


Panel 1: Colorado’s Conservation and 
Environmental Review Tool

Moderator: Rick Schneider, Director, Nebraska Natural 
Heritage Program

Panelists: Eliza Hines, Nebraska Field Supervisor, US Fish 
and Wildlife Service
Brooke Stansbury, Fish and Wildlife Biologist, 
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Tyler Johnson, Regional Botanist, USDA Forest 
Service Region 2 
David Klute, Species Conservation Supervisor, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Matt Schulz, Forest Management Coordinator, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
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Purpose of the CERT

Expedite environmental reviews 

Primary means to submit projects for

environmental review.  NGPC & USFWS

Facilitate planning for conservation

Query data layers, make maps, generate

conservation planning report

Aid in SWAP implementation



Tool Development

ESRI ArcGIS



User Levels

Public – Registration not needed. Map access

Customer – Registration needed.  Submit projects for review

Partner –Access to precise location Heritage data

Reviewer –Access to all projects submitted for review

Administrator – Make changes to site

























Environmental Review

NESCA ESA



















Conservation Planning



















https://cert.outdoornebraska.gov/
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The Colorado State 

Wildlife Action 

Plan: 

How to use the 

Environmental 

Review Tool for 

Implementation



Use of SWAP

• For all partners

• Consciously use the SWAP to direct 

activities

• Many elements of the SWAP are spatial in 

nature

• Use of the environmental review tool 

could assist in consideration of SWAP 

priorities



Species of Greatest Conservation 

Need

• Tier 1 – 55 species

• Tier 2 – 104 species

• Aquatic and Terrestrial

• Variety of data qualities

– Specific locations

– Modeled locations

– Habitat maps



Tier 1 

Species of 

Greatest 

Conservation 

Need







Spatial Data in the SWAP



Aquatic Priority Watersheds



Revised CHAT for SGCN



Climate Change Vulnerability



SWAP Mapped Data

• Aquatic condition

• Landscape integrity

• Wetland/riparian impact

• Terrestrial habitat conditions

• Others



Data Sharing Considerations



Data Sharing Considerations

• Statutory limitations – private lands

• Data sensitivity – species locations

• Synchronization with other processes –

e.g., HB 1298 and COGCC rule-making

• Workload and consistency

• Other agencies may be similar



Data Sharing Considerations

• The Environmental Review Tool provides 

safeguards to address many of these 

concerns

• These concerns are not roadblocks, but 

they are hurdles which we will need to 

consider and work through



Stewardship Planning

Stewardship Plans

1. Information Gathering

• Existing data & local knowledge

2. Resource Inventory and Condition Analysis

• Vegetation

• Wildlife

• Noxious Weeds

• Geology/Soils/Hydrology

• Cultural/Paleo

3. Comprehensive Stewardship Plan

• Significant Features and Sensitivity Zoning

• Resource Objectives & Actions

• Monitoring Plans

• Management Prescriptions



Environmental/Cultural 

Review

for Development Projects

• Review of all ground-disturbing projects on State 
Parks to ensure proper consultation path. 

• GIS analysis  - project footprint overlaid with fine 
scale mapping of species habitat and location data

• Project locations adjusted to avoid species or, if 
adjustment is not possible, consultation/permits 
necessary to carry out the project.













Brandon Marette, CWB® –

NE Region Energy Liaison and Land Use Coordinator

• Each of CPW’s four regions has an energy liaison and land use 

coordinator.  

• Energy Liaison’s

• Weekly review of proposed energy (O&G, wind, solar) 

projects. 

• Coordinate with appropriate wildlife officers and 

biologists.

• Meet with applicants to discuss avoiding sensitive habitats 

and time frames (e.g., breeding seasons).



Brandon Marette, CWB® –

NE Region Energy Liaison and Land Use Coordinator

• Land Use Coordinator’s

• For projects that cross CPW’s areas or regions, this 

person coordinates CPW’s response.











Habitat/Veg
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Lunch (12:00-1:00)

Next: Panel 2: Natural Climate Solutions: Benefits for 

Nature and People

WIFI: 

Network name (SSID): “csu-guest” 

Once connected:  open a web browser and you should be 

prompted to accept the CSU Acceptable Usage Policy to go 

online.







Species A Species B

Activity 1 Text 6 Text 8

Activity 2 Text 9



Environmental Review Workflow

Project location

+

Species layers

Habitat questions

Conservation conditions

Staff consultation





3 Possible Outcomes for Overall Results

No Effect  (good to go)

More Information Needed

May Affect  (consultation required)
















