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Chapter I 

INTRODUCTION 
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In the southvvestern part of the United States 

there are several commun i ties com.posed chiefly of 

Spanish-sneaking people . The majo r ity of these peo~le 

are "descendants- of t he or i ginal conquerors of New 

Mexico , vvi th some admi xture of later S-oanish imrni .c,;r ants , 

of other outside blood , and of an occas i onal newc:)Iner 

from Old Mexico 11 
( 37) r 

In these communities , cultural remnants of 

Old Soain are st i l l evident . They were established on 

patterns broug~1t from Spain and have remained in ·,artial 

isolati on from other cul t ures . Some knovlled •~ e of the 

new terrain and techniaues for making a living; in the 

new country were borroued from the native Indians . The 

influence of the Indian cul t ure i s seen today in the 

mud - plastered houses , in the foods and crops , in the 

methods of farming and in the irrigat ing technology of 

the Spani sh-.Alnerican . 

The early Spanish Colonists blended the knmvl ­

ed~e obtained from the indi~enous peooles with their 

own , e..t the same tiLe hold in-; fast to the lan ·ua. ·e , 

traditions , reli~ion and superstitions of Snain . Out 



of this combination came the nev, product--S-oanisb.­

American culture . 

oince the late 1500 1 s, when the first 1:niite 

settlements ,.vere established in the Southwest ( 25 ), 

1i 

the forefathers of the Spanish-Americans haa. lived there 

relatively undisturbed by outside cultures . 1/i th the 

coming of the An~lo-Arrrericans from the eastern States 

at the beginnin,~ of the nineteenth century , the conflict 

of cultures be~an . 

The obvious cultural differences between the 

Suanish- Americans and the Anglo - Americans vrnre dissin:i­

lari ties in lanP;UaG;es , reli{:,ions and institutions . 

l\,~ore important but less well knmvn vvere the different 

outlooks on life of the two neonles. (45). T~e clash 

het'Heen the Latin , Romanized culture of Snain and the 

1: orth Eurouean , 'I'eutoni c cul tu:!:e , brou~ht a consenuent 

stru :,gle over problems v'rhic'n e.re still evident . 

In contrast to "Lhe Spanish l an ·;ua ;e , catholic 

reli~ion , mission system, paternal type of government 

and aP;;ricul tural economy , the An-~lo - Arnericans brou:;ht 

wi th them the Eno;lish language , Protestan t reli·;ion, 

democratic form of ,;overnment and industrial economy . 

All this was nev-r and diff'ere i t to the Spanish- Americans, 

and because it Has so foreisn to them thev found it 

more convenient to wi thdrav,r frort the .An-:jlo - l1:r.1erican 

society into their own . The Spanish-.Araericans v-rere 
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unwilling to 1~i ve un their cultural heritage and uere 

unable to understand the .An~ltJ- .American culture. As a 

conseauence, they have had to strug-;le through circup,_­

stances with which they find it difficult to cope . They 

have continued to isolate themselves in small communities 

where they find security and comfort in old natterns of 

living. Circumstances, hmvever , are forcing them from 

the old SDanish culture into the .An~lo- Am.erican culture. 

rrhe chanp;e is brin~ing many difficult i es . 

The nroblem 

The majority of Spanish- Americans remains 

unassimilated and faced with distinct social , economic 

and educational disadvantap-es , although a small Dronor­

tion has made a successful adjustment to the Ani;:;lo ­

American culture. 

With the above facts i n mind , the writer se­

lected the tmvn of San Luis, Col orado for snecial study 

of the Spanish- American culture and of the processes of 

adantation whi ch result in a new un ified culture. 

Be caus e an understanding of the back~rounds of a com­

munity is necessary b efore one attempts to offer a 

solution for it s nroblems , the 1irri ter has ou clined 

briefly sone origins of the difficulties related to this 

problen . 

? roblen anA l ysis 

Hhat are the social and cultural characteris-

__ __j 



tics of the Spanish -speaking people of San Luis and 

how do these affect adjustment in the comrnuni ty? 

To understand the characteristics of the 

Spanish-speaking people of San Luis and the effects on 

community adjustment, answers to the following questions 

were necessary. 

1. What is the nationality background and 

nativity status? 

2. V'i/ha t language is mos t freq_uently spoken? 

3. What are the educational levels? 

4. ½11at are the religious affiliations? 

5. What is the p.-:ir ticips. tion in social 

organizations? 

6. What are the means of making a living? 

7. What is the political participation? 

8. What is the socio-econmnic status? 

Definitions 

Some te1°us a re defi::1ed below so that the reader 

may ge t a more co,u1)rehensive understanding of the sense 

in which they \Yere used in the study. 

1. Spanish-American : a citizen of the United 

States whose ancestors were Spanish, or whose ancestors 

came with t:ne early Spanish settlers to establish homes 

within t:'le territory v1hi ch late1., became par t of the 

United States. 

2. Spanish-speal-;:ing peo;,le: I'foxicans, :Mexican­

A1,1er icans, Spanish or S,x-mish-Americans whose 1 anguage 



oac~;:grounc. is S_pa.nisl1. 

J. t:Iixed f ami l i es : f amilies 'i''lhere only one 

of t he parents is Spanish- Asnerican. 

4. I.1exican: any citizen of the Republic of 

Mexico, regar dle ss of ancenstry or pres ent residence. 

5- LIIexican-Arnerican : an individual whose an­

cestry is .. lexican but who was born in the United Sta tes 

or rrho becari1e a citizen by naturalization. 

6. Anglo-American: a person whose ancestors 

were North European, but nob r..eces sarily English. 

7. Southwest: the a rea in t he United States 

whi ch includes western Texas, New Mexico, southern 

Colorado, Arizona and southern California . 

8. Culture: the sum total of the cumulative 

processes, products and aci1ievernents of any _people in­

cluding those characteri stics which are transnitted 

t:n.rough individuals mid institutions to succeeding genera­

tions (29). 

9. Social: the col l ective aspect of human re­

lationships. 

1 0 . lfative : any person born within a country 

or of )arents who were citizens of that country at the 

ti!,1e of his birth. 

11. Civilization: a special stage and level of 

culture at a given period of time. 

12. Household: a body of )Srsons living in 

the same house with one of the ;iersons as the head or 



manager. 

lJ. Family: a group of closely related persons 

living in one household. 

14. Diological family: a group of persons 

including parents and children. 

15. Church: the churches referred to in this 

study by abbreviated titles have the following official 

names. 

a. Catholic--The Holy Catholic Apostolic 

Homan Church. 

b. Presbyterian--The Presbyterian Church in the 

U. S. A. 

c. Methodist--The Methodist Church. 

d. Jesus Only--The Church of Jesus Only. 

e. Episcopal--The Apostolic Episcopal Church . 

Early history 

From the Spanish conquest of Mexico (1519-1521) 

to the Mexican War (1846-1848) the Spanish frontier in 

North America had been gradually pushed northward. By 

the beginning of the nineteenth century, Taos, New Mexico, 

was the most northern outpost of Spanish possessions and 

the base for later northward movements . Arroyo Seco and 

Arroyo Hondo, in New Mexico, were established in 1815 at 

distances of about 10 miles from Taos (7). 

The Mexican Government, in an effort to extend 

colonization, made vast grants of land. Some of these ex-



tended into Colorado (13). Those grants applicable to 

Colorado were Baca Grant, Conejos Grant, Nolan Grant, 

Las Animas Grant, Tierra Amarilla Grant, Maxwell Grant 

and Sangre de Cristo Grant. It was in the Sangre de 

Cristo Grant (sometimes known as Beaubien Grant) that 

San Luis was established. 

:16 

On December 2, 1843, Stephen Luis Lee and Nar­

ciso Beaubien of Taos, petitioned the Governor of the 

Territory of New Mexico, Don Manual Armijo, for the tract 

of land (13) which embraced the Culebra, the Costilla and 

the Trinchera rivers and extends from the Rio Grande to 

the summit of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. The gover­

nor directed that if the land was not otherwise disposed 

of, their petition be granted . So in January 1844 they 

were given formal possession of the Sangre de Cristo Grant 

lying in southern Colorado, in the San Luis Valley, and 

extending into New Mexico, comprising a land area of 

l,038,l95.55 acres (8). 

Both Stephen Luis Lee and Narciso Beaubien lost 

their lives in the Taos Massacre of January 19, 1847. 

Carlos Beaubien, Narciso 's father, became heir to his 

son's share. Joseph Pley, administrator to Lee's estate, 

could not find enough personal possessions to pay the 

debts, so he was instructed by the court to sell real 

estate to cover these claims. Accordingly, he sold Lee's 

half of the grant to Carlos Beaubien for one hundred 



dollars (13). 

From the time the grant was made it appears to 

have been used (13), perhaps by sheep and goat herders 

for grazing their flocks. It was not until 1851 that a 

permanent settlement was established in the Sangre de 

Cristo Grant on land that was later to become part of the 

State of Colorado. The settlement was established on the 

Culebra River, and it was named San Luis de la Culebra. 

It was originally founded about three-fourths of a mile 

south of its nresent site. 

Early settlers 

Among the first settlers in San Luis were 

Mariano Pacheco, Ramon Riviera, Juan Angel Vigil, Juan 

Manual Salazar, Benicio Jacquez, Diego Gallegos, Antonio 

Jose Vallegos, J ose Gregorio Martinez, Dario Gallegos, 

Juan Ignacio Jacquez and Jose Hilario Valdez (4:5) . The 

following year after their jacales (huts) were built, 

these men returned to Taos and surrounding villages for 

their wives and families. 

The men who settled within the tovm of San Luis 

when it was established secured their property rights from 

Carlos Beaubien . Details of these transactions were not 

available for this study. Land titles which date from the 

original Mexican grants have been the subject of consider­

able litigation and expense. Some titles have never been 

settled satisfactorily. The area marked 111411 on Figure 2, 
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Chapter IV, for example, has no recorded ownership, other 

than the original grant, and exists today as nno man's 

land II within the toi;m of San Luis. 

The settlers in the early Spanish Colonies led 

the perilous lives of pioneers. Their hardships were made 

doubly hazardous by the hostile and powerful Utes and 

Jicarilla Apaches who inhabited the mountains and plains 

of southwestern Colorado. These Indians made frequent 

raids on the Colonies carrying off stock and killing 

settlers. 

The settlers of San Luis united with those of 

the near-by settlements for protection against the Indians. 

They divided the work and responsibility of the settle­

ments. Some of the settlers took care of the stock which 

consisted of sheep and goats, a few cows, oxen and horses. 

Others took care of the crops and the rest manufactured 

bows and arrows for, in 1854, San Luis had possession of 

but two guns, one of which was a musket (46). 

In 1852, under the jurisdiction of the Depart­

ment of New rtlexico, the United States Government built 

Fort Massachusetts on Ute Creek near the base of the 

Sierra Blanca (14) . This was replaced in 1858 by Fort 

Garland, about six miles to the south. The protection 

of the newly formed settlements in the san Luis Valley 

was the reason for establishing these forts in the 

region (12) . 



As the problems of the inhabitants of San Luis 

became more complex, Don Carlos saw the need for rules 

to govern the town. He issued the following : 

\ 



1/ 
RULES :B' OR THE TO dN OF SAN LUIS OF THE CULEB3A-

Inasmuch as no c1vilized society can endure 
in good order, peace and union, which constitute 
the happiness of the civilized peoples and estab­
lished the superiority and advanta ..,.es which 
Christian people enjoy over the manners of the 
barbarians, we come to -oropose to establish the 
following rules, viz: 

1. To maintain the cleanliness of the 
town and not consent that there be 
placed therein any nusiance. 

2 . That drunken revels will not be 
permitted in the presence of the 
f amilies of the town, nor fi ghts 
nor similar disorders. 

3. That no person from outside will 
be admitted to live in the town, 
without having previously presented 
h imself before the Judge or Justice 
of the Peace and received his per­
mission, whether or not he hay have 
ac quired property in the tovm. 

4. It will not be p er mitted tha t any 
obstruction be placed in the en­
trances and outlets of the town. 

5 . Everyone who wishes to take a 
dwelling or lots in the town will 
have to re quest it of the Judge, 
payin-'3; its value which will remain 
for t he benefit of the Chanel. 

(signed) Carlos Beaubien 
Witne sse s : 

J. L. Gaspar 
Nasario Gallegos 
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The ori ':'; inal of this document, written in Spanish , 
ap ~ears in Book I, pa~e 256, Public rtecords, Cos t illa 
Coun t y , Colorado. 



The San Luis Valley was part of Taos County 

and administered as a part of New Mexico from 1850 to 

the organization of the Territory of Colorado in 1861, 

(14). San Luis has been the county seat since Costilla 

County was organized in 1861, (8 :13 ). Followinp; is a 

partial list of the proceedings of the Board of County 
1/ 

Commissioners at the April term, 1862.-

1. The County Treasurer will be bonded 
for ~5 00 to the people of Colorado 
Territ9ry . 

2. The house of James vvoodson , known as 
the house of Antonio Vi~il will be 
rented at :ip35 . 00 per annw-1 f'or General 
County Office (three rooms). 

3 . The Sheriff , (Deputy or Constable ) 
shall go and bring the Laws and books 
for the County from Denver City , and 
shall take animals enou~h to bring 
the books if ·r:irinted in Spanish and 
English and also paper, ink and pens . 

4 . Streets : 
East to west street shall pass be ­
tween the 3.i to Seco on the :1orth and 
the property of Ventura Lucero on tl-:te 
south . The street to the east shall 
pass between the lands of Juan 
quintana on t he north and lands of 
Bascual Cordova on the sout 11. , anc 
shall be seven yards v1 ide . And t he 
road from north to south the same as 
it is at present, also a road whi ch 
shall pass between the lands of 
Isiah Youn.g on the south and land of 

l_! The record of these proceedin~s of the Board of 
County Commissioners is found i n Book I, Public 
Records , Costilla County, Colorado. 



Early life 

I~nacio Pacheco on the north 9nd shall 
be four yards wide . 

5 . All persons who have their corrals in 
the town of San Luis shall re:rmve these 
corrals outside of the out'er walls of 
the tmm on the east and the same in 
-t,hfi WAst side of the town , and ti1e 
Justice of the Peaoe shall ;ive an 
order to the Constable to ~ive notice 
to all the people , and if any person does 
not comply with the order i s saed shall 
be fined in the sum of not less than 
five dollars nor more than ten dollars 
and costs . 

6 . That the town shall be kent clean and 
the holes shall be filled and leveled , 
and that all dead ani1als shall be 
removed five hundred yards from the 
outside limits of the town , and. that 
al l persons shall fill and level the 
lands upon i.1hich they reside , and as 
far as their limits extend , and all 
persons who shall not comply with the 
instructions of this section , shall 
be fined in the SLL~ of not less than 
five dollars nor more than ten dollars 
and costs for each and every offense. 

(s i gned) J . L . Gaspar 
Clerk of Commissioners 

The advance to the north from Taos was first 

made by sheep and goat herde1~s venturing out with flocks 

and herds in search of suitable pasture . V/hen they 

found a good location , ~enerally near a stream , they 

built their adobe huts , planted some crops and built 

irrifsation ditches from the streams . Since they usuall Tr 

traveled in groups , as a means of protection against 

Indian denredations , they formed small village s where 
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they settled. 

The principal industry of t he early settlers 

w~s grazing of sheep, goats and cattle. There was an 

abundance of grass and water for their flocks and herds. 

Pasture land was plentiful ::md unfenced. Each f amily 

had its garden plot where food was r aised in adequate 

amounts. Nearly every f amily had a milk cow, chickens 

and hogs. Plowing vms done with the primitive Mexican 

plow. 

Steinel, in his book, History of Agriculture 

in Colorado (38), stated: 

••••••••• The earliest settlers from New 
Mexico (Taos Abiquiu, Santa Fe and 
other places) well ~u~derstood the need 
of being prepared to feed themselves; 
and practically all of them went to 
their new homes with livestock and with 
seed for planting. These people were 
agricultural pioneers, not mere adven­
turers expecting to make their living 
by hLmting, trapping or trading; and they 
expected to raise their own food crops 
and to grind their own grain as soon as 
practicable. Until they could live on 
their own products they vmuld send to 
Taos or Abiquiu or even Santa Fe, for the 
flour a..Dd corn meal to supply their 
pressing needs (38:30). 

The Spanish ColD:i::ists brought rd th them a 

social pattern which centered around the Church a.nd the 

family, so that social activities were not only sanc-

tioned but conducted by the Church. The roles of the 

members of the family were clearly defined. The author-
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ity of the father was accepted without ouestion by the 

family. The wife 's duties were to take care of the ~ome 

and to instruct the children in the Christian fa ith . 

The children were tau;ht strict obedience to their elders 

which included brothers and sisters . 

The oldest member of the group held a position 

of resuect and occupied the seat of honor at every oc ­

casion . It was he , by virtue of his age, who v,muld 

make final decisions on most of the affairs of the vil­

lage . It was for him to say when the crops should be 

planted or harvested or hovr the land should be initially 

divided amonF, or used by the villa ~ers . His advice was 

sou½ht whenever :members of the villar.;e w·ere faced vvi th 

a nroblem. (23) . 

Money had no great attraction in the Spanish 

Colonies . Capital consis-c;ed lar "-1; ely of land and stock , 

and homes were a product of the ir labors. There were 

few inc en ti ves to e conor:ti c compet ition . Labor and tools 

were freely shared in this communal society . In a 1:i;ri ­

culture they followed the crude methods of their fathers 

of ~enerat ions before them . They we~e scarcely tou~hed 

by the life of the outs ide world . 
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Chapter II 

REVIE'/l 03' f{ELATED LITERATUB.E 

Studies have been made on different phases 

of the problems of Spanish-speaking neonle in the 

Southvvest . · ':I1he rnaj ori ty of t hes e studies are concerned 

with migrant laborers in northern Colorado , most of 

whom are new- comers from Mexico . However, there are 

similarities in the culture of the Spanisn- Arnericans and 

that of the Mexicans . Consequently t heir nroblems are 

aliJrn in many respects . 

'11he problems of the Spa.::1ish- speakin.~ people 

are so broad in scope that it is imnossible to cover 

all the significant aspects in the 9resent studv . A 

review of related literature ·will familiarize the reader 

with factors other students h··ve found significant in 

the nroblems of the Spanish- spealdnr; neoule , and it 

may also indicat e methods for the solution of those 

problems . 

A study was made by Leonard and Loomis (23 ) 

in 1941 of El Cerrito , New M.exico , a rural Spanisn­

American community in which they found the people still 

clinging to many ancestral culture traits . 

The most marked difference betvrnen the present 



generation and that of the early settlers in El Cerrito 

lay in the difference of land tenure and cla ss structure. 

The once l arge, land esta tes have been disposed of, or 

lost through sale, mortgages, sub-division to heirs and 

by various forms of exploitation . Consequently, the dons 

who once ovmed large herds of stock and many acres of land 

and who employed many peons, have disappeared along with 

their holdings. 

The people of El Cerrito did not show any desire 

to leave the community. Through necessity, some of the 

men left for other States in search of work. But con­

trary to what might be expected, because of better finan­

cial oppor ttmi ties in ot her communities, few failed to 

return. 

Leonard and Loomis were of the opinion tha t the 

reason the people of El Cerrito preferred their village 

as a place to live was t hat they met with many discom­

forts while living elsewhere. The authors sta te in part: 

They are a distinct racial group, 
s peaking their own language and tenaciously 
clinging to old custom and tradi tion. They 
are ill at ease with the Anglo, who has 
never held an exalted opinion of a culture 
differing from his ovm. Because of antipa t hy 
toward them they are driven closely into 
their own group for appreciation and self 
expression (23:7). 

Geqrge I. Sanchez (34) in tlis study of the 

social and economic conditions of the Spanish-speaking 

people of New Mexico, stated that with the Treaty of 



Guadalupe Hidalgo these people were forced into cultural 

isolation. They were cut off from Mexico and neglected 

by the United States. Being thus isolated, they were 

compelled to perpetkate the only mores they knew--those 

of sixteenth century Spain. 

Sanchez found that in every grade beyond the 

first, children, on the average, were over-age and that 

their accomplishments in school subjects were far below 

national and state standards. The explanation for these 

conditions lies in the nature and quality of educational 

facilities available to these children. Teachers' sala­

ries are lower, teachers are less well prepared, school 

terms are shorter anu equi,ment and buildings are in­

ferior. 
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Olibama Lopez (24) made a study of the Spanish 

settlers of the San Luis Valley and their descendants. 

The study includes a brief historical survey of the first 

known Spanish exylorations in Colorado, a description 

of the borne, dress and occupation of the early inhabit­

ants, a sketch of the government and the establishment 

of churches and schools. She also includes an account 

of the folk song, the folk tale, t he refran (adage ) and 

the riddle, and a description of holidays, weddings and 

leisure activities. 

Walter (49) considered the following factors 

very important in trying to understand the situation of 



Spanish-speaking communi ties in New Mexico: 

1. More than half of the populati on of New 

Mexico vrere not migrants but descendants of people who 

resided there before the United States took over the 

terri tory in 1849. 

2. About a quarter of a million Spanish­

speaking people were given oaths of allegiance and then 

ignored. 

3. The Spanish- speaking population was concen­

trated mainly along t he upper val l ey of the Rio Grande. 

4. The culture of the Spanish-speaking people 

was indigenous; homogeneous and deeply rooted in the 

habits of thought of the people. 

5. The typical Spanish-speaking community was 

a relatively self-sufficing rural village, sone11hat 

communal in economic organization and characterized by 

an extremely low standard of living. 

Senter and Hawley (37) discovered that the 

Spanish-speaking people in t he rural village can be 

divided into three classes as follows : 

1. Rural upper class--Their education i ncluded 

high school and usually business or profess ional college. 

They concentrate more on economic and political advance­

ment than on cultural amalgamation for their people. 

2. Rural middle class--They were small f armer s 

and day laborers. They were J!lore interested in family 



and village social participation than in social nobil­

ity. They lacked vwrldly possessions and eml)hasized 

human values. 
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J. Rural lower class--They were usually very 

poor; many were illiterate. Beliefs in magic and witch­

craft were apparent among them. Their average of clean­

liness and health was generally low. 

A nutrition study among Spanish-speaking people 

in northern Colorado, by ?ijoan and Roskelley (JO) in 

1943, indicated that the social, cultural and economic 

factors influenced the nutritional level and habits of 

these people . Most of the people in their study were 

migrant workers who had come from the Southwest and 

Mexico, and those who did not return to their former 

homes formed small communities in northern Colorado. 

The people who came from :Mexico came from a background 

in which they had been subject to a patron-peon system. 

Those from the Southwest were from a settled farming 

group, many of whom had lost their farms and propert-y- . 

The fo od patterns of the Spanish-speaking 

people in northern Colorado were primarily those brought 

with them from southern Colorado, New Mexico and Old 

Mexico . The diets were high in carbohydrates and low in 

proteins and fresh vegetables, since their earnings were 

insufficient to provide ade~uate food. 



that: 

In the same study, Pijoan and Roskelley state 

The houses of any group have a 
direct bearing on problems of nutrition 
and health . The houses in which S-oanish­
Ameri cans· of northern Colorado live are 
in the main inadequate even if defined 
in.terms of substandard levels. The 
roof, windows and walls seldom provide 
more than limited protection from the 
weather, insects and rodents. ti any of 
these people sleep and live in the same 
room, so that infectious disease which 
may manifest itself has a high contagious 
index. Sanitary conditions are inade­
quate, and the facilities for refriger­
ation are relatively non-existent (30:6). 

Johansen (19) in his doctor's dissertation, 

named three forms of adjustment, the first of which has 

taken Jlace in the Spanish-culture areas of Dona Ana 

County, New Mexico. They are: 

1. Accommodation: adjustment under whi ch the 

identity of the contending groups is not lost. 

2. Assimilation: adjustment by which the 

cultures of the groups are fused. 

3. Amalga ation: adjustment by which the 

divergent groups merge into one. 

Johansen concluded that the society in those 

culture areas was in a state of disintegration. There 

was a decline of self-sufficiency together with a lack 

of economic security. Infiltration of new ideas had 

brought new wants and desires without knowledge of how 



to increase economic returns in order to meet them. This 

dissatisfaction had causec a breakdown of family mores . 

The importance of the cul ti..1re also was declining because 

sociability and.recreational activities take place more 

outside conununi ty centers than once was the case. 

Julian Samora (33) studied the acculturation 

of Spanish-speaking people of Fort Collins, Colorado, 

including such items as mythology and scientific knowl­

edge, language, food patterns and family patterns. He 

found that there has been a change from the old culture 

patterns to the Anglo-American culture patterns. This 

change was most marked in tl1e youngest age group and least 

noticeable in the oldest age group. 

In t he same study, Samora found among all age 

grouJs of Spanish-spe~king peoJle in Fort Collins, an 

awareness of the import o.nce of and a desire for personal 

cleanliness . There was al..,o a general concern for the 

educational backwardness of the group. Many parents 

expressed the wish that their children obtain at least 

a high-school education, and a ~ajority of these Darents 

wanted them to ge t a college education. However, there 

was a correlation between l11com.e , social acce ·) tance and 

education. 

Samora states in 'Jart: 

.•. it is uith t-;reat d.ifficulty that an 
indivic.ual can stay in school, Jartic­
ularly when grou11 discrimination is 



c.or:1i11Lnt i.,hile in school, .s.nd there is 
nressure at home for help for the sup­
port of t~e family (33:134). 

Olaf F . Larson (21) )Ublished a bul~etin in 

1937 on a survey of 192 S:)c..nish-spec,:dng families on 

relief in Weld County, Colorado, whose chief source of 

inco1i1e nas best f leld labor. Some of his finc~ings were 

summarized as follov.rs: 

1. Cases (households) averaged 5.6 persons. 
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2. Living quarters averaged 2½ persons )er room. 

3. Three out of four children between the ages 

of 14 and 15 vvorked in the beet fielc.s. 

4. Beet labor had been the occupation of the 

heacs of these households for a number of years; six out 

of every 10 had. been so eng3.ged for 10 years or .nore . 

5. ?ractically the only other work besides beet 

labor was soi-.ie ty)e of agricul turc::.l work . 

6. Average i::1.corne pe1~ household was $436 for 

the year March 1935-Febru~ry 1936. 

7. Be11t labor acco1mted for 50 percent of the 

average income; public assistance accounted for 40 

percent, and the balance came from rniscellQneous sources. 

8. Food accounted for one-half of the total 

cost of living. 

9. Knowledge of the English language was very 

linri ted. 

10. School atten~~nce was poor . 
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11 . One-fourth of the children between the ages 

of 6 and 15 had no school attendance record for the year 

1935-1936 . 

Eva R. Borrego's study (4) in 1946 , uas con­

cerned Viith the educational problems of t::ie Suanish­

speaking student in the San Luis Valley . She pointed 

out thst the first attempts at organized education v,ere 

made by priests of the Catholic Church, conseaue~ t l y 

education was nrimarily religious in character . Private 

tutors were among the first teachers in the San Luis 

Valley until ,mblic schools took over . 

i:iss Borrego ' s findin gs indicate that culture 

conflict between the An;lo - Americans and the Snanish­

.Americans in the San Luis Valley anuears to have had its 

first e:x:uression about the year 1860--after Colorado 

became a territory , and it increased v1i th the comin~ of 

the railroad in 1878 and with the greater influx of Anglo ­

A.rnericans into the Valley . 'rhis conflict ap uarently was 

based on fear of social and economic competition . 



CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY 

The procedure used to collect the data necessary 

for this study, was as follows: 

A demarcation of the area to be studied was 

necessary. This was obtained by means of a map defining 

the limits of the toi~n of San Luis. 

An accurate number of households within the 

area was required. The sources solicited for information 

were inadequate . The Catholic Church had the names of 

the current, regular contributors of the parish. This 

list excluded all the Catholics who did not contribute 

regularly to the Church and included people from outside 

the tovm limits . There were no other churches in the 

town. The school records did not include families with­

out school-age children nor those families whose children 

attended out-of-town schools. The United States census 

gave the population of the precinct, which extends beyond 

the tovvn of San Luis and, therefore, included people 

beyond the town. 

It was necessary to make a house to house 

canvass to determine the nLlli1ber of families living in 

San Luis. This was done successfully as the writer had 

a life-long acquaintance with the town and was aided by 



a native-born citizen of San Luis who had lived there 

all his life. 

The list of names obtained in the above wanner 

was checlrnd aga~nst the files of the Costilla County 

Health Association which includes the majority of San 

Luis families . The revisec list was then examined for 

possible errors by three individuals who were well ac­

quainted 'Ni th the town and the people . 
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There were 263 households in San Luis . Of this 

number, 13 were Anglo-American households. Since this 

study is concerned with the Spanish-American peo9le, all 

households of non-Spanish descent were eliminated from 

the survey . This left 250 Spanish-American households 

or mixed families available for study in 1947 . 

The households to be interviewed were selected 

by giving every household on the compiled list a number 

from 1 to 250 consecutively. Corresponding nrunbers 

were then written on indiyidual slips of paper. ~ach 

slip -rms folded separately and placed in a box where 

all slips were shuffled. One slip was drawn at a time, 

and the name to which the number corresoonded was checked 

off. The slio was placed in the box again and reshuffled. 

This process was repeated until 50 names, or a 20 percent 

sample of the ·Jopulation, had been dravm. A 20 percent 

sample was thou?ht sufficient because of the homogeneity 

of the population. 



Location and size 

Chapter IV 

DESCRIPTION OF AREA 

'The San Luis Valley lies in the south centra l 

part of Colorado, a small portion extending into north­

ern New Mexico. It has approxi tlately 3,100,000 acres 

of arable land in Colorado (28). In area it is larger 

than the State of Connecticut. Its greatest distance, 

lying north and south, is about 100 miles, and it 

averages 40 miles in width. Its boundaries are the 

Sangre de Cristo Range on the east and the Continental 

Divide on the west. These tho mountain ranges converge 

at the north side and with their spurs on the south 

entirely enclose the Valley. 

Prehistorically the San Luis Valley was the 

bed of an inland sea or l arge lake fed by streams from 

t:he surrounding mounta inous watersheds. Large quantities 

of silt and soil were deposited by t he streams on the 

bottom of the lake. The sediment was distributed evenly 

by the action of the water, making it a remarkably 

level plain of rich soil, sloping gently to the center. 

The lake was finally drained by the cutting of the 

canyon to the south by the overflow waters (28). 
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Climate 

The San Luis Valley , sh_el tered by hLsh moun­

tains , has a distinct climate . The mountains interce-o t 

mos t storms s o that sno\V fa l ls -;~ently and blizzards are 

unco:mmon . There is almost a complete absence of wintry 

11finds . In some areas"'· of the Valley, t 11.e temn"l rature on 

,vinter nights mav ctrop lower than 25 dec;rees below zero , 

but the weather is temoerea. by a hi •-;h pronortion of sunny 

and pleasant days . .3ummers are cool and dry . Extremes 

of heat or cold are not felt as keenly as they are in 

the more humid climates . 

Soil 

Tynes of soi l i n the different parts of the 

San Luis Valley were determined by the character of 

sediment brou~ht in by the different streams . The soil 

varies from a heavy adobe , throu --;h a dark a lluvium , to 

a li ghter sandy or ~ravelly loam, ( 28 ). Most of it is 

rich and nroductive under nroner cultiva tion and irri g;a ­

tion . 

Economic agencies 

A~riculture is t he orincipal industry of the 

San Luis Valley . , ✓heat , oats , barley , field peas , po­

tatoes , alfalfa , and nat ive hay ere the s taple crons . 

The Valley is well adap ted to the -~rowin -; of celery , 

lettuce , beets , turnips , cabbage , cauli1'lo·.rnr and all 

sorts of root crons . Stock raising is very i mnortant , 



with ho~s , s~een and cattle leadin~ in the industrv . 

San Luis de la Culebra 
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In the eastern end of the San Luis Valley is 

the town of San Luis , with an altitude of approximately 

7 , ROO feet above sea level . It is bordered by the mesa 

on the northwest , the vega (meadow) on the east and the 

ditch from the Culebra river on the south . The ori~inal 

boundries , to~ether with some other stipulations about 

San Luis , are indicated by the following: 

1/ 
TO."il\f OF SAl~- LUIS DE LA CU.LEB.?.A }ay 11 , 186;5-

Note : 
The limits of the tovm of' San Luis de la 

Culebra are , on the south side , the ditch that 
is located by the mill of Messrs . St Vrain and 
lsterday , to the foot of the mesa on the north, 
to the entrance of the ve ~a . md the houses 
which are built without nermission above t his 
-ooin t , und from the ChPpel, 'lill have to nay 
five dollars for each twenty b~ras* from north 
to south and in proportion havinb their cor­
resDonding ri~ht from east to vrnst . rThe orig­
inal 3uanis11 vras not clear at this Do int . 7 
The ri ;r1ts of the Chanel fron all four ciirec­
tions will be 50 baras . .wd 20') baras to the 
~orth from the ri~hts of the limits of the 
Chapel , there will be left 100 s nuare baras, 
with the understandin c; that ;the inhabitants 
will have to fence it i~ ediately and suffi ­
ciently, so s to nrevent the entrance into t ~e 
cementary of animals, etc. 

'i tnes ses : 
J . L . ,_.e.. spar 
Jiasario Galle t;os 

(si ~ned ) Carlos Beaubien 

1/ The ori J~ina l docume _ t, in 0-oanish , annea:--s in Book I , 
ue-:i;e 256 , .r?ublic necords , Jostilla County , Colorado 

* Bara : a Snanish unit of measurement, eauivalent to 
33 1/3 inc

0

1es . 
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A new addition has been made to the old tov.rn 

of San Luis on the north side, (Figure 2 } but the center 

of activity 9.lld business is still in tne original plaza . 

The Catholic Church is located in the site whicn 1.,as set 

aside for it when the tm1m was established . The court 

house , post office , health center , fire - fighting equip ­

ment , ,ielfare Denartmen t , stores , t"ieater and dance hall , 

are all in the old er part of tovm . 'I:wo small grocery 

stores and a shoe shon have been established in the new 

addition , but it is nrimarily a resiciential area . 

At the tine of this survey , (1947 ) San Luis had 

three grocery stores , five general stores , two clotliing 

stores , one lumber and hardware store , one feed store 

and four liauor stores . rrhere were also six cafes , three 

of Hhich had a bar . T1i.ere were tvrn riotels , two beauty 

narlors , two barber shops , three filling stations , three 

garages , one theater , one dance hall , one flour mill , two 

shoe repair shops , two iNelding shops and one wood- carving 

shop . 



:3' i gure 1. --SAN LUI S , 0LJEST T0 1v1'J IN C0L0rtAD0-­
.!!'OIJND ~n IN 1851. 
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Racial descent 

Chapter V 

DESCRIPTION OF SELECr.rED GROUP 

The ratio of Spanish-Americ ans to Anglo­

.Americans in San Luis was almost 20 to 1, a-s there were 

250 Spanish-American households to 13 Anglo-American 

households . The majoritv of Anglo-AEericans living in 

San Luis at the time of the survey, were families who 

came to establish busine ss places. Some of the .An~lo­

Americans, esnecially among those who came to San Luis 

~ hortly after the tovm was established in 1852, inter­

married ·with the settlers , and as a result such names 

as Laxwell, dtClair , Taylor , Payne and Gold are co:mrnon 

among the Spanish-Americ2.n people in San Luis. Other 

r.iixed -marria~es have taken nl a ce more recently, adding 

to the variety of names. 
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Of the 50 Spanish- American households studied, 

seven 'Vere mixed-families. The husbands of four families 

were respectiv~ly, i n glisb, Polish, Spanish-En~lish and 

;Syrian . '11he wives of t hree families were re spec ti v,3ly , 

En~lish, Irish and Syrian; thus, the seven mixed­

families included t vva English, one Irish, one Polish , 

one opanish- English and two Syrian membe s , as Table 1 

shows. 



Table 1. :.1ACIAL DESCENT OF HUSBANDS .Al\JD ,iIVES 
OF 49 HOUSEHOLDS* 

Number Number 
- acial DeSC$Ilt of of 
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Number 
of 

Males Females Males and Females 

Spanish 39 44 83 
English 1 1 2 
Snanish and English 1 1 
Syrian 1 1 2 
Irish 1 1 
Polish 1 1 

Deceased 
Spanish 5 2 7 

.A.bendoned family 
Spanish 1 1 

Total 49 49 98 

;;f<: One household in the survey vms not included in this 
table because it had neither husband nor wife. 

Composition of households 

There were 29 biological families, 9 childless 

counles, 7 broken homes and 5 mixed households in the 

population studied. Biological fani lies had a s ize 

rang;e of from one to nine children. rrhe seven broken 

homes were the result of the deaths of four husbands and 

t wo wi ves , and by the desertion of the fardly by one 

husband. The five mixed households cons isted resDec­

tively of, (1) husband, 1Nife and ',rife' s mother , (2) 

husband, wi fe and &sranddaught er , (3) husband, wife, 

children and adopted child, (4) mother, son and adop ted 



child and ( 5) brother and sisters , as shoNn in rrable 2 . 

Table 2 . CO:MPOSITION OF HOUSEHOL.0S 

Type of Household 

Childless couples 
Husband and wife 

Biologi cal famili es 
Husband , •Hife and children 

Broken homes 
Mother and children 
Father and children 

Lixed houseno l ds 
riusband, wife and granddaughter 
Husband , wife and wife 's mother 
Husba..11.d, wife , children and 

adopted child 
~other , son and adopted child 
Brother and sisters 

Total 

Number of 
Househol ds 

9 

29 

5 
2 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

50 

Table 3 shows that 24 , alnost one - half , of the 

households in the survey had three members or less . Hovr­

ever , there were 5 households that had 10 members or 

more . '11he avera, ~e size of household vvas 4 . 6 persons . 

That of the United States as a whole was 3 . 2P- nersons 

for the year 1 940 , (40:33). The major i ty of households 

with three members or less involved new families or 

house~olds ·vhere the c~ildr en nad married and left home . 

There appear -:: d to be no deliberate effort to linit the 

number of children . This was indicated by older couples 



mentionin,g their grovm sons and dau:;hters, by younger 

counles expectin~~ to have chi ldren and bv the average 

size 6f biological fari1ily v,hi ch was 5 . 5 perso11s, as 

indicated in Table 4 . 

Table 3 . 3IZJ.!: OF HOU01-Y:.OLDS 

Number of Persons Number of 
in tlousellolds Househo l ds 

2 12 
3 11 
4 7 
5 4 
6 7 
7 1 
8 2 
9 1 

10 3 
11 2 

M.ed ian 4 . 6 Total 50 

Table 4 . d IZE OF BIOLOrHC.l'iL FAr::ILIES 

Humber of 11embers 
in Family 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
g 

10 
11 

Med i r-m 5.5 

:rumber of 
Families 

8 
4 
4 
5 

2 
1 
3 
2 

Total 29 
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As indicated by Table 5 , ~4 out of the 50 

households had male heads and o of tne households had 

female heads . In those instances v:here t11e hee.d of the 

household 1.vas a .. female member , one be came head throu ~h 

separation and five at t :ie death of the husband . In one 

household , where neither parent was livin °; , tr1e brother 

became the head of the household al thow~h one of' the 

sisters was older than he . 

Table 5 . DL::3 'J.'RIBU'l'IO.J OJ:11 POPULl,.':::'ION , BY Rl.:LA' 1:::.(JlJSHIP TO 
HE.AD A,.TD BY .:3EX 

M:ale 
Relationship to Uead 

Femal e Male and Female 

Number Number Number Percent 

Head 44 6 50 21 . 5 
Wife 41 41 17 .7 
Chi l d 74 59 1 33 57 . 3 
Grandchi l d 1 1 2 . 9 
Adonted child 1 1 2 . 9 
Parent 1 1 . 4 
Other re l ative 3 3 1 . '3 

Total 120 112 ?32 1 00 . 0 

Table 5 shows also , that of the nouulation 

studied , 21 . 5 percent \/ere heads of households , 17 . 7 

uercent were wives , 57 . 3 percent were sons and dau ,;hters, 

0 . 9 percent were 5randchildren , 0 . 4 percent were parents 

of the husband or wife , and 1 . 3 percent were other rela­

tives . The above percentages include 44 male heads of 

households , 6 female heads of households , 41 wives of 



heads of households, 74 s ons, 59 dau~hters , 2 sisters 

of heads of households and 1 each of nieces , srandsons , 

<sranddau,g;hter s , ado-oted sons , adopted dau;hters and wife ,' s 

mothe r . 

'J.1he nercenta ;es in Table 5 shov'l a marked dif ­

ference from t he nercenta~es ~iven by the United States 

census reports for the ponulation of the Uni t ed States for 

1940, Table 6 . In t he l atter , 2 7 . 2 nerc ent were heads of 

households , 20 . 7 percent were vives , 39 .9 percent were 

c hi ldren , 1 . 9 percent vrere ~randc1.ildr en , 1 . 7 percent 

were uarents , Ll.3 nercent were other re l atives , and 4 . 3 

percent vrere lodgers, servants or hired hands . It ap ­

pears tha t the com·oarat i vely large nroport ion of chil ­

dren in San Luis durin ~ the survey accounts for the 

discrepancy in ~ercentage s. 

Table 6 . POPULATI ON IH PRIVATE =-IOUSJ:B:OLDS , PY -qELA.TI02i­
S:IIP rro J-IElill AND BY SEX, 1,0..:-?. '118.E .EUT3.iD STAT1.J.:3 : 1 940 * 

Relationshin to Head 

Head 
-vlife 
Child 
Grandchild 
Parent 
Other relative 
Lodg;er 
0ervant or hired hand 

Total 

* (43:26 ) 

Number 

34 , 948 , 366 
26 , 570 , 502 
51 , 3 04 , 634 

2 , 394 , 462 
2 , 226 , 755 
5 , 48b , 672 
4 , 462 , 606 
1 , 0.33 , 77 2 

1 28 , 428 , 06 9 

Pe rcent 

2 7 . 2 
20 . 7 
39 . 9 

1 . 9 
1 . 7 
4 . 3 
3 . t) 

. 8 

lOJ . O 



Se:xes and ages 

There were 232 uersons included in the study , 

of this number , 120 , or 51 . 8 percent , were males and 112 , 

or 48 . 2 percent , were females . Fifty , or 41 . 8 nercent , 

of the males and 49 , or 43 . 7 perce11t , of t he fenales were 

1 4 years of a~e or less . Thirty- one , or 25 . 8 nsrcent , of 

tr1e PJ.ales and 27 , or 24 . 1 -oe rcent , of the females were 

between the a,::;es of 15 and 29 . Tv.renty , or 1 6 . 7 nercent , 

of the males and 16 , or 14 . 3 percent, of the fenales were 

between the ages of 30 and 44 . Sixteen, or 13 . 3 percent , 

of t he meles and 16 , or 14 . 3 percent , of the females were 

between the a:zes of 45 and 64 . Above the a ,~e of 65 , ther 

were 3 , or 2 . 5 percent of the males and 4 , or 3 . 6 nercent 

of the femal es , Table 7 . 
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Table 7 . POPULATION DISTRIBUTION, BY SEX AND AGE 

Male Female Male and Female 
Age Group 

Num- Per- Num- Per ... Num- Per-
ber cent ber cent ber cent 

Under 5 years 21 17 . 6 15 l,'5 . 4 36 15 . 5 
5 - 9 15 12 . 5 18 1 6 . 1 33 1 4 . 2 

10- 14 1 4 11 .7 16 1 4 . 2 30 12 . 9 
15- 19 1 4 11 .7 10 8 . 9 24 10 . 3 
20- 24 9 7 . 4 11 9 . 8 20 8 . 6 
25 - 29 8 6 . 6 6 5 . 4 14 6 . 1 
30 - 34 8 6 . 6 6 5 . 4 14 6 . 1 
35 - 39 6 5 . 0 10 8 . 9 16 6 . 9 
40 - 44 6 5 . 0 6 2 . 6 
45 - 49 3 2 . 5 3 2 . 7 6 2 . 6 
50 - 54 5 4 .2 5 4 . 5 10 4 . 3 
55 - 59 6 5 . 0 5 4 . 5 11 4 . 7 
60- 64 2 1 .7 3 2 .7 5 2 . 2 
65 - 6 9 3 2 . 5 3 2 .7 6 2 . 6 
70- 74 
75 & over 1 . 8 1 . 4 

'11otal 1 20 100 .0 112 100 . 0 232 100 . 0 

As Table 7 above indi cates , the most marked 

difference between the number of mal es and the mumber of 

females lay in the a se .::;roun ttunder 5 years 11 where 21 

out of 36 children were males . .J:l'itsure 3 shows th,=·t there 

was not much difference in the ratio of males to females 

in the age groups above 5 years . 





?recinct number 1, of '~1hich San Luis is a part, had a 

population of 1,135 persons i n 1930 (J9:J26), and a 

population of 1,572 persons in 1940 (42:758). This in­

dicates that the population of that precinct increased 

by 437 persons, or 25.98 percent, in 10 years. 

51. 

It was estimated in the present study that in 

the tovm of San Luis 2lone, the population was about 1,200, 

1,150 of whom were Spanish-Americans. The estimated 

nrnnber of Anglo-Americans would be higher, but all persons 

belonging to mixed-families were considered as Spanish­

.Americans. 

The 1)ercentage di stribution of the population 

studied , shmrs t hat more than one-half of the population 

was under JO yea.rs of age. This indicates that it is 

a progressive type of population (51:189). A large per­

centage, 42.6 percent, of the population was under 14 

years of age; 43.2 percent was between 15 and 49 years 

of age, and 14.2 percent was over 50 years of age. The 

percentage of persons betw·een the ages of 15 and 49 years 

of age was less than 50.0 )ercent, which shows that San 

Luis has lost through emigra tion. This situation is 

primarily due to the lack of occupational opportunities 

in and a round the town. Several persons are forced to 

leave in search of employment. 

Figure 4 shows that San Luis had n higher 

percentage of persons belo~ the age of 14 in 1947 than 
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the State of Colorado ~ad in 1940; but the nercentages 

of nersons above thh a-:i;e of?') vras less than th2 t of the 

St ate . 

Percent 
/0 'I_ .,jll' 7 ~ '" P' r ,2 t O I -t .3 ./ ,S 7 I r /o 

I I 
I 7,j J-1: ! ro 71, 

I (..1 ,9 I u 
H' ~ ,o 

Female w I1:ale .ff'. ,ri' 

$0 ,Pl ~ ~ 

~ I 
J/$ 

~ 
~ 

'I-~ 'Ii I 

JS .Jf r.r r- JO " 'I lt 
;, 'I .lJ' 

~ L-L 
I .,10 2'/ 

I /J. t'I 
~ 11 

/ 0 1'{ 

r ~ 9 ~ ·-.f-

I ! under of 1 rr I 
-· 

~an Lui s , 1 947------ Colorado , 1940 

Figure 4 . --AGI: PYR . .ArID OJ? POPULATION DISTRIBUTION FOR 
S.AN LUIS , C0L0rt.AD0 , BY AGE 'i-ROTJPS : 1947 , SU.P.~H ­
n·:roSED ON _,:,.GE PYH.Al'lID O:i.i' POPULATION DL::>TrtIBUTIC•N 
F0H THE STA'l1E 0li' C0L0H.AD0 , BY AGF (}ROUDS : 1940, 
( 42 :6 9 7). 

Length of residence 

The majority of ~ersons interviewed had lived 

in San Luis more than three-fourths of their lives, as 

Table 8 shows . All nersons over 65 year s of a;e had 

lived there at least 32 years . Some of the nersons w~o 

had lived t here less t1.an one-fourth of their lives rn~e 



from far.ilies who were living in tmm ter.rorarily ·whi le 

t he children attended school. The permanent homes of 

t hese ueoule ·were j_n ne i 9:;hborin-; co:rn:rauni ties or farn:.s . 

Others were ne'.J residents who had established homes in 

San L~is wit~in the l ast five years . 

Fraction of Life Lived in San Luis 
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A e Group Less than rrom 1/4 From 1/2 From 3/ ~ Totals 

0 - 4 
4 - 9 

10- 14 
15 - 19 

0- 24 
25 - 29 
30 - 34 
35 - 44 
45 - 54 
55 - 64 
65 - 74 
75 ~ over 

Total 

Marit al status 

1/4 to-1/2 to - 3/4 to life 

2 
3 
1 
5 
4 
3 
3 
3 
2 

26 

:i 
1 
5 
1 

2 
1 
4 
2 
1 

18 

2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
L1. 

2 
1 

18 

65 
28 
21 
22 
1 4 

7 
9 

12 
9 
9 
4 

170 

36 
33 
.50 
24 
20 
14 
14 
22, 
16 
16 

6 
1 

232 

Table 9 shows t hat GO . O percent of t he oonula­

tion vvere sin-?;le , :st, . !3 percent 1Here married , and t he 

other 4 . 7 nercent vrere eithe~ widowed or senarated . 



':['able 9. LA.RITAL dTNrCTS OF POPULATION 

Marital Status Number Percent 

din£sle 139 60 . 0 

Married 82 35 . 3 

didowed or separated 11 4 .7 

Total 232 100.0 

In the ao-e .::, .grOUD between 15 and 2~ years , about 

one-third of the males and abo 1t one-half of the females 

1.vere married, while in the group above .30 years of 3.1?;8 , 

the majority of both males and females were marr:Led . The 

percentages are 2; iven in Table 18. 

Table 10. ltARirrAL t> TA '11LJS , BY E.,r 
'- AND -AG-~ 

Male .Female Male and Female 

A,?;e Group Num- Per- Num- Per- Num- Per-
ber cent ber cent ber cent 

Und Pr 15 years 
0ingle 50 41 .7 49 43 .7 gg 42 .7 

15-29 
::iingle 22 18.3 13 11.6 35 15 .1 
1-.'larried 9 7.5 14 12.5 23 9 .9 

30 and above 
Single 3 2 .5 2 1.8 5 2 . 2 
Married 32 26 .7 2 7 24 .l 59 25 . 4 
Widowed 3 B.5 6 5 . 4 9 3 . 8 
Separated 1 . 8 1 . 9 2 • 9 

Total 120 100.0 112 100,0 232 100.0 



The percentages of nersons 15 years of age and 

over who were vlidowed or separated ·were smaller for the 

uopulation studied in San Luis in 1947 (Table 11) than 

were the percentages of oersons 15 years of age or over 

who v,rere widowed or divorced in the State of Colorado in 

1940 (Table 12). In San Luis, 0 . 8 percent of the males 

and O. 9 nercent of t .rte females were separated; in 

Colorado as a whole, ~ . O oercent of the ~ale s and 2 . 4 

nercent of the females vrere divorced. In San Luis, 4 . 3 

Table 11 . MARITAL :3TATUS OF p:i:,;~.::;ONS 15 YEA.."R.S OF ~[,GE _4.ND 
OVER, BY SEX : SAN LUIS, 1947 

Male Female Male & Female 

Marital Status Num- Per - Num- Per- Num- Per-
ber cent ber cent ber cent 

Single 25 36.2 15 23 . 8 40 30 . 3 

rv:arried 40 58 . 0 41 65 .1 81 61 . 4 

Widowed 3 4 . 3 6 9 . 5 9 6 . 8 

Seµarated 1 1.5 1 1.6 2 1.5 

Total 69 100.0 63 100.0 132 100.0 

percent of the males and 9 . 5 percent of the females were 

widowed, and in Colorado , as a whole , 4 .7 percent of the 

males and 12. O percent of the females 1;vere widowed . 
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Table 12. MARITAL STA'l-US OF PERSO.i: S 15 · YE.A~ S 0}:I, AG~ AND 
OVER, BY SEX , FOR TIE .3TA'l'E OF COLOR.A.DO: 1940 * 

Male Female 
Marital Status. 

Number Percent Number Percent 

clingle 132,778 31.4 92,675 22 .5 

Married 261 ,748 61.9 260,043 63.1 

Widowed 20 ,096 4.7 49,661 12.0 

Divorced 8 ,54 7 2.0 ·g , 765 ? . 4 

Total 423 ,169 100.0 412 ,144 100.0 

*(4.4 : 273) 

There were no divorces in the population studied , 

although there were two separations . Perhaps the main 

reason for this situation is that San Luis is nredominantly 

a Catholic community, and the Catholic Church does not 

recognize divorce. A separation is accepted in a case 

where the parties cannot live together , but this does not 

leave either party free to remarry while t~e other is 

livin~. Therefore, it is rare that a Derson who is 

separated from his spouse takes another . Another factor 

accounting for the absence of divorce is the fact that 

homes broken by divorce are less common in rural c reas 

than in urban areas (20). As would be expected, San Luis 

bein~ both a Catholic cornnunity and a rural area, has a 

co:m:oaratively small percenta::;e of homes brolcen by oivorce 



or by seoaration. 

Occuoations 

San Luis is located in a farming area; Jet the 

ryopulation stud~ed shows only three persons under the 

classification "farmers and farm managers" and two ')ersons 

under the classifica ti :m "farm laborers . 11 This is not as 

paradoxical as it may ap9ear, for although San Luis is 

the business center for many farmers of the area, it is 

not their residence. The rrajority of the farmers live 

outside the limits of the town. 

The classification "other vmrkers", includes 

18 of the 64 males above the age of 16 years . The 

majority of uersons in this classification were employed 

irregularly as laborers on near-by farms, in seasonal 

work in potato fields of southern Colorado or in beet 

fields in northern Colorado. Some were doing odd jobs in 

the town; others were looking for work. One was herding 

sheep and tv10 were doinf construction work outside of the 

State . In the 11 professional and semi-professional" grou1 

rrere two males and three fem;:i.les, all of whom 1.vere 

teachers. In tl1e ''proprietors, managers and officials 11 

group were 10 males and 2 females . Most of these were 

proprietors or managers of stores or of other small busi­

nesses. The largest percent~ge of females above the age 

of 16 :rears was classified as "domestic. 11 These persons 

here not errnloyed but were kee.9ing their own homes as will 



be noticed later by nlace of occuoation in Table 14. In 

the llunclassified11 group were students over the age of 16, 

men in the armed service of the United States and persons 

livinf on pensiQns. The above mentioned figures are to 

be found in Table 13. 

A large m&jority of the population studied were 

employed or were receivin~ their education in San Luis. 

Of the male population, 36.7 percent were emuloyed in San 

Luis, 9.2 percent were ei.1-')loyed in another· tm·m or State, 

23.2 7)ercent were students in San Luis, 3.4 percent vere 

attencing school in another town or State, 24.1 percent 

were pre-sc~1ool chil ren anc 3.3 percent were unclassified 

as to occuoation but were living at home. Of the female 

nopulation, 36.6 percent 1 ere at home, 4.5 percent were 

employed in San Luis, 1. 8 percent were em,,loyed in 

another to'''Il, and 5. 3 percent who were unclassified as 

to occunation were livinr at hoille. Those attending 

school included 28.6 percent of the females in San Luis 

and 3. 6 percent in anothe:- to,;m as shovvn in Table 14. 



rrable 13. OCCUPfSlON/i.L STA:'US O? POPULA!1 IO:J, BY SEX 

liit?. le 1?emale i,.a le nnd ~•1ema le 
type of Occupation-:~ Num - Per- J•Ium- Per- rJuri - :.E'er -

ber cent ber cent ber cent 

Opera tors '7- 2.5 3 1 . 3 ,_, 
-Craftsmen, foremen 3 2.5 . 3 1.3 
Other 12.borers 2 1.7 1 , 9 3 1 . 3 
Proprietors, mana~ers, of ,:' iclals 10 8 . 3 2 1.8 12 5 . 2 
Clerical and sales 8 6 . 6 1 . 9 g 3 . 9 
Professional and semi-professional 2 1.7 3 2 .7 5 2 .1 
tt,arm laborers 2 1.7 2 . 9 
Other v1orke rs 18 15.0 18 7 .7 
Farmers ond farm manag-ers 3 2 . 5 3 1.3 
Lomestic (homemakers) 42 3? . 5 42 18.1 
Unclassif ed 13 10.8 11 8.8 24 10.3 

Children under 16 56 46 .7 52 46 .4 108 L_l:6 • 6 

Total 120 100.0 112 100.0 232 ioo.o 

~:- The· above classif'ica~ion is based on h.olb and Brunner 's classL·icat:i.on 
of Rural families (20:115). 

~ 



rable 14. PLACE 01'' OCCUPA11 ION, PY SRX 

rlnlr Female Male arid .Female 

Place of Occupation lTum - Per- Num- Pl3 l'- Num - PeN,. 
ber cent ber cent be r cent 

At home 41 of . 6 41 17.7 
1n San Luis but not at home 44 36 . 7 5 4 . 5 49 21.1 
In another Colorado town 2 1.7 2 1 . 8 4 1.7 
In arothAr s-i:-a ':; 9 7 . 5 9 3.9 

Unclrssii'led 
At home 1 7. G t:' rz 10 4 . 3 v.v 0.0 

Students end school children 
Sar, Lui s 28 t"'\'7 ?. 

"':,J') • L) 32 29.5 6u 25.8 
In another Colorado town C) 

t., 1.7 4 c_,, • f, 6 2.6 
In another Ctate 2 1.7 2 .9 

Pre- school cln ldren 
At home 29 24 . 1 <:)C) 

,:;,t., 1~1 • 6 51 22 . 0 

r.rota l 120 100 . 0 112 lJO.O 232 100.0 
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Education 

Table 15 shows that over one-half of the 

husbands and Ydves in the survey had a formal education 

of eiq;ht.h ~rade or less. Fifteen out of 43 husbands 

had an ed1 :i.cation of seventh -;rade or less; six had an 

ei~hth grade education, seven had from one to three 

years of hi~h school, e ight had finished high school 

and seven had some education above hi.gh school . 'l1wenty­

tv,o out of 47 v.,ri ves had an education of seven th grade 

or less, six had an eighth ~rade education , fo1r had 

one to three ye~rs hi~h school seven had finished high 

school , and ei-:i;ht had education ebove high school. 

Grade 

Table 15. EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF' 43 HITSBAHDS 
.AND 47 1.-'JIVES" 

Comnleted Husbands lives Husbands & '.-live s 

Nura.be r Nur:ber Number 

0-7 15 22 3 7 

8 6 6 1 2 

9-11 7 4 11 

12 8 7 15 

Above Bi?;h School 7 8 15 

Total 43 47 90 

"'\< Out of 50 families, seven had no husbands and three 
had no 'rives . 



The highest avera~e ~rade completed by any 

a,3e "srou:o above the age of 17 years was 8 . 5 . For the 

a2;e groups , 17-19 , 20 - 24 , 25 - 29 and 30- 34 , the av;era0e 

~rade comoleted was 8 . 5 . For the age groups 35- 44 and 

45 - 54 , the avera7,e grade conrnleted was 7 .o. For the 

age group 55 - 65 , the average grade completed was 6 . 0 . 

For the age group 65 - 74 , the average grade comnleted 

vms 4 . 0 . There was only one person above t:ie a3:e of 

75 years , and this person had had no fonnal education , 

as ':l.1able 16 shmvs . These percenta.::,es indicate that the 

younger persons are getting more education than the 

older nersons did . 



Table 16. YEA11S OP ~CHOOL COMPLE.L'ED BY PF: 801:,S l? YEAhS 01<' AGE AED OV'i.~,, BY 
AGE GROUPS 

A6 e Grollps --------
17-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 C5-74 75-- rotal 

Grade Completed 
Num- T um- J\Turn - Imm- "um- Nur1 - Num - ·~um- 1'T ,,,Jm-
ber ber ber bPr ber ber ber ber ber 

None 1 1 2 G l 1 8 

Elemen t:;ary 
1-4 1 2 1 4 2 5 1 16 
5-6 1 1 1 2 4 3 1 1 14 

Junior high 
7-8 4 5 6 4 4 4 2 1 30 

High school 
1-3 4 1 3 1 3 4 2 18 
4 1 6 2 5 2 2 1 19 

College or other 
1-3 1· 3 2 2 4 2 14 
4 or more 1 1 2 

'rotal 12 20 14 16 21 17 16 4- 1 121 

I 
~ 
~ 



64 
In table 17 we find that 56 . 2 uercent of the 

population above 17 ?ears of age did not receive any 

education above the eighth grade . In the sa.rc.e a:se ,sroup , 

30 . 6 attended high school , and 13. 2 attended college or 

had some other formal education beyond .h i gh school . 

Table 17. YE.ARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY PERSONS 17 YEARS 
OF AGE Al\fD OVER 

Years of school Number of Percent completed persons 

None 8 6 . 6 

Elementary school 
1 - 4 16 13.2 
5-6 1 4 11 . 6 

Junior high school 
7-8 30 24 . 8 

Hi gh school 
1-3 18 14 . 9 
4 19 15 .7 

College or business 
1-3 14 11 . 6 
4 and over 2 1 . 6 

Total 1 21 100.0 

The average grade attainment for children be ­

t vreen t he a ~e s of 6 and 16 years shows that the nercent ­

ages of srades completed la~ behind the vears of a~e . 

The avera~e grade attainment for children 6 vears 6f 

a c,; e was belovv the first grade . Above this a,ge !,sroun, 



the avera;e grade was , 1 . 0 for 7- year olds , 2 . 0 for 

9- year olds , 3 . 0 for 10- year olds , 5 . 5 for 11- year olds, 

5 . 0 for 12- year olds , 6 . 5 for 13- year olds , 7 . 0 for 

14- year olds , S . O for 15- year olds and 8 . 5 for 16-year 

olds (Table 18 ). Eleven chiilidren in the a3e ~ro11p 5 

to 16 years ·were not n;oin ~ to school yet . Of these , 

nine were 6 years old , one \Jas 7 years old and one was 

8 years old . One ~irl , 16 years of a3e and a crinnle , 

had had only one year of formal schooling . 

An awareness of the need for education 1vas 

evidenced in several 1;rays among the Spanish- _t\.me ricans 

of San Luis , Three of the families in the schedule had 

moved to San Luis from near- by communities because they 

believed tha t the teacriers in the San Luis schools: vrnre 

better Qualified and that the school buildin~s and 

eaui•)ment were better . As one mother stated , "The 

children have a better opportunity to learn to sneak 

En;lish here rin San Luis_7 because in our community 

the children, and even the teachers , speak sp-:,nis':l most 

of the time . " 

One family that had moved to San Luis for the 

school year was r enting two rooms in a.n old house . 1rhe 

cracks on the windows and doors let much of the cold in . 

One of the rooms was too cold for the children to sleen 

in , conseo uently they had t·wo la.r ,£;e bed s in the kitchen . 

The floor was made of rou~h , unev~n pine boards , un-



·ra ble 18. Y~Ji.r;S OP SCHOOL COMPLEl'-•:l.J o""'.: C1I.ILDHE~; 6 i' O 16 Y:2AHS O.l AGE, BY SINGLE 
YEAhS 02 AGE A:JD bY SlJGLE G1"...ADES L, SChOOL 

Ages 
Grade 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Completed •.rotal 

Num- Num- Num - 1;um- :.um- Num- :ti.um- Num- Num- 1um- Num-
ber ber ber ber ber ber ber ber ber ber ber 

- -
None 9 1 1 11 

Elementary 
1 3 5 1 1 10 
2 2 3 5 
rz 2 1 3 V 

4 2 2 4 1 9 
5 3 2 5 
6 1 2 2 3 1 1 10 
7 2 2 1 5 
8 1 · 1 2 1 5 

High school 
9 1 1 1 3 
10 1 2 3 

'l1ota 1 12 6 '2 6 5 4 8 6 '7 6 6 69 V 
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doubtedly hard to clean and iI!1Dossible to cover succes­

sfully vri tl1 linoleum . A blanket covsred the door from 

the kitchen to the other room . The anuroach to tl:le 

house from the. outside was muddy , and naturall:v- , r.md 

was tracked into the house on enterin, . It was one of 

the small b oys ' jobs to svreeu uD the mud by the door so 

as to keeu it from spreading over the floor . This he 

did with an old , worn - down broom . The mother said their 

home in their farm in Chama vms larger , mo!.'e modern an.d 

more convenient . Ther liked living on the farm muc11 

better , but t:iey came to San Luis so that the chilQren 

would :;;et a better ·education . 

In another case , the n-:'Jther stayed in San 

Luis with the c ildren in a 1--ented house v1hile the 

father i.!Orked at their farm. severe 1 miles awav , ·,here 

they owned a l1rge, comfortable home . Even in the 

w·in ter time , the husband could snend onl ·r short nerioc s 

of tine v:i th his famil:v in San Luis since he had to take 

care of his livestoc~ at the farm . The reason for 

renting the San Luis home was the children ' s education . 

Another ,,roman , a widow wi t h five children, 

said , "I tell the boys rher children_? to learn now 

t hat they have the opnortunity so that thev will not 

have so many troubles when they gro,:1 un . That ' s why 

vre' re li vin; herP in San Luis al though it is r-;ore ex­

-pe'1'3i ve . U"') above rin the comn:uni ty of San Francisco_? 



they don ' t have 3:ood schools like here . And I r,as very 

an1sry here too , because the teach8r was teachin.::; my boys 
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to knit and embroider . I can teach them that . To learn 

to read and write and work problems is the reason I send 

them to school . I try to help them myself but I don ' t 

know much . 'l1hey didn ' t send me to school ·when I \Vas youn~; 

I ~uess parents didn ' t care then , but I do want my boys 

to learn . n 

A man 58 years of age said , when asked about 

his education , "Vlhen I vrent to school , it was ver~l dif ­

ferent from now . \le didn ' t have such a thing as ~rades ; 

we vrnre just tau -;ht to read and write and spell in 

Suanish . '.le had teachers vrho tau.;ht in their o,m homes , 

often at ni2;ht . Mr . Choury ano. :r··r . Valdes Hei-·e t,:o of 

those teachers . ·.ilhat we have learned we have learned 

mostly by ourselves . You youn~er people are luckv to 

have such ~ood L educational_7 opportunities and vou ~re 

wise to talrn advanta~e of them . " 

Lan,'.7ua·:--e 2 --, 

The ~ajority of the uopulation in the survey , or 

76 . 6 -percent , as shovm in Table 19 , could sneak both 

Spanish and ~nelish . Eight persons , or 3 . 7 percent of the 

nopulation , could sneak only En~lish . Four of these 

nersons were me~bers of mixed - families \Vho ,vere not 

8p8nish- Americang , and the other four were children of 

mixed - fe .iilies or of Snanish- Ar~erican fariilies "Tho SF:lldom , 



if ev3~' , s-poke ..::ipanish at hone . Forty- two persons or 19 . 7 

ne rcent of the po1?ulation , c 'mld sDeak onlv Snanish . Hos t 

of them -...vere persons in the older a :;e .grouus . !i fe,.•,r ,. ere 

nre - school children vho a,parently did not have the onpor­

tunity to learn ~nglish at hone . 
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Table 19 . L: NGUAGES SPOKEl"\J BY POPTJL~TION* 

Lano.;ua~e snoken Number Percent 

English only 8 3 .7 

Soanish on l y 43 19.7 

En~lish ond Snanish 167 76 . 6 

Total 218 100.0 

Out of 232 nersons in the survey , 1 4 were not includecl 
in this table bece.use they v._rere children who could not 
talk yet . 

In the age groun under 9 years of age , there 

v,rere 69 children out of whom three could s-oeak onl~r 

Enslish , 27 could speak only Spanish , 25 could speak 

both Enr:slish 2n d 8nanish and the other 1 4 were too young 

to talk . Of the 88 uerrons in the a~e grouus , 10-14 , 

15- 19 , 20- 24 and 25 - 29 , three could speak only En ,l ~sh , 

two could S"')eak only Snanish and 83 could speak both 

Spani sri and ~n--;lis:1. Of t.'.1.e 52 persons in the age grouns , 

30- 34 , 35- 44 ant -5- 54 , two could s nea k only ~n3lish , 



seven persons could speak only Spanisb. , and 43 persons 

could sneak both Spanish and -~n~lich . Of the 2~5 persons 

above the a~e of 55 years , seven persons c011ld speak only 

Spanish , and 16 ,persons could sneak both Snanish and. 

En~lish , as Table 20 shows . 
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rrable 20 . P0DULATI0N SPEAKING SP b.NL3E Al.{D El~GLidE , BY 
SEX AND AGE 

:Male 1',emale 1:ale and Female 
Age Group No . Percent No . Percent No . Percent 

0- 4 
Ne ither 10 8 . 4 4 3 . 6 14 6 . 0 
En gl ish only 1 . 8 1 . 4 
Spanish only 7 5 . 8 8 7.1 1 5 6 . 5 
Bot h 3 2 . 5 3 2 .7 6 2 . 6 

5 
Snanish only 2 1.7 3 2 . 7 5 2 . 2 
Bo th 1 . 8 1 . 4 

6 - g 
English only 1 . 8 1 • g 2 a . ~ 
Sr:,an ish only 4 3 . 3 3 2 . 7 7 !"3 . 0 
Both 7 5 . 8 11 9 . 8 18 7.8 

10-14 
Enisl ish only 1 . 9 1 . 4 
Both 1 4- 11 .7 15 1 3 . /2 29 1.::: . 5 

1 5-19 
Spanish only 1 . 9 1 . 4 
Both 1 4 11.7 9 8 . 0 23 9 . 9 

20-24 
Spanish only 1 . 9 1 . 4 
Both 9 7. 5 10 8 . 9 19 8 . 2 

25-29 
Engl ish only 1 .8 1 .9 2 . 9 
Both 7 5 . 8 5 4 . 5 1 2. 5.2 

30- 34 
Span i sh only 1 . 9 1 . 4 
Both 8 6 .7 5 4 . 5 13 b . 6 

35 - 44 
Engl ish only 1 .8 1 .9 2 . 9 
Suanish only 1 . 9 1 . 4 
Both 11 9 . 2 8 7.1 19 8 . 2 

45 - 54 
Spanish only 3 2 . 5 2 1. 8 5 2 . 2 
Both 5 4 . 2 6 t) . 3 11 4 .7 

55-6 4 
Spanish only 2 1.7 2 1. 8 4 1.7 
Both 6 5 . 0 6 5 . 3 12 5 . 2 

65-74 
Snanish only 2 1. 8 2 . 9 
Both 3 2 . 5 1 . 9 4 1.7 

7 5 and over 
Snanish only 1 . 9 1 . 4 

Tota l 1 20 100.0 112 100.0 232 100.0 
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Many- of the Spanish- Americans of San Luis who 

could not sneak En;lish could understant it, and they 

were ~ener~lly the people in the older age Broups . If 

they could not speak En4slish very well , they hesitated. to 

speak it at all for fear of criticism. One woman said , 

in Suanish, "I understand almost everything in English , 

but when I go to the stores , I always look for the clerks 

who I know can sneak Snanis:-i. , because the i\Jl~los laugh 

at me and think I am very stuDid . I like to tall-c vd th 

someone who can speak mv ovm lan .,uar:,;e . I think it is 

1sooa. to be able to speak both lan 5uaa,es r s1.;anish and 

Engli sh_? then you don 't suffer so many embarrassments . " 

The R;eneral use of EnP;lish was evident in the 

school - a~e children. En~lish was used more than 3panish 

am.on~ themselves, but at home where there were older 

persons in the fainily, Spanish was used more . In some 

homes Spanish was not spoken at all , but in other homes 

it was annarent that En~lish was used very little. In 

one of these horn.es, while the schedule was being filled 

out, a 4 - year- old boy , who had been listenin ·'.; intently 

asked. his mother , "Why are you speakin <?; so much ::,;n ,,._;l i sh 

nmv? I don ' t know v1hat vou ' re savin~~ -" 

The only langua ,2.;e that child:;~en under the a ~e 

of 9 years could read and v1ri te was Bn slish. 'Tl:J.is , of 

course, is to be exnected because En-:.slish is ·the 18..Il:;ua~e 

used in the school . Above this a ,·e , the mm.ber of person~ 



who conld read and writ3 both English and Spanish was a 

majority . Their ability to read and write Spanish vras 

primarily due to their speaking knowled;;e of the lan.31.rn,~e . 

This made it easier for theJ 1, to l earn to read it and to 

write it . Sor.1e of then studied it as a foreign lanc;uage 

in high school and college . In the older age .~roups , or 

those above the age of 45 , there vvas an. increasing; number 

of persons who could read and write only Spanish . This 

y,as due to their more limited lmovrled.ge of En'slish and 

also to the tyue of schooling they hacl. Vfhere they studied 

only in Snanish . 

Table 21 shows that out of 69 chil~ren under 

9 years of age , nine could wr i t e only En;lish ; 60 could 

not w-rite at all . Of the 88 persons in the age groups 

10- 14 , 15 - 19 , 20- 24 and 25- 29 , 63 could write both English 

and Sr;>anish , 23 could vrri te only 'Sn:~li sh and two could not 

write . In the age ~roups 30- 34 , 35-44 and 45 - 54 there 

were 52 nersons . Forty of these nersons could write 

both English and Snanish , four could write only English , 

five could vn~i te only Spanish and three could not vrri te . 

Above the age of 55 years there were 23 persons, of whon , 

14 could vvr i te both Snanish and English , seven co1.1ld 

write Spanish only and two could not write . 

The number of Dersons who could ree.d ei t~1er 

Snanis· or Jn3lish or both was almost identical to the 

number of nersons wi10 could write these languages ( Table 2,e ). 



?4 

Table 21 . POPULATION WRITING SPANISH AND 
SEX AND AGE 

I~NGLISH , BY 

Group 
kale J!-.emale M:ale and Female Age 

No. Percen'E No . Percent No . Percent 

0- 4 
Neither 2,0 16.6 15 l ~S . 4: 35 15.1 

5 
Neither 4 3 . 3 3 2 .? ? 3 . 0 

6 - 9 
Neither 8 6 .? 10 8 . 9 18 ?.8 
En..-.·lish only 4 3 . 3 5 4 . 5 9 3 . 9 .. .) 

10-14 
English only 9 ?.5 9 8 .0 18 ?.8 
Both 5 4 . 2 ? 6.2 12 5 . 2 

15-19 
Neither 1 . 9 1 . 4 
En,_;lish only 1 .8 1 .9 2 . 9 
Both 13 10.8 8 ?.l 21 9.1 

20 - 24 
Neither 1 .9 1 . 4 
EnP;lish only 1 . 9 1 . 4 
Both 9 ?.5 9 8 . 0 18 ?.8 

25- 29 
English on ly 1 . 9 1 . 4 
Both 8 6.? 5 4 . 5 1 3 5 . 6 

30- 34 
Spanish only 1 . 9 1 . 4 
Both 8 6.? 5 4 . 5 13 5 .6 

35T44 
Neither 1 . 9 1 . 4 
En~lish only 2 l.? 2 1.8 4 l.? 
Spanish only 1 . 9 1 . 4 
Both 10 8 . 3 6 5 . 3 16 6 . 9 

45 - 54 
Neither 1 .8 1 . 9 2 . 9 
Spanish only 2 l.? 1 .9 3 1.3 
Both 5 4 .2 6 5 . 3 11 4 .? 

55 - 64 
Spanish only 2 l.? 3 2 .? 5 2 . 2 
Both 6 5 .0 5 4 . 5 11 4 .? 

65-?4 
Neither 1 . 9 1 . 4 
Spanish only 1 .8 1 .9 2 .9 
Both 2 l.? 1 .9 3 1.3 

?5 and over 
Neither 1 . 9 1 .4 

Total 1 20 100.0 112 100.0 232 1 00 .0 
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Table 22 . POPULATION READING SPA.l."\fISH A.l."\fD ENGLISH , BY 

SEX AlJD AGE 
. 

Ase Group Male Female Iviale and Female 
No . Percent No . Percent No . Percent 

0- 4 
Ne ither 21 17.5 15 1 3 . 4 36 1 5 . 5 

5 
Neither 3 2 . 5 3 2 .7 6 2 . 6 

6 T9 
Ne ither 8 6 .7 10 8.9 18 7. 8 
English only 4 3 . 3 5 4 . 5 9 3 . 9 

10-14 
English only g 7. 5 9 8 . 0 18 7. 8 
Both 5 4 . 2 7 6 . 2 1 2 5 . 2 

1 5 -19 
Neither 1 . 9 1 . 4 
English only 1 . 8 1 . 9 2 . 9 
Both 13 10. 8 8 7 .1 21 9 .1 

20-24 
Neither 1 . 9 1 . 4 
English only 1 . 9 1 . 4 
Both 9 7.5 9 8 .0 18 7.8 

25- 29 
En e;lish only 1 . 8 1 . 9 2 . 9 
Both 7 5 , 8 5 4 . 5 12 5 .2 

30- 34 
Spanish only 1 , 9 1 . 4 
Bo th 8 6 .7 5 4 . 5 13 5 .6 

35- 44 
Ne ither 1 . 9 1 . 4 
English only 2 1.7 2 1.8 4 1.7 
Both 10 8 , 3 7 6 .2 17 7. 3 

45 - 54 
Ne ither 1 . 8 1 . 9 2 • g 
Spanish only 2 1 .7 1 .9 3 1.3 
Both 5 4 . 2 6 5 . 3 11 4 .7 

55- 64 
Spanish only 2 1.7 3 2 .7 5 2 .1 
Both 6 5 . 0 5 l,t . 5 11 4 .7 

65-74 
En glish only 1 . 9 1 . 4 
Spanish only 1 .8 2 1. 8 3 1. 3 
Both 2 1.7 2 . 9 

75 and over 
Ne ither 1 . 9 1 .4 

Total 1 20 100.0 +1 2 100.0 232 100.0 



Reli.g;ion 

The ma jority of the popul at ion in the survey 

were members of the Catholic Church, as indicated by 

Tab le 23 . Tvm hundred , or 86 . 2 ne rcent of t he ent ire 

nonula tion studied , gave t he ir religious affiliation as 

Ca t holic. There were 32 persons , or 13 .8 nercent of t he 

nor,ula tion, in all other relj_gions c omb ined , among vrhich 

vrnre Eethodis t , Presbyt erian , J esus Only , and Ep i s copal . 

Table 23 . R~LI GION OF POPULATION , BY SEX 

ReliGion 

Catholic 

Presbyterian 

Iviethodist 

J e sus Only 

Episcopal 

Total 

Kale 

Num- Fer­
ber cent 

105 8 7 . 5 

3 2 . 5 

11 

l 

9 . 2 

. 8 

120 100 . 0 

Jt""'emale 
Num- Fer­
ber cent 

95 

2 

l 

12 

2 

84 . 8 

1 . 8 

. 9 

10 . 7 

1 . 8 

112 100 . 0 

, 

J.-Tale and Female 
Num­
ber 

200 

5 

1 

23 

3 

232 

Per­
ce nt 

86 . 2 

2 . 2 

. 4 

9 . 9 

1 . 3 

100 . 0 

The Church of J e sus Only , more common l y knovm 

j_n San Luis as the Yglesia Ap ostolica de J asucristo , had 

the next l ar ge st membership . It claimed 23 members of 

the nopulation in the survey . It is a reli~ion that was 

est abli shed in San Luis within the l ast 15 or 20 years . 

Some of i t s menbers aoparentlv felt pressure of disappDuv ~ 



Figure ti . --1\WST P:itECIOUt> BLOOD 
CATHOLIC c:,URCH , BUILT IN 
1886 . 



al from the predominantly- Catholic community. One rmn 

said, "We say we belong to the Yglesia Aoostolica de 
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J esucri sto , but ·we never attend services ." One worr.an , 

v,rhen asked about the family's reli ,o; ion said , "Well , I 

5-suess we are rmem.bers of the Church of_7 Jesus Only, but 

it's better that you write down 'Catholic'; we used to 

be Catholics ." 

That the Catholic Church is an imnortru1t nart 

of the tovm of San Luis, is evident in several ways . 'J.1he 

Church building is one of t he most nrominent structures 

in the town . It is located in the land set aside by ~on 

Carlos Beaubien for it when the town ·was first built , 

al though it is not the original buildin ,· . 'l1he only high 

s chool within miles is Our Lady of Mercy High School , a 

Catholic narochial school. 

Our Lady of Mercy school was first established 

as Our Lady of Mercy Academv by the Reverend S . J. Lucero 

in 1905 as a ~rade school , and in 1 911 the high school 

was added to it to take care of the increased enrollment 

(4 :7 4 ). In the 15 years from 1932 to 1946, 188 students 

were graduated from tha t high school, of whom 179 were 

Spanish-./1..1.--iericans (4:22). The school is attended by 

children from San Luis as 1.vell as from all the surroundin,c;; 

comrnuni ties. 

The San Luis Publi c School had 1 2 teac~ers in 

the fall of 1947. Of this number, four were Catholi c 
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Fi ~ure 6 . --ELElillNTA..~Y PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDI N'.1-. 

F i :sur e ? • --ELEMENTARY PUBLI C SCHOOL BUIL'JING--­
NK\IE~ ADDITION . 



Sisters of Hercy, and the other eiE;ht we::..~e Spanish­

Arrericans, including the princinal . 

Social functions of the school and the colle~e , 

as well as those of the town are influenced by the 

Catholic Church . The Church di~anproves of dancin~ and 

social affairs durin~ Lent , conseouently soctal affairs 

for enjoyment az-e not held at thEt time . A few dances 

that have been atterJ.nted durin~ Lent have been failu;res 

because of poor attendance . Other occasions for cancel­

lin~ dances, are deat~s among the members of the Church 

in to~vn, which are mn6unced by the tolling of the Church 

bells . 

Pro<srams for social imporvements anuarently 

get better results if recommended by the uriest . One 

example of this is the Costilla County Health Association . 

To orGa.n.ize it , a certain nU!Pher of mer.bers -✓ms renuired 

by a certain limited time . The drive for membership was 

nrogressing slowly until the benefits of the Association 

were explained by the priest to the con..;regation and thev 

·~re convinced that it was worthwhile to enroll . 3oon 

after that , the m,ubershi9 ouota was not only reached 

but also exceeded. This was probably due to two factors, 

first, that more neonle could be contacted in a shorter 

time throush the Catholic Church and second , that the 

Spanish-Americans of 3an Luis have rmch faith in what 

their nastor recornm-=>nds and are inclined to mistrust new 



Figure ~. -- OUR LADY 01!' Ji-:ERCY HI GH SCT-IOOL , 
SAN LUIS , COL0RA0O . 

. ... , . - .... 

J:i'igure 9 . --SAH LUIS I HSTITUTE O:B' ARTS AND 
CRA1.-'TS , SAN. LUL:3 , C OLO..:UtDO . 
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Churc_1 :1.L.'1C ~ions, lL·rn liCG.1ieht ~:&ss on Christ­

mas Eve, ~nc=i conbined Ch1)rc11 :.....'1.d school functions like 

high school ::;rEdurtion 2.nc . ..J.3.Y Crownirg, which are always 

held in the Catholic Church, at-era.ct such large crowds 

to the church thrt in o-rc:.er to get a seat, people cori1e 

in one or t~,o 1ours early. 'I 1e .i.Jost Precious Blood Church, 

as t11at particu::;..::1r church bui.1..ding is nar,1ed, se---ts abo:1t 

600 'Jersoi.1.s, but those who co 11e later must either sta11c. 

~lon~ the side nisles, in the vestioule or crowd outside 

around the (00r. 'l'hese f-:.:r1ct.ions are ~.ttended by c~.cn­

olics '.ad .?rotestants rlike. 

The yo~12: neo::>le of San i.uis receive much of 

~ eir encour- e~ent to beco .e betuer educ~ted from t~e 

loc~l priest. He freL_:.1entl:,, reminds ther.1 of the v, lues 

of reNul~r school attend~nce n~d urges them to t8~e 

advc.ntage of -c·'l.e ed-1cQt::.0n1.l services of the element-ry 

2.nd hirh schools qnd of the San Luis Institute of Arts 

and Cr3.fts. 

The Institute of Arts and Cr.1.fts r,as e, ~ablishec 

in 1943. It ls locat~d in t~e center of to\ill ccross 

the street from tl-ie C2tholic Churc1, on a oiece of land 

~et aside for public ·Jurooses by Don Carlos Beaubien. 

It is :::.. )"'.r·c of Ld 1 s St&tt. Colle e in Alanos8., 43 ri.iles 

r ·, y. A two-ye-~1~ cor ege course is of:erec there nc! 

hi • 1y e'l"..,(U t0~ ~ +' , .. ..., . ! (~ o: .... ere< .d.:. 'l Sr O 7 '.,, ..., , 



as students from other rlaces , attend . 

docial Or~anizations 

Perhaps the most influential or~anization in 

civic matters in San -'-uis , is the Chru:rb>er of CorJ!lerce . 

Its :membership is not large: for in the year 191.1.'7 it was 

22 . The menbership included persons froFL out of tovm who 

conducted business in San Luis . Only eight of th.e total 

membership 1-..rere Snanish- Americans . 

Besides the Chamber of ComJ erce , the Costilla 

County Real th Assoc i ation , the ;merican Legion and the 

:Jelfare Department , there ~re few other or~anizations , 

and most of them are religious societies . There is The 

Knights of Co l umbus for male adults , The Sacred Heart 

Lea.~ue for female adults , The Crusaders for youn'S boys 

and the Young Catholic Dau~~ters of .AJnerica for young 

girls . 

No i.:iformation was obtainable about the µeni ­

tentes, sometimes referred to , in San Luis , as Los 

Herma.nos de j'{uestro Padre Jesus , or Los Herma.nos 

Peni tentes . Ho one seemed to know ',''ho the leader was 

nor how le.rge the membershi-p was a t the time of the 

survev . There were a few old men who claimed they belon3e 

to the or~ani7,ation , but it is a0parent that i f the 

society sti l l exists , it is in a state of disor~anization . 

The 1:orada vrhich was their meeting :ilace is now in ruins 

and neglected . There appears to be no effort being made 



to re - build it. 

There are two other or~anizations in San Luis 

1Nhich are Valley- wide and to which several nersons from 

San Luis Belon-; .. Thev are the Sociedad Protection 

k:utua de Traba,j adores Unidos , more cornnonly knmm as 

~- P . K. D. T. U., and the Feme~ilas . Th9y are very 

similar in essence , but the Sociedad Protection Yutua 
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de Traba.j adores Unidos is an or . .i;anization for men while 

tn.e Femenilas is an or;anization for women . Their ma in 

-ournose is mutual aid for menbers and i,heir families by 

nersonal help and insurance . Their funds are r e i sec1 by 

dues and contributions and by sponsorin;,; social functions . 

Political particination 

The number of persons ove~ the age of 21 years 

who voted at the last local and .:;eneral elections were , 

5'1 out of "5 men and 47 out of 51 i:10men , or a total 

nercentage of 91 . 6, as sho¥m in Table 24 . The peo~le 

of San Luis , in 11;eneral , sho10r more interest in local 

elections than in state or national elections . The 

local candidates are , as a rule , people wriom they knm.r 

anr from whom they ex,ect to ~ai n benefits once they 

are nut in office . 



Figure 10 . -- 'J1:fill IWRADA, TE OLD M:::rrI:IG 
PLACE 01'' TJ?J; PENI'l1R1NT~S . 
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Table 24 . PBRSONS 21 YEkl.S OF AGE AND OV ,R. VOTING AT 
LAS'r G.,..~N.,,:qAl A, rD L0'.)_4.l EL:2CTIO:·JS 

Le.s t 
Election 

Local 

Male 

Number 

Voting 50 
Not voting 5 

Total 55 

General 
Voting 
Not voting 

'rotal 

50 
5 

55 

Female 

Number 

4 7 
4 

51 

47 
4-

51 

J/Eale and 

Number 

97 
9 

106 

9 7 
9 

106 

lt'e:ciale 

Percent 

91 . 6 
8. 4 

100 .0 

91.6 
8.4 

100.0 
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At the time of the s tud y , the Costilla County 

offices of Judge , Clerk and. Recorder , Sheriff, Treasurer , 

Assessor , Superintendent of Schools, Coroner and Clerk 

of District Court we r e all filled by Spanish-American 

officials. The deputies to the County officials and the 

t11ree members of the Board of County Commissioners v1ere 

a lso Snanish- .AJnericans . The sin;-~le exception being the 

office of Coun. ty Surveyor , w11.ich vms filled by an An~lo­

American official. 

I n nrecinct number 1 (San Luis ), the t wo 

Just ices of the P<:>ace v e ·e 3panish-.A.mericans and t 11e 

Constable was 1,nglo-Ameri can. 

County an d pree inct officials 
' 

Alto~ether , 17 out of 19 

were Spanish- Arnericans . 



Figure 1 1. --COSTILLA COff'JTY COURT HOUSE , 
BUILT IN 1883 . 

Figure 1 2 . --lJNI'I1ED STATES POST OFFICB , SAN 
LUIS , COLORADO. 
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Chapter VI 

0OCIO- ECONOMIC AS:.:'ECTS 01f SELEC'l"'J:D G.'.1OUP 

Types of horn.es 

The Pueblo, the .::ip anish-American and t 10 An ~lo­

American tynes of architecture can be traced in the 

buildings of San Luis . The earliest buildin~s no longer 

stand , but vesti~es of the Pueblo tyne of architecture 

are found in the older buildin:,.;s 1Pi th t l-teir massive walls , 

uneven vigas (rafters ) and mud plasterinP:; . 'J~he Spanish­

Arlerican architecture is evident in the gron:os of one ­

storied , flat - roofed , adobe houses which were orin;in:111 v 

built in clusters around a patio . Homes were erected 

fort - like in a square with thic ~ a rrow-proof walls . This 

type of architecture grew out of the need for defense . 

Onlv parts of these structures rema in , as they have b een 

.csiving way to the n ewer , Angl o- American type of building . 

The new buildin i;,; s have retained many of the 

qualities of Spanish- American architecture . Adobe is 

still used in most bui l din1s, which vary in auality ac ­

cording to the econor i c status of the 0 wner . Some adobe 

buildin~s are carefully built , with a great deal of skill 

and labor . The walls are stuccoed and the roofs are 

shingled or covered with tar paper, tile or Oth~r com­

merci alized roofing . Most of the newer homes have Gabled 



roofs 1,vhich are suuerior to the flat roofs that leak 

almost every time it rains da_rn.ag i ng the ceilin1s v:hich , 

in the flat - roofed houses , are frequently ~ade of white 

muslin cloth tightly stretched from wall to wall . A few 

new buildings are of bri ck and re cently cinder blocks 

are being used for construction . The shift is a notice ­

able chan,:se from old Spanish-.Arierice,n to new Anglo ­

American architecture . 

Table 25 shows that 28 house~olds lived in 

horr:.es that were ei tner cern.ent plastered or stuccoed . 

Some of these homes were new; others were remodeled and 

rn.ade to appear more modern . Tvro houser1olds lived in 

frame houses and the remaining 20 households lived in 

mud - -olastered or unplastered homes . One man , whose new 

house was not plastered , said , "I intend to put stucco 

on the wal ls , but I have to wait because it is very 

costly and I can ' t affort it yet . 11 

Table 25 . CONSTRUCTION OF HOUSES 

Type of house 

Brick or stuccoed 
Adobe- - mud - plastered or unplastered 
Frame 
Other 

Total 

Number of houses 

28 
20 

2 

50 



Fig;ure 13. --VUTI- PLAST}::: Uff} I ' C01 
-

;:,-olJ ALONG 'fHE T~OivIES OF PEOPLE IN 
LO ,rER- =i-JCOlV~ B3.ACX~TS . 

Figure 1 4 .--ELECTRIC ITY :f.A.S FOUND 
ITS WAY I NTO OLD A:>OBE .t{Qr :ES . 



Fi ~ure 15 . --SOEE NKl HOMES AR~ 1TELL 
CUN.3T=tUCTED AND l'ODED~l\T . 

Fi gure 16 .--'}ABLE:!:) ROOFS .AND STUD­
COED WALLS ARr: TO BE FOUND IN 
SEVERAL NEW HOii!ES . 
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Room-pers9...u ratio 

The homes of the population in the survey had 

a size range of from 1 to 10 rooms (Table 26). The aver­

age size of house was 4.2 rooms (Table 27), and the aver­

age size of household was 4.6 persons, therefore there 

was an average of less than one room, or about nine­

tenths of a room, per person (Table 28). 

·:rable 26. Tu1.EiBER OF ROm,m .?ER HOYlE, bY SIZE OF FA.tvIILY 

Size of Number of Homes 
Family Number of rooms per home: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Total 

2 1 3 4 2 1 1 12 

3 2 l 1 3 2 2 11 

4 3 2 1 6 

5 1 1 1 1 1 5 

6 2 2 2 1 7 

7 1 . 1 

8 1 1 2 

9 1 1 

10 1 1 1 3 

11 2 2 

Tot·:>.l 3 
~ 7 13 8 I 5 l 1 50 0 "-i-

II 



1I1able 27. NUJVIBER OF _,._QOMS PER liOME 

Number of Rooms Number of Percent of 
Per Home Homes Homes 

1 3 6 .0 
2 8 16. '1 

3 7 1 4 .0 
4 13 26 .0 

" 8 16 . 0 V 

6 4 8 .0 
7 5 10.0 
8 
9 1 2 . 0 

10 1 2.0 

4.2 (median) 50 100 .0 

Table 28 . fflJ}ffiER OF Romm p-,:R PERSON 

Rooms Per Person 
Number of Percent of 

Homes r-!omes 

. 01 - . 49 9 18.0 

. 50- . 99 15 30 .o 
1.00-1.49 10 20 . 0 
1.50-1.99 3 6 .0 
2 . 01-2 . 49 9 1 8 .0 
2 . 50-2 . 99 2 4 .0 
3 . 00-3 . 49 
3 . 50-3.99 1 2 . 0 
4 .00-4 . 49 
,1:_ 50-4 . gg 1 2 . 0 

. 90 (median) 50 100.0 



Table 29 shows thAt the major ity of households 

had one or more uersons ner room . Ei~hteen households 

had fewer than one person uer room . The United States 

c ensus for 1 940 shows that 88 . 1 percent of the dwellin~ 

units in Colorado had 1 . 50 or fm'ler De r sons ·oe r room. 

(41 : 334 ). In comparison , the population in this study 

shm~s that 60 . 0 nercent of the homes had 1 . 49 or fevver 

uersons and that 72 . 0 nercent of the homes nad 1 . 99 or 

fewer uersons, ·which indicates that tnere was less 

crowding in these homes at t,1e time of the study than 

there was in the ,3 tate of Colorado as a w-hole , in 1 940 . 

Table 29 . :,;m.m~R OF ?J::RSOFS PER -qor11i: 

Persons Per Room Number of Percent of 
Homes Homes 

. 01 - • 4-9 6 1 2 . 0 

. 50- . 99 12 2,.1: . 0 
1 . 00-1 . ·'19 12 2l± . 0 
1 . 50- 1 . 99 G l? . O 
2 . 00- 2 . 49 5 l'J . O 
2 . 50- . 99 4 8 . 0 
3 . 00-3 . ,,i,,g 4 8 . 0 
3 . 50--3 . 99 
':.. . 00 - 4 . 49 

. 50- 4 . 99 1 2 . 0 

1 . 10 (median) 50 100 . 0 

Three of the families in the study vrere living 

in sin~le rooms in houses occunied by other families . 

They Yrnre all young couples livin.g teTu.u orarily in their 



parent s' horn.es. 

Household facilities 

95 

Electricitv is ner~ans one of the nost essen ­

tial modern facil i ties in the li11erica!1 home , and it is 

easily accessible to most of the people of jan ~uis . 

Although the majority of the households had elect~icity , 

t l1 ere ·was a comparatively high number , 8 out of 50 house ­

holds , that did not have it , as can be seen in Table 30 . 

TiNo of the ho:ries that did not have electricity we:-ce new 

and wiring; was not coml)leted , but the other six rrnre 

hories of families in the lower - income bracket s v,r'lere not 

onl v electricity but other conveniences were lackin~ . In 

these b.0P1es kerosene lam~os wel~e used for li,:,;htin ,; , wash­

ing vvas done on scrub boards and 'msh tubs ano iron in:=; 

was done ·\,.ri th fl·=1tirons 'Nhich 1vere heated on the cook 

stove , an'' coal and Hood stoves were used for hea tin~ . 

Neither running water , refri~erators , radios nor auto­

mobi l es v-rere O'.med by these households . 

Table 30 also shows that only 10 out of 50 

househo l ds had wa er pined into the house . Those house ­

holds that did have runnin~ vmter had nri vcte water pumps 

electrically povrered to furnish water for the house . 

This s ituation vms due to the absence of a town water 

system . Ouen vrnlls and hand - ,)W.UPS v,e::·e common . Several 

persons exnressed the desire for running water in the 

house but considered it a diffic 1.1l t and expensive nro,i ect 



to undertalrn individually and hoped that t he tovm would 

soon have both a 'Na t er system and a sewage disposal 

svstem . One 'voman sai d , " vve have been vmrking in Denver 

for three years , and no•v that vrn are back home w·e can't 

1et Rccustomed to the l ack of modern conveniences; s o we 

are planning to go back to Denver . The thine; I miss mos t 

out here is running ',"ater." 

Table 30 . CONSTRUCTION OF HOUSE Mh) ~-IOU,:3I:" 10LD FAGILITIF.S 
OF 50 EOUS2HOL-1S 

Cons truction of House 
Brick or Stuc coed 
Adobe--Mud Plast ered or 

Unpl astered 
Li~ht ing Facilities 

Electric 
Gas Ma~t le or Pressure 
Oil or Other 

Water Pined into House 
Yes 
No 

Powe r Washer 
Ye s 
No 

Refri a;erator 
I e chan ica l 
Ice 
None 

Radio 
Yes 
No 

Telephone 
Yes 
No 

Automobile 
Yes 
No 

Daily Nevrnpaper 
Yes 
No 

Number 

28 

22 

42 

8 

10 
40 

37 
13 

10 

40 

33 
17 

7 
43 

20 
30 

19 
31 

Percent 

56 . 0 

84 . 0 

16 . 0 

20 . 0 
80 . 0 

74 . 0 
26 . 0 

20 . 0 

80 . 0 

66 . 0 
34: . 0 

1 4 . 0 
86 . 0 

40 . 0 
6') . 0 

38 . 0 
62 . 0 



More than one-half of the ponulation in the 

survey, tither own ed washin~ machines or had access to 

t:iem . Table 30 shows that 37 out of 50 households owned 

washing machines , all of which ':ere operated bv electric 

novrnr . Refrigeration facilities were less common, for 

only 10 households had refrigerators. These were elec­

trically onerated . 

Communicat ion 

The most common means of contact with the out­

side world for the people of San Luis, i s the radio . 

Table 30 shovrn that 33 out of 50 families in the survey 

had radios . The radio has probably done more than any 

other one thing to bring news to the residents of San 

Luis. It is also·an important factor in farailiarizing 

the people with the En,:?;lish lan:~ua-;e , hovrnv-er , it is 

used more as a r:1eans of en tertainL~en t than of information. 

Most people s!101.ved a p!'eference for the Tiusical nro~rams . 

One mother said that she used to listen to all the news 

brodcasts during the war , but no~, that the war was over 

and her boys were back, her worries were over . She would 

rather listen to music now . Radio has brought the 

nopular sorn~s into common use amon~ the younger popula­

tion. They are familiar vii th the Ew;lish sangs of the 

day, but they have forgotten or have never learned many 

of the Suanish songs. 

Almost every business nlace in San Luis had a 
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telephone , but very fev1 families had them in the homes . 

Table 30 shows that 7 out of 50 families had telephones 

at ho~e . The small nuJr.ber of t elep1.on~s in the homes . 

vrns partly due. to the expense i nvolved~ and nartly due 

to the lack of need for the tel ephone . Stores , busin8ss 

and nei-9::hbors vrere within walking distance and a telenhone 

vras not of much u se . 

Table 3n shows tha t 19 out of 50 households 

received a daily newspaper . Some persons stated that 

al thoue,;h t hev did not receive a neHsnaper re -~ularly in 

their home , t hey bought one frequently . However many 

of the households receive~ the "Heraldo del Valle" or · 

"Valley Herald", a local weekly , printed both in Spanish 

and in English and contain in,g mostlv local news . 

T;•;enty househol"' s ovmed automobiles as Table 30 

indicates . A fevr others owned small trucks . The auto ­

mobile has been another noticeable factor in breakints 

dmm isolation and in bri ngin-s n ew ideas t o the peonle 

of San Luis . The:ce are fmr persons who have not traveled 

by automobile to other States for nleasure or in search 

of emoloyrr.ent . 

San Luis had four main hif.!,hVTays at the time 

this survey was made . One led to the north, one to the 

we st, one to the so11thwest and one to the southeast . Thesi 

roads are sho~:m in Figure 17 . The north and the southwest 

roads are ")aved and 1.rnll traveled . The north road runs 
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to Fort Garland , 16 miles away and from there to points 

in northern Colorado . The southwest road runs to Costilla 

New Mexico , 19 miles away and to southern localities . The 

vrnst road runs to San Acacio, nine miles a-Jay , and to the 

large farrrin~ areas ,vest of San Luis. The southeast road 

runs to the several small communities soutteast of San 

Luis, including San Pedro , San Pablo , Jan Francisco, 

San Isidro and Chama . This road also joins with the 

\lhiskey Pass road 1.-irhich was be~un about ten years a ~o 

but construction vras discontinued durin-; the v.rar . When 

conpleted , the '.Jhiskey Pass road, 1'.rill open a s11.orter 

route f~om Costilla County across the San~re de Cristo 

Ran~e into Huerfano County . 

Trail' 1ays Bus service connects San Luis ri th 

other tovms of Colorado and Nev'T Mexico . The bus :;oes 

through San Luis twice daily :JJ.akin~ stops in to'm on each 

trip . 





Chapter VII 

THE EFFECT OF SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS 

UPON COMM-UNITY ADJUSTMENT 

1(11 · 

The people of Sa.n Luis are not living in an 

isolated community. The r adio, the automobile and the 

newspaper are all accessible to the greatest number. 

These facilities, together with daily bus and mail serviceJ 

are helping to famili arize the present generation of 

Spanish-A.~ericans with the culture of the country of 

their birth. Its language, its customs, its government, 

its industry and its economy are no longer as incompre­

hensible to them as they were to their ancestors. They 

are accepting its culture as part of their own. Each 

succeeding generation is making a better adjustment to 

the civilization into which it is born. 

Several f actors have been responsible for 

hastening ad justment of the Spanish-Americans of San Luis 

not only to their ovm cornfiluni ty but also to the world out­

side. Perhaps the most i mportant have been the schools 

and appreciation of education. The Spanish-Americans 

have discovered tha t educa tion improves their economi c 

security and comfort, and consequently larger numbers 

are completing high school and attending college. 

An.other factor in adjustment is the knowledge 

[fBRARY 
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of Engli sh t hat t he Spanish- Amer icans ha.ve a cquired. 

English has r epl aced Spanish in the schools and to a 

l ar ge extent in business and i n conversa tion. :Many of 

the older people_ regret t he enforced change but admit 

that they wish they coul d s :peak English more fluently 

when they come in contact vith English-speaking people. 

The matter of preference is apparently not a f actor in 

this change. The use of l anguage is more the result of 

learning, habit and convenience than of choice. 

None of the social organiza tions in San Luis 

is exclusive to either Spanish-Americans or to Anglo­

Amer icans. Meetings are attended by all citizens, but 

by virtue of their maj ori ty in number s, Spanish- Americans 

compri s e t he greater part of the membership. They also 

fill most of t he political offices of t he County. 

The broader under s t anding brought about by t he 

f actors f avorable to ad jus tment have to a l arge extent 

removed , in rec ent years, t he earlier feeling of sus picion 

and hos t i l ity existing between both the Spanish-speaking 

people and the English-speaking people. Each group now 

sees the ot her more a s h1.,lulan beings with similar needs 

and possibil ities than t hey did before. In San Luis, 

members of both groups can be found planning together 

and working together toward community improvement. The 

effects of such coopera tion are evident in t he improved 

health and educa tional f acilities, in the plans for more 



and better recreational activities, and in improved 

safety regulations and fire prevention. 

:lO~ 

Some factors have retarded adjustment of the 

Spanish-American_s to their community. There are still 

traces of complete satisfaction with old customs and 

traditions, almost one mi ght say a feeling of respect 

for the ancient days and a pride in past achievements. 

There is, especially among some of the older people, a 

reluctance toward accepting the newer ways of living. 

Occasionally one hears stories, real or imaginary, of 

earlier injustices committed against Spanish-Americans 

by Anglo-Americans. These stories are carried down from 

father to son and are not easily forgotten. 

Unfortunately there are some among the least 

informed Anglo-Americans, who consider the Spanish­

Americans inferior regardless of their own status. Be­

cause of this, some Spanish-Americans are faced with 

prejudices which will plague their progress . Occasionally, 

too, they are faced with social disapproval from those 

of their own group who despise the dominance of the Anglo­

American and who claim that those who turn to education 

are trying to rise above their people or feel too good 

for them. This social disapproval acts as a non-reward 

or punishment and results in discouraging further at­

tempts at learning. 

Most of the factors retarding adjustment are 
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apparently in the minds of the r ank and file of citizens 

toward each other, while most of the favorable factors 

are concrete activities of the current times. Therefore, 

positive adjustment depends upon the reorganiza tion of 

many of the attitudes of individuals. This will be ac­

complished only on t he basis of a genera l advance of cit­

izens to t he level of understanding. 

Somewhat reluctantly, but inevitably, the 

Spanish-American culture is yielding to the dominant 

Anglo-American culture. The change is not complete and 

the Spanish-Amer icans still meet many difficulties in 

the process of adjustment, but the trend is definitely 

leading to a corn.plete absorption of the culture of the 

Spanish-.American by tha t of t he Anglo-American. In the 

process, however, the Anglo-~~1erican culture is modified, 

for the Spanish-American culture has left its indelible 

marks in language, r,1usic, folklore, architecture, foods, 

crafts, customs and Southwestern nomenclature. 



The 

San Luis have 

grounds since 

present time. 

Chapter VIII 

SUMMARY 

Spanish-American people now residing 
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in 

had a combination of nationality back-

the coming of the first Europeans to the 

In changing from Spanish to Mexican rule 

their culture was relatively undisturbed, but the Anglo­

American influence brought with it a culture different 

from that which they had known for generations . 

Circumstances are forcing the Spanish-Americans 

to replace their old Spanish heritage with the Anglo­

American culture. These changes have been slow and 

gradual, but when the present status of the culture of 

the Spanish-Americans is compared with that of their 

earlier culture it revea:s that many changes have taken 

place, and that others are still taking place. 

In this study, the writer found tha t 1uany of 

the Spanish-American families in San Luis v1ere mixed 

families. Although some of them still call themselves 

Spanish, their names are non-Spanish, they are children 

of mixed-parentage, or they are married to Anglo-American~ 

The nationality background of these people and of their 

children is no longer Spanish alone. 

Both the Spanish and the English languages are 
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used in conversation among t he Spanish-Americans of San 

Luis. But the significant fact is that the younger groups 

use English more frequently and on more occasions than do 

the older groups_. 

The illa jority of the population realizes the 

importance of education. The older people wish they had 

had more formal education and are hopeful that their chil­

dren will receive as much as possible. The younger people 

are making greater efforts to attain it and are receiving 

more than their parents did before them. 

The Catholic Church is still the predominating 

religious body as it was in 1851, when San Luis was estab­

lished. Its influence is felt in several ways in the 

community, but most obviously in education. It was the 

first source of formal education in the community. Until 

1943, when the San Luis Institute of Arts and Crafts was 

established, it had provided the highest available formal 

education in that area. 

The social organizations in San Luis are few in 

number, and their memberships are not large. Religious 

societies have, by far, the largest active memberships 

of the organizations in the community. 

The writer found that the Spanish-American 

peoyle of San Luis participate actively in politics, 

especially in local politics . A large ma jority of the 

populati on of voting age voted at both the last local 
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and natio:i.lal elections. And almost all the Costilla 

County offices were filled by Spanish-American officials. 

The types of occupations that the people of 

San Luis engage .. in are varied. The greatest proportion 

of adult males are unskilled workers and the greatest 

proportion of adult females are homemakers. There are 

few farmers in San Luis although it is the center of a 

farming area, but most of the farmers do not live within 

the tovm limits. 

The homes in which the majority of Spanish­

.American households in San Luis live inQicate a low 

economic status. N[ost horces are three-room and four­

room houses, built of adobe. Nevertheless, the majority 

of homes have stuccoed walls and gabled roofs, in con­

trast to the mud-plastered walls and flat-roofed homes 

of a few generations ago. This is another indication of 

a cultural change. 

Electricity is easily available to the homes 

in San Luis, and the majority of homes do have this con­

venience. Radios and v,rashing machines are common, but 

very fev;r homes have running water and refrigerators. 

Telephones are found only in the homes of the few people 

in the higher economic brackets. 



ios 

A P P E N D I X 



:109 

Appendix ·A . - ·-'..i.'I-IE 3C1CDULE 



Number of schedule 

Late 

H 
(l) 

,0 
E 
::i z No.me 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14:. 
---

>< (I) 

(l) bD 
en c:i:: 

' 

- -

. . co ,-{ 

'D .p (I) 
p:: ti) 1:1: 

(I) 

0 ...-1 ,...:i 
.µ co 

.µ (I) . .,-! 'D 
...-1 H co 
(l) co H 
p::: ~-i 

-"< c:, 

--

' O'.I 
(I) 

ix: 

4-1 
0 

. 
,.Q 
.J..:l 

al) 
...:I 

3CHH~DUjJ1 

Part I 

Place 
Occupa- of 
tion v:ork 

,-

_ .... 

·- ~ 

hacial descent of Fusband 

mcial descent of Wife 

Voted at last 
Election Language 

Local National English Spanish 

y N y N R w s R w s 

. ._ 

__ ,_ - ~ 

,_ -- --

Religion 

-

-
.... 
)-, 
0 



SCHEDULE 

Part II 

11.:1 

1. Construction of house: Brick or Stuccoed 

2 . Room-person ratio : 

.3 . 'Lighting f acil ities: 

---
Adobe--Mud- plastered ----

Unplastered -----
Frame Other --- ------
Number of roo.ms -------
Number of persons ------
Electric ----------
Gas Mantle or Pressure 

Oil lamp or other ------
4 . Water piped into house? Yes _____ No _____ _ 

5 . Povrer washer? 

6. Refrigerator: 

7. Radj_o'? 

8 . Telephone 

Yes No ----- -------
Mechanical 

Ice ------------
None ------------
Yes No ----- -------
Yes No ----- -------

0 . Automobile (other tha..'1 truck)?Yes No --- -----
1 0 . Family takes daily newspaper? Yes No --- -----

Notes ano ·comments 
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