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temperature

precipitation

Temperatures ranked in the top 33rd

percentile for the majority of the state 

in July. Some below normal 

temperatures were observed in 

eastern CO. West of the Continental 

Divide, temperatures were extremely 

warm, ranking in the top 10% of all 

years. Some areas in northern CO 

experienced a record warm July.

With the onset of an active monsoon 

pattern, wetter than average 

conditions in July show up over 

portions of southern and western 

CO. Some dry pockets show up over 

northwest CO, along the Front 

Range urban corridor, and on the 

eastern plains. Some portions of 

northeast CO experienced a record 

dry July.
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quadrant charts
Each dot plots the precipitation on the x-axis and the temperature on the y-axis. Dots

are colored based on temperature and size is based on precipitation. The current
year is denoted with a star. Long-term averages are denoted by the dashed lines.

view all quadrant charts

Statewide, July 2021 was the 

11th warmest July in the 127-

year record, and near normal 

range for precipitation. In the 

quadrants, you can see the 

warm anomaly with very near-

average precipitation. 

Most notable for July – western 

CO experienced their warmest 

minimum temperatures in the 

127-year record.

Extending out to the water-year-

to-date (bottom right) conditions 

show up very slightly warmer 

and drier than average. This 

averages out the large 

differences between the west 

side and east side of the state, 

where conditions have been 

much drier to the west and 

wetter to the east.

https://climate.colostate.edu/quadrant.html
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records tied and broken

state extremes

High 

Max

Low

Max

High

Min

Low

Min
Precip Snow

Daily 61/110 3/16 96/320 4/12 36/133 0/0

Monthly 4/5 1/0 5/17 0/1 0/6 0/0

All-time 3/5 0/0 7/7 0/0 0/1 0/0

Tied/Broken, from NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information

July 10th, 

Fruita 

(108°F)
July 17th, 

Climax (32°F)

July 2nd,

Watkins 

(3.71")

Noteworthy: Grand Junction set a new all-time record high 

temperature (107°F) on July 9th
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drought

evaporative demand

Colorado Drought Update Page

Widespread 

improvements have 

been made across 

western Colorado 

thanks to the active 
monsoon pattern. 

Dryness in 

northeast CO has 

resulted in the 

introduction of D0

1-month EDDI for July
Evaporative demand depicts how 

much moisture the atmosphere 

wants to take from the ground. 

High evaporative demand is 

typical for CO in the summer. But 
it has not been higher than 

average, and in some cases low, 

which helps reduce the severity 

of drought. It has also helped 

with minimizing the risk of 
wildfires spreading out of control.

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought
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significant events

Although heavy 

monsoon rainfall in 

western Colorado has 

improved the drought 

situation, it has also 
brought destructive and 

deadly flash flooding, 

especially on burn scars 

from last year’s fires

Photo of I-70 in Glenwood Canyon from 

Colorado Department of Transportation:  

https://twitter.com/ColoradoDOT/status/142197

8755170410501

On the evening of July 20, very 

heavy rain fell on the Cameron 

Peak burn scar in Larimer 

County, causing a flash flood 

that sadly resulted in three 

fatalities

Estimated precipitation from Multi-Radar, 

Multi-Sensor dataset for the two hours 

ending at 6pm MDT 20 July 2021

Several flash floods have occurred in 

Glenwood Canyon from heavy rains 

on the Grizzly Creek burn scar. On 

July 29, motorists on I-70 had to 

shelter in a highway tunnel. I-70 

remains closed as of early August. 

Estimated precipitation from Multi-Radar, 

Multi-Sensor dataset for the three hours 

ending at 11pm MDT 29 July 2021

https://twitter.com/ColoradoDOT/status/1421978755170410501
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CCC in the news

❑ Recent Rain has no Impact on County Drought Conditions

▪ Becky Bolinger quoted, July 6, 2021 - Vail Daily

❑ Colorado Ranchers Face not just Drought but Rising Social Pressures

▪ Russ Schumacher quoted, July 11, 2021 - France24.com

❑ Colorado Arrives at the Dawn of Megafires

▪ Russ Schumacher quoted, July 12, 2021 - Colorado Newsline

❑ County Sees Wet Spring but Autumn Fires Still Possible

▪ Becky Bolinger quoted, July 12, 2021 - Parker Chronicle:

❑ The Era of Megafires

▪ Russ Schumacher quoted, July 13, 2021 - Summit Daily News

❑ La Nina Watch is On

▪ Russ Schumacher interview, July 16, 2021 - Four Corners Public Radio

❑ Colorado Wildfires are a Year-Round Danger

▪ Russ Schumacher quoted, July 19, 2021 - Arvada Press

❑ Poudre Canyon Flooding

▪ Peter Goble quoted, July 21, 2021 - The Coloradoan

❑ Mudslides Along Colorado Burn Scars Cause Disasters All Summer

▪ Becky Bolinger quoted, July 23, 2021 - Colorado Sun

❑ Monsoon Instigates Flash Flooding in Colorado Canyons

▪ Peter Goble interview, July 26, 2021 - KUNC

❑ Drought Lessening in Southwest Colorado

▪ Peter Goble quoted, July 31, 2021 - The Gazette

https://www.vaildaily.com/news/eagle-valley/recent-rain-has-no-impact-on-county-drought-conditions/
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210711-colorado-ranchers-face-not-just-drought-but-rising-social-pressures
https://coloradonewsline.com/2021/07/12/colorado-arrives-at-the-dawn-of-megafires/
https://parkerchronicle.net/stories/county-sees-wet-spring-but-autumn-fires-still-possible,379356
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/the-era-of-megafires-an-east-troublesome-like-fire-seems-inevitable-for-colorados-resort-communities/
https://www.ksut.org/2021-07-16/la-nina-watch-is-on-and-could-lead-to-another-mild-and-mostly-dry-winter
https://arvadapress.com/stories/colorado-wildfires-are-year-round-danger,379599
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2021/07/21/poudre-canyon-flooding-chance-more-storms-rain-loom-through-week/8041523002/
https://coloradosun.com/2021/07/23/mudslides-along-colorado-burns-scars-could-cause-disasters-all-summer/
https://www.kunc.org/science/2021-07-26/burn-scars-monsoon-instigate-flash-flooding-in-colorado-canyons
https://gazette.com/news/local/state-water-task-force-says-monsoons-coming-drought-lessening-in-southwest-colorado/article_267b7efa-f151-11eb-a456-9b93516ae63b.html

