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Woman painting a celluloid
of Pinocchio in the Ink &
Paint Department.
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Women hand-mixing every
paint color needed for that
day at the Disney Studios.
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Warr Disnev's’ Snow Ushite 22 Seven Dwarfs

June 7, 1938
ss Mary V. Ford

Dear Miss Ford:

Your letter of recent. date has been reccived in the Inking
and Painting Departmcnt for reply.

Vi do not do any of the creative work in connection with
preparing the cartoons for the sereen, as that work is per-
formed entirely by young men. For this reason girls are not
considered for the training school.

The only work

on clear

consigts of tracing the characters

sheets with India ink and filling in the
tracings on the reverse side with paint according to dirccti
In order to apply for

pen to women
celluloid s

pl3 a position as "Inkep" or "Painter" it

s necessary that one 2ppear at the Studie, bringing samples
of pen and ink and water color work. It would not be advisnble
to come to Hollywood with the above specifically in view, as
there are really very few openings in comparison with the
number of girls who apply.

Yours very truly,

WALT DISNEY PRODUCTIONS, LTD.

By:
MEC

HOLLYWOOD, CAL.
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& Animated Disney women came to represent everything the women who brought them to life were not:

simple, helpless, and acknowledged.

The Leading Casl

Women have worked at the Walt Disney Company from the first
day the small animation studio opened in 1923. Since then,

women have continued to be the driving force behind most major
Disney films. Women of all artistic levels worked on the final

moving images we still watch today. However, some exceptional

women drew against the grain and forever left their mark on
Disney and animation history.

Retla Scott

First woman to have on-screen

credit as an animator in a Disney
film in Bambi (1942).

A

Blanca Majolie

The first woman to work in Disney’s Story
Department. She is credited with bringing

“pathos” into Disney storytelling, which is
still seen in most Disney films today.
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Called a “genius” by Walt Disney, she was
one of the few women who had the tenacity

to not only survive, but thrive in the “fraternity”
that was the Animation Department.
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“Women do not do any of

Blair lead the Art Department and created
the art style that Disney animators emulate
————— today. Also designed the famous Disney —
| — theme park ride, “it’s a small world,” where
' .. PNl E 626 - S her art and flair for color lives on today.
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entirely by young men.” Bl |
- Walt Disney Rejection Letter

«  The first woman to co-direct a Disney
= | | animated film in 2013, on the film Frozen.
LR N - Lee is now the Chief Creative Office for Walt
Women in the Ink & Paint Department dressed up
(1938) for work every day and wore white gloves, despite o —
S S the precision necessary for their jobs.

Disney Animation Studios, taking over for
John Lasseter.
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Sylvia Moberly-Holland ‘



