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In bookmaking, several sheets of paper are folded, placed inside one another, and sewn together in a “signature.” 
Just as one book is composed of multiple signatures, Colorado State University Libraries owes its excellence to 
multiple supporters, each of whom leaves a unique and lasting signature.
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Preservation Staff Treats 
Virginia Dale Bible

A fter three 
months of 
restoration 

at Morgan Library, 
the pulpit Bible 
from Virginia Dale 
Community Church 
returned home in 
time for Easter.

Dean of 
Libraries Catherine 
Murray-Rust and 
Preservation Services 
staff members 
presented the Bible 
to Virginia Dale 
parishioners on
April 9, Good Friday.

The Bible was one 
of the few salvageable items left after 
an arson fire destroyed the church 
building on November 15, 2003. The 
123-year-old church was part of the 
Virginia Dale Stage Stop, a national 
historic site located north of Fort 
Collins. Parishioner Norma Dent 
brought the charred and waterlogged 
Bible, along with a hymnal in similar 
condition, to Morgan Library in hope 
that Preservation Services could save 
what was left.

The Preservation Services staff 
used the Wei T’o Book Dryer to 
remove the water from the Bible 
and hymnal. While use of the Wei 

continued on page 5

Dean Catherine Murray-Rust and Sam Mitchell present the treated Bible to 
Virginia Dale parishioners.

From the 
Dean
Catherine 
Murray-Rust, 
Dean
University 
Libraries

As a parent, encouraging 
my son and daughter to 
write thank you notes often 

reduced me to shameless nagging. 
Now one of the most pleasant 
parts of my job is to thank alumni 
and friends for their gifts to CSU 
Libraries. The letters go to Fort 
Collins, Denver and far and wide 
across the country. The recipients 
include veterinarians, lawyers, 
doctors, school teachers, ranchers, 
businessmen and business women. 
Some are retired, some have 
undergraduates in their family and 
some are just starting their careers. 
What is common among them is 
affection for CSU and libraries and 
a commitment to giving back. 

As you will read in this issue, 
CSU Libraries continues to support 
the academic and research programs 
of the University and to serve as 
a cultural institution within the 
community. This spring CSU 
Libraries is hosting several events 
that do both well. To mark the 
inauguration of President Larry 
Penley, we are sponsoring a lecture 

continued on page 2

Now you can donate to CSU Libraries online. Visit https://advancing.colostate.edu/LIB/GIVE 
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From the Dean
continued from front cover

about CSU as seen through the eyes 
of its presidents and an exhibit of 
historical photographs. In June, 
the ever-popular Tables of Content 
dinner is back with 15 tables of lively 
conversation about topics ranging 
from nature writing to animal 
cancer, architecture to captivity 
in Lebanon. Our new Friends 
group is off to a good start. The 
Preservation Department, a group 
that played a major role in Morgan 
Library’s recovery from the 1997 
flood, recently returned an arson-
rescued Bible to its Virginia Dale 
congregation.

We like to think that through 
these activities we are increasing 
our circle of friends and providing 
opportunities for you to give back 
to CSU. For those of you close by, 
please consider joining the Friends 
and attending our events. For those 
of you far away, when you come back 
to Fort Collins, stop by and say hello. 
My colleagues and I would love to 
say thank you in person. 

Lecture and Exhibit Coincide with 
President Penley’s Inauguration

Can you identify what the following names have in common?
Elijah Evan Edwards • Charles Ingersoll • Alston Ellis •
Barton Aylesworth • Charles Lory • Roy Green • Isaac Newsom •

William Morgan • Adrian Chamberlain • Ralph Christoffersen • 
Philip Austin • Albert Yates • Larry Penley

While CSU students might 
associate many of these names with 
buildings on campus, you probably 
recognize the above as a list of the 
University’s presidents from the 
1870s to the present.

A lecture and exhibit honoring 
President Larry Penley’s 
inauguration highlighted significant 
aspects of past CSU presidents’ 
administrations. Approximately 75 
people attended the April 15 event.

The “CSU Memory Album” 
exhibit opened at 4 p.m. April 15 

in Morgan Library’s First National 
Bank Gallery. Featuring photographs 
of CSU’s presidents reflecting the 
historical contexts of their tenures, 
the exhibit complements a lecture 
presented by emeritus history 
professor James E. Hansen II. 
Hansen’s lecture, “The History of 
Colorado State University as Seen 
Through the Eyes of Its Presidents,” 
was held at 4:45 p.m. in the Tointon 
Family Gallery on Morgan Library’s 
third floor. James Hansen is the 
author of Democracy’s College in the 
Centennial State: A History of Colorado 
State University and numerous other 
books about CSU and Colorado.

The lecture and exhibit, which 
will run through June in the 
First National Bank Gallery, were 
among several campus-wide events 
celebrating President Penley’s 
inauguration. The inauguration 
ceremony took place on April 22 in 
the Lory Student Center Theatre, 
with a reception following in the 
Lory Student Center Main Ballroom.

President Penley arrived at CSU 
from Arizona State University, where 
he was dean of the W.P. Carey School 
of Business. A graduate of Wake 
Forest University and the University 
of Georgia, Penley has researched 
the skills required of effective 
managers and the relationships 
between organizations and their 
employees. Penley says of CSU: 
“This is a great university, with the 
critical characteristics necessary 
to address the challenges that are 
ahead for higher education and our 
global environment.” 

Morgan Library Offers Practice 
Space for Guide Dogs in Training

Not all students who frequent 
Morgan Library are of 
the two-legged variety. 

This spring, several yellow labs 
congregated each week in Morgan 
Library’s courtyard for their own 
variety of group study.

The dogs and their trainers 
are part of Larimer County’s TLC 
Puppy Raising Club, a local chapter 
of Guide Dogs for the Blind, Inc. 
Guide Dogs for the Blind places 
eight-week-old puppies in the 
homes of volunteer “raisers” who 
use approved training techniques to 
teach the dogs basic obedience and 
to socialize them to the world. 

When the dogs are between 
13 and 18 months old, they return 
to Guide Dogs campuses for five 
months of formal training from 
licensed instructors. Dogs who 
successfully complete this training 
are paired with blind students for 
a month of team work, followed 
by a public graduation ceremony 
in which puppy raisers are invited 

to present the dogs to their new 
partners. 

Grant Reid, professor in CSU’s 
Department of Horticulture and 
Landscape Architecture, and his 
wife, Judy, have previously raised 
two puppies for Guide Dogs for 
the Blind. Their first dog, Ingrid, 
is paired with a blind woman 
in California. Their second dog, 
Missoula, is working with a blind 
man in Washington.

Reid brings his third dog, 
also Ingrid, to Morgan Library’s 
courtyard to practice off-leash 
commands. The enclosed outdoor 
space is ideal for this kind of 
training. The library offers the 
additional advantage of a bustling 
indoor space where Ingrid and the 
other dogs can practice working on 
stairs and among people and other 
distractions.

CSU students Lanijo Kircher and 
Jill Norman and their dogs, Edison 
and Jamboree, regularly join Reid 
and Ingrid. Meeting as a group helps 

the dogs learn to be obedient in 
the presence of other animals. The 
group is sometimes accompanied by 
others from the TLC Puppy Raising 
Club, which currently has about 15 
members.

Reid comments on the benefits of 
puppy raising: “Puppy raisers enjoy 
the process of teaching their dogs to 
be very well behaved companions. 
An additional benefit of raising is 
that the handler may take their dog 
wherever they go. By law a guide 
dog in training, with their special 
green vest on, is allowed access 
to most public and commercial 
buildings. If the dog graduates 
(fewer than 50 percent do) it is very 
rewarding to see it carry out its 
mission helping a visually impaired 
person.”

Reid continues: “Yes, there is a 
down side. The raiser is expected to 
attend regular training sessions and 
to invest a lot of time into teaching 
their dog appropriate behavior. The 
rules are very strict. Perhaps the 
most difficult part of the process is 

giving the dog back after bonding 
with it for over a year.”

Though the dogs are cute and 
friendly, Reid points out that it is 
correct etiquette to ask the handler’s 
permission before petting a guide 
dog in training.

For more information about 
Guide Dogs for the Blind, Inc., visit 
the organization’s Web site at http:
//www.guidedogs.com. 

Members of the TLC Puppy Raising Club and their dogs: (left to right) Lanijo Kircher and Edison, Jill 
Norman and Jamboree, Grant Reid and Ingrid, Susan and Leilani.

Grant Reid rewards Ingrid for a job
well done.

To learn more about

the University’s presidents, 

visit: http://lib.colostate.edu/

archives/presidents/

presidents_index.html

President Larry Penley near photographs of CSU’s past presidents on exhibit at Morgan Library.

http://lib.colostate.edu/archives/presidents/index.html
http://www.guidedogs.com
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positions documents for optimal 
drying and monitors the freezer’s 
temperature, which fluctuates 
when books are added, removed 
or repositioned. Mitchell uses an 
instrument called an Aqua-Boy 
to measure documents’ moisture 
content. When the moisture level 
drops below 15 percent, he removes 
materials from the Wei T’o and 
might place them in a standing book 
press to reduce warping.

“It’s really an art,” Preservation 
Services Coordinator Diane Lunde 
says of Mitchell’s work. “Sam knows 
how to keep it all in balance.”

The Wei T’o at Morgan Library 
has been used to restore State Board 
of Agriculture and Bureau of Land 
Management records, documents 
for social service agencies, sheet 
music collections and, memorably, 
collections of vintage toy instruction 
manuals and Japanese children’s 
books.

Drying of the Virginia Dale Bible 
took place over three months, but 
other documents might require a 
much longer period. Drying time 
depends upon density and wetness 
of the paper. “We once received a 
CSU yearbook,” Lunde says, “that 
took a year to dry.” Drying time 
is also affected by the number 
and kind of documents sharing 
the machine. The Wei T’o can 
accommodate approximately 200 
books. 

The Virginia Dale Church 
building has been reconstructed 
by local architects, builders 
and community members who 
volunteered their services and 
materials. The Bible will not be 
usable because of the charred 
portions that cannot be replaced, 
but after its stay at Morgan Library 
it can safely be displayed in the 
church. 

T’o generally involves a fee for time 
and overhead, the Friends of CSU 
Libraries are donating these services 
to the Virginia Dale congregation.

Invented by a chemist with a 
degree in Library Science, the Wei 
T’o Book Dryer is a 40-cubic-foot 
freezer that relies on sublimation—
the process by which ice is changed 
directly to water vapor—to remove 
moisture from books and papers. 
Freezing prevents mold from 
growing while the materials dry. 
The Wei T’o shares its name with an 
ancient Chinese god said to protect 
books against fire, worms and 
insects, and robbers.

Preservation Services staff 
member Sam Mitchell has operated 
the Wei T’o since it arrived at 
Morgan Library in the 1980s. While 
adjusting fans and airflow, he 

Virginia Dale Bible
continued from front cover

Great Conversation on the Menu 
for Tables of Content Banquet

Mark your calendar to 
attend CSU Libraries’ 
Third Annual Tables 

of Content, a one-of-a-kind event 
that is already becoming a campus 
tradition. Scheduled for 6 p.m. 
Saturday, June 5, the evening will 
bring together experts in various 
fields hosting discussions on topics 
in science and technology, the arts 
and humanities, education, current 
affairs, history and the media.

Fifteen table hosts and host 
couples will facilitate this year’s 
event (see below). Following 
cocktails in Morgan Library’s 
outdoor courtyard, guests will be 
escorted to the West Rotunda for 
a gourmet meal accompanied by 
conversation led by the table host of 
their choice.

Attendees of previous Tables 
of Content banquets describe the 
evening as a “great experience,” “just 
wonderful” and “an event that is 
unique to the Libraries.” One couple 
corresponded with the Libraries: 
“We remain enthusiastic and are 
looking forward to another one.” 

Guests at a previous year’s Tables of 
Content enjoy pre-dinner conversation.

Tables of Content
is open to the public by

reservation. To purchase
tickets, please contact

Susan Hyatt at (970) 491-6823
or by e-mail at

shyatt@manta.colostate.edu.
Event proceeds will benefit

outreach programs
at the Libraries.

Friends of CSU Libraries Gear Up for Summer Events

If you find the long, 
hot days of summer 
blurring together 

midway through the 
season, you’ll want to 
join the Friends of CSU 
Libraries for two one-of-
a-kind events.

On June 24, four-day 
Jeopardy! champion and 
CSU graduate student 
Russ Schumacher will 
speak with Libraries 
Friends about his 
game show experience and will 
host a mock Jeopardy! competition. 
Schumacher’s presentation will 
begin at 5:30 p.m. in Room 203, 
Morgan Library. 

On August 11, CSU Libraries’ 
Preservation Services Coordinator 
Diane Lunde will present a 
workshop to Friends members on 
preserving family documents. The 
workshop will take place in Morgan 
Library’s Room 203 at 5:30 p.m.

Both events are open to members 
of the Libraries’ new Friends 

program, designed to 
involve supporters in 
the Libraries’ outreach 
activities. For an 
annual membership 
donation of $35 or 
more, members enjoy 
invitations to Friends 
events; advance 
invitations to other 
Libraries events, such 
as our annual Tables 
of Content banquet; 
a subscription to 

the Signatures newsletter; and 
a discounted subscription rate 
to Colorado Review, the literary Colorado Review, the literary Colorado Review
magazine published at CSU. 
Members who enroll at the Donor 
level of $100 or more receive an 
attractive brass Morgan Library 
bookmark. Charter members, who 
donate $500 or more, are eligible 
for a personalized message stone 
displayed in Morgan Library.

A committee of Friends members 
is coordinating the upcoming events 
and will help direct future Friends 

Four-day Jeopardy! champion 
and future Friends event host 
Russ Schumacher on the set with
Alex Trebek.

activities. Made up of community 
members, University representatives, 
students and current and former 
Libraries employees, the steering 
committee includes:
• LeMoyne Anderson, retired 

director of Morgan Library
• Linda Berger, community member
• Howard Coopersmith,

community member
• Rachael Hughes, student

employee at Morgan Library
• Guy Kelley, community member
• Jennifer Kutzik, Morgan

Library employee
• Susan Hyatt, CSU Libraries 

Director of Development
To participate in these and 

other Friends activities, or for more 
information, please visit the Friends 
of CSU Libraries Web page, at 
http://lib.colostate.edu/develop/
friends.html. An online registration 
form is available. For information by 
phone, please contact Becky Reeve at 
(970) 491-1833. 

Gale Bernhardt, 2004 U.S. Olympic 
Triathlon coach • Topic: Behind 
the scenes look at Olympic coaching: 
What does the road to the Games look 
like?

Anne Bond, CSU history professor 
and director of the American West 
program in the College of Liberal Arts 
• Topic: Thinking about stuff: Objects 
and the study of the past

John Calderazzo and SueEllen 
Campbell, nature writers and 
CSU English department faculty 
members • Topic: Writing about
the natural world

William Dernell, animal cancer 
researcher and faculty member in the 
College of Veterinary Medicine and 
Biological Sciences • Topic: Cancer in 
pets: The need for research

Warren and Genny Garst, pioneer 
wildlife photographers and principal 
photographers for Mutual of Omaha’s 
Wild Kingdom • Topic: At home in the 
Wild Kingdom

Peter Grossenbacher, expert on Peter Grossenbacher, expert on Peter Grossenbacher
synesthesia, a joining of the senses in 
which one type of stimulation evokes 
the sensation of another • Topic:
The science of synesthesia: A rare 
phenomenon of perception

Wendy Ishii, award-winning 
actress and founder of Bas Bleu 
Theatre Company • Topic: Mission 
impossible – Starting a salon theatre 
on the prairie

Brian Jones, director of The Little Shop 
of Physics, CSU’s popular hands-on 
science program • Topic: Time’s 
arrow: Time, time travel, the existence 
of life and why a week has seven days

Adrienne LeBailly, Director of Public Adrienne LeBailly, Director of Public Adrienne LeBailly
Health for Larimer County  • Topic:
Preparing for the next flu pandemic: 
Mother Nature as bioterrorist

Joshua Mulder, artistic director Joshua Mulder, artistic director Joshua Mulder
for the Great Stupa in Red Feather 
Lakes • Topic: Sacred art and 
architecture: Expressions of wisdom 
and compassion

Matt Renoux, Mountain News 
reporter for 9News Denver • Topic:
Media ethics and the Kobe Bryant case

Holmes Rolston, environmental 
ethicist and winner of the Templeton 
Prize • Topic: Environmental ethics

Tom Sutherland, former hostage in 
Lebanon and frequent speaker on U.S. 
and Middle East politics •
Topic: The U.S. in global affairs

Dan Tyler, Colorado historian and Dan Tyler, Colorado historian and Dan Tyler
biographer of Delph Carpenter, father 
of the Colorado River Compact •
Topic: Delph Carpenter, Western 
water rights and the “culture of 
location”

Robert Ward, director of the 
Colorado Water Resources Research 
Institute and co-founder of the 
Water Resources Archive at CSU 
Libraries • Topic: Colorado’s 
water history and lessons regarding 
“limits”

2004 Tables of Content Hosts and Topics

http://lib.colostate.edu/develop/friends.html
mailto:shyatt@manta.colostate.edu
http://lib.colostate.edu/develop/friends.html
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New Collection Documents 
Local Water History

When Colorado farmer 
Benjamin Eaton diverted 
water from the Cache La 

Poudre River in 1864, he likely did 
not realize he was making history. 
Today, any student or practitioner 
of water law is familiar with the 
system of assigning water rights 
that resulted, in part, from the 
actions of Eaton and others like 
him. Anyone living in the western 
half of the United States is affected 
by that system, known as the 
doctrine of prior appropriation.

A new collection in CSU 
Libraries’ Water Resources Archive 
documents the complex system 
that evolved from early claims on 
Colorado’s water. The collection 
comprises more than 300 maps 
formerly held by the Larimer County 
District Court. Created between 
1884 and 1953, the maps represent 
structures such as canals, ditches, 
reservoirs and wells and were used 
to establish water rights and settle 
water disputes.

Because the Poudre River was 
one of the first in the state to be 

used extensively for irrigation, early 
water users on the Poudre were 
instrumental in shaping Colorado 
water law. Colorado law, in turn, 
has influenced water legislation 
throughout the West.

Before the formation of water 
courts in the mid-twentieth 
century, Colorado’s district courts 
determined priority rights of water 
users and settled disputes over 
water. Chronicling the distribution 
of Poudre water rights, the Larimer 
County District Court maps have 
local, state and national significance.

Project Archivist Rose Laflin 
processed the collection and created 
an online finding aid. Laflin says the 
Libraries were excited to receive the 
collection, calling it a “continuation 
of the legacy” left by early water 
users like Benjamin Eaton.

To view the online finding aid, 
visit http://lts.library.colostate.edu/
water/html/wlcc.html. For more 
information about the Water 
Resources Archive, contact Carmel 
Bush at (970) 491-1835 or by e-mail at 
cbush@manta.colostate.edu. 

The Water Resources 

Archive traveling exhibit has 

appeared recently at events 

throughout the Front Range, 

including a South Platte 

forum in Longmont, a Ditch 

and Reservoir Company 

Alliance convention 

in Greeley, and CSU’s 

Hydrology Days on campus. 

The traveling exhibit will 

visit all parts of Colorado 

to introduce viewers to the 

Libraries’ Water Resources 

Archive. To schedule a visit, 

contact Archivist Patty Rettig 

at (970) 491-1939 or by

e-mail at prettig@

manta.colostate.edu. 

Libraries’ Experience” in Colorado 
Libraries, 30(1).

Bonnie Mueller, Library Tech III: Bonnie Mueller, Library Tech III: Bonnie Mueller
“Bust the Budget Blues” in Colorado 
Libraries, 30(1).

2003 CAL Conference 
Presentations

Dawn Bastian, Nancy Chaffin, 
Diane Lunde, and Tami Morse-
McGill: “Germans from Russia: A 
Web Exhibition,” poster session. 

Mike Culbertson and Sharon 
Morris: “AskColorado Anytime! 
Colorado’s Collaborative Virtual 
Reference Service.” 

Jennifer Kutzik and Dennis 
Ogg : “XML: Is the Truth Out 
There?”

Jennifer Kutzik with Jim Hill 
of the ALA Library Support Staff 
Interest Round Table: “Third 
Congress on Professional Education: 
Focus on Support Staff.”

Patrick McCarthy: “Cognitive 
Coaching: An Essential Element 
of Professional Development for 
Teaching Librarians.” 

Bonnie Mueller with Lynda 
Redman of the Children’s Hospital 
Medical Library: “Bust the Budget 
Blues.” 

Moving day: Morgan Library’s student workers take a breather after loading a 
moving van with most of the 686 boxes of the Colorado Agricultural Archive.

AgNIC is a voluntary alliance of 
the National Agricultural Library, 
land-grant universities and other 
agricultural organizations, in 
cooperation with citizen groups and 
government agencies. To view the 
Wildlife Damage Management Web 
site, visit <http://lib.colostate.edu/
research/agnic/index.html>. 

Publications and 
Presentations

Jennifer Kutzik, General 
Professional II: “A Carousel of 
Progress: Revisiting Disneyland” 
in e-newsletter ALA-APA: Library 
Worklife, March 2004.Worklife, March 2004.Worklife

“Resqme or Resqwe? Making 
Room for Enjoyment in Our Chosen 
Career” in Library Mosaics, 15(2).

Allison Level, Reference 
Librarian, and Cathy Cranston, 
Reference Librarian: “Enticing 
Faculty to Library Instruction 
Workshops” in Academic Exchange 
Quarterly, 7(4).Quarterly, 7(4).Quarterly

Allison Level, Reference 
Librarian, and Sarah Myers, Library 
Tech II: “Creating Internal Web 
Tools for Collection Development” 
in Collection Building, 22(4).Collection Building, 22(4).Collection Building

Diane Lunde, Coordinator of 
Preservation Services: “TLC for 
Your Library Collection” in Colorado 
Libraries, 30(1). 

Tami Morse McGill, Catalog 
Librarian: “Rapid Implementation 
of a Large-scale Test Digitization 
Project: Colorado State University 

Awards and Recognition
CSU Libraries’ Assistive 

Technology Team, composed of 
Lindsey Wess, Janet Rombach, 
Ronnie Guenther, Kathy Bacon,
and Erik Meakins, has received the 
Resources for Disabled Students 
Outstanding Effort Award. The 
annual award recognizes groups 
and individuals who do exceptional 
work on behalf of CSU’s students 
with disabilities. The Libraries 
have a long history of leadership 
in Assistive Technology and 
recently opened four new assistive 
technology labs for users from the 
campus and wider community. 
Cath Kilcommons, Coordinator 
of Assistive Technology Support 
at CSU’s Assistive Technology 
Resource Center, says, “Morgan 
Library has offered the best assistive 
technology access in Colorado for at 
least the last five years.”

Reference Librarian Allison 
Level has collaborated with 
Diana Dwyer and Laurie Paulik 
of the USDA Wildlife Services 
National Wildlife Research Center 
in Fort Collins to launch the 
Agriculture Network Information 
Center (AgNIC) Wildlife Damage 
Management Web site. CSU student 
Kathy Plate helped design and 
construct the site. Wildlife can cause 
damage that affects agricultural 
producers, ranchers, military, air 
travelers and homeowners in a 
variety of ways. The new Web site 
provides information on topics 
of interest to these audiences. 

Colorado Agricultural Archive 
Joins Libraries’ Collections

Complementing CSU Libraries’ Water Resources 
Archive, the Colorado Agricultural Archive is 
the Libraries’ newest archival acquisition.

Established in 1980 through grant funding 
obtained by Dr. James Hansen (see page 2 on Hansen’s 
appearance at Morgan Library), the CAA exists to 
enhance awareness of Colorado’s agrarian heritage. 
Holdings include the records of the CSU Experiment 
Station, Cooperative Extension and more than twenty 
Colorado agricultural organizations.

The Archive arrived at the Libraries from the CSU 
Department of History’s historic Mosman House on 
Oak Street in Fort Collins, where it had been stored 
since 1981. On February 14, Libraries staff moved a total 
of 686 boxes and 12 oversized containers from Mosman 

continued on page 7

House to the Libraries’ Book 
Depository Annex south of campus.

Equipped with a state-of-the-art 
security system and environmental 
controls, the Book Depository Annex 
provides much needed space for 
Archives and Special Collections and 
will allow for expansion.

Archives Assistant Linda Meyer 
is responsible for processing the 
CAA collections and creating finding 
aids to assist users in accessing 
contents. CAA contents will be 
available for research, exhibitions 
and other educational purposes. 
In addition to paper records, the 
Archive contains oral history and 
photographic materials. 

Archive continued from page 6

http://lts.library.colostate.edu/water/html/wlcc.html
http://lib.colostate.edu/research/agnic/index.html
mailto:prettig@manta.colostate.edu
mailto:prettig@manta.colostate.edu
http://lts.library.colostate.edu/water/html/wlcc.html
http://lts.library.colostate.edu/water/html/wlcc.html
mailto:cbush@manta.colostate.edu
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From the Pages of History . . .
The Libraries as Seen Through the Eyes of CSU’s Presidents

Elijah Evan Edwards
(1879-1881)

Evans paved the way for CSU 
Libraries when he walked into his 
office with a Webster’s dictionary 
under his arm, thumped the book 
onto a table and said, “Now we have 
started out library.”

Charles Ingersoll (1881-1891)
In 1889, Ingersoll made expansion 

of the one-room library a campus 
priority, and the library moved into a 
second room shortly afterward.

Alston Ellis (1892-1899)
Ellis was a strong library 

advocate, campaigning for more 
space at an estimated cost of $3,000. 
By the end of his presidency, the 
library boasted 10,056 volumes. 

Barton Aylesworth
(1899-1909)

Aylesworth placed his private 
library, reputedly the strongest 
private collection of modern 
literature in the state, in the library 
for use by advanced students. 
During his tenure, the first 
professional librarian was hired, the 
library moved to the Commercial 
Building and the CAC library 
became a depository for federal 
government publications.

Charles A. Lory (1909-1940)
Lory consistently supported 

improved facilities and increased 
library staff, referring to the library 
as a “source of pride” on campus. 
During his presidency, the library 
took over the entire commercial 
building and eventually moved to 
a new building on the west side 
of the Oval. Lory said of the new 
library: “A vast amount of research 
work can now be done, and much 
better scholarship is expected of the 
students.” 

While serving on a government 
commission in the late 1930s, Lory 
reverted his $2,300 salary to the 
library. The president himself 
discovered the source of a heating 
problem in the new library by 
disassembling one of the heating 
units.

Roy M. Green (1940-1948)
The library celebrated the 

acquisition of its 100,000th volume 
during Green’s administration. 
When Green enticed military 
training programs to campus during 
WWII, the library was a primary 
gathering spot for the 500 soldiers 
who arrived to study engineering. 

Isaac A. Newsom (1948-1949)
During his brief administration 

as acting president, Newsom 
demonstrated concern for the library 
by requesting a comparison of CAC 
library funding to the funding of 
other institutions’ libraries.

William E. Morgan
(1949-1969)

Under William Morgan’s campus 
plan, drafted in 1953, a new library 
was the first building designated for 
construction. When a new building 
finally opened in 1965, it was named 
Morgan Library in recognition 
of President Morgan’s advocacy. 
Morgan Library was one of the first 
buildings constructed away from the 
Oval and was four times the size of 
the library it replaced.

Adrian R. Chamberlain
(1969-1979)

During Chamberlain’s 
administration, the University won 
funding for the addition of a fourth-
floor mezzanine to Morgan Library, 
and CSU Libraries were admitted to 
the Association of Research Libraries 
in 1975.

Ralph E. Christoffersen
(1981-1983)

During Christoffersen’s 
presidency, Morgan Library 
received its first Kurzweil reading 
machine, donated by the Xerox 

Corporation. The Kurzweil reader, 
which translates text into audio for 
visually impaired persons, began the 
Libraries’ commitment to providing 
assistive technology for students 
and community members with 
disabilities.

Philip E. Austin (1984-1989)
Austin’s administration provided 

increases in book budgets, with two 
consecutive years of ten percent 
increases. In 1988, Morgan Library 
established an online catalog.

Albert C. Yates (1990-2003)
Yates supported the “A Promise 

Fulfilled” campaign, which provided 
for expansion and renovation of 
Morgan Library. The expanded 
library is recognized as the physical 
and intellectual heart of campus. 

The library participated in a 1940 parade honoring President Lory upon his retirement.
Photo ©2004 Colorado State University.

The University Libraries 
owe a great deal to the 
presidents who have led the 

institution over the past 125 years. 
CSU presidents have understood 
the University’s need for a strong 
library and have invested time, 
labor and fortune in library 
advancement. 

In honor of President Larry 
Penley’s inauguration and Morgan 
Library’s corresponding lecture and 
exhibit (page 2), step back in time 
to revisit some library highlights 
occurring during each president’s 
administration.

Celebration of the new Morgan Library included the unveiling of a portrait of
President Morgan, the library’s namesake. Photo ©2004 Colorado State University.
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• Poor describes a book 
that is sufficiently worn 
that its only merit is as 
a reading copy. It must 
have complete, legible 
text. Any missing maps 
or plates should be 
noted.

• A Binding Copy is a book 
in which the pages or 
leaves are perfect, but 
the binding is very bad, 
loose, off or nonexistent.
Books used by libraries 

and as book club editions 
must always be noted 
as such, regardless of 
condition. 

Generally, sellers 
will describe the overall 
condition of an item using 
the AB Bookman’s system 
followed by more detailed 
information on specific 
defects. It’s important to 
note the specific defects 
as well as the overall 
condition. 

Besides condition, other 
elements that determine 
the market value of a 
book include: edition, 
provenance, physical 
characteristics such as fine 
bindings or illustrations 
by famous artists, whether 
the book is an important 
work and in demand 
and whether it has the 
original jacket. (A jacket 
may increase the value of 

the book from three to ten 
times or more!)

Specific descriptions 
for defects and collectible 
elements have also been 
standardized to some 
extent. You may wish 
to consult a glossary 
to familiarize yourself 
with the term. Check the 
Common Terms Glossary 
Web site at http:// 
www.usedbookcentral.com 
/glossary.html. 

Because there is a good 
chance that you will be 
making your purchase 
sight unseen, you want 
to be sure to understand 
the terminology. If several 
copies of the same edition 
are available in similar 
condition but at widely 
varying prices, you may 
want to request a photo.

On a final note, once 
you’ve made your purchase 
you will no doubt want 
your book to get the best 
of care. Books should 
be stored in a cool, dry 
environment away from 
direct sunlight. For other 
Dr. Book articles on caring 
for your collection (as 
well as an extended text 
version of this column) see 
the Preservation Services 
Web site at http://
lib.colostate.edu/preserve/
drbook.html. 

Enjoy your old 
favorites! 

Dr. Book, continued from 
back pageFavored Companions

“A good book is the best of friends, the same today and forever.”
– Martin Tupper, essayist

“Be as careful of the books you read, as of the company you keep,
for your habits and character will be as much influenced
by the former as the latter.”

– Paxton Hood, author

Like other favored companions, great books are forever part of 
those who encounter them. In this column, we ask participants 
to name a book or books that have impacted their lives.

Yolanda Penley

Yolanda Sanchez Penley, 
wife of CSU President Larry 
Penley, is an academic 

leader in her own right. Prior to 
the couple’s arrival in Fort Collins 
last year, Yolanda Penley served 
as Associate Dean of Career and 
Technical Programs at Mesa 
Community College in Mesa, 
Arizona, overseeing programs 
such as business and technology, 
fire science, mortuary science and 
nursing. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in business from the 
University of Texas at Austin, 
master’s degrees in business 
and higher education from the 
University of Texas at San Antonio 
and a doctorate in educational 
leadership and policy from Arizona 
State University.

At Colorado State University, 
Yolanda Penley has served on the 
scholarship committee for the CSU 
Women’s Association and will 
co-chair the committee next year. 
She has also served on the selection 
panel for the Fort Collins Coloradoan’s
Leadership and Academic All-Stars 
and as a guest speaker for CSU’s 
Business Day program. She has 
agreed to join the 2005 committee 
for the National Western Scholarship 
Trust’s Citizen of the West 
Scholarship program.

Dr. Penley identifies several 
biographies that have been 
influential to her. In particular, she 

has enjoyed biographies of women 
leaders from various times in history. 
She lists Antonia Fraser’s Mary 
Queen of Scots and Marie Antoinette: 
The Journey and Christopher 
Hibbert’s Queen Victoria: A Personal 
History as notable books. She has 
also enjoyed biographies of Czarina 
Alexandra, Elizabeth I and Catherine 
the Great, comparing their styles 
of leadership in their historical 
contexts to contemporary ideas 
about leadership. In the management 
classes she taught, Dr. Penley used 
stories of these queens as examples 
of leadership that could enrich 
students’ understanding of current 
leadership concepts. Her students 
seemed to enjoy the stories, Dr. 
Penley notes, taking interest in what 
they might otherwise regard as a 
“boring” subject.

In addition to biographies, 
Dr. Penley has enjoyed reading 
historical novels set during the Civil 
War; stories set in the low country 
of South Carolina (Pat Conroy’s 
Beach Music and Prince of Tides are 
favorites); and a variety of mysteries 
by authors such as Patricia Cornwell, 
Elizabeth George, P.D. James, 
Michael Connelly, David Baldacci, 
Tony Hillerman and Andrew 
Greeley. 

The Penleys have been married 
for 26 years and have two grown 
children, Jonathon and Jo Anna. 
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Depending on your answer 
to this question, you could 
spend anywhere from a few 
dollars for a second hand 
paperback in good condition 
to hundreds, even thousands 
of dollars on a copy that has 
collectible value.

If you are considering 
becoming a collector, 
you may want to visit the 
Antiquarian Booksellers’ 
Association of America Web 
site at www.abaa.org. 

The terms you mention 
were proposed by AB 
Bookman’s in 1949 in 

Dear Dr. 
Book,
Dear Dr. Book,
I have been thinking about 
purchasing some of my 
old favorite books and 
have done some online 
searching to find the best 
value. I have seen various 
terms used to describe the 
condition of volumes for 
sale, such as “fine,” “mint,” 
and “good.” What do these 
terms mean in relation 
to the book’s value and 
condition? 
Eager-to-Buy Bibliophile

Dear Eager-to-Buy,
Are you interested 

in becoming a serious 
collector or are you simply 
looking for copies of your 
old favorites to re-read? 

attempt to standardize 
descriptions used by 
booksellers. Currently 
there are more than 7,000 
used book dealers in the 
U.S. offering more than 
100 million used books 
for sale, so it is beneficial 
to understand these 
standardized terms when 
considering which copy best 
suits your needs.
• As New means the book is 

in the same immaculate 
condition as when it was 
published. There can 
be no defects, missing 
pages or library stamps, 
and the dust jacket must 
be perfect. (The term As 
New is preferred over the 
alternative term Mint.)

• Fine approaches the 
condition of As New, 
but without being crisp. 

The book must have no 
defects, and if the jacket 
has a small tear or looks 
worn, this should be 
noted. 

• Very Good describes a 
used book that shows 
small signs of wear 
(but no tears) on either 
binding or paper. Any 
defects must be noted. 

• Good describes the 
average used and worn 
book that has all pages 
or leaves present. Any 
defects must be noted. 

• Fair is a worn book that 
has complete text pages 
but may lack endpapers 
(which must be noted). 
Binding and jacket may 
also be worn. All defects 
must be noted. 

continued on page 11

The Libraries
Fort Collins, Colorado 80523-1019

Now you can donate to CSU Libraries online. Visit https://advancing.colostate.edu/LIB/GIVE 
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