
PROJECT INTRODUCTION DATA COLLECTION and METHODS

WHAT YOU LEARNED

NEXT STEPS

▪ Provide ranch level exposure to a wide variety of management and
marketing systems

▪ Learn the process of obtaining, analyzing, and evaluating ranch financial
and performance information

▪ Create a case study ranch for use in explaining the program and
demonstrating results.
▪ Theo R. Ethical Ranch

▪ Data utilized was previously collected from previous T.R.A.C. Analysis  
(6) ranches from various areas  across Eastern Colorado.

▪ Data dates ranged from 2018-2020 
▪ Data was anonymized and averaged for each category on T.R.A.C. 

Reports.

▪ Market prices for the various fictitious inventory items was pulled from 
auction and retail sites to obtain realistic values.

▪ Timeline data was generated based on typical management of Colorado 
rangeland ranches. 

.A few key things We learned during my T.R.A.C. internship were:

▪ Proper record-keeping and transforming data into knowledge for 
better decision making are a key component in ranch management

▪ Hidden non-cash expenses such as cattle and equipment depreciation 
can significantly affect cow costs and future ranch profitability

▪ Differing philosophy behind cow/calf ranch management and herd 
health goals

▪ Subsidies and alternative income play a big role in many ranches’ 
overall profitability

▪ Our hope is that through the creation of a case study example,
producers will be able to better understand the T.R.A.C. process, the
information required, and the benefits of participating in the T.R.A.C
program.

▪ Future case studies can be created using this process to represent
various enterprises beyond cow calf for future potential marketing,
education, and research endeavors.

RESULTS

INTERNSHIP GOALS

HOW DOES THIS APPLY TO YOUR 
EDUCATION

T.R.A.C. provided us with a great opportunity to apply our classroom

education around herd health and managment while additionally

enhancing our understanding of beef cattle ranching in Colorado. We

both have a strong interest in beef cattle medicine, and this opportunity

was a great way for us to learn more about ways we, as future

veterinarians, can be an even greater asset to our future clients’ team.

This internship applies to my education in the following ways:

▪ Career exploration and ability to apply knowledge from the classroom 
to real-world experience 

▪ Gain field experience and increase marketability by building my 
resume 

TOTAL RANCH ANALYSIS COLORADO (T.R.A.C.): Theo R. Ethical Case Study 
Example Analysis

Barrington, R.1, Shannon, E.1, GARRY, F..2, MOONEY, D.1, AND R. RHOADES1

1COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES, 2COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE AND BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

College of Agricultural Sciences

Total Ranch Analysis for Colorado (T.R.A.C.) was developed as a statewide

collaborative partnership in extension program involving campus faculty,

extension personnel, cattlemen’s associations, and beef producers. Participant

ranches are provided an in-depth financial, production, and management analysis

of the ranch, using a standardized methodology. T.R.A.C. team members make on-

site ranch visits to meet with producers, listen to their unique successes and

challenges, and collect an array of production and financial data. Data collected is

analyzed to determine critical production, financial and integrated measures. A

customized report is given to the ranch which provides a unique opportunity to

identify areas to reduce cost of production and improve production and marketing

efficiency. The long-term goal is to improve ranch family livelihoods through a

dedicated partnership around continual analysis and integration of animal-, human-

, and resource-oriented program pillars. Key metrics and benchmarks developed

through T.R.A.C. will strengthen producer and educator knowledge of production

and financial targets and increase the value of cow-calf management

recommendations in Colorado.

.Key Results:
▪ In 2020, Theo R. Etical Ranches had a net income of -$14,804.34

▪ Annual cow cost was $1073.40

▪ Cost to produce a CWT of weaned calf was $202.67

Table 1 - Cow calf enterprise data 

Table 2 - Cow cost breakdown Figure 1 - Production timeline


