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PROJECT OVERVIEW

NEXT STEPS

This project aims to work with livestock producers across Colorado to 

assess the state of current data collection practices (what data are 

currently collected and how that information is tracked) so we can identify 

important data gaps and new avenues for appropriate data collection 

strategies. The project will engage extension agents around the state to 

help build community awareness of the importance and accessibility of 

good record keeping. 

The intern gained subject area expertise in beef cattle ranching operations 

related to animal performance and ranching practices in Colorado. The 

intern traveled around the state and met with livestock producers and CSU 

Extension agents.

GOALS
• Assist cattle ranchers across Colorado in improving record keeping 

practices

• Learn about the current methods, benefits, challenges, and usability of 

production records for Ranchers across the state 

• Prepare ranches for CPW record keeping requirements for wolf 

depredations

• Engage extension agents  to create a program that supports and builds 

a culture of data management and use in production decisions

APPLICATION
My research focus is on community economic development with a focus on 

rural communities. This internship offered an opportunity to engage with 

various ranch communities around Colorado and to learn about the needs 

and challenges unique to each region and each operation. 

Going forward, this project will bridge both extension and analysis. I believe 

both are essential to sustainable development and am grateful to have 

been exposed to this in the Colorado economy.

EXPERIENCE 
• Visited ranches and met virtually with producers 

• Discussed current methods of record keeping and data management

• Researched existing data options, utilizing research at K-State

• Met with extension agents and discussed project and program future

• Learned red books and stats most important to production success

Moving forward, this project will focus on extension engagement. We will 

have an initial interest meeting in the coming weeks where our team will 

sit down with extension agents and interested ranchers to learn what kind 

of support is needed to help improve record keeping practices and 

knowledge sharing between communities. We intend to build community 

groups by extension region; range management and calving schedules 

vary throughout the state depending on environment. 

Our long-term goal is to create a holistic approach to production records 

that allows ranchers to seamlessly integrate data collection and analysis 

into ranch management. We believe that production records are a key 

component of success but are committed to building out a program that 

considers cost and environmental factors that contribute to ranch 

success. 
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MOCK Of RANCH #0004 DATA

Ranch #0004 has been regularly affected by the wolf presence in the 

area. We worked together to digitize pertinent records for CPW, but 

the ranch has several more years of data and data points to transfer 

into excel. It was interesting to see the difference between hand 

written record practices and that of software-based enterprises. 

CHALLENGES

• Timing: most ranchers are too busy for such a project during calving 

and haying season 

• Feasibility: We worked throughout the summer to mold the 

expectations of the research project to fit the needs and availability 

of affected communities 
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