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Wednesday, February 13, 2013  
Griffin Concert Hall, University Center for the Arts

CSU Symphony Orchestra
Wes Kenney, Conductor

Guest Artist: John McGuire, Horn

Dance for Martin’s Dream (1997) 	 Michael Abels (1962-)

Horn Concerto No. 2 (1942) 	 Richard Strauss (1864-1949) 
	 I.	 Allegro
	 II.	 Andante con moto
	 III.	 Rondo: Allegro molto

John McGuire, Horn

Intermission

Death and Transfiguration, Op. 24 (1889) 	 R. Strauss (1864-1949) 

The following is in one continuous movement:

I. Largo. “In a small bare room, dimly lit by a candle stump, a sick man lies on his bed. 
Exhausted by a violent struggle with death, he lies asleep. In the stillness of the room, like 
a portent of impending death, only the quiet ticking of a clock is heard. A melancholy 
smile lights the invalid’s pale face: does he dream of golden childhood as he lingers on the 
border of life?”

II. Allegro molto agitato. “But death grants him little sleep or time for dreams. He shakes 
his prey brutally to begin the battle afresh. The drive to live, the might of death! What a 
terrifying contest! Neither wins the victory and once more silence reigns.”

III. Meno mosso, ma sempre alla breve. “Exhausted from the battle, sleepless, as in a de-
lirium, the sick man now sees his life pass before him, step by step, scene by scene. First 
the rosy dawn of childhood, radiant, innocent; then the boy’s aggressive games, testing, 
building his strength—and so maturing for the battles of manhood, to strive with burn-
ing passion for the highest goals of life: to transfigure all that seems to him most noble, 
giving it still more exalted form—this alone has been the high aim of his whole existence. 
Coldly, scornfully, the world set obstacle upon obstacle in his way. When he believed 
himself near his goal, a thunderous voice cried: ‘Halt!’ But a voice within him still urged 
him on, crying: ‘Make each hindrance a new rung in your upward climb.’ Undaunted 
he followed the exalted quest. Still in his death agony he seeks the unreached goal of his 
ceaseless striving, seeks it, but alas, still in vain. Though it grows closer, clearer, grander, it 
never can be grasped entire or perfected in his soul. The final iron hammerblow of death 
rings out, breaks his earthy frame, and covers his eyes with eternal night.”

IV. Moderato. “But from the endless realms of heavenly space a mighty resonance re-
turns to him bearing what he longed for here below and sought in vain: redemption, 
transfiguration.”

CSU Music Events Season Pass
Enjoy a discount on Department of Music spring 2013 performances with the Music Flex Pass. Receive 
admission to all music events for just $100/adult, and $75/CSU students. With several dozen performances 
this spring, the pass provides tremendous savings over buying Individual tickets. Contact the UCA Ticket 
Office at (970) 491-2787 or in person at the window in the Griffin Lobby.

Meet Me at the UCA
Season “Green” Sponsor

University Inn
Thank you for your continued support

RamCard Plus, a combination of your student ID and First National 
Bank Debit Card is also your library card, rec center card RamCash 
card, Visa Debit Card — everything in one card. 

Visit RamCardPlus.com or the RamCard office (student center).

Upcoming Events
Virtuoso Series: Grooves, CSU Faculty Wesley Ferreira, Clarinet

2/18  •  Organ Recital Hall  •  7:30 pm

Virtuoso Series: Special Guest Charles Snead, Horn 
2/19  •  Organ Recital Hall  •  7:30 pm

Symphonic Band Concert 
with CSU faculty Wesley Ferreira, Clarinet & Copper Ferreira, Clarinet

2/21  •  Griffin Concert Hall  •  7:30 pm

Wind Ensemble Concert
2/22  •  Griffin Concert Hall  •  7:30 pm

Virtuoso Series: CSU Faculty Steven Marx, Trumpet & the CSU Faculty Brass Quintet
2/25  •  Organ Recital Hall  •  7:30 pm

Virtuoso Series: An Evening of Piano Duets
New CSU Faculty Ilya Sinaisky & Special Guest Natasha Kislenko

2/26  •  Organ Recital Hall  •  7:30 pm

CSU Jazz Ensembles High School Invitational
2/27 •  Griffin Concert Hall  •  7:30 pm



PROGRAM NOTES

Dance for Martin’s Dream
Dance for Martin’s Dream is described as “a joyful piece honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.” 
King, a leader in the U.S. Civil Rights movement, left a legacy that moved the country closer to his dreams of 
a transfigured world.

The work was premiered by the Nashville Symphony Orchestra in 1997. In the composition, composer Mi-
chael Abels opens with a solemn, elegiac chorale that segues to a jubilant rhythmic tribute incorporating sev-
eral uniquely American styles. These include bluegrass, funk, and beatboxing. Abels, who celebrates his own 
African-American heritage, stated in a NewMusicBox article, “I wrote it that way because I thought, ‘My life 
has been so greatly positively affected by the civil rights struggle. I’m just walking in the wake of all these really 
powerful grand people’…so through my work to date the impact of my ethnicity has been one of expressing 
the joy of progress more than the struggle. And who knows if in ten years whether that would be true or not, 
but that’s what I’ve done so far.” 

A composer, arranger, and teacher, Michael Abels studied composition at the University of Southern Califor-
nia and West African Music at the California Institute for the Arts. His works have been commissioned by 
esteemed organizations such as the National Symphony Orchestra and the Los Angeles Opera and both pro-
fessional and amateur groups have performed his music throughout the United States. He currently is Music 
Director at the New Roads School in California, teaching music technology.

Horn Concerto No. 2
Richard Strauss is considered one of the most influential composers in the development of late Romantic 
era horn music. The addition of valves to the instrument in the early nineteenth century had solved certain 
technical impossibilities by increasing the number of notes that a hornist could play. This allowed for the in-
strument’s movement from back of the orchestra-supporting player to front of house soloist. Strauss’s father 
Franz was principal horn player in Munich’s Bavarian Court Orchestra, providing the young composer a great 
deal of early exposure to the instrument. This allowed him to visualize the capabilities of the horn as a solo 
instrument.

Strauss wrote two horn concertos. His First Concerto, op. 11, was composed between 1882 and 1883 when he 
was nineteen. It is written in a style that some have characterized as “almost Mendelssohnian.” While Strauss’s 
father may have been privately pleased with his son’s work, he never performed it, as he deemed it too dif-
ficult. The concerto you will hear tonight, Concerto No. 2, was written some sixty years later, toward the end 
of Strauss’s career. The world had changed and so had Strauss’s music. During and after World War II, the 
composer produced some of his most deep and refined works. The mastery and craftsmanship that he reached 
with his later compositions, like this Concerto in E Flat Major, are a testament to the stylistic evolution of a 
mature artist in the fullness of his abilities. The Second Concerto was finished in 1942 when Strauss was 78 
years old. It was premiered in 1943 by Gottfried von Freiberg with the Vienna Philharmonic. The orchestra 
still presented regular concerts in spite of the fact (or perhaps as a remedy to the fact) that the city that was 
regularly subjected to air raids from Allied forces. The war was a difficult time for Strauss. He struggled to 
balance his association with the German State with his discomfort of the Nazi regime’s ideals. In spite of the 
events going on around him, the transparent style of this concerto comes across as an intimate chamber music 
work with the horn line blending homogenously with the orchestral texture. Its three movements harken back 
to a Classical elegance representative of a time that Strauss viewed as more worthy of the German legacy.

Friends of the UCA connects you to students and faculty who inspire, teach, and heal at Colorado State. Thank you to our patrons and 
alumni for their generosity. Note: The names featured here are those of our supporters from July 1, 2011-February 1, 2013. List will be updated soon. Thank you for your patience. 

Individuals (* = deceased) 
Mr. Leonard R. and Mrs. Jane F. Abels 
Mr. Douglas E. and Mrs. Karolyn I. Aldrich 
Ms. Stephanie M. Alexander 
Ms. Retha L. Alongi 
Ms. Norma L. Andersen 
Mr. Brandon A. Anderson 
Mr. Edward D. and Mrs. Carol C. Anderson 
Mr. Grant A. Anderson 
Mr. Mason B. and Mrs. Meg Anderson 
Mr. Paul L. and Mrs. Melisse T. Anderson 
Mr. Ivan B. Andrade and Ms. Tonya R. Dunn 
Anonymous Donors FY2012 
Anonymous Donors FY2013 
Mr. Matthew R. Aronson and Mr. Paul E. Giberson 
Mrs. Toni Atkinson 
Ms. Jane P. Babcock 
Mr. Adam and Mrs. Jennifer Bailey 
Mr. John W. and Mrs. Kelly L. Bailey 
Mrs. Mary L. Bailey 
Mr. Jack E. and Mrs. Lori F. Baker 
Mrs. Laura C. Baker 
Mr. Robert L. and Mrs. Diane L. Bakken 
Mrs. Kathleen K. Banister 
Dr. T. Lynwood Barber 
Mr. Steve Barnes 
Mr. Bart and Mrs. Beth Bartholomew 
Mr. Selby S. and Mrs. Linda E. Batty 
Mr. Henry A., III and Mrs. Betty A. Bauer 
Ms. Cleo L. Bauer-Papagni 
Dr. Donald Y., M.D. and Mrs. Donna W. Beard 
Ms. Tiffany Beckham 
Dr. Nasrin Begum 
Dr. Laurence A. and Dr. Carol J. Belfiore 
Ms. Rebecca E. Belk 
Mr. Brian A. and Mrs. Kimberly K. Bell 
Ms. Linda G. Bell 
Ms. Heather M. Bellotti 
LTC Richard L. and Mrs. Jean M. Belt 
Mrs. Agnes M. Benedict 
Mr. John J. and Mrs. Kathleen A. Bennett 
Mr. Kevin Bergschneider 
Mr. Gary E. and Mrs. Mary F. Birdsell 
Ms. Marilyn Bistline 
Dr. LaVon F. Blaesi, Ph.D. 
Mr. John W., Jr. and Mrs. Anne C. Blair 
Mr. Joseph B. Blake 
Ms. Marilyn J. Bodwell and Ms. Deanna R. Doty 
Mr. Dennis and Mrs. Carolyn Bookstaber 
Mr. Terry D. Boucher 
Dr. James W. Boyd, Sr. and Dr. Sue E. Charlton 
Dr. Robert E., III and Mrs. Sally S. Braddy 
Dr. Norman D. Brammer* 
Mrs. Katie M. Brayden 
Dr. F. Jay Breidt, Ph.D. 
Mr. Kevin N. and Dr. Kimberly D. Brewster, D.V.M. 
Mr. Roy and Mrs. Lavena C. Broeren 
Mr. Brian D. and Mrs. Joann L. Brooks 
Mr. Jeff and Mrs. Diane Brooks 
Mr. Kent A. and Mrs. Julie D. Brown 
Mr. Nathan L. and Mrs. Britt G. Brown 
Mr. Norman L. Brown* 
The Honorable Robert and Ms. Jeanie Brown 
Mr. Ronald E. Brown 
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Marnia Brownell 
Mr. Kenneth G. and Mrs. Bernice D. Bueche 
Mr. John R., Jr. and Mrs. Eve M. Bugarin 
Mr. Leslie A. Burch 
Dr. Carl R. and Mrs. Jill C. Burgchardt 
Mrs. Patricia A. Burge 
Ms. Nancy K. Burnham 
Mr. Bryan and Mrs. Natalie B. Burningham 
Dr. Morris U. and Mrs. Frances J. Burns 
Mr. James K. Burrell and Ms. Katherine Marquardt 
Dr. Stephen E. and Mrs. JoAnne Z. Busch 
Mr. Martin J. and Mrs. Beverly J. Byrne 
Mrs. Vicki A. Cabaniss 
Ms. Betty Cabb 
Mr. Kenneth L. and Mrs. Carolyn W.* Callaway 
Mr. Stuart R. and Mrs. Mary E. Campbell 
Ms. Carrie E. Care 
Mr. Bryan J. and Mrs. Dana L. Carney 
Dr. Cory D., M.D. and Mrs. Michelle T. Carroll 
Mr. Javier Castillo 
Mr. Robert N.* and Mrs. Barbara S. Cavarra 
Ms. Margaret R. Cech 
Ms. Constance A. Chau 
Mrs. Joyce N. M. Chesnut 
Ms. Alexandria V. Christy 
Ms. Jennifer Clary 
Mr. Denzil T. and Mrs. Ellamary Clifton 
Mr. Jonathan A. Clifton 
Ms. Marilyn E. Cockburn 
Mr. Arthur A. and Mrs. Theresa A. Cole 
Mr. John and Mrs. Nina Coleman 
Ms. Vanessa Conway 
Mrs. Janet M. Cook 
Ms. Roberta H. Cook 
Mr. Philip N. and Mrs. Leslie L. Cooper 
Mrs. Esther T. Cornell 
Mr. William A. and Mrs. Victoria G. Cotton 
Ms. Brook Coulter 
Mrs. Kathleen Coyle 
Dr. Loren W. Crabtree, Ph.D. 
Dr. David A. and Mrs. Edna D. Crocker 
Mr. Robert D. Cromwell 
Ms. Betty S. Cromwell-Hatch* 
Mr. Jonathan A. Cross 
Ms. Carole M. Cruson 
Mr. Thomas L. and Ms. Deborah M. Culbertson 
Mr. Michael E. and Mrs. Shirley J. Culp 
Dr. Robert S. Custer 
Mr. James B. Dailey* 
Mrs. Jeanette P. Dansereau 
Mr. Ronald J. and Mrs. Cynthia A. David 
Mr. Donald K. and Mrs. Carrie L. Davis 
Dr. William B., Ph.D. and Mrs. Carol N. Davis 
Mr. Brinton S., Jr. and Mrs. Carolyn B. Deighton 
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Susan Deines 
Mr. William L. Dell 
Dr. C. George, D.V.M. and Mrs. Ruth H.* Dewell 
Mrs. Lucille M. Dickens* 
Mr. Wendel H. Diebel* 
Mr. Nicholas L. and Mrs. Audrie J. Diel 
Mr. Thomas A. and Mrs. Pamela J. Diessner 
Mr. David L. and Mrs. Patricia A. Dietemann 
Dr. Kirk and Ms. Virginia Dignum 
Mr. Jeremy W. Dillon 
Mrs. Denise R. Dobson 
Mr. David N. and Dr. Edna M. Donar, Ph.D. 
Mrs. Sherrill Downey 
Mr. James H. Doyle 
Ms. Jana L. Doyle 
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Jill Dubler 
Mrs. Patsy J. Dyekman 
Ms. Berniece L. Echols* 
Ms. Amelia E. Elacqua 

Dr. C. Michael and Ms. Elizabeth T. Elliott 
Ms. Janet Emmanuel 
Ms. Tatiana D. Engelmann-Corp 
Mr. Leonard W. and Mrs. Susan L. Epstein 
Mr. David A. and Mrs. Susan F. Erickson 
Mr. Larry Eustachy 
Mr. Todd Evans 
Dr. John and Dr. Barbara Everett 
Ms. Laura J. Fagan 
Ms. Joanne Fallert 
Ms. Patricia L. Fashing 
Mr. Roger T. and Mrs. Patricia C. Felton 
Mr. Harry L. and Mrs. Phyllis Ferguson 
Dr. William W., D.D.S. and Mrs. Ellen F.* Ferguson 
Mr. Brooke D. Finkenbinder 
Dr. Javier and Mrs. Karin Fischer 
Mr. Rolland J. Fischer and Ms. Betty J. Wall 
Ms. Talia L. Fischer 
Mr. Wayne A. Fish 
Mr. Joseph R. and Mrs. Jennifer A. Fisher 
Mr. Wayne A. and Mrs. Susan* Fithian 
Dr. Gregory L. and Dr. Tracy H. Florant 
Dr. Robert W. Folbrecht, D.C. and Ms. Joyce A. Durol 
Mr. John V. and Mrs. Katherine E. Fontana 
Mr. Henry J. Fordyce 
Mrs. Caren M. Fox 
Mrs. Jean A. Fox 
Mr. Michael W. Foxhoven 
Ms. Janet E. Franco 
Dr. James K., Ph.D. and Mrs. Wendy W. Franzen 
Mrs. Brenda Frauenhoff 
Mr. Raymon C. and Mrs. Karin A. French 
Dr. Richard S. Frey 
Ms. Amber M. Frickey 
Ms. Kelly S. Frisby 
Ms. Margaret B. Frohberg 
Mr. Timothy E. and Mrs. Susan E. Fuchtman 
Ms. Beth A. Gaede 
Dr. Carol J. Gamble, D.V.M. 
Ms. Frances Garth 
Mrs. Melinda M. Gartrell 
The Reverend Robert A. and Mrs. D. June Geller 
Mr. Mark L. and Mrs. Patricia K. Gembarowski 
Mr. Allan L. Gennis 
Mrs. Kerri L. George 
Dr. Johannes and Mrs. Seraina Gessler 
Dr. Bruce L. and Dr. Helen M. Gibbons 
Ms. Louise E. Giebel 
Ms. Amy S. Giertz 
Dr. Ann M. Gill, Ph.D. 
Mr. Christopher J. Gilmore and Ms. Shelly K. Stern-
Gilmore 
Mr. Rick C. and Mrs. Dee A. Gilmore 
Mr. Robert P. and Mrs. Patricia E. Godwin 
Mr. Stewart V. and Mrs. Sheron A. Golden 
Mr. Maurice V. and Mrs. Mary Goode 
Mr. David A. Goodman 
Mr. J. Edward Goodman 
Dr. James R. and Mrs. Evalynn R. Goodman 
Ms. LaVada Goranson 
Mr. Michael J. Gordon and Ms. Jennifer L. Jones 
Mr. Keith E. and Mrs. Carol L. Gorsuch 
Mr. Donn E. Graham 
Mr. John C. and Mrs. Ginger L. Graham 
Mr. Melvin L. Grant 
Professors K. Dawn and David Grapes 
Ms. Molly A. Gray 
Mr. Robert K. and Mrs. Helen M. Gray 
Dr. Charles A., M.D. and Mrs. Madeline M. Greeb 
Mr. Robert E. and Mrs. Kristy A. Greene 
Dr. William J., Sr. and Mrs. Jean S. Griswold 
Mr. Thomas C. and Mrs. Jean P. Grove 
Mr. Bret Guetz 
Ms. Caryl J. Guinn 
Mr. Eric E. Gullett 
Mr. Dennis W. Hagele 
Ms. Carol A. Hail 
Mr. David Hake 
COL H. E., USAF (RET) and Mrs. Carol K. Halac 
Mr. Gene C. and Mrs. Kathryn L. Hamilton 
Mr. Ralph E. and Mrs. Linda T. Hamn 
Mr. Milan V. and Mrs. Kathryn A. Hanson 
Mr. Robert T. and Mrs. Marlene N. Hardcastle 
Mr. James K. and Mrs. Dianne H. Harper 
Mr. Dwight L.* and Mrs. Grace K. Harris 
Ms. Jackie L. Harris 
Mr. Larry E. and Ms. Deborah K. Harris 
Mr. Rodney C. Harris and Ms. Jane Slusarski-Harris 
Mr. William L. and Mrs. Karen L. Hart 
Ms. Nora L. Hastings 
Mr. Steven W. Hawley 
Mr. Richard P. Hays 
Mr. William R. Henderson 
Ms. Linda J. Henry 
Mr. John G. Hermanson 
Mr. Morrison L. and Ms. Marilyn R. Heth 
Mr. Douglas M. Highfield 
Mr. Thomas W. Hilbert 
Dr. John C. and Mrs. Gail V. Hill 
Ms. Nancy R. Hill 
Mr. Richard T. Hill 
Mr. Winston and Mrs. Carolyn Hill 
Mr. Timothy D. and Ms. Jennifer C. Hinerman 
Ms. Fan L. Hing 
Ms. Linda L. Hinshaw 
Mr. Gary E. and Mrs. Carol A. Hixon 
Dr. Robert W. Hoffert 
Ms. Kim L. Hoke 
Mrs. Diane Holbert 
Ms. Mary Ellen Holmes 
Mr. James L. and Mrs. Deborah C. Homan 
Mr. Oliver J. Homan 
Mr. David R. Hopkins 
Mr. Daniel A. and Ms. Hope M. Hosier 
Mrs. Juanita L. Howard 
Mr. Ming Tang Huang and Ms. Lisa K. Woolhiser 
Mr. Brian R. and Mrs. Randine A. Hughes 
Mr. George E. Huner 
Mrs. Coralie O. Hunter 
Mrs. Karen J. Hutchison 
Mrs. Frances A. Ingram, LOTR 
Mrs. Peggy J. Ingram 
Mrs. Camille L. Irvin 
Dr. Douglas N. and Mrs. Wendy A. Ishii 
Professor Koichi Ishiyama 
Dr. James R. and Mrs. Brenda L. Jackson 
Mr. Kenneth W. and Mrs. Bonnie S. Jacobi 
Mr. Rami F. Jalal 
Mrs. Catherine C. Janonis 
Ms. D. Shela Jennings 
Mr. Charles J. and Mrs. Sharon A. Jensen 
Mr. Frank E. Jensen 
Mr. Ren and Mrs. Sharon E. Jensen 
Mr. John C. Jernigan 
Mr. George A. Jibilian 
Dr. Frederick A. and Mrs. Antonia E. Johnson 
Dr. James J., Ph.D. and Mrs. Sharon A. Johnson 

Dr. Russell L., Ph.D. and Mrs. Vicki M. Johnson 
Mr. P. Scott Johnston and Ms. Ann K. Yanagi 
Ms. Abigail B. Jones 
Mrs. Celeste M. Jones 
Ms. Dana L. Jones 
Mr. James C., III and Mrs. Eileen G. Jones 
Mr. Michael D. and Mrs. Jeanne M. Jones 
The Reverend Phillip A. Jones 
Mr. Thomas C. and Mrs. Patricia A. Jones 
Mr. Walton L. Jones 
Dr. Pierre Y. and Dr. Helga Julien 
Ms. Tracy Jurgen 
Mrs. Alyce M. Kaehler 
Mr. Dennis N. and Mrs. Deborah R. Kaleel 
Mr. Leo R. and Mrs. Mary Lou Kallinger 
Ms. Sue E. Kandel 
Ms. Adeline K. Kano 
Ms. Barbara C. Kansteiner 
Dr. John C., Ph.D. and Mrs. Julie A. Karbula 
Mr. Kaspar A. Keil 
Mr. James H. and Mrs. JoAnn F. Kelly 
Dr. Robert B. and Mrs. Mary V. Kelman 
Mr. William A. and Mrs. Sarah L. Kempsell 
Ms. Charlotte Kendrick 
Professor Wes Kenney 
Mr. Allen G. and Mrs. Dana M. Kettle 
Ms. Sarah H. Kiefhaber 
Mrs. Melanie A. Kilgore 
Dr. James Kim 
Mr. Harvey G., Jr. and Mrs. Yolanda J. Kimray 
Mr. Randy A. and Mrs. Kimberly M. Kinder 
Ms. Julie A. King 
Dr. Michael J. and Dr. Rachel Kirby 
Mr. John J., Jr. and Mrs. Ramona J. Kissock 
Ms. Janelle Klapperich 
Mr. Gary R. Klein 
Ms. Julie R. Klein 
Mrs. Jeannine A. Kline 
Mr. David P. Knight* 
Ms. Michelle R. Knight 
Mr. Thomas P. and Mrs. Jahanna M. Knight 
Mr. Christopher Koziol and Ms. Katherine E. Woods 
Mr. Oliver J. and Mrs. Renee F. Krahn 
Mr. Robert A. and Mrs. Lisa G. Kreutz 
Dr. Harry F. Krueckeberg 
Mr. Curtis F. and Mrs. Nancy H. Kruger 
Ms. Cynthia Krumholz 
Ms. Beverly A. Kurtz 
Mr. Vernon J. LaBau 
Mrs. Margaret A. Lannan 
Mr. Richard K. Lantz and Ms. I. Cristal Martinez 
Mr. Chad V. Lavin 
Mr. George M. Lawrence and Ms. Judith A. Auer 
Ms. Julie A. Lechtanski 
Dr. Peter, D.V.M. and Mrs. Jane L. Lederer 
Ms. Soonmi Lee 
Ms. Russelle J. Leggett 
Dr. Robert G. Leisure 
Ms. Cassandra L. Lewis 
Ms. Veronica L. Lim 
Dr. H. Martin Limbird 
Mr. Jack Lin and Ms. Caroline Wang 
Mr. Jack L. and Mrs. Veronica L. Lindeman 
Mrs. Katherine A. Lindgren 
Dr. David H. and Mrs. Peggy W. Lindstrom 
Dr. Arthur T. and Mrs. Sheri L. Linnell 
Ms. Rikke M. Liska 
Mr. Ben Loeffler 
Dr. James W. and Mrs. Patricia L. Long 
Dr. Kelly A. Long 
Mr. Patrick R. Loomis 
Mr. Perry and Mrs. Christine Lorenz 
Dr. Michael Losonsky and Dr. Jane E. Kneller, Ph.D. 
Mr. Vernon L. and Mrs. Nancy L. Lowrey 
Mr. Gregory N. and Mrs. Kimberly Luft 
Mr. Richard A. Lugo 
Mrs. Mary L. Lynch 
Mr. Ronald J. Lynch 
Ms. Liv N. Lyons 
Mrs. Mary W. Lyons 
Mr. Charles B. Mabarak 
Ms. Sharlene P. Maestas-Barker 
Dr. Joseph A., Ph.D. and Mrs. Andrea H. Maga 
Mr. Steven A. Magill 
Mrs. Mary A. Mahony 
Mrs. Tonya C. Malik-Carson 
Mr. Lawrence and Mrs. Susan Maloney 
Mr. Eugene A. Markley 
Mrs. Beverly F. Martin 
Dr. Donald H., Ph.D. and Dr. Dorothy H. Martin, Ed.D. 
Dr. Robert P., Ph.D. and Mrs. Lois L. Martin 
Mr. Joe C. Massey, Jr. 
Mrs. Dorothy K. Mattern 
Mr. Edgar L. and Mrs. Joni J. Maycumber 
Mr. Eric and Mrs. Kimberly K. Mbadinga-Nzamba 
Mr. Gordon E. McClintock 
Mr. Kurt D. and Mrs. Susan C. McCracken 
Mr. Gerald P. and Mrs. Rosemarie McDermott 
Mr. James R. McDonald* 
Ms. Lois E. McDonald 
Mr. Stuart McDonald 
Mr. James F. McElwain 
Mrs. Karen F. McGuire 
Mrs. Loene B. McIntyre 
Mrs. Mary L. McKean 
Mr. Timothy J. and Mrs. Rosanna M. McKeown 
Ms. Marcia G. McLean 
Mr. Rich and Mrs. Pam McNamara 
Mr. Donald L. and Mrs. Patricia J. McNutt 
Mr. Niko Medved 
Dr. F. Gilbert, III, M.D. and Mrs. Margareth M. Merrill 
Ms. Sondra S. Metcalf 
Dr. Hermann* and Dr. M. Marti Gantenbein Meyer 
Mrs. Julia M. Michels 
Dr. Paul W., Jr., Ph.D. and Mrs. Roberta R. Mielke 
Mr. Joseph J. and Mrs. Anne Marie T. Mikoni 
Dr. Anita J. Miller, EdD 
Mr. Brian C. and Mrs. Kimberly O. Miller 
Mr. Mike and Mrs. Tamara T. Miller 
Mrs. Eileen E. Miyoshi 
Ms. Judith A. Mohr 
Mr. Doug and Mrs. Stacy Montgomery 
Mr. Michael P. and Mrs. Sandra L. Moore 
Dr. Hubert J. and Mrs. Chula J. Morel-Seytoux 
Mr. Michael D. and Mrs. Marjorie J. Morgan 
Mr. David W. and Mrs. Sarah D. Morrison 
Mr. Michael J. Morrison 
Mr. Carl W. and Mrs. Deborah K. Morrow 
Mr. Timothy R. Moser 
Mr. Michael D. and Mrs. Barbara J. Moshier 
Ms. Cynthia A. Mousel 
Mr. Royce A. Muchmore and Ms. Amy F. Moran 
Mr. Harry W. Mueller, III and Ms. Susan Brand 
Ms. Cecily H. Mui 
Mr. Brian R. and Mrs. Treva N. Muirhead 
Dr. Vincent G., Ph.D. and Mrs. Kathleen P.* Murphy 
Mr. John P. and Mrs. Dorcas M. Murray 

Mr. John C. and Mrs. Nancy E. Naughten 
Ms. Barbara Neal 
Mr. David F. Nelson 
Ms. Deborah J. Nelson 
Mr. Ben W. Nesbitt 
Ms. Valerie S. Newman 
Mr. Christian J. Newton 
Mr. Christopher J. Nicholas 
Mr. Frank H., Jr. and Ms. Patricia C. Nichols 
Mrs. Tracey Nichols 
Dr. Robert F. and Mrs. Ellen R. Nisbett 
Dr. Kenneth C. and Mrs. Hazel M. Nobe 
Dr. Howard O. and Mrs. Sonia A. Nornes 
Dr. Robert W. Norrdin, D.V.M., Ph.D. 
Mr. John R. and Mrs. Marlene M. Nortier 
Mr. Michael D. and Mrs. Shirley B. Nosler 
Ms. Suzanne Nowak 
Mr. Neal F. and Dr. Cheryl F. Nuwash 
Mr. John and Mrs. Karen M. Nystrom 
Ms. Caroline O’Brien 
Ms. Edrie A. O’Brien 
Ms. Joan M. O’Connor 
Mr. Robert A., III and Mrs. Mavis C. O’Connor 
Mr. James N. and Mrs. Susan J. O’Grady 
Dr. Garrett J. O’Keefe and Ms. Jane Viste 
Dr. Margaret E. O’Rourke, D.V.M. 
Ms. Ruth E. Oakes 
Mr. Ed Oberholtzer 
Mr. Michael D. and Mrs. Diane W. Oliberos 
Mrs. Leanne J. Olson 
Mr. Robert J. and Mrs. Linda L. Osmundson 
Mrs. Megan E. Ostendorf 
Ms. Karen R. Ostermiller 
Dr. Donald A., Sr., D.V.M. and Mrs. Jo Ann Ostwald 
Mr. Kenneth V. Ovrebo 
Mrs. Edith B. Owens 
Dr. Philip L. and Mrs. Linda J. Painter 
Mr. Louis K. Pappas, Jr. 
Dr. Stephen and Mrs. Elsie Paranka 
Mr. Donald K. Park, II 
Mr. Charles F., Jr. and Mrs. Emilia M. Parker 
Ms. Joan H. Patmore 
Mr. Kirk D. and Mrs. Michelle L. Pearson 
Mr. John H. and Mrs. Corinne Peck 
Mr. Graham Peers and Ms. Jennifer Kovecses 
Mr. Dean Pelton and Ms. Julane L. Hutton 
Mr. Arthur E. and Dr. Anita A. Pena 
Ms. Dedeann Pendleton and Ms. Heather Helm 
Ms. Erin M. Pepmeyer 
Ms. Melissa M. Perea 
Mr. Leonard Perry, Jr. 
Mr. Corry J. Petersen 
Mr. Anthony D. and Mrs. Kathleen A. Phifer 
Mrs. Marian F. Pike 
Mr. Loren L. and Mrs. Patricia Pinkerman 
Mr. Steven H. and Mrs. Nancy Pohlman 
Mr. Marc D. Pomeroy 
Mr. Eric L. and Mrs. Ingrid v. Porter 
Ms. Ruth L. Potter 
Ms. Sarah B. Pratt 
Dr. Eric and Mrs. Mary E. Prince 
Mr. R. David and Mrs. Glenda S. Prosser 
Mr. George A. and Mrs. Lynne Purcelley 
Mr. Lynn M. Pustelnik and Ms. Annette M. Mueller 
Dr.Todd and Mrs. Kelin D. Queen 
Ms. Marcia L. Ragonetti 
Ms. Alisa A. Ralph 
Dr. Charles L. and Mrs. Frances R. Ralph 
Ms. Paula Ralph 
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Tod und Verklärung (Death and Transfiguration), op. 24
Richard Strauss’s Tod und Verklärung (Death and Transfiguration), op. 24 is the work of a 25-year old musical 
genius at a crossroads in music history. Strauss’s tone poems, one movement orchestral pieces that each con-
veyed a unique story, might be described as the pinnacle of nineteenth century German romanticism. With 
their lush orchestrations, heroic characters, and extended harmonies, they contain all the aesthetic themes 
and stylistic elements expected from a young man who had been heralded as the successor to Wagner. Twenty 
years later, Strauss would attempt to move beyond the confines of the nineteenth century, offering up a mod-
ernist realism in the operas Salome and Elektra that combined established Straussian orchestral writing and 
nods toward Wagner with shocking subject matter and moments of tonal dissolution.

Tod und Verklärung was written while Strauss was working in Munich as a young conductor in 1889. In fact, 
he conducted the 1890 Eisenach premiere himself. The piece depicts the final moments of an old man strug-
gling with death as visions of happier times haunt his thoughts. It was common during this time period, and 
still is today, for composers to write music based on a literary work. However, the poem that accompanied 
the first edition of Tod und Verklärung was written by Alexander Ritter (1833-1896) at the request of Strauss. 
It was based on the composer’s description of his own program for the already completed score. As you read 
the four poetic verses and listen to the music, it is not difficult to hear the portrayal of reminiscence, angst, 
resignation, and redemption that define the four sections of Strauss’ tone poem.

At its core, Strauss’ composition places death as the only means by which a soul, previously encumbered by 
human wretchedness and chained to an earthly existence, can achieve a state of eternal bliss. In other words, 
this ultimate transfiguration is one hinted at throughout life, but never completely realized until after death. 
Strauss revisited this concept again at the end of his career in his Vier Letzte Lieder (Last Four Songs) of 1948 
for voice and orchestra as the soprano asks in her final statement, “Could this perchance be death?” Tellingly, 
her question is accompanied by the transfiguration theme from Tod und Verklärung. Perhaps some sort of 
premonition inspired this quotation, for Strauss soon discovered the answer for himself. He died on Septem-
ber 8, 1949 at age 85 at his home in Germany.

Separated by more than a hundred years and a vast geographical distance, Tod und Verklärung and Dance 
for Martin’s Dream have more in common than may be evident on the surface. In Strauss’s tone poem, the 
protagonist yearns for happier times as he struggles with death. Abels’ work celebrates a man who dared to 
dream of a better existence for all souls, especially those oppressed in this life by racism, ignorance and fear. 
Regardless of age, heritage, or circumstance, dreams of transfiguration seem to link humanity.
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Performers Biographies

Dr. John McGuire has a vast array of performance and teaching 

experiences. He has performed with many orchestras around the country, 

most notably the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, the Dallas Opera, the Fort 

Worth Symphony, the New World Symphony in Miami, FL, the Civic Or-

chestra of Chicago, the Illinois Symphony Orchestra, and the Florida West 

Coast Symphony. 

As a soloist he was awarded the title “Yamaha Young Artist,” has been a 

finalist in the American Horn Competition, won several regional solo com-

petitions and has appeared as a guest artist at many workshops, festivals and 

schools across the United States. With several world-premiere performances 

to his credit, John is a passionate proponent for the creation of new solo horn 

literature as well as a sought-after contemporary music performer. 

Prior to serving on the faculty of CSU, John served as Adjunct Instructor 

of Horn at the University of Alabama, Mississippi State University, Appalachian State University, Texas Wom-

en’s University, the Music Institute of Chicago, and Florida A&M University. In addition, John maintained a 

private studio of over fifty students in the Dallas/Fort Worth area public school systems for many years where 

he was also a prominent clinician and adjudicator. Today, many of John’s former students have moved into 

successful careers as music educators in reputable school systems and have attained positions as orchestral 

performers in premier ensembles such as the Detroit Symphony Orchestra. 

John received his DMA and BM in Music Performance from the University of Alabama, his MM in Per-

formance from Florida State University, and a Performer’s Certificate from the Chicago College of Performing 

Arts at Roosevelt University in Chicago. His major professors were Charles “Skip” Snead, William Capps and 

Dale Clevenger.

Wes Kenney is celebrating his tenth year as Professor of Music and Director 
of Orchestras at Colorado State University. He conducts the CSU Symphony and 
Chamber Orchestra as well as CSU Opera productions and teaches graduate 
conducting. Mr. Kenney has led the orchestra to many new milestones, including 
first ever at CSU performances of Mahler symphonies No. 1 and 5, two Strauss tone 
poems, and next year the Bartok Concerto for Orchestra. 

Mr. Kenney is also currently in his tenth season as Music Director of the fully 
professional Fort Collins Symphony.  In the summer of 2004 he was named to an 
additional post of Music Director of Opera Fort Collins helping that organization 
establish a full season of three productions a season. Mr. Kenney was named the 

2009 Outstanding Teacher by the Colorado American String Teachers Association. He was also awarded the 
Grand Prize in the Summer 2007 Varna (Bulgaria) International Conducting Competition.  He traveled back 
to Bulgaria in March 2008 for concerts in Vidin and to conduct La Traviata in Stara Zagora.  

Mr. Kenney is a frequent guest conductor of professional and educational ensembles. He has appeared 
with orchestras both nationally and internationally including Europe and Asia. He has also given orchestra 
clinics in all corners of Colorado as well as being sought after for sessions at the Colorado Music Educators 
Association Conference. He is a former president of the Conductors Guild and serves currently on their 
advisory board. 

Applied Faculty
Violin

Ron Francois
Leslie Stewart

Viola
Margaret Miller

Cello
Barbara Thiem

Bass
Forest Greenough

Flute
Michelle Stanley

Oboe
Gary Moody

Organ
Joel Bacon

Clarinet 
Wesley Ferreira

Bassoon
Gary Moody

Horn
John McGuire

Trumpet
Steven Marx

Saxophone
Peter Sommer

Trombone
Greg Harper

Tuba
Robert Brewer

Percussion
Eric Hollenbeck

Harp
Rachel Ellins

Piano
Janet Landreth

Silvana Santinelli
Ilya Sinaisky


