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Since I have been an artists and photographer I have learned more than I 

could have imagined. I started out being interested in photography when I was a 

kid and asked my father if I could barrow his camera to take pictures on family 

vacations. From that point on, I found myself taking pictures all the time. When I 

was about half way through high school I got my first DSLR camera. Once I got this 

camera, I was taking the camera everywhere with me and taking pictures of 

everything around me. I didn’t really take any art classes in high school but I always 

continued to do art and drawing on the side because I had an interest.  

 Once I got to college I didn’t go right into art starting off but I knew something 

was wrong with my major. After the first semester, I decided I was going to be a 

photographer. My first photography class was just amazing. I had never done any 

dark room work before or even worked with film. I was really interested in black 

and white silver gelatin prints. From this I started using a medium format and a 

large format camera. I was so please with the results from the large format view 

camera I went out a purchased a view camera.  

This view camera allowed me to capture some of the most devastating 

damage from the floods. At the time I was in the Army National Guard and got 

mobilized for a major state emergency; the Colorado floods of 2013. What I saw 

from the floods was death and loss of the most personal positions that have been 

around for decades and even centuries. I went out with my view camera to 

photograph the after math of what people had lost in the floods. This was personal 



connection to me because I was so close with these people in my work. One 

memory I recall is there was this lonely piano standing in what seemed to be 

reminisce of a house and in fact it was. I started photographing the house and the 

owner showed up to collect most of her belongings. She told me this used to be a 

house that had been passed down from her great grandparents and everyone in 

her family grew up in this house. Now, she was left with nothing except this intact 

piano. I learned from this, photography can capture some of the most beautiful this 

and some of the most heart breaking things.  

After working with analog technology for a while, I got into digital capturing. 

Since I was interested in capturing landscapes and the outdoors, I wanted to 

continue with that. One of my major modern influences was Mitch Dobrowner. 

Mitch is a contemporary landscape photographer that photographs major 

meteorological occurrences and unique rock formations. This sparked an idea to 

travel from Colorado to Arizona. Along the way, I photographed in many national 

parks and Indian reservations. This was interesting because on the Indian 

reservations, I had to hire a guide to take me to some of the most remarkable places 

in the South West. I had to be taken in highly modified vehicles and squeeze though 

the tightest canyons to capture the right shots. I was on an expedition to capture 

light on surface and use different techniques that I have never used before. The 

South West is very dusty and keeping clean equipment is essential. I found that 

some of my pictures had dust on the sensor, which resulted in white pixels in some 

of the photos. This was a valuable lesson because I couldn’t use the photographs.  

Continuing on with nature and landscape, I also wanted to create panoramas with 

the pictures I had taken on my trip and expand those with photos in Colorado. I 

started taking panoramas of cloud formations and cityscapes. These were amazing 



because the pictures had to be stitched together seamlessly to form a large long 

image. Since I was taking large images and using them to compose a larger image, 

I detail was just remarkable. Even though I was taking mostly landscapes with not 

a lot of conceptual background, I wanted to switch gears and try something else. 

Considering I am in the military, I really wanted to do a project that is really 

close to me and what I do in the military to show people what is like and what we 

go through. At first, I was bringing my camera to work and taking photos of 

everything that I did at work. Some of these things were taking pictures of soldiers 

shooting machine guns or taking photos when we would get transported in aircraft 

to locations around the state. I thought this would be interesting but I wanted this 

project to get more personal. Today, we are still at war in the Middle East and 

hundreds of thousands of soldiers had deployed, seen combat and have come back 

with both mental and physical injuries. I was thinking I could interview soldiers in 

my unit of their experience in the military.  The interview would be a biographical 

interview of when they entered the military, why and till they no longer were in the 

military. The varieties of the subjects were from most branches of the military, 

different ages, male and female, officers and enlisted and operated in different U.S. 

conflicts. Along with the interview, I wanted to get a better look into what is like in 

a combat environment and see photos that I veteran took overseas. Somehow I 

had to incorporate my photography skills into this project and thought I could get 

a present day photo of them to show a photo of them deployed and a photo of how 

they are today. The results where astonishing, in that these veterans are lucky to 

be alive today from what they went through. Some of them still continue to battle 

Post Traumatic Stress, physical injuries, and losing some of their closest friends. In 



the photos I took, you can see the pain and agony still in these soldiers today even 

though some of them have not seen war for more than fifty years.  

At the time I had been in the military for almost 5 years and knew how the 

military worked and thought this could be a great way to be able to pull out more 

information of these veterans. Since I recorded the interview I thought it would be 

a great idea to incorporate the audio in the exhibition show because it would bring 

the views much closer to the pieces of art. The viewers would be able to hear each 

of these individuals speak in front of them and would add an emotional aspect to 

the pieces of art in the gallery.  

I still continue to pursue art outside the academic environment in that I 

worked as a commercial photographer for a ski resort, taking portraits of people 

on their vacation and conducting private shoots in the mountains. I have also been 

doing extensive research on older forms of photography and alternative methods 

because it would increase my knowledge and skill as a photographer and artist. 

Wet-plate Collodion has been an interest of mine because it was the first form of 

photography to make numerous prints from one image. This idea is still being used 

to day with film and an enlarger. Being able to take a picture and go into the dark 

room to watch the development come through on to a piece of metal or glass is 

just exciting to watch. To have something physical that I made with my hands and 

to watch it develop in each step is something that most people won’t understand.  

 



Echoes of Combat 

Brian Ballou 

 

For me, the military is a journey through a unique culture with its own way of 

doing business with its own language and traditions. It is also very social but with a 

hard mission to defend this nation. The photographs in this exhibition are both very 

personal and public. They are about veterans who have deployed and returned 

with memories; some very disturbing and troubling. In some cases there is a sense 

of humanity lost to varying degrees. This exhibit shares their story. 

As a member of the National Guard I am around veterans who never really talk 

about their time in the war zone. I was concerned how I might breach the subject; 

to capture their thoughts and memories without triggering an adverse reaction. 

This project proved to be unlike any other I’ve ever worked on. 

The response from my subjects was unexpected and remarkable. It became 

their opportunity to say what the media never published. They opened their doors 

for me then they opened their hearts. And they shared their experience through 

their own photographs taken overseas. Then, I took their photograph. Our 

interview bridged the time between their deployment and today. It was tough duty 

and it changed all of them. For me this was an amazing journey and, for them, it 

was an opportunity to let go of some burdens. It is my wish that this exhibit give 

“thank you for your service” new meaning. 



 

 Title Media Original Format 

Figure 1: BMCS Shepherd, #7589 Inkjet Print Photography, 34x35 

Figure 2: CPL Colby, #E320 Inkjet Print Photography, 34x35 

Figure 3: CW2 Davidson, #6753 Inkjet Print Photography, 34x35 

Figure 4: LCDR Wisman, #C529 Inkjet Print Photography, 34x35 

Figure 5: MgST Smith, #C40E Inkjet Print Photography, 34x35 

Figure 6: MSG Cary, #8895 Inkjet Print Photography, 34x35 

Figure 7: SFC Lowery, #D8A2 Inkjet Print Photography, 34x35 

Figure 8: SGT Bettger, #C472 Inkjet Print Photography, 34x35 

Figure 9: SGT Harrington, #CEFD Inkjet Print Photography, 34x35 

Figure 10: SGT Pappas, #CE09 Inkjet Print Photography, 34x35 

Figure 11: SGT Vasquez, #CCA3 Inkjet Print Photography, 34x35 

 



Figure 1: BMCS Shepherd, #7589. 



Figure 2: CPL Colby, #E320. 



Figure 3: CW2 Davidson, #6753. 



Figure 4: LCDR Wisman, #C529. 



Figure 5: MgST Smith, #C40E. 



Figure 6: MSG Cary, #8895. 



Figure 7: SFC Lowery, #D8A2. 



Figure 8: SGT Be ger, #C472. 



Figure 9: SGT Harrington, #CEFD. 



Figure 10: SGT Pappas, #CE09. 



Figure 11: SGT Vasquez, #CCA3. 
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