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Statement

Taylor Cleveland
Graphic Designer

The approach | take with my artwork is very fluid and always
changing. Much of my design work reflects my growth not only as a
graphic designer but also as a person. I'm not the kind of person
who sketches out numerous ideas until | find something that works.
If | sit there and overthink it, it forms a road block and nothing is
getting through. | find my best work comes from trial and error of
actually working on the computer and most of the time, those errors
or accidental mistakes, turn out to be what is most interesting and
eye-catching about the piece.

Much of my own creations stem from research along with inspiration
from the places I've been, the people | see, or just my own personal
experiences. | need to be able to understand the client’s needs and
the message they want to portray with their company in order for me
to design a concept that is accepted by both the client and their
target audience.

One thing I find myself struggling with when approaching various
projects is overthinking that what | have is too simple. Less isn’t
always more but it is something that has deemed effective in my
work. When people view my design work, | want it to read like a
story, having their eye move easily through the piece. | want each
aspect of it to have a purpose and meaning, in addition to having the
audience take notice of that as well. Each line, text, and design
element is in its place for a reason.

One of my greatest inspirations for many of my works derives from
American Designer, Paula Sher. Her typographical designs are so
elaborate, that looking forward into my design career, | hope to
constantly challenge myself with new ways in approaching design
solutions. My goal is to create something that is not just
aesthetically pleasing but also unique all in its own.
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Figure 7: Beasts Poster #2.
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Figure 12: Heart Poster.
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en the sun rises on December 22, as it surely will:do not expect apologies or even a rethink. No matter how often
apocalyptic predictions fail to.come frue, another one soon arrives. And the prophets of apocalypse always drawa
fnllowing—from the 100,000 Millerites whe took to the hills in 1843, awaiting the end of the Warld. to the thousands who
helieved in Harold Camping: the Christian radio troadeaster who forecast the final rapture inbioth 1994 and 2011

Religinus zealnts hardly have a manopoly on apocalyptic thinking. Consider some of the eaviranmental cataclysms that so many experts promised

werg inevitable. Best-selling econamist Rabert Heilbraner: in 1874: “The outlook for man; | believe is painful, difficult, perhaps desperate, and the
hape that can be held out for his future prospects seem to be very slim indeed.” Or best-selling ecologist Paul Ekirlich in 1368: “The battle to feed

all of humanity is over. In the 1970 [“and 1980s" was added in 2 later edition] the world will undergo famines—hundreds of millians of peaple are

qoing to starve to death in spite of any crash programs embarked on now ... nathing can prevent a substantial increase in the world death rate.”

Or Jimmy Carter in a televised speech in 1877 “We could use up all of the proven reserves of ol in the entire world by the end of the next decade.”

Predictions of global famine and the end of uil in the 1970s proved just as wrong as end-of-the-world forecasts from millennialist priests. Yet
there s no sign that experts are becoming more cautious about apocalyptic pramises. If anything, the rhetoric has ramped up in recent years.
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Figure 16: Magazine Spread.

Echuing the Mayan calendar folk. the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists moved its
Doemsday Clock one minute closer to midnight at the start of 2012, commenting:
“The global community may be near @ paint of no return in efforts to prevent
catastrophe from changes in Earth's atmosphere.”

“Indeed, we seem
to crave ever-
more-frightening
predictions-we are
now, in writer Gary
Alexander’s word,
apocaholic.”

(ver the five decades since the success of Rachel Garson's Silent Spring in 1862
and the four decades since the success of the Club of Rome's The Limits ta Growth
in 1472, prophecies of doom on a colossal scale have become routine, Indeed, we
seem to crave ever-more-frightening predictions—we are now, in writer Gary
Mexander's word, apocaholic. The past half century has brought us wamings of
population explosions, global famines. plagues, water wars, oil exfhiaustion, mineral
shortages, falling sperm counts, thinning ozone, acidifying rain, nuclear winters, Y2K
bugs. mad cow epidemics. killer begs. sex-change fish. cell-phone-induced brain-cancer epidemics. and climate catastrophes.

WIRED SEP 2012
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