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Average April Temperature and Precipitation

FORT COLLINS temperature and precipitation, April 1 - April 30

warm & dry warm & wet
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Average Water Year Temperature and Precipitation

FORT COLLINS temperature and precipitation, October 1 - April 30
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Data source: ACIS

The average air temperature for our 2024 Water Year to
date (since October 1%Y) is 41.5 °F. This is 1.6 “F above
our 1991-2020 normal of 39.6 °F.

The last warmer October-April was 2017 (42.7 °F).

We have received 7.54” of precipitation this Water Year
to date, 111.7% of our 1991-2020 normal (6.75")

The last Water Year to start at least this wet was 2021
(8.207). May is the wettest month on average for Fort
Collins, so these stats could shift strongly one way or the
other in the coming weeks.
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Records Broken

We set a record for highest minimum daily
temperature on April 251, 2024. The new record is
51 °F. This breaks the old record of 48 °F, which
was a three-way tie between 1940, 1998, and 2012.
This was a soft record to break, especially in a
warming climate.

We eked out a new precipitation record on April 27t
with a mark of 1.11”. This just barely takes down a
124-year-old record of 1.10” from 1900.
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Additional April 2024 Statistics
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1991-2020 Depart from Depart from
Observed Normal POR Average Normal POR Average Last Above Last Below
Tmean °F 51.4 49 47.1 2.4 4.3 2012 2023
Mean(T__ ) °F 64.8 62.5 61.1 2.3 3.7 2022 2023
Mean(T_. ) °F 38 35.4 33.1 2.6 4.9 2012 2023
Precipitation “ 1.95 2.10 1.96 -0.15 -0.01 2021 2023
Snowfall “ 3.9 6.1 6.6 -2.2 -2.7 2023 2022
Water Year
Precip “ 7.54 6.72 6.24 0.82 1.3 2021 2023
Seasonal
Snowfall “ 37 49.1 47 -12.1 -10 2023 2018
POR = period of record (since 1894)
Value Date Days Precip >0 17

Max(T_. ) °F 80[14th Days Snowfall > 0 4

Min(T__ ) °F 36[19th, 20th Days Precip > Trace 9

Max(T_. ) °F 51|25, 26th Days Snowfall > Trace 2

Min(T_. ) °F 26[21st Days Wind Gust > 20mph 15

Max(Daily Precip)” 1.1127th Peak Wind Gust Direction 274

Max(Daily Snowfall)” 2.0[20th Peak Wind Gust Time (MST) 20:15

Peak Wind Gust (mph) 44 3|7th Pan Evaporation” (Starting 4/11) 2.43



Feature Story: April
6t and 7™ High
Winds

Saturday/Sunday April 61" and 7t brought high winds
due to a tight pressure gradient between high pressure
over southwestern Colorado, and a strong low pressure
system over the Nebraska panhandle. This produced a
maximum wind gust of 44.3mph on campus.

Winds were much higher out at the Colorado State
Atmospheric Science foothills campus, even blowing
over the sign for our department (as seen on the cover
slide).

The strongest gust at Christman Field was 83.7mph,
which is the strongest gust on record since December
2008. For further details on this windstorm visit our
blog:
https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/2024/04/09
/an-impressive-april-windstorm/
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Colorado ASOS, CoAgMET, and Northern Water maximum wind gusts (mph): 6-7 April 2024
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CoAgMET = Colorado Agricultural Meteorological Network
ASOS = Automated Surface Observing System

CoAgMET/Northern Water wind gusts recorded at 2 or 3 meter height
ASOS measures wind gusts at 10 meter height
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NOAH.NEWMAN@COLOSTATE.EDU

DATA QA/QC — KRISTIE DAVIS — KRISTIE.DAVIS@COLOSTATE.EDU

STATE CLIMATOLOGIST — RUSS SCHUMACHER -
RUSS.SCHUMACHER@COLOSTATE.EDU

ASSISTANT STATE CLIMATOLOGIST — BECKY BOLINGER -
BECKY.BOLINGER@COLOSTATE.EDU



