys

and girls?
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Appendix A,--UNIT ON SOCIAL RELATIONSHIP AS INCLUDED
IN THE 1937 COURSE OF STUDY FOR TEXAS

Suggested hxperiences

Suggested Problems and Content

Determine desirable 18
qualities you would

like your friends to

have, Evaluate the
qualities you find in

your friends.,

Evaluate desirable types
of friendships, i 4

Determine approaches III.
you could use in

making new girl or boy
friends., Discuss
problems presented by

the group regarding boy-
girl relationships,
Evaluate relationships
in case studies.

On what individual qualities
should true friendship be
based?

Companionableness
Cordiality

Kindliness
Nelighborliness
Socilability

Good will

Affection

Sympathy and understand-
ing

Equability

Democracy

Sincerity and honesty
Thoughtfulness
Loyalty

Reliability

Ll L L] L] L
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How can we know when friend-
ships are of the right type?
A, Wholesome interdependence
Right kind of common
interests

Lack of domineering or
submissive behavior
Desirable qualitlies of
friendliness of
individuals

Democratic attitude

B.
C.
D.

E.
How friends are made
A,

B.
C.

Associations

Friendly attitudes
Forgetfulness of self
through a cordial
interest in others
Reasonable reserve

An attitude of giving and
taking
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Suggested Experiences

Suggested ?roblems and Content

Determine your
responsibilities in
retaining your
friends., Determine
the comparative values
of having & few close
friends or many friends
who are less intimate.

Determine ways of pro- V.

viding for "fun at

home with friends".

Determine satisfactory

division of time

between family and

friends, Evaluate

methods of extending

hospitality. Investigate
facilities for providing
for impromptu activities.

Meke definite plans for

impromptu games in your

own home,

Investigate possibilities
of extending hospitality
to friends in your own
home,

IV, What is your responsibility
in retaining friends?
see content of problem
above)

How can we have "fun at home!
without friends?

A,

B.

C.

VI.

HoQwpk
- L

(Note:

Means of extending
hospitality

1

. Parties
2.

Games

a. Indoor
b. Outdoor
After-show refreshments
Activities around food
preparation

Reading and story
telling

Slumber parties
Impromptu activities

S
4,

Se

6.
7.

Importance of maintaining
atmosphere of cordiality

Consideration for other
members of family

What determines the type
of entertainment to be
chosen for our friends

Size of group
Available place

Time of year

Interest of group
Cooperation of family
members
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Se

6.

8.

10.
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