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Working in the Colorado River
  (Never a dull moment)
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COLORADO 
RIVER BASIN

Introductions – my journey

The Nature Conservancy’s 
Approach
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COLORADO 
RIVER BASIN

40 million people

$1.2 trillion economy

15% of U.S. crops irrigated

$26 billion recreation economy

7 States + Mexico

30 Tribal Nations

5 million acres of agricultural land

11 national parks

A Water Lifeline 
for the West



THE CLIMATE CRISIS 

IS A WATER CRISIS 

L: © S.HUFU
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TNC’s InterestCOLORADO 
RIVER BASIN

• Water in the Right Places at the Right Time

• River Health & Wildlife 

• Long-term Resilience & Sustainability

• Supporting Voice, Choice, Action & Vision of 
Indigenous Communities
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Jicarilla Apache Nation Water 
Lease – San Juan River

Innovative Water 
Transactions 

How We WorkCOLORADO 
RIVER BASIN

• Partnerships are Everything

• Water is Bi-Partisan and Political 

• Focus on Solutions 

• Sixth-Dimensional Chess



Photo: © Jason Houston

Jicarilla Apache Nation Water 
Lease – San Juan River

Innovative Water 
Transactions 

Innovative Water Sharing:  COLORADO 
RIVER BASIN
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Partnering with AgricultureCOLORADO 
RIVER BASIN
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Restoration & ResilienceCOLORADO 
RIVER BASIN
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Career PlanningCOLORADO 
RIVER BASIN
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QUESTIONS?
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