Thomas “Tom” sutherland was

a professor of animal sciences at
Colorado State University from
the 19505 through the 1980:s. In
1983, Sutherland took what was
Intended to be a three year
sabbatical to work as the Dean
of Agriculture at the American
University of Beirut in Beirut,
Lebanon.

Tom and his wife, Jean,
and two of his three |
daughters, Joan and h':nt,
moved there in the T-mdat
of the Lebanese Civil War,

and, though warned

kidnapping- :
Jean decided o stay N

Beirut.
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Beirut kidna

On June 9, 1985, afte!
returning to Beirut from
a trip home to Colorado,
lslamic Jihad terrorists
ambushed Sutherland’s
vehicle. The group of
terrorists pulled Tom
from his car, blindfolded
him, forced him into
another vehicle, and
took him to an
undisclosed location.
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He recounted, “| didn't
have time to more than
quickly take in much of the
surroundings before one
young fellow cried out,
‘They eyes; the eyes. Cover
the eyes.’ Though | blessedly
didn’t know it then, that
was the last time | would

see the sun for the next six
and a half years.”

Mistaken identity?

lggsh%\jokes Slopped on June 9
| nd was retyrn.
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To put pressure on the
State Department and
attempt to reach Tom
with encouragement, they
d a Valentine’s Day

in Tom's honor s

creqate

campaign :
i 1988-three years after

his kidnapping.
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After 2,353 days In
captivity, Tom Sutherland

was released on
November 17, 1991, After
his release, Sutherland
returned to Fort Collins,
= s - - : Colorado, where he lived
e naelay S s b - ?[ijéff;ﬁﬁ?ﬂ | for the rest of his life.

| I 5 :,.. . -:ru-rﬂ-:-r .j

gl Mgty P8 -~ lovued
schoolchiidren, companies, loved

- . i - S [ . i 3 =i
ones, strangers, AQrmirers, darnd

h iil;-‘a"':'.‘_ al -.urgirlf their We if1 wishes to Send Valentine ;ﬁmha? Fridg’ at CSU
o, to Sutherland Jor nostage in Lebanon

SRR 4
Sending a Valentine card to Tom

Sutherland is an appropriate way of
showing that Fort Collins has not forgot-

ten him, P
Sutherland, a Colorado Btate Univer- ,
sity professor on leave to work at the The Sutherland family successtully

American University in Belrut, was jm-:b sued Iran for $300,000,000, and o
napped and has been a hostage since and Jean went on to author an

9, 1985 — 878 days ago. |
June autobiography, At Your Own Risk,

and become philunthrnpht;—giulng

o back to the mmrrjtunity that refused
to leave Tom behind.
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Sutherlqg
nd waqs
Q professor of animal sciences at

Colorado State Uniuersity from
the 19505 through the 1980:s. In
?983, sutherland took whut.wns
Intended to be g three year
sabbatical to work as the Dean
of Agriculture at the American

University of Beirut in Beirut,
Lebanon.

Tom and his wife, Jean,
and two of his three
daughters, Joan and Kit,
moved there in the midst
of the Lebanese Civil War,
and, though warned
about the prevalent
threat of terrorism and
hidnapping, Tom ﬂrltii
Jean decided to stay In

Beirut.

On June 9, 1985, after
returning to Beirut from
a trip home to Colorado,
Islamic Jihad terrorists
ambushed Sutherland’s
vehicle. The group of
terrorists pulled Tom
from his car, blindfolded
him, forced him into
another vehicle, and
took him to an
undisclosed location.
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He recounted, “| didn't
have time to more than
quickly take in much of the
surroundings before one
young fellow cried out,
‘They eyes: the eyes, Cover

tI:ne eyes.’ Though | blessed|y
didn’t know it then, that

was the last time | would

see the sun for the next SIX
and a hqlf vears,”

Tom's family worked to free
him. Jean stayed in Beirut.
Ann, Kit, and Joan rallied
communities across the U5,
especially Northern
Colorado, to Reep attention
on their father and other
captives,
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To put pressure on the
State Department and
attempt to reach Tom
with encouragement, they
created a Valentine's Day
campaign in Tom's honor
1 1988—-three years after

his kidnapping.
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Schoolchildren, companies, loved
ones, strangers, admirers, and
more, all wrote their well wishes to
Tom.
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Unfnrtunutely, Tom only saw
u.r:: message and family photo
In a local Arabic newspaper
As-Safir. The family and ,
Community made other
efforts to reach Tom via
mail, including holiday cards
during the 1988 Christmas

season, but those efforts also
failed.
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and Jean went on to author an
autoblography, At Your Own Risk,

and become philunthmplsts—glulng

back to the commun
to leave Tom bqhmdllty that refused

After 2,353 days in
captivity, Tom Sutherland

was released on
November 17, 1991. After
his release, Sutherland
returned to Fort Collins,
Colorado, where he lived
for the rest of his life.

Write a note:

sutherland did not
receive hundreds of
cards sent to him, but
friends found sending
them a meaninaful
way to keep hope
alive.

Grab a sticky note
and write a message
to someone who you

want to support or

remember,

.
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Braceleg
A lettor from Patricia M.

Webb, an Air Force
Navigator, describes how she
Wore this bracelet for six
years. The bracelet is
€ngraved with Thomas
Sutherland’s name, the date
of his Ridnapping, and the
Bible yerse Hebrews 13:3. The
verse reads, “Remember
them that are in bonds, as
bound with them; and them
Which suffer adversity, as

being yourselves also in the
body.”




Button

Blue PIN-on button with
vVellow ribbon and illustrations
of Terry Anderson (left) and
Tom Sutherland (right) with
the nscriptions “lowa Staters
Held hostage in Lebanon,
1985” and “We have not
fmrqotterl.“
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Valentine’s Message in
As~-Safir
Dn‘j‘urgd here js

only Valentine’s messages
Tom received during his time
In captivity. Penned by his

wife, Jean, a brief note and a
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Sutherland

members
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lem weslt Belru

on June 8. 1885

War, claims Il abductled him

underground
lieved Lo be made up of radical Shi

ite Moslems loyal Lo Iran’s Ayalol

Khomeini,
claims 1o hold American journalisi
Terry Anderson.

Anderson. 40 chiel Middle Easl
correspondent for The Associated
esti-held of the for-
eign hostages in Lebanon. He was
kidnapped M

Press, Is Lhe lo

arch 16, 1955
92 foreigners, Including
eight Americans, are ImiSsing and
believed held by pro-Iraman ex-
(remists in Lebanon
In addition, a Swede and a Nor-
wegian — both UN. 1 elief workers
. were kidnapped eighl days ago
y armed Paleslinians a
acting without a political molve.

Card shows Sutherland’s wile,

Joan, foreground. In rear are Nis
daughler

and in center his daughter Ann
heir child, Simone

arently g Kit and Joan on ends
" gutheriand Keller and husband Hay and [

Yellow Ribbon

The yellow ribbon was an ode
to the remembrance of
hostages during both the lran
and Lebanon Hostage Crises.
For Tom, yellow ribbons were
wrapped around the jconic
elm trees at CSU's Oval.
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