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| TEMPLETON PRIZE

For Progress Toward Research or Discoveries about Spivitual Realities
including research in love, creativity, purpose, infinity,

intelligence, thanksgiving and prayer

The Templeton Prize is the leading religion prize and among the world's largest monetary awards.
Announced each spring at the Church Center for the United Nations in New York City, the prize is
awarded to a living individual who has shown extraordinary oniginality in research or discoveries to
advance understanding of God and spintual realities. Recent winners include Freeman Dyson, Arthur
Peacocke, Sir John Polkinghorne and Holmes Rolston III. The Duke of Edinburgh presents the award
at a private ceremony at Buckingham Palace. The monetary value of the Templeton Prize is always
set to exceed the Nobels to underscore Templeton's belief that benefits from advances in spiritual

discoveries can be quantifiably more vast than those from other worthy human endeavors.

OPPOSITE PAGE: (Left) Rev. Dr. John C. Polkinghome accepting the 2002 Templeton Prize from The Duke of Edinburgh at Buckingham FPalace
as Dr. John M. Templeton, Jr., looks on. (Center) Dr. Holmes Rolston IIT with Sir Joehn Templeton. (Right) The Duke of Edinburgh presents
the 2004 Templeton Prize to Dr. George F.R. Ellis at Buckingham Palace, 5th May 200&. Photo credit: Templeton Prize/Clifford Shirley.



ears ago, Alfred Nobel endowed a series of now
famous and generous prizes for breakthroughs in
fields like physics, chemistry, medicine, litera-
ture and even peace. Nobel did not, however,
endow a prize for religion, no doubt because he
believed that no breakthrough in religion
would merit such a prize.

Sir John Templeton challenged the belief
that there could not be breakthroughs or
progress in religion in 1973 when he creared
the Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion,
awarded annually to “a living individual who
has shown extraordinary originality in research
or discoveries to advance understanding of God
and spiritual realities.” The Prize, now much
more than $1 million, is funded to provide
recipients with greater financial rewards than
does the Nobel. The first person the foundation
recognized for the pursuit of spiritual knowledge
was Mother Teresa.

“I am fascinated by the quality of the candi-
dates nominated for the Templeton Prize,” says
Dr. Bruno Guiderdoni, director of research at
the Institute of Astrophysics of the Centre
Mational de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS)
in Paris and one of several judges of the
Templeton Prize. “We see people come in from
very different horizons with very different
achievements in their lives. It’s the only prize
in the world that allows these people to be a
part of the great ideas that are going to influ-
ence this particular century.”

“The prize'’s interdisciplinary nature”,
Guiderdoni notes, “is its greatest strength.”

“One of the problems we face in the disci-
plines is that the astronomers give the awards
to the astronomers, or the preachers give the
awards to the preachers. It seems thar, in order
to solve the problems, we need new ideas,” he

said. “All of these people standing at the cross-
roads of the streams of science—the Templeton
Prize gives them visibility they wouldn't have
otherwise.”

The prize celebrates endeavors that lead to
spiritual insights that increase humanity’s pre-
cious store of spiritual information. Just as we
value and expecrt a steady increase in our
knowledge of medicine and technology, we
must come to value and expect new spiritual
insights and celebrate those thinkers that lead
us to these insights.

Through the centuries, many charities have
focused on education, healing and helping the
poor. Sir John prefers to “encourage the con-
cept that resources and manpower are needed
to accelerate progress in spiritual discoveries,
which can help humans learn vastly more about
divinity. The Prize is intended to help people
see the infinity of the universal spirit still creat-
ing the galaxies and all living things and the
variety of ways in which the creator is revealing
himself to different people. Progress is needed
in spiritual discovery as in all other dimensions
of human experience and endeavor. Progress in
religion needs to be accelerated as rapidly as
progress in other disciplines. It is hoped that
there will result from this enterprise expanded
spiritual awareness on the part of humankind, a
wider understanding of the purpose of life,
heightened quality of devotion and love, and a
greater emphasis on the kind of research and
discovery that brings human perceptions more
into concert with the divine will. ”

Everyone is welcome to submit nominations
tor the prize, which are then passed on to a
panel of judges drawn from the major religions
of the world. The judges consider the nomi-



“T want to take very seriously both physical science and faith, my orthodox trinitarian faith.
The two don't answer each other’s questions, but the way they answer their own questions
has to fit together. Broadly speaking, they do.”

The Rev. John Polkinghorne

nees’ contributions to progress made either help endow a chair in religion and science at his
during the year prior to their nominartion selection alma mater, Davidson College in North Carolina.
or during their entire career. Contributions are “] think some work has to be done to make the
evaluated in terms of their creativity, freshness, prize well-known on a worldwide scale,”
innovation and effectiveness. Guiderdoni said. “Because of the quality of people
As the years have passed, nominees have grown who win the prize, slowly bur steadily the prize is
more diverse in both background and vision. going to be known as much as the Nobel Prize is
Dr. Baruch Blumberg, distinguished scientist at known in science, literature or peace.”
Fox Cancer Center and a Templeton Prize judge, More important than the prize's financial cache
says he admired prize recipients long before he or academic acclaim, though, is the synergy of
became involved in the process. ideas it creates.
“It was given primarily to scientists who had a lot *We need to encourage interdisciplinary
of 'lllz;ight and who wrote about religious topics and approaches. We need new ideas. We need con-
how science related to religion,” Blumberg said. The structive engagement of ideas,” Guiderdoni said.
maost recent round of nominees “was more inclusive “It's very interesting to see, in the achievements of
and the applicants reflected that, too.” these people, what the big questions of humankind
After such a rich history, the foundation is now actually offer for the furure.”
looking for ways to alert an ever-widening segment Winners of the Templeton Prize for Progress
of the academic community to the opportunities Toward Research or Discoveries about Spirimﬂl
the prize affords. Holmes Rolston 111, for example, Realities include:

used the entire prize money he won in 2003

> George F.R. Ellis (2004)

“Our cosmology must be able to take account of the magnificent gestures
of humanity, and the perceived beauty of the world around. It needs a
warmer understanding than is provided by physical cosmology on its own.”

Dr. George Ellis is Professor of Applied Mathemartics at the University of Cape Town and has
been a visiting lecturer in cosmology, physics and astronomy across the globe, including South
Africa, England, Germany, Canada, Iraly and the United States. He received his Ph.D. in
Applied Maths and Theoretical Physics from St. John's College at Cambridge, is a fellow of the
Rovyal Society of South Africa, and was President of the International Society of Relativity and
Gravitation. Dr. Ellis is coauthor of On the Moval Nature of the Universe: Theology, Cosmology,
and Ethics with fellow Foundation Advisor Nancey Murphy, and has collaborated with Stephen
Hawking on a number of publications, including The Large Scale Structure of Space Time.



= Holmes Rolston 1l (2003)

“Facing the new millennium, the four principal, interrelated challenges are:
war and peace, population, development, and environment. Science alone
doesn't teach us what we most need to know about any of the four.”

[r. Holmes Rolston taught us that there is such a thing as environmental ethics.
He started in 1975 with the publication of “Is There an Ecological Echic?” in the
journal Ethics. It was a new question then, without a clear answer. It is an old
question now and the answer has been “yes” for many years, a testimony to the
power of the argument he advanced. Nature, Rolston argued, is a sacred gift and
must be valued as such. “I've been lucky that my own personal agenda, figuring
nature out, has during my liferime turned out to be the world agenda,” he says,
“figuring out the human place on the planet.”

= John C. Polkinghorne (2002)

“I can explain to my scientific friends that I have motivations for my
religious beliefs, just like motivations for my scientific beliefs.”

Rev. Dr. John C. Polkinghorne taught us that religious belief need not be based on
blind faith bur rather on solid evidence. Calling himself a “bottom-up” thinker, this
mathematical physicist made important contributions to the field of elementary
particles before becoming an Anglican priest. He was selected as a Fellow of the Royal
Society in 1974 and knighted by Queen Elizabeth 11 in 1997. Polkinghorne is now the
most widely read scholar in the field of science and religion. His Gifford lectures,
published as The Faith of a Physicist, shine the light of science on traditional
Christianity and find much there to celebrate and affirm.

= jan Barbour (1999)

a5

The goal of science is understanding lawful relations among natural
phenomena. Religion is a way of life within a larger framework of meaning.”

With the 1965 publication of Issues in Science and Religion, lan Barbour began the long
process of teaching the world that the interaction of science and religion was a
respectable academic pursuit. Barbour literally created the field of science and religion
as we know it today. A physicist who also holds a divinity degree from Yale University,
Dr. Barbour is Winifred and Atherton Bean Professor Emeritus of Science, Technology
and Society at Carleton College. His work considers theological implications of
scientific events and phenomena.






