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Distinction needed :)

Communicating the Future of the Colorado River: 
Navigating Water, Policy, and Public Engagement



Journalism
‘Parched’ Podcast Series

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZlmexDrNuCE


Solutions-Based Journalism
What are people talking about?
● Desalination 
● Efficient farming
● Clean drinking water & Tribes
● Water recycling
● Municipal efficiently (Las Vegas)
● Moving water (Mississippi?)
● ‘Demand Management’
● Water pricing
● Environmental restoration



Focus on Someone’s Story
(and bring it to life in a location!)



The Goal? 
Take a very complicated 

and often seemingly 
“boring” topic and make it 

fun, educational and 
enlightening. We wanted 
anyone who was curious 
to find the show clear and 

enjoyable. We reached 
lots of folks!



Communication Efforts & Tools
Colorado River

Michael Sakas
Colorado River Communications 
Specialist - DNR

michael.sakas@state.co.us



The Goal? 
Different but similar! How do I help people understand 

a complicated issue, with the focus on Colorado and 
how the state is protecting its water and users. 

We’re talking to lots of people! The public, politicians, 
other states, the media, internally, externally, etc on 

lots of complicated issues. 

Example? What the heck is ‘hydrologic shortage’??
Tell the story! 



Webinar Example

Hannah Cranor-Kersting
Rancher, Gunnison County Extension Director, 

Gunnison, CO

Mike Camblin
Rancher, board president of the Maybell 

Irrigation District, Maybell, CO

Letisha Yazzie
Water Resource Director, Ute Mountain Ute 

Tribe, Towaoc, CO

Ken Curtis
General Manager, Dolores Water Conservancy 

District, Arriola, CO

Panel: Taking Cuts to Your 
Colorado River Water Supply

Turning this into a podcast episode, 
email me if you’d like access to video

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1ThZ6ElOwCBTMjeuAxKuLSg_DOBIOErHV/view


"It was nice to hear directly from ranchers trying to keep 
their ranches going in scary water times during water cuts 
in dry years. As a Denver resident I rarely get the chance 
to directly hear ranchers’ point of views. I was struck by 
their heartfelt emotion and responsibility they felt to 
previous generations to keep a family business operating. 
... Compelling. Real sense of anxiety for ranchers and 
variability of the water supply. Helps me get a handle on 
the difference between Upper and Lower Basin water 
supplies and how Upper Basin really does rely so much 
more on year-to-year supplies."

- Reporter



Infographics



Where the Water is Used





UDS Alternative FAQ



Commissioner’s Corner
cwcb.colorado.gov/colorado-river-commissioners-corner

Updates

Events

News Stories

Infographics

Request Speaking Engagement



Upper Division States 
Alternative
cwcb.colorado.gov/coloradoriver

Press Release

Submittal Package

Infographic

FAQ



Stay Informed
Want emailed updates? We 
can add you to our email list!

michael.sakas@state.co.us
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