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Introduction -----

A:OST RACT OF TU!bSlS 

~.$ $;. J$f C e 1 q /;ay_;LL, 

iv-~ -u)o-,,J~ 

1'1hether the homemaking department is @J\.-tensiva or is a 

vecy small unit in the ochool, it should create an atmosphere con• 

du.ei ire to the promotion of the spirl t of homem.nld.ng in the pupils 

through the use of adequate equipment. Equipment in many schools 

for colored pupib iu. Mississippi is poor and inadequate and is a 

brh1g to the attonti on of' the community and local sohool fi.dmini-

eq~ipnient. However, unless th.& community is interested and oooper­

ates with the teacher, the department oannot aucooetl. Av·aila.blo funds., 

aim of work in departmentt•, type of homes ft"Om ,,rhioh pupils oome, and 

opportunities of.t'erod to the pupil in the o.omrro.uu ty should lie run.ong 

the faoto r s doter.mining t110 selection ot' equip.ment to be used in 

a giiren community. 

The problem ------
i"<hat ata.ndal"ds of equipment should bo ma.intai.ned in 

teaching h itnema.king to colored pupils in rural high schools in 

W.sdssippi'l 

Problem analysis.-•ln order to animer the above question., 

the f'ollO',l;iug data are neoenary1 



a . What oquipnient ii being used tor teaching 
home.making to col ored pupils in rural high uohool 
in Missisflippi? 

b. Ho does this equipment compare with recomir.enda­
tions :from the state epartmont for vocational 
education? 

o. What is the oondi tion of equipment used in home­
making departments in rural high schools for 
oolored pupils in dssissippi7 

d . Yllla t relationship exists between the $Chool and 
home e uipment of each community? 

Delimitations.--~his study was limited to 20 rural high 

school s with vocational homemaking departmonts for colo red pupils 

in Mississippi. 

Method~ 12rocedure 

rom an official list containing all of the 357 voca­

tional hcmemaking departments in the state of ississippi , the 

writer selected 20 of the home making departments from the 73 for 

col ored pupils :for this stuey. Theee departments were selected 

a acordini-; to the popul ation of the community (not e~ceeding 

2,500) in hich they were loco.ted, and also according to the 

routing of the state itinerate teacher- trainer of trades and 

industrial education, v,ho ma.de possible the t.·avel opportunities 

for this study. Du.ring the year 1942-43., all 20 hO!:lemakine; 

departments were visited, and all equipment for teaching home­

making was observed and chocked by the writer. 

In dotennininz the rel ationship betweon tho equipment 

in tho home:uaking depa:rtmerit and the equipment used in the homes . 

the writer visited one home recommended by the homemeki:ng teacher 



a.a a representative home in that com"!'lunity and checked the equip• 

ment by•the ea.me itemized list as was used in checking the depart­

ments. 

Equipment found in the h0memaking departments ----- -- -- ............... ------------~ 
The school eqiipmcnt consisted 0£ 54 pieces o:f' general 

equipment, 37 pieces of unit kitchen equipment., and 1..--wo pieoes of 

A surv-ey of the 20 homema.kint departments show the 

following, 

General equipment.--1. .All departments had storage 

space for- foods., a ohai r, f'o r each member in cl ass, broor.11s., plates., 

aups, s auoers, glas se.s 1 £'orkt1, kni:ves, and teaspoons .. 

2. Ninety to ninety-f'i 'Ve per cent oi' the departments had 

storage space for clothing, 1,la.ckbos.rds, boolc: onses, ironing boards, 

irons, mops, water pitchers, butch.er lmiveo., cork screws 1:1.11d can 

opener, large double boildrs; salad plates, and cereal bowls. 

3• B'ighty to eig-1hty ... fi -v·e per cent of the departments had 

long mirrors, nine•inch bawls, long; ... ha.ndle forks, and fruit jars. 

4. Seventy to sev·enty-five per cent of' the depa.rtroe:nta 

had dust pans,, stea:m p ressu:re cookers, food ohopper., 11-inch bowls, 

coffee potij~ and colanders. 

5. Sixty to sixty-five per Qent of the dopartm.ents had 

first aid eabinots, '.aste paper baskets it funnels, fi vc-gallon g:ar­

bage pails, glass lemon reamers, potato :ricer, nnd quart measures. 



6. J!i.f'ty to fifty-five per cent of the departments hs.d 

clocks, £lower aans, v1il"O baskeb :for trying, filing oabinets, 

:i.oe cream £reezers, bread kni vee, and towel racks . 

7. Forty per cent of the departments had pinkinr; mach­

ines, scales, e.nd tube oake pans. 

6, Thirty- five per cent of the d~partrnent$ had folding 

screous . 

9 ,. Twenty-five per cent of' the departments had refrir;er .. 

ators . 

~ kitchen e~iEent. --1. .lUl departments had sieves, 

tea.kettles, stoves , tables for food preps.ration, and table~ for 

food serving, 

2·. Uinety to :ninety- :f'i ve per oent r)i' the deputments ~d. 

rolling pins and boards, rotary e r g beaters, salt and peppor sets, 

bread pans , large platters, l arge skillets , muffin pane, and sinks. 

3• .lliighty to eighty- five per cent of the departments had 

doughnut and biscuit <,1,1,tte.rs, layer cake 1ans, aluminum meaeul"in,g 

C'.lps , pie tins, se.uoe pa.."ls, tablespawis, o:ream and sugar sets, diah 

towels , two- quart double boilers, graters, measuring $poon sets, 

neat of' :mixin,; bowls , smull platte:rs , and vdre egf; .beater- • 

4• Sev·eni:;,J to seventy-f'i 1ro per oent of' the departments 

had parin~ ·knives , tl"llys, vegetabl.e dishes, table linen, vn.aes, 

and woodtm spoonfi.i 

5~ Sixty- five par cent of the departments had glass 

mee.suz:i.ng cups~ 4o per oont had clUlister sete ., 30 par oent had 

asbestos mats , and only 20 per oent had pyre:x baking dhhes . 



Unit equipment~ sewing.---1. All departments had tables 

for sewing. 

2. lfinet.y-.five per cent of the departments had 

sewing machines. 

Conformity of 0qt ipmcnt to requirements of the 
,iasi sippi-State De-i?artrnent or Vocational 'Foucation 

Goneral egµipm.ent.--1. All schools met the require­

ments for storage space for £oods. 

2. :Ninety to ninety-five per cent of the depa.rl.""llents 

met the requirements £or brooms , chairs., cork screw-can openers , 

blackboards , wat ,r pitchers., butter knives, book oases, iron.,, 

ironing boarco, l rge double boildrs., nd storage space for 

clothing. 

3. .i:,ighty to eighty-five per cont of tho departments 

met the ro uire:ment for t'ruit jars., long-hnnule forks., .mops, and 

mirrors . 

4. Seventy to seventy-five par cent of the departments 

met the requirement :for colanders, co fee pots, duct pans , food 

chopper, and steam pressure cookea-. 

5. Sixty to sixty-fi·ve per cent of the departments 

met the requirements for glass lemon reamers, five- gallon gar­

bage pails, potato ricers, quart measures , first-aid cabinets, 

funnels, and waste paper baskets . 



6. }"ifty to fifty- five per cent of' the departments met 

the requi re.ments for brGad knives , filing cabin.eta, ice cTerun 

freezers, towol racks, ol oeks, flower oe.ns, wire baskets tor 

frying , and nirl.e ... inoh bowls . 

7• Forty to forty- five per oent of the dep,.utments m.et 

the requi:rements f'or ll• in:oh bowb, pinking roachinea , sco.les, 

and tube oake pane . 

8 . Thirty• five per cent of the departments had the 

required num.bor of folding screens, and twenty•i'ive per cent had 

required ref rigerator a . 

9• Only 60 pex· oe.:nt of the departments met the re• 

quire.inents fo:r teaspoons . 

10. Forty to forty• £ive per cent o.f' the departments met 

the roq irements for plates, glasaes, knives and forks. 

11 . Thirty to thirty .. f'ive per cent of' tho department 

had cupo and saucers . 

l.2. Less tha11 30 pe:r ce:nt of the departments 1net require­

ments tor ooreal bowls, salud plates~ and dessert saucers• 

~ kitchi:m e~ipme:nt (4- 6 studente) . .. - 1 . Eighty per 

cent of tho depa.rtmer1ts met the req;i ireme:o;t for dish towels. 

2• Sov-erity pei- o~nt o:t.' the departments met the re• 

qu.ire:mettbs for pie tins. 

3,. · Sixty• i'ive per oent of the departments :met the re­

qui rc-.r.1ent for bread pans. 
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Relation bet-wean ~ ~ school equipment 

any of the homes used equipment similnr to that foiu1d in 

the homemakint departments; ho ever, no 119nm wa.s 8\ Llipped with a 

sink or running , ater, although 18 schools ware so equipped. A 

few homes were equipped ·with eleotricity but because of financial 

oondi tions did not have eleotrioe.l appliances. Only six hori.es 

and as few as five sohools were equipped vdth refrigerators . 

Both the homes an the 6ehools used sin.ilar stoves for cookino;, 

utiliz.' ng fuel most co:nmionly o:vailablo in the com:muni ty. Im.prove• 

:in.ant in storage space for foods .e.r1d clothing wac noted. us a. major 

need in the hon:ea as well as in many scho ls. In general the homes 

wcro no better and no poorer in etpip:rnent ·than.·ere tl4c schools, ,ith 

the najor exception of sinks and oi runnin~ water. 
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Chapter I 

INTRODUCTION 

-------------

There is a gro,ving belief that equipment should serve 

as rno re than a mechanical aid to instruction and that, when 

carefully planned, it may become a factor second in importance 

to the teacher in preparing the pupils for homemaking responsi­

bilities. The one tangible element, making for reality in the 

s~~ool teaching homemaking, is equipment. It is desirable that 

the equipment be sufficiently adequate to make possible the 

up-grading of homes in the community. School children interpret 

the attractiveness and efficiency of the homemaking department 

as an incentive tovmrd higher ideals , and homemakinr.; teaching 

will succeed best in an environment where the situ at ion is 

as nearly homelike as possible . Homelike equipment and home­

like atmosphere in the department will increase the probability 

of the instruction being carried over into the real life situation 

of the pupil. 

Whether the homemaking department is extensive or is 

a very small unit in the school, it should create an atmosphere 

conducive to the promotion of the spirit of homemaking in the 

pupils through the use of adequate equipment. Equipment in many 

schools for colored pupils in Mississippi is poor and inadequate 

and is a handicap in promoting effective progra.ms, but the teacher 

7 



may often bring the need and desirability of having and using 

adequate equipment , to the attention of the cornrnuni ty and local 

school administrators . However , unless the community is interested 

and cooperates with the teacher, the department cannot succeed . 

Available funds , aim of work in department, types of homes from 

wlsich pupils come , and opportunities offered to the pupil in the 

community should be among the factors determing the selection 

of equipment to be used in a given community. 

~ problem 

~fhat standards of equipment should be maintained in 

teaching homemaking to colored pupils in rural high schools 

in kississippi? 

Problem analysis 

In order to ansi.ver the above question , the following 

data are necessary: 

Delimitations 

a . Vihat equipment is being used for teaching 
homemaking to colored pupils in rural high 
schools in I•,ississippi? 

b . How does this equipment compare with 
recommendations from the state depart­
ment for vocational education? 

c . What is the condition of equipment used in 
homenaking departi:1.onts in rural high schools 
for colored pupils in Lississippi? 

d . '\Vhat relationship exist betvreen the school 
o.nd home equipment of each comnuni ty? 

This study was limited to 20 rural high schools with 

vocational homemaking departments for co lo red pupils in Lississ­

ippi and to one home in each COilli"'Ilunity. The schools were selected 

A~.._.,._,_. ____ , ___________________ _,,__ ....,._,.......,..,,,.. _____ _ 



according to the population of the community in which they were 

located and according to the routing of the state itinerate , 

teacher-trainer of trades and industrial education in liississ­

ippi, who made possible the travel opportunities for this study. 

Defi ni ti ons 

The term 11 rural high school" means a high school 

located either in open country or in a community with a popu­

lation not exceeding 2,500. 

~l.!l,l!Hl.•'I\"' ________________________________ ......,...,,.,.,.,.------
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-------·-----

Chapter II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The opinion seems to be quite general that equipment 

for teaching homemaking should be as nearly like the home situation 

as possible and should serve as an incentive toward the up-grading 

of homes in the co:mmuni ty where the school is located. In 1910 

Kinnie (7) emphasized the importance of the relation between the 

school and home equipment by saying that the equipment used for 

teaching homemaking should have some practical effect on the 

community in which the school is located and that all articles 

and utensils should be such as can be used by the children in 

their own homes. Kinnie further said: "A knowledge of the needs 

of the community, and a well organized scheme of woldc are founda­

tional in planning a truly serviceable equipment". (7:3) 

In 1919 Cooley and others (3) wrote as follows: 

The equipment for teaching homemaking should be 
chosen with extreme ca:ire and consideration as to its 
suitability to the work to be accomplished, if the 
hom making studies are to be effective. 

Success in the use of all types of equipment lies 
in the ability of the teacher, for the laboratory 
supplied with the most elaborate equipment will prove 
valueless unless the teacher is willing to relate her 
vrork to the lives of the pupils . (3:374-5) 

According to the Home Economics Circular no. 11 (10) 

published in 1922 from the U.S. Bureau of Education, the ideal 

equipment for a school kitchen is such equipment that , were a 

; ,'f;J,;'(ffli~,..,_- ..... ,---M-------------------- .,., . ...,,,...,,,.,,,\t,..,.f ,...,,\) _., _____ _ 



,-------·-----------------------------
unit transferred into a home in the community, it would be appro­

priate, convenient, adequate, and satisfactory. (10:9) 

Brovm and Raley (2), in 1928, explained· that equipment 

should be planned with the idea of setting an ideal before the 

pupils, but that there is such a thing as IDB;king this ideal so 

far beyond their power of attainment as to be almost impossible 

of comprehension. .An ideal, as was stated, is considered some-

thing false unless it can be attained through efforts on the part 

of the individual. It. was pointed out that, while pupils in the 

homemaking classes are usually above the age of make-believe, and 

yet have not had sufficient experience to enable them to visualize 

a situation without a concrete basis of facts, the need of equip­

ment is real. Lacking such equipment, according to the authors, 

it is extremely difficult to establish good work habits, to set 

up a home standard of performance , or to give the pupil an ade­

quate conception of household equipment which may be achieved 

under the economic condi ti.ons of the average home. (2:306) 

Also in 1928, Dyer (4) gave some bases for selecting 

homemaking equipment and furnishings in the following statements: 

Provide in the equipment and furnishings of the 
homemaking room the environment and tools adequate for 
home economics l earning . Combine home and classroom 
elements (family size cook stoves , classroom tables 
and chairs) , consider the changing standards of living 
in the home (changes in household tools, the changing 
communi ty and homes) , give pupils experience in home 
furnishings by using the department as a. continuous 
homemaking unit . (4:90) 
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According to the Vocational Education Bulletin no. 28 

(13) published in 1928 from the U. s. Federal Board for Vocational 

Education, the plant and eq.t ipment for adequate instruction in 

vocational subjects should include provisions for instruction and 

practical work in all of the home activities which are taught 

within the school. Careful selection and arrangement of equipment 

are more important factors than the amount of money expended. The 

necessary amount of space and equipment will vary according to the 

number of pupils in the largest class and to the length of the 

course offered. (13 :11) 

In the Vocational Education Bulletin no. 124 (14) also 

published in 1928 from the U. s. Federal Board for Vocational 

Education, the following questions were asked: 

l. Adequacy: Is adequate provision made for 
the performance of each of the opezra.tions 
involved in the preparation and serving 
of meals? 

2. Unit assemblage: Are the items of equipment 
assembled as units and concentrated as 
11 pupil stations"? 

3. Conservation of strength and energy: Does 
the ecpipment reproduce as nearly as possible 
home conditions in the community? 

4. Replica of heme conditions: Does the equip­
ment reproduce as nearly as possible home 
conditions? 

5. Variety: Is there an opportunity offered for 
the pupils to work with varying types of equip­
ment? (ll.i-:109-12) 
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It was further stated that the teaching efficiency in a 

vocational school will depend upon the degree to which the equip­

ment and the environment make it possible for instruction to be 

carried over into the real life situation of the pupils. 

A study made at Kansas State College by Heywood and 

·others (6) reported in 1934 general considerations of home 

economics rooms as follows: 

The standards for home economics rooms in high 
schools should approximate those that are possible 
in a good home in the given conummi ty. The home 
economics rooms then should have a homelike atmosphere 
and adequate equipment for the development of these 
standards of work. In order to accomplish this the 
set-up in each school must fit the needs of the 
particular community. (6:10) 

It was further stated that the community should pro­

vide and equip to the best of its financial ability a home 

economics department in keeping with good home standards in the 

community and adequate for successful teaching of the various 

phases of homemaking. (6:10) 

The Home Economics Bulletin no. 181 (15) published in 

1935 from the U. s. Office of Education gave as part of an under­

lying philosophy concerning homemaking as follows: 

Vocational education in home economics has for 
its ultimate large object the improvement of home and 
family 1 ife through the training of youth and adults 
for the vocation of homemaking. 

The present-day homemaking curriculum in secondary 
schools is based upon such immediate objectives and 
activities as will provide training to enable the 
homemaker to; 



(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

appreciate the worthwhile functions of the 
home, 
learn the pleasure 'Which ca.n come from 
homely tasks well done for the welfare of 
the family members a.s a. whole, 
understand the possible contributions of 
science a.nd a.rt to homemaking, a.nd 
benefit from the opportunities for self 
development which a course dealing with 
these inti~ate personal and social problems 
can give. 

The rooms and e41ipment for homemaking play a.n 
important pa.rt in the attainment of these goals to the 
extent that they: 

a. Provide for efficiency in a.chievine the educa­
tional objectives of the homemaking course. 

b. Afford opportunities for elevating equipment 
for home use from the standpoint of type and 
arrangement. 

c. Set attainable standards for the home in the 
comm.unity rep resented. 

d. Demonstrate the possibilities of new or 
improved equipment for the home. (15:11) 

As quoted from the above bulletin, "The homemaking 

department is the heart of the school". It also stated that 

the homemaking department should furnish a home-like center for 

boys and ·girls and for adults who come to school. It should create 

an atmosphere conducive to the spirit of homemaking in young people. 

The provisions for a homemaking department cannot in th ems elves 

provide adequate facilities for the efficient teaching of homemak­

inr, rut the homemaking laboratory is one of three laboratories 

necessary for a well-rounded functioning program, the other two 

a.re furnished by. the homes of the pupils and by the community. 

It also stated that too often, teachers have considered that 

what they could offer in a given situation was limited entirely 

by existing facilities, but that, while the rooms and equipment 
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do without a doubt impose limitations on what can be undertaken, 

it is usually possible to adapt and supplement available faci­

lities by a recognition that the homes and the com.rnunity may offer 

excellent facilities for learning---througi field trips and through 

directed observation---how to select, buy, and use home supplies, 

equipment and furnishings. Experiences in home and connnunity 

life might also be provided. (15:11-12) 

In 1938, Price (10) made a study of space and equipment 

in schools in Texas and found that the equipment in only a few of 

those studied was adequate. It was believed that teachers were 

follovung the prescribed state course of study too closely and 

not using initiative in adapting it to the full possibilities of 

their own situations. Price recomnended that the teachers should 

learn to understand better the local situations in order to adapt 

instructions to meet their needs. (9:74) 

In the revised edition of Honemak:ing Education in the 

high School by ~fillia.mson and Lyle (16) 1941, -this statement is 

made, "transfer of learning from one situation to another takes 

place rnore easily and completely when the situations a.re alike, 

or as one may say in non-technical terms, 'we learn best in the 

situations in which that learning will later be used11 (16:141). 

"The small equipment contained in the unit kitchens of 

the homemaking departments was the equipment most commonly used 

by the girls in the homemaking classes", said Bertodatto (1:49) 

in 1942 in a study comparing home and school equipment. This 
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equipment was considered standard equipment for school use . 

"To plan fo r equipment similar to that found in the homes, and 

equipnent coming into vlide use, should be the guiding philosophy 

for planning for new equipment and repl acements 11 stated Bertodatto 

( 1 :50) in her recommendations for improvements of the homemaking 

department . 

. .w.,. et .a .. 



Chapter III 

l:ETHOD OF PROCEDURE 

From an official list containing all of the 357 vocational 

homemaking depe.rtments., in the state of Mississippi, the writer 

selected 20 of the honemaking departments from the 73 for colored 

pupils for this study. These departments vvere selected according 

to the population of the community, not exceeding 2.,500, in which 

they ·were located and also according to the routing of the state 

i tinera.te teacher trainer of trades and industrial education vrho 

made possible the travel opportunities for this study. During the 

year 1942-43 all 20 honema.king departments were visited, and all 

equipment for teaching homemakine; in the department was observed 

and checked by the writer. One representative home in each comnun­

ity was also visited in person and the ceneral standard of homes 

secured from the experience of the homemaking teachers. 

An itemized list of equipment was obtained from the state 

. 
department 1/ for voe a tio nal educe.ti on and used to ch eek the 

equipment in ea.ch homemaking department visited. The type and 

condition of the equipment were evaluated according to a list of 

items formulated by a group of 15 experienced homemaking teachers 

attending summer school at Colorado State College. These items 

were as follows: 

y Seo Appendix for itemized list 
l',-.;"'l-!'~f ..... 
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1. Styled for home use. 

2. Convenient for pupil use. 

3. SiJrJ.ple in design. 

4. In harmony with other equipment. 

5. Keeping within financial conditions of 
the community. 

6. Attractive in design. 

7• Easily clean~d. 

8. Durable in construction. 

9. Economical in cost. 

10. Chosen to meet the needs of the 
pupil. 

These items were reor6anized by the writer into questions 

to be used as a basis for judging ·the equipment , as follows: 

1. Does the equipment meet the state 
requirements? 

2. Does the eq..i. ipment meet the needs of 
pupils in the department? 

3. Does the equipment conform to the 
financial status of the community, and 
is it economical in cost? 

4. Is it styled for durability, ease of 
cleaning, convenience, attractive and 
simple in design, and in hamnony vri th 
the other equipment? 

5. Is it selected to conform to home use? 

The items of equipment were then rated as fo Hows: 

good (3), fair (2), poor (1), and non-existent (0). 

J.ljv"U,',M;" ____________________________ ...,..,..,,..,., ____ _ 



In detvrrninin6 the relationship between the equipment 

in the homemaking department and the equipment used in the 

homes , the 1.iriter visited one home recommended by the homemaking 

teacher as a representative home in each community and checked 

the eqJ.ipment by the itemized list as was used in checking the 

dopi~rtmo:rits . The opinion of the local teacher concerning the 

stand.a rd of homes was also secured • 

.,..,,,.~----------- ---------- - ---------............. ..,,..------
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Chapter IV 

.ANALYSIS OF DATA 

The questions stated in the problem analysis of this 

study are answered from data collected during the year 1942-43 by 

the writer, who in order to do this selected and visited 20 rural 

schools each with a homemaking department for colored pupils, in 

Mississippi. Information on the equipment used for teaching home­

making to colored pupils was obtained by the writer, who observed 

and recorded the equipment found in each department visited. Re­

quirements for equipment in homemaking departments were obtained 

from the itemized list of e<pipment recommended by the State 

Department of Vocational Education. For the relation between home 

and school equipment, information was obtained by visiting a 

representative home recommended by the homemaking teachers as an 

average home in the community. 

The analysis of data will be presented in the following 

order: location of homemaking departments, equipment found in 

homemaking departments, conformity of equipment to requirements 

of Mississippi State Department of Vocational Education, condition 

of homemaking equipment, and relation of home and school equipment. 

Location~ homemaking departments 

Of the 20 homeme.king departments visited, 12 departments 

were located in the school wilding and used the "combination" 

""'·-----·------ -----------·-·-· -·-·-· ..... !\£~,------
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type laboratory, Table 1. Four departments were located in separate 

buildings and used a "combination of rooms". Three departments 

were located in the building with the farm shop and also used a 

"combination of rooms". Only one department was located in a 

11 cottage11 • 

Table 1.--LOCATION OF HOl\f™-AKING DEPARrMENTS IN 20 !URAL HIGH 
SCHOOLS FOR COLORED PUPILS IN MISSISSIPPI. 

Location of departments 

In school buildings 
"Combination" laboratory 

In separate buildings 
"Combination of rooms 11 laboratory 

In building with farm shop 
"Combination of rooms" laboratory 

In "cottage" 

Equipment found!:: homemaking departments 

Number 

12 

4 

3 

1 

The analysis of equipment is presented as follows, 

general equipment, small equipment for unit-kitchen, large 

equipment for unit-kitchens, and equipment for sewing. The gener­

al equipment will be analyzed first. 

All departments were equipped ~~th storage space for 

food, brooms, and chairs for each pupil in the class, Table 2. 

Nineteen departments were equipped with c a.n opener and cork screw, 
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blackboards, water pitchers, and mops; and 18 departments were 

equipped with butcher knives, book cases, irons, ironing boards, 

large double boilers, and storage space for clothing. Fifteen to 

17 departments were equipped with fruit jars, bo,vls, long-handle 

forks, full size mirrors, and colanders. Twelve to 14 depart­

ments were equipped with coffee pots, dust pans, food chopper, 

steam pressure cooker, glass lemon reamers, garbage pails, potato 

ricer, quart measures, first aid cabinets, funnels and waste 

paper baskets. Eleven departments had bread knives, filing 

cabinets, ice cream freezers, and towel racks; ten departments 

had clocks, flour cans, and wire baskets for frying. Less than 

half of the departments had scales, tube cake pans, pinking 

machines, a.nd screens. Only five departments had refrigerators, 

two of which were electric. All departments were equipped with 

teaspoons, forks, knives, plates, glasses, oups, and saucers. 

Two departments had no cereal bowls, two other departments had 

no salad plates, and three departments had no dessert saucers. 
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Table 2.--GENERAL EQUIPMENT FOUND IN HOMEMAKING DEPARTMENTS OF 20 
RURAL HIGH SCHOOLS FOR COLORED PUPILS IN MISSISSIPPI. 

Equipment regiired Schools having Schools having 
equipment required number 

Storage space for food (1) 20 20 
Brooms (2) 20 19 
Chairs (1 per pupil) 20 19 
Can opener - cork screw (1) 19 19 
Blackboard (1) 19 19 
Water pitcher (1) 19 19 
Mops (2) 19 17 
Butcher knife (1) 18 18 
Book case {l) 18 18 
Iron (1) 18 18 
Ironing board (1) 18 18 
Large double boiler 18 18 
Storage space for clothing ( 1) 18 18' 
Fruit jars , requirement 

(quart size, 6) 17 17 
(pint size, 12) 17 17 

Bowls (9 in.), (3) 16 11 
Long-handle fork (l) 16 16 
.Mirror (l full size) 16 16 
Colander (1) 15 15 
Bowls (11 in.) (3) 14 9 
Coffee pot (1) 14 14 
Dust pan (1) lL~ 14 
Food chopper (1) 14 14 
Steam pressure cooker 

( desirable) 14 14 
Glass lemon reamer (1) 13 13 
Garbage pail (5-gallon 13 13 

. covered) 
Potato ricer (1) 13 13 
Quart measure ll) 13 13 
First aid cabinet (1) 12 12 
Funnel (1) 12 12 
Waste paper basket (1) 12 12 
Bread knife (1) 11 11 
Filing cabinet (1) 11 11 
Ice creem freezer 

( desirable) 11 11 
Towel rack (1) 11 11 
Clock (1) 10 10 
Flour can 48 lb. size (1) 10 10 
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Table 2.--GENERAL EQUIPMENT FOUND IN HOMEMAKING DEPARI'MENTS OF 20 
RURAL HIGH SCHOOLS FOR COLORED PUPILS IN MISSISSIPPI.--Continued 

Equipment required Schools having Schools having 
equipment required number 

Wire basket for frying (l) 10 10 
Fruit jars 

(½ gallon size) (3) 9 6 
Pinking machine (1) 

or shears 8 8 
Scales 24 lb. capacity (1) 8 8 
Tube cake pan (1) 8 8 
Folding screen (1) 7 7 
Refrigerator 

( desirable) 5 5 

Dishes, Glasses, Flatw·are 

( one per pupil) 

Teaspoons 20 12 
Forks 20 8 
Knives 20 8 
Plates 20 9 
Glasses 20 8 
Cups 20 7 
Saucers 20 6 
Cereal bowls 19 5 
Salad plates 18 3 
Dessert saucers 17 4 

Equipment £2..:. ~ kitchens.--The small equipment found 

in the departmente and the number of departments having equipment 

are shown in Table 3• Only two of the items listed were found in 

all 20 departments, sieves, and tea kettles. Seventeen to 19 de­

partments had tablespoons, sauce pans, pie tins, measuring cups, 
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layer-cake pans. doughmtt and biscuit cutters• muffin pans• large 

skillets. large platters. bread pans, salt and pepper sets. rotary 

egg beaters. and rolling pin and boards. Fourteen to 16 departments 

had cream and sugar sets. mixing bowls, small platters. wire egg 

beaters. paring knives. trays. vegetable dishes, table linen, 

vases, and wooden spoons. Thirteen departments had glass measuring 

cups. and less than one half of the departments had canister sets. 

asbestos mats. and baking dishes. 

Table 3.--SMALL EQUIPMENT FOR UNIT KITCHENS IN HOMEMAKING DEPA.Rl'­
MENTS OF 20 IDRAL HIGH SCHOOLS FOR COLORED PUPILS IN MISSISSIPPI. 

Equipment required 

( One per four to six pupils) 

Sieve 
Tea kettle 
Rolling pin and board 
lbtary egg beater 
Salt and pepper sets 
Bread pans 
Large platters 
Large skillet 
Muffin pans 
Doughnut and biscuit cutter 
Layer cake pans (2 per unit) 
Measuring cup (aluminum) 
Pie tins 
Sauoe pans (2 per unit) 
Tablespoons (4 per unit) 
Cream and sugar set 
Dish towels 
Double boiler (2 qts.) 
Grater 

- Measuring spoons (set) 
Mixing bowls (nest) 
Small platter 
Wire egg beater 

Schools having 
equipment 

20 
20 
19 
19 
19 
18 
18 
18 
18 
17 
17 
17 
17 
17 
17 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 

Schools having 
required number 

4 
2 
5 
5 
1 

13 
4 
7 

11 
1 
5 
5 

14 
4 
2 
l 

16 
0 
l 
4 
3 
5 
3 
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Table 3.--SMALL EQ.UIPMENI' FOR UNIT KITCHENS IN HOMEMAKING DEPARl'­
MENTS OF a:> RURAL HIGH SCHOOLS FOR COLORED PUPILS IN MISSISS­
IPPI.--Continued 

Equipment required 

{One per four to six pupils) 

Paring lmives (2 per unit) 
Tray 
Vegetable dish (2 per unit) 
Table linen 
Vase 
Wooden spoon 
Measuring rup (glass) 
Canister set 
Asbestos mats 
Baking dish (pyrex) 

Schools having 
equipment 

15 
15 
15 
14 
14 
14 
13 
8 
6 
4 

Schools having 
required number 

l 
4 
1 

14 
li 
4 
9 
1 
6 
0 

O:f' the large equipment for unit kitchens shown in Table 4, 

eighteen departments had sinks. Twelve departments had sinks with 

no drainboards, three departments had sinks with one drainboard, 

and three other departments had sinks with two drainboards. 

All but one department were equipped with wood and coal 

stoves; of these, eleven also had oil stoves. (Table 4) Two 

departments were equipped with gas stoves in addition to the wood 

and coal and oil stoves, and two other departments were equipped 

with electric stoves. 

All departments had tables for food preparation and for 

food serving. 
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Table 4.--LARGE EQUIPMENT !<UR UNIT KITCHENS IN HOMEMAKING DEPARl'­
MENTS OF 20 ID .RAL HIGH SCHOOLS FOR COLORED PUPILS IN MISSISSIPPI. 

Equipment required 

Tables (one per unit) 

For food preparation 
For food serving 

Stoves (good oven) 

Types found 
Wood and coal 
Oil 
Gas 
Electric 

Sink (with drainboard) 
( per unit kitchen) 

Types found 

Schools having 
equipment 

20 
20 

19 
11 
2 
2 

18 

Sink with no drainboard 12 
Sink with one drainboard 3 
Sink with two drainboards 3 

Schools having 
re qui red number 

8 
2 

0 

Unit equipment for sewing.-•Mineteen departments were 

equipped with the treadle type sewing machine; of these, three 

also were ec;µipped with an electric type, Table 5. All of the 

departments were equipped with tables for sewing. 
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Table 5.--lJNIT EQUIPMENT FOR SEWING IN HOMEN..AKING DEPARI'MENTS OF 20 

RURAL HIGH SCHOOLS FOR COLORED PUPILS IN MISSISSIPPI. 

Equipment required 

Tables for eewing 
(one per four to six pupils) 

Sewing machines 
(one per four to six pupils) 

Types found 
Treadle 
Electric 

Schools having 
equipment 

20 

19 

19 
3 

Confonni ty of equipment to the requirements 
of the Mie eissippi State~'eparlment of 
Vocational Education -

Schools having 
required mmb~r 

12 

12 

Equipment for homemaking, according to the itemized list 

obtained from the State Department of Vocational Education, is 

lieted under these headings: "General Equipment", "Unit Kitchen 

Equipment", and "Equipment for sewing". General equipment will be 

analyzed according to the requirements for each item listed. 

General equipment.--.An examination of Table 2 vdll show 

that there was only one requirement met by all schools, namely, 

the item for storage space for foods. Mineteen schools met the 

requirements for 5 items; brooms, chairs, can opener-cork screw, 

blackboards, and water pitchers. Sixteen to 18 schoole met the 

requirements for butcher knives, irons, ironing boards, large double 

boilers, fruit jars, long-handle forks, mops, full size mirrors, 
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bookcases, and storage space. for clothing. Thirteen to 15 depart­

ments met the requirements for colanders, coffee pots, nine-inch 

bowls, dust pans, food chopper, steam pressure cooker, glass lemon 

reamers, garbage pails, potato ricer and quart measures. Ten to 

12 departments met the requirements for first aid cabinets, funnels, 

waste paper baskets, bread knives, filing cabinets, ice cream 

freezers, towel racks, clocks, flour cans, and wire baskets for 

frying. Less than half of the departments met the requirements 

for the remaining items with the exception of teaspoons (Table 2.). 

~ kitchen equipment (small).--An examination of 

Table 3 shows that not more than 16 departments met the requirements 

for small equipment for unit kitchens. Sixteen departments met the 

requirements for dish toweh, 14 departments met the requirements 

for table linen and pie tins, 13 for bread pans, and 11 for muffin 

pans and vases. Less than one half of the departments met the 

requirements for glass measuring cups, salt and pepper sets, large 

skillets, doughnut and biscuit cutters, asbestos mats, rolling pins 

and boards, rotary egg beaters, layer cake pans, and small platters. 

Only a fev; departments met the requirements for sieves, tea kettles, 

large platters, sauce pans, tablespoons, cream and sugar sets, 

double boilers, 1r.easuring spoons, mixing bowls, wire egg beaters, 

paring knives, trays, vegetable dishes, wooden spoons, and canister 

sets. 

~ kitchen equipment (large).--An examination of Table 

4 shows that eight departments met the requirements for tables for 

foor preparation, and only two met those requirements for tables 
,,r:.,,o.,,,..._ __________________________ .,,....,....,..,.,,,_ ____ _ 
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for food serving. Five departments met the requirements for stoves, 

end no department the requirements for sinks. 

~ equipment £2.!.. sewing.--0nly 12 departments met the 

requirements for sewing machines, and 12 other departments had the 

required number of tables for sewing, Table 5. 

Condi ti. on of homemaking equipment 

A further analysis was made of the equipment found in the 

homemaking deparbnents according to a conditional rating of good (3), 

fair (2), poor (1), and non-existent (o). The percentage rating 

of each department was obtained by dividing the number of pointe 

for each department by the maximum wmber of points that would have 

been received if all equipment in the department had met the stan­

dards of the criterion as outlined in Chapter III. A department 

was considered to be in good condition if its rating was 90 per 

cent or above, fair condition if its rating was from 70 to 89 

per cent inclusive, poor if its rating was from 40 to 69 per cent 

inclusive, and very poor if its rating was between 0 and 40 per 

cent. 

General equipment.--0nly one department was rated 100 

per cent in general equipment, Table 6. Two departments were rated 

between 83 to 86.5 per cent. Six departments were rated between 

72 to 79.5 per cent. Three departments were rated between 62 to 

68.2 per cent, and three other departments were rated between 50 
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to 53.3 per cent. The remaining five departments were rated below 

50 per cent, one rating as low as 26.5 per cent. Bitings of the 

homemaking departments in general equipment are shown in Fig. 2. 

~equipment~ foods.--Only one department was rated 

89.7 per cent, the highest rating received by any department in 

unit equipment for food, and another department was rated 71.1 per 

cent, the second highest rating received, Table 6. Three depart­

ments were rated between 61 to 65.5 per cent, and three other 

departments were rated between 55 to 58.7 per cent. The largest 

number of departments, five, in any 10 point interval, were rated 

between 41 to 49.3 per cent. The remaining seven departments were 

rated below 38 per cent, one rating as low as 11.1 per cent. Rat­

ings of the homemaking departments in unit equipment for foods are 

shown in Fig. 3• 

~ equipment for sewing.--Three departments were rated 

100 per cent in unit equipment for sewing, one department was rated 

87.5 per cent, Table 6. The largest number of departments, six, 

to receive the same rating were rated 82 per cent. Four departments 

ere rated between 70 to 75 per cent, two between 61 to 66 per cent, 

per cent. One department was rated as low as 

3 per cent. Ra.tings of the departments in unit equipment for sewing 

shown in Fig. 4. 

A oomposi te rating was obtained by averaging the three 

tings received by eaeh department, Table 6. Only one department 

rated as high as 90 per cent. Another department was rated 84.2 

er cent, the second highest rating received. Five departments were 

....... ~---------- ---------------------"'-----
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rated between 72.1 to 77.4 per cent, and six departments were rated 

between 66.8 to 69.7 per cent. One department was rated 51.7 per 

cent; three departments were rated between 42 to 48.9 per oent, 

and the remaining three departments were rated between 37.6 to 

23.4 per o ent. The composite ratings of the homemaking departments 

are shown in Fig. 5• 

Table 6.--RATINGS OF E@"IPMENT FOUND IN HOMEMAKING DEPARI'MENTS OF 
20 RITRAL HIGH SCHOOLS FOR COLORED PUPILS IN MISSISSIPPI. 

School Percentage of rating 

General Unit equipment Unit equipment Composite 
equipment for foods for clothint5 rating 

Clarksdale 100 89.7 82 90.5 
Globe Academy 86.5 58.7 82 75.7 
Delta Institute 83.9 41.5 75 66.8 
Port Gibson 79.5 49.3 87.5 72.1 

. Mound Ba.you 79.5 61.8 75 72.1 
Okolona 7_8.3 65.5 100 84.2 
Thlleville 75.9 55.4 72 67.7 
Magnolia 75.9 47.4 82 77.4 
Sidon 72.8 48.1 82 67.6 
Me.gee's Creek 68.2 4s.1 100 f:9.7 
Itta Bena 66 55.1 82 67.7 
Sunflower 62.2 61.3 82 68.5 
Bogue Chi tto 53.3 71.1 100 74.8 
Moorhead 52.1 37 66 51.7 
Columbia 50 15.6 61 42.2 
Gloster 47.8 36-4 50 44.7 
Prentiss 46.9 30 70 4e.9 
Humphrey 32.9 21.9 58 37.6 
Tylertown 31.4 17.5 50 32.9 
Monticello 26.5 11.1 33 23.4 
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The relation between home and school equipment - - - --- ---------
The relation of the kinds and amount of equipment found 

in the homes to that found in the schools is given in Table 7. 

The homes and the s ohools were equally equipped with bread pans, 

brooms, sieves, tea kettles, tables ·for food preparation and for food 

serving, stoves and sewing machines. 

The schools were better equipped than the homes in 15 

or more items; sinks, bowls, doughnut and biscuit cutters, graters, 

rolling pin and boards, rotary egg beaters, measuring cups, bread 

knives, measuring spoon sets, mixing bowls (nest), colanders, trays, 

garbage pails, and dust pans, Table 7• 

The homes were better equipped than were the schools in 

23 items, cork screw and can opener, mops, storage space for 

clothing, butcher knives, irons, ironing boards, large double 

boilers, large skillets, muffin pane, layer cake pans, pie tins, 

sauce pans, dish towels, long-handle forks, paring knives, coffee 

ports, table linen, wooden spoons, quart measure, clocks, flour 

cans, refrigerators, and bek:ing dishes, Table 7. 

As many as 23 items were found in neither the home nor 

the school in from one to 15 communities. As many as 14 schools 

and homes were without refrigerators, and 15 homes and sch ooh were 

without baking dishes. other items found in neither the home nor 

the school in four to nine communities are the following, graters, 

measuring spoon sets, colanders, mixing bowls, wooden spoons, trays, 

flour cans, dust pans, garbage pails, 11-inch bowls, and bread 

knives. 
,·f.-~"'"""""""" _________________________ ...,,.,.,..,.,,......,. ____ _ 
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It was surprising to £ind that not a single home was 

equipped with a sink or running water., end only six were equipped 

with refrigerators. (Table 7) 

The homes and schools were equally equipped with dishes., 

and flatware, with a few exceptions. (Table 7) 

Table 7.--THB RELATION BETWEEN E~UIPMENT FOUND IN THE HOMEMAKING 
DEPARTMENTS AND E~UIPMENT FOUND IN A REPRESENTATIVE HO.ME OF 20 
RURAL COMMUNITIES IN MISSISSIPPI. 

Required equipment In both In school In home In 
home and but not but not neither 
in school in home in school 

Bread pans 20 
Brooms 20 
Sieve 20 
Tea kettle 20 
Tablee for food 

preparation 20 
Tables for food 

serving 20 
Storage for foods 20 
Stove 20 
Sewing machines 19 1 
Cork screw ca.n opener 19 1 
Mops 19 l 
Storage space for 

clothing 18 2 
Butcher knii'e 18 2 
Irons 18 2 
Ironing board 18 2 
Large double boiler 18 2 
Large skillets 18 2 
Muffin pans 18 2 
Sinks 18 2 
Layer cake pans 17 3 
Pie tins 17 3 
Sauce pans 17 3 
Bowls (9 in.) 16 4 
Dish towels 16 4 
Long handle forks 16 3 l 
Doughnut and biscuit 

cutter 15 2 3 

--~ w, 
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Table 7 .--THE RELATION BETWEEN E"UIPMENT FOUND IN THE HOMENLAKING 
DEPARTMENTS AND EQUIPMENT 1',0UND IN A .REPRESENTATIVE HOME OF 20 
RURAL COMMUNITIES IN MISSISSIPPI.--Continued 

Required equipment In both In school In home In 
home and but not but not neither 
in school in home in school 

Grater 15 1 4 
Paring knives 15 5 
Rolling pin and board 15 4 l 
Rotary egg beater 15 4 l 
Coffee pot 14 6 
Table linen 14 6 
Wooden spoons 14 l 5 
:Measuring cup 13 4 3 
~art measure 13 6 l 
Bread knife 10 1 9 
Bowls (11 in.) 10 4 6 
Clock 10 10 
Flour can 10 5 5 
Measuring spoon sets 10 6 4 
Mixing bowls (nest) 10 4 6 
Colander 10 5 5 
Canister set 0 8 12 
Tray 7 8 5 
Waste paper basket 0 7 13 
Garbage pail 5 8 7 
Dust pan 5 9 6 
Refrigerator 5 l 14 
Baking dish 4 1 15 
Folding screen 0 7 13 

Dishes Glasses and 
Flatware 

Forks 20 
Knives 20 
Teaspoons 20 
Glasses 20 
Water pitcher 20 
Cups 20 
Saucers 20 
Plates 20 
Fruit jars 20 
Salt and pepper sets 19 1 
Cereal bowls 18 l l 

,..k:;"·,A,.,,.. 



Table 7 .--THE RELATION BETWEEN EQUIPMENT FOUND IN THE HOMEMAKING 
DEPARI'MENTS AND EQUIPMENT FOUND IN A REPREl.::ENTATIVE HOME OF 20 
RURAL COMMUNITIES IN MISSISSIPPI.--Continued 

Required equipment In both In school In home In 
home and but not but not neither 
in school in home in school 

Dessert saucers 17 3 
Tablespoons 17 3 
Small platters 16 4 
Large platters 15 3 2 
Vegetable dish 15 5 
Cream and sugar sets 14 6 

,,, ...... ,.....,----------------------------------



Chapter V 

DISCUSSION 

The problem undertaken in this study Vlas to determine 

the kind of equipment used for teaching homemaking to colored 

pupils in 20 rural schools in Mississippi, the extent to which 

this equipment met the requirements recommended by the state de­

partment of vocational education and the relation existing between 

the school and home equipment. In order to do this the data will 

be discussed as follows: 

1. Location of homemaking departments 

2. Equipment found in homemaking departments 

3• Conformity of equipment to Mississippi State 
Standards 

4. Equipment found in representative homes of 
each community 

5. Relation between home and school equipment 

Location of homemaking departments 

There was not a great variation in the types of home­

making departments used in this study. Sixty per cent of the 

departments were combination laboratories located in the school 

building, thrity-five per cent of the departments used a combina­

tion of rooms located in separate buildings, and one was located 

in a cottage. The combination laboratories provided for many 

.. ;'l,X.~~·----·--------------------------------
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phases of homemaking, but had a limited amount of space, making 

conditions confused and crowded. These departments did, however, 

provide convenient supervision of many activities at one time and 

promoted an atmosphere of one big happy family. 

The "combination of rooms 11 type of department promoted 

a hanelike a-bn.osphere and provided adequate space for all home­

rnaking activities desired. This was also true in the cottage 

type department, but in both cases there was only one teacher 

so that the supervision of many activities at one time was diffi­

cult. 

Equipment found~~ homemaking departments 

According to Vocational Educational Bulletin No. 181, 

the homemaking; department, whether it be extensive or a very small 

unit in the school, should, through the equipment and its arrange­

lll.ent, create an atmosphere conducive to promotion of the q,irit 

of homemaking in young people. (15:11) Many of the departments 

visited promoted a homelike atmosphere and provided experiences 

for which opportunities may later be presented. In other depart­

ments the equipment was poorly arranged as well a's very inadequate 

in quality and in quantity for the number of pupils. Some depart­

ments supplemented equipment from the 11 Teacherage11 , other supple­

mented from a near residence, and a few borrowed equipment from 

the boarding department connected with the school. 

3 



For the preparation of foods, working units accomodating 

four to six girls were provided in all departments. This unit 

included one stove, one sink, one worl<: table, one table for serving, 

storage space for utensils, dishes, silver, dish towels, table 

linen, and cleaning supplies for four to six girls. In addition 

to these items it is desirable to have a refrigerator. Only a 

small percentage of the departments were equipped to provide for more 

than two uni ts. One department provided three units representing 

different economic levels of families in the community. One unit 

represented the better type of community home with equipment which 

was desirable and attainable and also provi dad varied experiences 

for the pupils. Another unit represented the average type of home 

providing equipment used by the families of many pupils. This unit 

also provided home experiences in the use. care, and upkeep of 

equipment. The other unit represented a poor type of home which 

used improvised equipment in poor condition and odds and ends of 

dishes and utensils. This unit was to provide experience for the 

pupils in improving their conditions. Equipment in the homemaking 

department should be such as to give pupils instruction and prac­

tice in the type which is in their homes and to penni t inst:ruction 

and practice in that type which, though it may not be accessible 

to the pupils in their respective homes now yet may come into wider 

use later. 

A suitable stove for cooking was found in all departments, 

the most commonly used type being the wood and coal stove. This 
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type was considered most economical because it was used by the 

pupils in their homes and because it utilized the fuel most common­

ly found in the community. .Another type frequently found in the 

departments was the oil stove. This type of stove was economical 

for the department because it could be operated with ease and 

used for preparing a quick meal, and because it eliminated the 

undesirable processes of cleaning out ashes and making fires. The 

·oil stove would not be recommended for the rural community because 

of the problem arising from the necessity of purchasing the fuel 

needed, whereas fuel for the wood type of stove is usually provided 

with little or no expense. Electric and gas stoves were found in 

two departni.entE. These two were not recommended for the homes, 

but were used in order to give pupil! experience with this type 

of stove. 

Sinks were found in 90 per cent of the departments; 

6o per cent had no drainboards, 15 per cent had one drainboard, 

and 15 percent had two. Only two departments had more than one 

sink. The departments having no drainboards substituted with 

built-in cabinets and tables. The sinks were quite an asset to 

many of the rural deparunents, considering the difficulties with 

which they have to struggle. 

Storage space was adequate in only a few departments. 

This included space for clothing, foods, and supplies and equipment. 

Two departments had no storage space at all for clothing. 
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Tables found in the departments served a three-fold 

purpose, food preparation, food serving, and sewing. All depart­

ments had tables and a few departments had four; some had only one 

or two. The minimum supply of cooking utensils found in the 

departments provided experiences in preparing the daily meals with 

the type of equipment found to be comnonly used in the home. 

Serving di shes and silver were adequate in only a ff!JW 

departme~ts so far as provision for each pupil in the class was con­

cerned. Other departments had a minimum supply but not a sufficient 

amount to accomodate all pupils. No dish towles and drying space 

were inadequate in over half of the departments. Only a very small 

percentage of the departments had table linens and asbestos mats. 

Equipment in the departments should include screens which 

may be used for backgrounds and partitions; only seven departments 

had such screens. Screens should be recommended for the combina-

tion laboratory to set off a corner of the room for a dressing and 

fitting space and also to serve as a supplement for bulletin-board 

space. 

Wall space in homemaking departments is usually at a 

high premium, and blackboard space should be carefully evaluated. 

The blackboard should be placed so that there is no glare on it, 

so that the pupils referring to it do not face a direct light and 

the height will be convenient for use by both teacher and pupils. 

Blackboard sp'ace found in one half of the departments was inadequate 

in both quality and quantity. 

~,----------------------- -------...,.·------
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In most departments it iz; necessary, for economy of 

space and money, to use one set of chairs for several purposes. 

This means that a type should be selected which insures good posture 

for the greatest number of activities and meets most general needs. 

Althcugh all departments had -chairs, some were very unsatisfactoryJ 

in some cases benches were used. 

Ecpipment for sewing consisted of sewing machines, both 

treadle and electric, pinking me.chines, mirrors, irons, and iron­

ing boards. The treadle type of sewing machine was most frequently 

found in the homemaking departments; however, a few electric mach­

ines were also found. Ninety per cent of the departments had irons, 

of which ten were electric. Ninety per cent of the departments also 

had ironing l:x>ards but only 80 per cent had mirrors. Mirrors are 

needed by pupils for fitting garments as well as for lessons on 

becomingness of various colors and textures, in the study of per­

sonal grooming and as illustrative material for home furnishings 

in small units of arrangement. A full-length mirror, approximately 

18 by 36 inches, which is either set in a door or fr8llled and hung 

on the wall at a convenient height, is satisfactory. Because 

electric irons are more convenient to use and safer than other 

types, they are preferable for school use and recommended £or home 

use where there is electricity available, however, in many of the 

departments the flat iron was most commonly used. Only a few de-

partments had the folding portable type or ironing board; others 

had a flat board, ~~11 padded and supported by chairs or tables, 

UI~"" ___ , _______________________ .,_,.....,-,-_____ _ 
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which., al though not the most desirable nevertheless did provide 

home experiences. 

It is important that provision be made for convenient 

filing and storage facilities for these materials which a teacher 

uses frequently. These include records of various kinds., both 

those aooessible to the teacher only and those accessible to the 

pupils., and teaching helps., including charts., materials., samples., 

pictures., and all other type of illustrati vo material. In addition 

to the space provided in the file drawer of the teacher's desk., 

a three or four drawer filing cabinet of metal or wood is an im­

portant part of the room equipment. Fifty-five per cent of the 

homemaking departments had filing cabinets, of which some were 

painted orange crates while others were specially built cabinets. 

Some of the departments also used cardboard boxes · of uniform size. 

A table rack for ~agazines., a bookcase, and some type of 

filing space completed the equipment for discussion and study 

activities. Ninety per cent of the departments had a suitable 

bookcase and magazine rack. 

As previously stated., equipment was frequently borrowed 

from the "teacherage", from a nearby residence, or from the board­

ing department connected with the school. This practice was es­

pecially common in teaching different unite in the homemaking de­

partments of the rural schools included in this study. 
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Conformity of equipment to Mississippi 
Sate Standards -

The itemized list of equipment obtained from the State 

Department of Vocational Education was used to check requirements 

of general equipment and equipment for units in each homemaking· 

department. 

General equipment.--Only one department was rated 100 

per cent in meeting the state requirement. Thirty-five per cent 

of the departments rated between 75.9 to 86.5 per cent. Fifteen 

per cent of the departments were rated between 66 to 72.8 per cent, 

15 per cent between 62.2 per cent to 52.1 per cent, 15 per cent 

between 46.9 to 50 per cent, and 15 per cent 26.5 to 32.9 per cent. 

~ equipment for foods.--In meeting the state require­

ments for unit kitchen equipment, only five per cent of the depart-

ments were rated as high as 89.7 per cent. Twenty per cent were rat­

ed bet een 61.3 to 71.1 per cent, 15 per cent between 55.1 to 58•7 

per cent, 25 per cent between 41.5 to 49.3 per cent, and 35 per 

cent betvreen 11.1 to 37 per cent. 

~ equipment £!:!:_ sewing.--Fifteen per cent of the de­

partments met the requirements for llllit equipment for sewing with 

a rating of 100 per cent; 35 per cent were rated between 82 to 87.5 

per cent, 15 per cent between 70 to 75 per cent, 10 per cent be­

tween 61 to (:i; per cent, 15 per cent between 50 to 58 per cent and 

five per cent rated 33 per cent • 

... -:,:n91'•-·-------------·-----------------~-----
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.Relation between ~ ~ school equipment 

The equipment found in the representative colllIID.lnity 

homes was not unusual for the type of rural romes of colored 

people in :Mississippi. Many of the homes used equipment simi­

lar to that found in the homemaking departments; however, no 

home was equipped with a sink or with running water, whereas 

18 departments l'1ere so equipped. A ff1W homes were equipped with 

electricity, but because of financial conditions did not have 

electrical appliances. Only six homes and five schools were equipped 

with refrigerators. Improvement in storage space for foods and 

clothing was noted as a major need in the homes as well as in many 

schools. A suitable stove for cooking., utilizing fuel most commonly 

available in the community., was found in all homes. In general 

the homes were no better and no poorer in equipment than were the 

schools with the major exception of sinks and of numing water. 

There was found to be a great med for beauty, sani­

tation., and comfort, as observed by the writer. 

Conclusions and recommendations 

The homemaking departments of the 20 rural high schools 

for colored pupils in Mississippi which were visited in making 

this study were not adequately equipped according to the standards 

of the Mississippi State Department of Vocational Education, nor 

_were those departments in good condition. However, they did not 

vary widely from the homes in the various communities except that 

the schools were equipped with sinks and running water and the 

homes we re not. IJ,;:~,,,.-t,..,_,_,,, _______________________ ......,. _________ _ 
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If these 20 homemaking deparbnents are representative of 

rural high schools for colored pupils in Mississippi. it can be 

said that rural high schools for colored pupils in Mississippi 

do not meet the standards for equipment in the homemaking depart­

ments which are required by the State Department of Vocational 

Education in Mississippi. 

The homemaking departments were. however. fairly com­

parable to the homes in the communities. It would seem advisable 

that the State Department of Vocational Education modify its 

requirements for the homemaki ng departments of the rural high 

schools to meet the community conditions and then enforce those 

standards. 

-...~..,,..._·-----------·------------...... ....,..,....,... ...... ____ __,,; 
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Chapter VI 

SUMMARY 

Equipment in many schools for colored pupils in Mississ­

ippi is poor and inadequate and is a handicap in promoting effect­

ive progr8llls. Therefore, this study was made in order to determine: 

Problem 

What standards of equipment should be maintained in 

teaching homemaking to colored pupils in rural high schools in 

Mississippi? 

For the purpose of determing what standards of equipment 

should be maintained, the following topics were considered: equip­

ment found in the homemaking departments of 20 rur&l high schools 

for colored pupils in Mississippi, confonnity of equipment found 

to meet requirements of the State Department of Vocational Edu­

cation.,, oondi tion of the homemaking equipment., and relation be­

tween school and home equipment. 

Equipment found in ~ homemaking departments 

The school equipment consisted of 54 pieces of general 

equipment, 37 pieces of unit kitchen equipment., and two pieces 

of unit equipment for sewing • 
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A su r-vey of the 20 homemaking departments show the 

followinga 

General equipment.--1. All departments had storage spaoe 

for foods, a chair, for eaoh member in class, brooms. plates, 

cups. saucers, glasses, forks, knives, and teaspoons. 

2. Ninety to ninety-five per cent of the departments 

had storage space for clothing, blackboards, book cases, ironing 

boards, irons, mops, water pitchers, butcher knives, cork screws 

and can opener, large double boilers, salad plates. and cereal 

bowls. 

3. Eighty to eighty-five per cent of the departments 

had long mirrors. nine-inch bawls. long-handle forks, and fruit 

jars. 

4. Seventy to seventy-five per cent of the depart­

ments had dust pans, steam pressure cookers, food chopper, 

11-inch bowls, coffee pots, and colanders. 

5. Sixty to sixty-five per cent of the departments 

had first aid cabinets. waste paper baskets, funnels, five­

gallon garbage pails. glass lemon reamers, potato ricer, and 

quart measures. 

6. Fifty to fifty-five per cent of the departments 

had clocks, flower cans. wire baskets for frying, filing cabi­

nets. ice cream freezers, bread knives, and towel racks. 

7. Forty per cent of the departments had pinking 

ma.chines. scales. and tube cake pans. 
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8. Thirty-five per cent of· the departments had folding 

screens. 

9. Twenty-five per cent of the departments had 

refrigerators. 

Unit kitchen equipment.--1. All departments had sieves, 

tea kettles, stoves, tables £or food preparation, and tables for 

food serving. 

2. Ninety to ninety-five per cent of the departments 

had rolling pins and boards, rotary egg beaters, salt and pepper 

sets, bread pans, large platters, large skillets, muffin pans, 

and sin.ks. 

3. Eighty to eighty-five per cent of the departments 

had doughnut and biscuit cutters, layer cake pens, aluminum 

measuring cups, pie tins, .sauce pens, tablespoons, cresm and 

sugar sets, dish towels, two-quart double boilers, graters, 

measuring spoon sets, nest of mixing bowls, small platters, and 

wire egg beaters. 

4. Seventy to seventy-five per cent of the departments 

had paring knives, trays, vegetable dishes, table linen, vases, 

and wooden spoons. 

5. Sixty-five per cent of the departments had glass 

measuring cups, 40 per cent had canister sets, 30 per cent had 

asbestos ma.ts, and only 20 per cent had pyrex baking dishes. 

Unit equipment ~ sewing.--1. All departments had 

tables for sewing • 
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2. Ninety-five per oent of the departments had sewing 

machines. 

Conformity of equipment to recpirements of the 
!B.ssissippiState Department of Vocationar-­
Education 

General equipm.ent.--1. All schools met the requirement 

· for storage space for foods. 

2. Ninety to ninety-five per cent of the departments 

met the recpirements for brooms, chairs, cork sorew-can openers, 

blackboards, water pitchers, butter knives, book cases, irons, 

ironing boards, large double boilers, and storage space for 

clothing. 

3. Eighty to eighty-five per cent of the departments 

met the requirement for fruit jars, long-handle forks, mops, 

and mirrors. 

4. Seventy to seventy-five per cent of the departments 

met the requirement for colanders, coffee pots, dust pans, food 

chopper, and steam pressure cooker. 

5• Sixty to sixty-five per cent of the departments 

met the requirements for glass lemon reamers, five-go.llon garbage 

pails, potato ricers, quart measures, first aid cabinets, funnels, 

and waste paper baskets. 

6. Fifty to fifty-five per cent of the departments met 

the recpirements for bread knives, filing cabinets, ice cream 

- freezers, towel racks., clocks., flower cans, wire baskets for fry­

ing, and nine-inch bowls • 
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7. Forty to forty-five per cent of the departments 

met the requirements for 11-inch bowls. pinking machines, scales, 

and tu be cake pans. 

8. Thirty-five per cent of the departments had the 

required number of' folding screens., and twenty five per cent had 

required refrigerators. 

9• Only 6o per cent of the departments met the 

requirements for teaspoons. 

10. Forty to forty-five per cent of the departments 

met the requirements for plates., glasses., knives, and forks. 

11. Thirty to thirty-ii ve per cent of the department 

had cups and saucers. 

12. Less than 30 per cent of the departments met 

requirements for cereal bO\'tls., salad plates., and dessert saucers. 

Unit kitchen equi:91D.ent (4-6 students).--1. Eighty per 

cent of the departments met the requirement for dish towels. 

2. Seventy per cent of the departments met the re­

quirements for pie tins. 

3• Sixty-five per cent of the departments met the 

requirements for bread pans. 

4. Fifty-five per cent of the departments met the 

requirements for muffin pans, and vase·s. 

5. Forty-five per cent of the departments met the 

requirement for glass measuring cups. 

6. Forty per cent of the departments met the require­

ments for tables for food preparation. 
,.:o,;.,,):1'9.';l'lt1:.,._, ________________________ ....,......,... _______ _; 



7. Less than 40 per cent of the departments met the 

requirements for stoves, doughnut and biscuit cutters, salt and 

pepper sets, asbestos mats, rolling pin and boards, rotary egg 

beater, layer cake pans, aluminµm measuring cups, small and 

large platters, sieves, large skillets, sauce pans, measuring 

spoon sets, trays, and wooden spoons. 

8. Less than 20 per cent of the departments met the 

requirement for tea kettles, tablespoons, cream and sugar sets, 

grater, mixing bowls, wire egg beater., paring knives, vegetable 

dishes, canister sets, and tables for food serving. 

9. No departments met the requirements for sinks., 

double boilers (two-quart size), or pyrex baking dishes. 

Unit equipment ~ sewing.--1. Only 60 per cent of 

the departments had the required number of sewing machines, 

and &J per cent of the departments had the required number of , 

tables for sewing. 

Condition ~ homemaking equipment 

A further analysis was made of the equipment found in 

the homemaking depa~ents according to a conditional rating of 

good (3), fair (2), poor (1), and non-existent (o). A percentage 

rating of each department was obtained by di vi ding the number of 

points received by each department by the maximum number of points 

that would have been received if all equipment had met the stan• 

dards of the criterion as outlined in Chapter III. 
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A department was considered to be in good condition if 

its rating was 90 per oent or above; fair condition if its rating 

was f r om 70 to 89 per cent inclusive; poor condition if its rating 

was from 40 to 69 per cent inclusive; and very poor condition if 

its rating was between O and 40 per cent. According to this scale 

the departments were rated as follows, 

General equipment.--Only one department was rated 11 good11
; 

eight departments were r4ted 11fair11
; eight departments were rated 

"poor", and three departmentis were rated "very poor". 

~ kitchen equipment.--Only one department was rated 

11 good11 and one other department was rated 11 £air11
• Eleven de­

partments were rated "poor", and seven departments were rated 

"very poor". 

Unit eqµipment ~ sewing.--Three departments were rated 

11 good"; eleven departments we re rated II fai r 11
; five departments 

were rated "poor", and one department was rated "very poor". 

A composite rating was obtained £or each department 

by averaging the ratings received for each unit. Only one de­

partment was rated 11 good11
; six departments were rated 11£air11

; 

eight departments were rated "poor", and five departments were 

rated "very poor". 

Relation between ~ and school equipment 

:Many of the homes used equipment similar to that found 

in the homemaking departments; however, no home was equipped with 

a sink or running water, although 18 schools were so equipped. A 

.-,,,,._, _________________________ ..,......_,..,.,.,,,,, _____ _ 



few homes were equipped with electricity but because of financial 

conditions did not have electrical appliances. Only six homes 

and as few as five schools were equipped vdth refrigerators. Both 

the homes and the schools used similar stoves for cooking, utili­

zing buel most commonly available in the connnunity. Improvements 

in storage space for foods and clothing was noted as a major need 

in the homes as well as in many schools. In general the homes 

were no better and no poorer in equipment than were the schools, 

with the major exception of sinks and of running water. 

""~-~Y ___________________________ ,...._.,,,,,..,,,.,...,.,,,u._,.,. -----
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ORIGINAL 

FORM No, HE, 2-A (This report due in State Office _by end of first school month of session). 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION TO APPLICATION FOR AID IN HOME ECONOMICS 

Fro .. ~ ____________________ High School, Post Office ___________ _ 

County ___________ _ -----------~or the current fiscal year 19 __ -19 __ , 

I. Itemized List of Home Economics Equipment: General-

NUMBER 
ITEM ITEM 

Req. On Hand Short 

Four-drawer steel filing cabinet 1 Butcher knife 
Storage space for food 1 Bread knife 
Storage space for clothing 1 Potato ricer 
Chair for each class m'ber (without arru) 1 Cork screw and can opener 
Sink with drain board (per unit) kitchen 1 Large double boiler 
Blackboard 1 Bowls-9 in. 
Table ,for food preparation ( per unit) ·kitch. 1 Bowls-11 in. 
Table for food serving (per unit) kitchen 1 To.wel rack 
Table for sewing ( 4-6 students) 1 Coffee pot 
Long mirror 1 Scale-24 lb. capacity 
Book case 1 Quart measure 
Folding screen 1 Funnel 
Ironing board 1 Tube cake pan 
Iron 1 Long handle fork 
Brooms 2 Colander 
Dust pan 1 Wire basket for frying 
Mops 2 Fruit jars: 
5 gal. garbage pail (covered) 1 ½ gal. size 
Refrigerator (desirable) 1 1 quart size 
Steam pressure cooker (desirable) 1 1 pint size 
Ice cream freezer (desirable) 1 Plates (for each student in class) 
Clock 1 Cups (for each student in class) 
Complete first aid cabinet 1 Saucers (for each student in class) 
Pinking machine or shears 1 Glasses (for each student in class) 
Waste paper basket. 1 Cereal bowls (for each student in class) 
Sewing machines ( 4-6 students) 1 Salad plates (for each student in class) 
Water pitcher 1 Knives (for each student in class) 
Glass lemon reamer 1 Forks (for each student in class) 
Food chopper 1 Teaspoons (for each student in class) 
Flour can-48 lb. size 1 Dessert saucers (for each student in class) 

Bedroom furniture (If dept. has bedroom). Bathroom fixtures (If dept. has bathroom). 
Gateleg table for combination living room-dining room. 

Unit Kitchen Equipment ( 4-6 students) 

NUMBER 

Req. On Hand Short 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3 
6 

12 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Since the food laboratory is arranged in unit kitchens, the following equipment is needed for each unit kitchen. (This is 
addition to the general equipment listed above). 

NUMBER NUMBER 
ITEM ITEM 

Req. On Hand Short Req. On Hand Short 
Stove (good oven) 1 Sieve 1 
Table for food preparation 1 Cream and sugar set 1 
Table for food serving 1 Salt and pepper set 1 
Tea kettle 1 Rolling pin and board 1 
Tray 1 Large platter 1 
Vegetable dish 2 Small platter 1 
Tablespoons 4 Pie tin 1 
Large skillet 1 Layer cake pans 2 
Nest of mixing bowls 1 Paring knives 2 
Measuring cup-glass 1 Muffin pan 1 
Measuring cup-aluminum 1 Double boiler (2 qts.) 2 
Measuring spoons (set) 1 Doughnut or biscuit cutter 1 
Grater 1 Baking dish (Pyrex) 1 
Wire egg beater 1 Bread pan 1 
Rotary egg beater 1 Dish towels 
Wooden spoori 1 Table linens 
Vase 1 Asbestos mats 
Canister set 1 Sauce pans ( 1 large, 1 small) 2 

Gl 



ORIGINAL 

II. We have this year ____ ~classes or sections in Vocational Home Economics with enrollment in each 
as follows: 

(Count as vocational only those students who are in high school or 14 years of age if below high school). 
(Designnte classes for hors, if offered, and indicate grade level). 

ENROI.:LMENT 
CLASS IN WHAT 

NUMBER YEAR 7th Grade 8th Grade 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade TOTAL 

Ill. Home Economics Teaoher, Miss or Mrs. _____________________________ _ 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

A. WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF TEACffiNG TIME DURING SESSION: (1 Class Period Daily REQUIRED for Home 
Pro,ject Conferences and Supervision). (Conference periods are not counted as teaching periods). 

SCHOOL PERIODS MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

NOTE: In the first column give the time of beginning and ending of each period in the school day, omitting the receSB periods. OpPQsite each 
period and in column of each day of the week, give the subjects taught, the study period held, or whatever the teacher is doing at that period of the day. 

B. Do you plan this year on giving home economics instruction t,o out-of-school groups in: 

( a) Evening classes? ______________ _ (b) Part Time? ____________________ _ 

IV. Certification. 
We hereby certify that the foregoing report is TRUE and CORRECT to our own knowledge and belief. 

Signed=--------------------=--------~ Superintendent. 

, Home Economics Teacher. 

Schedule Requirements for Home Economics as set up in the State Plan for Vocational 
Education (1938-1942). 

For schools operating on a 45-minute period schedule: All-Day classes shall meet ninety consecutive minutes five times per 
week throughout the entire school session. The length of the course of all-day classes shall be not less than two years, but 
may be three years if the school desires. The 8th ~rade home economics class may be scheduled on a 60-minute period dallY 
throughout the school year, or for a 90-minute period from one to five times per week. It is desirable to have the 8th 
grade class meet at least three 90-minute periods per week, or daily. 

For schools operating on the 60-minute period schedule: (One of the two following plans may be used): 

1. A three-year home economics course, with each class meeting five clock hours per week (five 6 0-minute periods through· 
out the session). The course may begin with the 8th grade or all three years may. be offered in high school. 

2. A two-year course of all-day high school home economics with each class scheduled for not less than seven clock hours 
per week plus a day-unit class. The day-unit class will meet not less than one 90-minute period per week throughout 
the entire school session. 
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