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AUTHORIZATION 

This research was sponsored by the National Science Foundation 

under the Research Grant No. ENG7605896. The project dealt with the 

spatial and temporal distribution of boundary shear stress in rigid 

boundary open channel flows. The investigations included theoretical 

and experimental approachs. The period of the project was from Novem­

ber 1976 to October 1978. The principal investigators at Colorado 

State University were Daryl B. Simons and Ruh-Ming Li. 

In accordance with the National Science Foundation grant policy, 

a summary of the project objectives, the techniques used and the find­

ings and implications of the research has been submitted (NSF form 9SA). 

This report is provided in addition to form 9SA and contains a detailed 

account of the investigation. 
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ABSTRACT 

SPATIAL AND TEMPORAL DISTRIBUTION OF BOUNDARY 

SHEAR STRESS IN OPEN CHANNEL FLOWS 

The objective of this project was to develop a better understanding 

of turbulent boundary shear stress processes. Experimental investigation 

of the spatial and temporal distributions of boundary shear stress were 

conducted using hot-film anemometry techniques. 

Spatial variation and turbulence characteristics of boundary shear 

stress in the cross-streamwise direction were investigated in a rigid 

boundary variable geometry flume. Three trapezoidal and one rectangu­

lar cross section with bottom widths of eight inches were considered. 

Discharge rates ranged from 2832 cm3/s to 14158 cm3/s. Experimental 

results verified Lane's relation of maximum mean tractive force for the 

channel sides and bottom. Probability density estimates of turbulent 

boundary shear stress at a point were consistently skewed and resembled 

a lognormal distribution. 

Streamwise variation of boundary shear stress was measured in the 

nonuniform flow behind a weir. Experimental data compared well to 

analytical computations based on backwater calculations, providing the 

pressure distribution remained hydrostatic. 

An analytical model for prediction of turbulent intensity of 

velocity fluctuations was calibrated and tested. Prediction of velocity 

fluctuations near the wall is important to understanding turbulent 

boundary shear stress processes. Probability density functions of the 
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experimentally measured longitudinal and vertical components of 

velocity were approximately Gaussian distributed. Measured turbulent 

intensity compared well to values predicted by the model. 

Correlation analysis between instantaneous velocity and boundary 

shear stress indicated a strong similiarity of the time series near 

the wall. As the relative depth increased, the correlation coefficient 

between the signals decreased. Secondary current patterns of mean 

velocity were observed to influence the mean boundary shear stress 

pattern around the wetted perimeter of the channel. 
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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 Importance of Research 

The flow of water along an alluvial channel bottom produces forces 

that initiate sediment motion. The amount of sediment entrained depends 

on the characteristics of these forces, referred to as hydrodynamic 

forces in literature on channel stability. For a given sediment parti­

cle a critical or threshold value of the hydrodynamic forces must be 

reached before sediment motion begins. The magnitude of force necessary 

to initiate motion depends on grain size and bed material properties. 

After traveling some distance downstream, sediment entrained with the 

flow can also settle back to the bed surface. The process of sediment 

transport is characterized by this cycle of motion and rest. The rates 

and frequencies at which the cycle occurs are random variables depending 

on sediment characteristics, flow conditions, channel shape, turbulent 

velocity fluctuations and many other factors. The complexity of the 

problem makes design of a stable channel and prediction of geomorphic 

changes in a river bed difficult. According to Lane (1), "A stable 

channel is an unlined earth channel (a) which carries water, (b) the 

banks and bed of which are not scoured objectionably by moving water, 

and (c) in which objectionable deposits of sediment do not occur." 

Knowledge of the hydrodynamic forces at the channel bank and bottom is 

essential for the proper design of a stable channel cross section. 

1.2 Definition of the Problem 

Tractive force, or boundary shear stress, is the tangential 

component of the hydrodynamic forces acting in a direction parallel to 

the channel bottom. (Unless stated otherwise, boundary shear stress and 

shear stress are considered synonymous in this report.) In steady 
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uniform flow the theoretical tractive force is related to channel bed 

slope, hydraulic radius and unit weight of the fluid. According to the 

theoretical derivation the tractive force is assumed uniformly distri­

buted over the channel perimeter. However, it is known that such forces 

are not uniformly distributed nor are they constant at a given location. 

The tractive force is a turbulent quantity consisting of a fluctuating 

component superimposed on the mean value. Stability of a channel will 

depend not only on spatial distribution of the mean value, but also on 

the instantaneous values and statistical characteristics at a given 

point. The influence of turbulent velocity fluctuations on the shear 

flow structure and thus on the turbulent wall shear stress was quali­

tatively stated by Blinco (2). Turbulence affects the processes of 

sediment transport, incipient motion and solid particle sediment and is\ 

important in the design of stable channels. Additionally, the influence 

of the mean velocity distribution and secondary current has been sug­

gested to be significant in determining the spatial distribution of the 

boundary shear stress (18). The nonuniform spatial distribution of mean 

boundary shear stress and the stochastic nature of the instantaneous 

values creates a very complex turbulent structure near the wall boundary. 

The relation of the mean and instantaneous boundary shear stress is 

important if one is to understand open channel flow processes. 

Prediction of spatial distribution of mean boundary shear stress 

has relied on mathematical formulations and semi-empirical relationships. 

The models are derived from the assumption that local boundary shear 

stress is expressible in terms of a postulated velocity distribution in 

the channel cross section, or by analogy to laminar flow. The influence 

of channel bank resistance, secondary current and the turbulent 
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characteristics of the instantaneous component of shear stress are 

neglected. Due to a lack of systematic quantitative and qualitative 

information on the spatial and time variation of the tractive forces in 

channels, the available design of stability criterion is reduced to 

empirical relationships and trial and error. This conventional deter­

ministic approach to stable channel design, taking parameters as exact 

known values, attempts to cope with uncertainty by means of an overall 

stability criterion. However, the implied sense of stability associated 

with a stability criterion may be false, due to the randomness of the 

tractive force. Despite immense interest in boundary shear stress 

processes, no systematic information is available that describes the 

instantaneous boundary shear stress in terms of its spatial and time 

distributions. The effects of channel geometry and hydraulic condition 

on these distributions is inadequate for design purposes. 

1.3 Scope of Work 

Lack of systematic, consistent and complete experimental data has 

hindered development of a more comprehensive understanding of free 

surface turbulent flows. The complexity of the turbulent boundary shear 

stress process makes direct mathematical formulation extremely difficult. 

By investigating the spatial and time distribution of the boundary shear 

stress through a series of systematic experiments, an improved under­

standing of processes that are involved can be achieved. To study the 

problem experimentally requires simplifications. Before investigating 

alluvial channel systems, where sediment transport processes are impor­

tant, a thorough understanding of boundary shear stress in rigid channels 

must be obtained. Rigid channel results would not be directly applicable 

to sediment transport problems; however, it is a necessary simplification 
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in a long-term research effort, where the final objective is a complete 

understanding of alluvial systems. Therefore, the experimental work of 

this project was confined to a rigid boundary system. Coupling the 

experimental effort with mathematical modeling can give new insight into 

the nature of boundary shear stress in open channel flow. 

Hot-film anemometry is a heat transfer technique for measurement of 

turbulence properties in a fluid flow field. Anemometry techniques have 

proven invaluable as research tools for turbulence characteristics due 

to the extremely rapid response of a heated platinum element measuring 

probe placed in the flow field. Originally, the technique was limited 

to use in air flows. , However, technological improvements in the design 

of measuring probes have expanded the capabilities to allow efficient 

operation in rigid boundary water flows as well. 

Recent work at Colorado State University indicates that the 

statistical character of the boundary shear stress process can be deter­

mined by anemometry techniques using flush surface hot-film sensors (2). 

Use of this type of sensor is well suited to the measurement of the 

local boundary shear stress in steady uniform and nonuniform flows with 

smooth hydraulic boundaries. Hot-film velocity anemometer systems have 

also proven valuable for measurement of turbulent velocity. These 

techniques were used in this investigation to study the characteristics 

of turbulent boundary shear stress. A sequence of four separate but 

related experiments were conducted to determine: 1) the cross-streamwise 

variation of mean boundary shear stress in diffe'rent channel shapes, 

'2) the influence of nonuniform flow conditions on the streamwise boundary 

shear stress distribution, 3) the characteristics of turbulent velocity 

fluctuations, and 4) the relationship of the turbulent velocity and 
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boundary shear stress processes and the influence of secondary current 

on the spatial distribution of mean boundary shear stress. 

The cross-streamwise variation of boundary shear stress was studied 

using one rectangular and three trapezoidal cross sections. The trape-

zoidal sections had side slopes of 0:1, 0.5:1, 1:1 and 2:1 (x:y refers 

to horizontal:vertical). Flow conditions for 15 Reynolds numbers in the 

5 6 range of 10 and 10 were studied for each of the four cross sections. 

The length dimension used in the Reynolds number was four times the 

hydraulic radius. The first four moments and the probability distribu-

tion of boundary shear stress were calculated.for eight locations around 

one-half the wetted perimeter. 

Streamwise boundary shear stress distributions were studied in 

nonuniform flow conditions created by a 2.5-inch sharp crested weir 

placed in the 1:1 trapezoidal cross section. Measured mean boundary 

shear stress values for nine flow conditions were compared with analyt-

ical values computed from backwater calculations. 

Characteristics of the turbulent velocity fluctuations were 

investigated for nine flow conditions. Statistical analysis on the 

longitudinal and vertical components of velocity fluctuation was per-

formed at eight relative depth locati~ns. A mathematical model to 

predict the velocity fluctuation characteristics as a function of 

relative depth was developed and calibrated with the experimental data. 

Relationships between turbulent velocity fluctuations and turbulent 

boundary shear stress fluctuations were examined for nine flow conditions. 

Correlation coefficients were evaluated between the boundary shear stress 

fluctuations, and the velocity fluctuations occurring at a given distance 

from the wall. Relative depths of 0.1 to 0.8 provided correlation 
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coefficient estimates for eight distances from the wall boundary. To 

examine potential relationships in the region very near the wall boundary, 

additional data were taken at relative depths ranging from 0.01 to 0.09. 

The influence of secondary current circulation on the spatial distribu­

tion of mean boundary shear stress was qualitatively evaluated by con­

sidering velocity isovels. Point mean velocity measurements over 

one-half the channel were taken for two flow conditions. For each flow 

condition the matrix of mean velocity data points were used to determine 

the mean velocity isovel patterns. 

1.4 Brief Summary and Conclusions 

Cross-streamwise distribution of boundary shear stress was not 

predictable using mean flow parameters; however, the maximum boundary 

shear stress was predictable. For 60 flow conditions, the average value 

of the ratio of measured maximum shear stress on the side to the theo­

retical shear stress was 0.67. The theoretical shear stress is defined 

as yySf where y is the fluid specific weight, y is the depth of 

flow and Sf is the energy slope. The average value of the ratio of the 

measured maximum shear stress on the bottom to yySf was 0.97. The 

values of the two ratios ranged from 0.44 to 1.28. Therefore, in the 

design of stable channels where the maximum tractive force is the con­

trolling factor, the use of yyS is adequate for predicting the most 

probable maximum value of boundary shear stress. The maximum relative 

shear stress (where the relative shear stress is the shear stress at a 

given point divided by the mean shear stress for the cross section) 

occurred off the channel centerline 70 percent of the time. The value 

of relative shear stress on the channel bottom was generally greater 

than 1.0 and on the channel side it was less than 1.0. For increasing 
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aspect ratio (where aspect ratio is the ratio of channel width to flow 

depth) and i~creasing channel side slope the range of relative shear 

stress decreased, implying the shear stress became more uniform. The 

absolute shear stress generally decreased near the corners and water 

surface, but did not go to zero. 

The root-mean-square (RMS) of the shear stress fluctuations was 

relatively constant regardless of location; however, the RMS value on 

the bottom was generally higher than the RMS on the side of the channel. 

For higher aspect ratio and higher channel side slope the RMS became 

relatively constant around the channel perimeter. The RMS increased 

with increasing Reynolds number. 

The probability density function (PDF) of the fluctuating component 

of shear stress was positively skewed. The skewness and kurtosis param­

eters indicated a si~ilarity to the theoretical lognormal distribution. 

The chi-square and Smirnov-Kolmogorov statistics for goodness of fit 

indicated that the experimental distributions more closely followed a 

lognormal distribution. The goodness of fit improved with increasing 

Reynolds number. 

Streamwise variation of mean boundary shear stress in nonuniform 

flow was predictable using the theoritical tractive force equation. 

Measured mean boundary shear stress in gradually varied nonuniform 

flow behind a weir conpared favorably t.o calculated values. Using 

standard backwater computations the variation of depth and energy 

slope was evaluated and used to determine the streamwise shear stress 

distribution. Good agreement between measured data and calculated 

values occurred, providing the pressure distribution remained 

hydrostatic. The influence of a hydraulic jump in the flume 
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modified the pressure distribution and increased the shear stress at 

the locations nearest the jump. 

An analytical model for predicting turbulent velocity fluctuations 

was calibrated and tested. Model prediction of root-mean-square (RMS) 

values of turbulent velocity fluctuations compared excellently to 

measured data. The PDF of the velocity fluctuations near the wall were 

approximately normally distributed as compared to the approximately 

lognormally distributed shear stress fluctuations. 

Evaluation of the correlation coefficients between fluctuating 

velocity and fluctuating boundary shear st~ess indicated a strong 

relationship near the wall boundary. As the distance from the wall 

boundary increased the correlation coefficients steadily decreased. 

Isovels of mean velocity were used to evaluate the secondary current 

influence on the spatial distribution of mean boundary shear stress. 

Compression of the isovels generally indicated higher boundary shear 

stress. 

1.5 Objectives Identified in the Proposal and the Degree of Completion 
by the Project 

In the original proposal to the National Science Foundation 

specific objectives were Qutlined for the project. To evaluate the 

succeSS of the project, the degree of completion of each of these 

objectives must be considered. 

The fir,st and second objectives of the, pr~posal related to the 

investigation of the ,spatial variation of the probabilistic distribution, 

and the statistical moments of boundary shear stress as a function of 

flow condition and channel geometry. To accomplish these objectives 

four prismatic channel cross sections were considered with 15 different 
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flow conditions, resulting in 60 experimental runs. For each 

experimental run eight locations of boundary shear stress were measured 

and a complete probabilistic analysis performed at each measuring loca­

tion. Chapter VI sununarizes these results. In addition, the variation 

of the mean boundary shear stress in the nonuniform flow behind a dam 

was considered. Nine flow conditions were experimentally measured and 

results compared to analytical computations. Chapter VII presents these 

results. The degree of completion on these two objectives was 100 

percent. 

The third objective considered the influence of secondary current 

on the boundary shear stress characteristics. Two flow conditions and 

one channel cross section were used in this effort. It was apparent 

after performing the experimental work that an entirely separate inves­

tigation should be conducted to thoroughly document the complex inter­

actions of secondary flow and boundary shear stress. As much time could 

have been spent on this objective as was spent on the rest of the project 

all together. The work completed indicated some basic trends and 

relationships (Chapter IX), but the influence of geometric shape and a 

wide range of hydraulic flow conditions remains unknown. The- degree of 

completion on this objective was 50 percent. 

The fourth objective evaluated the relationship of the hydraulic 

and geometric conditions to the probability distribution parameters. 

The large amount of data resulting from objectives 1 and 2 made this a 

simple task. Chapter VI details the results. The degree of completion 

on this objective was 100 percent. 

The fifth objective was to "study the interrelationship of the 

turbulent velocity structure to the shear stress process." A 
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mathematical model was calibrated and tested that predicts the turbulent 

intensity of the velocity fluctuations. The model prediction was com­

pared to experimental data with excellent results. Chapter VIII outlines 

the model formulation, calibration and testing. The correlation of the 

turbulent velocity fluctuations with the turbulent boundary shear stress 

fluctuations was thoroughly evaluated. Chapter IX presents the results 

and describes the decreasing correlation with increasing distance from 

the wall. The degree of completion on this objective was 100 percent. 

The final objective was to relate the results of the investigation 

to open channel flow problems. An initial step towards this objective 

was to consider the theoretical background of boundary shear stress 

relationships, and to review previous investigations of boundary shear 

'stress processes that are available in the literature. Chapters II and 

III summarize the pertinent information, respectively. As explained 

previously, the results of this investigation are not directly applicable 

to alluvial channel hydraulics problems; however, the investigation has 

verified some of the relationships used in stable channel design. The 

most significant contribution to river mechanics due to this investigation 

result from the basic research that was involved. A framework has been 

developed to continue specific investigations contributing to a long-

term research effort of alluvial river systems. The complexity of 

alluvial river mechanics requires this step-by-step approach, especially 

when the influences of turbulence are considered. The answers to diffi­

cult questions relating to sed~ment transport processes will not be 

apparent from anyone investigation; only from the combined experience 

of many research efforts will the answers become known. The contribu­

tions of this investigation to the scientific community have been made 
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available in papers presented at two international conferences and in 

an additional six papers presented to the American Society of Civil 

Engineers (ASCE) for possible publication. These publications are: 

1. "Modeling of Turbulent Intensity in Open Channel Flows," paper 

presented at the International Conference on Numerical Methods in 

Laminar and Turbulent Flow, held at the University College of 

Swansea, Wales, on July 18-21, 1978. 

2. "Prediction of Turbulent Intensity in Open Channel Flows," paper 

presented to the XVIIIth International Congress of the International 

Association for Hydraulic Research, Italy, 1979. 

3. "Tractive Force Variation in a Backwater Area," technical note 

submitted to ASCE, Journal of the Hydraulics Division, for possible 

publication, May, 1979. 

4. "Tractive Force Variation in Open Channel Flow," paper submitted 

to ASCE, Journal of the Hydraulics Division, for possible publica­

tion, September, 1979. 

5. "Turbulence Prediction in Open Channel Flow," paper submitted to 

ASCE, Journal of the Hydraulics Division, for possible publication, 

May, 1979. 

6. "Hot-Film Calibration with Nonlinear Response," paper submitted to 

ASCE, Journal of the Engineering Mechanics Division, for possible 

publication, May, 1979. 

7. "Calibration Facility for Flush Mount Hot-Films," technical note 

submitted for possible publication to ASCE, Journal of the 

Engineering Mechanics Division, April, 1979. 
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8. "Turbulent Velocity and Boundary Shear Stress Relationships," 

technical note presented to ASCE, Journal of the Hydraulics 

Division for possible publication, September, 1979. 

The degree of completion of this objective was 100 percent. 

The overall success of the project was excellent. Completion of 

project objectives was extremely good. Additionally, several extra 

benefits are available as a result of the research. Specifically, a 

new calibration facility was designed and tested for hot-film boundary 

shear stress probes, and a complete computer package for real-time data 

acquisition and analysis was developed. Both of these factors will 

make further research increasingly more efficient and effective. 
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II. THEORETICAL REVIEW 

2.1 General 

A brief review of boundary layer concepts relating to shear stress 

at the wall and smooth boundary velocity relations are given to provide a 

framework for further discussion. Understanding the general character­

istics of boundary shear stress and the nature of the velocity gradient 

near the wall is necessary before discussing spatial and temporal distribu­

tions of boundary shear stress in fully developed turbulent open channel 

flow. In addition, the derivation of the tractive force equation and 

the governing equations for nonuniform flow are presented. 

2.2 Boundary Layer Concepts 

The theoretical pattern of fluid motion follows the geometric shape 

of the channel boundary when viscosity is neglected. The effects of 

viscosity alter the velocity distribution by creating a no-slip condition 

at the boundary where the flow velocity is zero. Therefore, the veloc­

ity gradient has a maximum value at the wall and decreases into the 

fluid. The steepness of the velocity gradient very near the wall implies 

that the only significant viscous shear occurs within a relatively thin 

layer near the wall. According to Prandtl's theory this narrow zone is 

called a boundary layer. Outside this thin layer of fluid the effects 

of viscous action are small and the flow pattern is determined by the 

geometric conditions as well as the inertia, pressure gradient, and body 

forces. 

The boundary layer thickness, 0, is defined as the point separating 

the boundary layer from the zone of negligible viscous influence. Since 

this distance is difficult to establish, 0 is generally defined as the 
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distance where the velocity is within one percent of its asymptotic or 

free stream value. The relative magnitude of ~ varies inversely with 

the root of the Reynolds number. It has been shown analytically and 

experimentally for laminar flow that the velocity distribution is roughly 

parabolic and that (3) 

~ 5 -= -~~ 
x R 1/2 

(2-1) 

x 

where x is the distance downstream from the beginning of the boundary 

layer and R x is the Reynolds number based on x. 

For the velocity distribution to remain parabolic as the boundary 

layer thickness increases, the velocity gradient must decrease in mag-

nitude. The velocity gradient at the wall is the local shear stress, 

or 

T (x) = II (ddU
) I 

o y y = 0 
(2-2) 

where T (x) is the wall shear stress at location x, U is the veloc­
o 

ity? y is the distance from the wall and II is the dynamic viscosity. 

If we assume that the velocity gradient very near the wall is linear, 

then 

(2-3) 

where C is a constant and U is the free stream velocity. Solving 
o 

Equation (2-1) for ~ and substituting into Equation (2-3) gives 

T (x) = o 

llCU IU x/v 
o 0 
- 5x 

(2-4) 



15 

Rearranging to more convenient terms, 

17 (x) = o 
2C 

s/u x/v o 

U 2 
p 0 

2 

where v is the kinematic viscosity and 

(2-5) 

p is the fluid density. 

Therefore, the intensity of shear at the boundary decreases with x as 

the boundary layer develops. Defining the local drag coefficient as 

2C 

s/u x/v o 

and substituting the drag coefficient into Equation (2-5) gives 

(2-6) 

(2-7) 

The coefficient 2/5 C has been shown both analytically and experimentally 

to be 0.664 in laminar flow. Therefore, the laminar flow local drag 

coefficient is 

0.664 
c f = R 1/2 

x 

(2-8) 

Integrating Equation (2-7) gives the total drag exerted by the 

fluid on either side of a plate of width B and length L. The resu1t-

ing equation is 

U 2 
p 0 

F = cfBL -2-

where cf is a mean drag coefficient. 

(2-9) 

As the Reynolds number increases, a transition from a laminar to a 

turbulent boundary layer occurs. When the retarded flow of the boundary 
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layer becomes unstable, more fluid mixing occurs as turbulence reaches 

further out into the main stream. The velocity distribution becomes more 

uniform throughout a greater part of the layer, while producing a very 

large velocity gradient near the wall. For turbulent boundary layers 

it can be shown that 

0.059 (2 -10) cf = R 1/5 
x 

where R x 
is 7 less than 10 . 

2.3 Smooth Boundary Velocity Relations 

Turbulent boundary layers are composed of zones of different types 

of flow due to viscosity effects. Therefore, no single relationship 

can be developed to predict the mean velocity magnitude throughout the 

boundary layer. Three basic zones and two velocity relations have been 

developed to describe the continuous mean velocity profile. The law of 

the wall applies to the zone close to the wall and the velocity defect 

law applies to the outer regions of flow. 

In the laminar sublayer, molecular viscosity has a dominant effect 

on the velocity profile and turbulence. The velocity gradient is nearly 

linear and the shear stress away from the wall is assumed constant and 

equal to the shear at the wall, 

, " '0 = Jl ~~ Iy = 0 = Jl ~ (2-11) 

For smooth boundaries the law of the wall describing the velocity 

profile is then 

u 
(2 -12) -= 
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is the shear velocity equal to ~ 
p 

(or viscous) sublayer, 0', as the thickness of 

4v 
0' = - = 

u* 
4v 

Defining the laminar 

y at 

(2-13) 

. 2 
Since Lo = cfP~ (Equation 2-7) the viscous sublayer thickness decreases 

as the shear stress increases. 

For the outer regions of flow, a logarithmic velocity relation can 

be derived from Prandtl-von Karman boundary layer theory. For smooth 

boundaries in the transitional zone, or buffer zone, the equation takes 

the form 

u 2.3 u*y 
- log(-) + Constant 

K v (2-14) 

where K is the von Karman constant and U is the mean velocity. For 

the logarithmic zone, the Reynolds stresses dominate the molecular 

viscous stresses to produce the velocity profile. A velocity-defect 

law of the form 

U - U = g(l.) o (2-15) 

is observed to be characteristic of the region. A logarithmic relation 

for the function g is obtained by assuming Equation (2-14) will give 

U = U at y = o. Then, by subtracting 

U - U 2.3 log (l.) + Constant 
K 0 

(2-16) 

where a different constant results. A velocity-defect relation can be 

developed to describe the buffer zone defined by Equation (2-14). 

Therefore, two equations in the form of the law of the wall and the 

velocity-defect law can be defined with the proper constants to describe 
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the entire velocity profile over a smooth boundary. These equations 

seem to be universal in that they apply over a wide range of Reynolds 

numbers (4). 

2.4 Tractive Force Equation 

The theoretical equation relating the tractive force, or boundary 

shear stress, to the flow depth and a characteristic slope can be derived 

by a force balance approach (5). Consider the channel section shown in 

Figure 2-1 with the small element of dimensions y, ~x and ~b. Due 

to the net hydrostatic thrust on the element there is a small horizontal 

force acting that is taken as positive in the downstream direction. 

Assuming the slopes are small and the pressure distribution hydrostatic, 

the pressure difference along any horizontal line drawn longitudinally 

through the element has a magnitude of y~h where ~h is the differ-

ence in water surface elevation from the upstream to the downstream face 

of the element. If ~h/y and ~z/y are small, the total hydrostatic 

thrust is -yy~b~h. The summation of this force over the whole section 

is -yA~h where A is the cross-sectional area. This force is the 

effective component of the gravity force acting on the fluid element. 

The gravity component is resisted by a shear force equal to 

L p~x where P 
o is the wetted perimeter and L 

o 
is the mean longitu-

dinal shear stress acting over this perimeter. The two forces resulting 

from gravity and shear stress can be considered parallel with the 

assumption of small bed slope. Therefore, the net force in the direc-

tion of flow is 

(-yA~h - L P~x) . o (2-17) 
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h Y 
y+6h 

Longitudinal Section 

Cross Section 

Figure 2-1. Definition sketch of channel section for development of 
tractive force equation. 
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For uniform flow the channel slope, cross section, flow depth and mean 

velocity remain constant. There is no acceleration and the net force 

on the element is zero. 

force equation is 

T = yRS o 0 

Solving Equation (2-17) for T o 
the tractive 

(2-18) 

where R = AlP is the hydraulic radius and S o 
is the bed slope, 

-d~/dx, which equals the water surface slope -dh/dx for uniform flow. 

For the case of nonuniform flow the velocity is not constant and 

the net force is nQ longer zero due to acceleration or deceleration. 

Considering steady flow, the only acce1erat~on is convective and equal 

dU to Udx . The net force given by Equation (2-17) applies to a mass 

pA~x and the equation of motion becomes 

dU 
-yA~h - T P~x = p~x (1~) o -dx' 

Solving for 

T 
0 

T the tractive force equatio~ is 
o 

= -yR (dh + !! dU) 
dx g dx 

d U
2 

= -yR - (h + -) 
dx 2g 

= yRS 
f 

(2-19) 

where H U
2 

is the total energy (h + 2g) and Sf = -dH/dx is defined as 

the total energy slope. 

In general the tractive force equation can be written as 

T = yRS o (2-20) 

provided the slope S is properly defined. For uniform flow the bed 

slope, water surface slope and total energy s'lepe are all equal so 

Equation (2-18) is a special case of (2-19) when So = Sf. 
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2.5 Governing Equations for Nonuniform Flow Computations 

Determining the gradual variation of depth that takes place in a 

channel when the flow is nonuniform is based on the integration of the 

equation of motion (5). Newton's second law, F = rna, defines the force 

required to accelerate the mass m, at a rate a, as being the product 

rna. In applying this equation to fluid flow, consideration must be given 

to a continuous mass of moving fluid rather than a discrete single body. 

Considering force as the net impressed force, Newton's second law 

can be stated as 

tF = rna (2-21) 

where EF is the difference between the total impressed force and any 

force such as friction or viscous drag that resists the motion of the 

body. Applying Equation (2-21) to a single fluid element (Figure 2-2) 

having unit thickness at right angles to the plane of the paper, only 

two kinds of impressed forces can exist. Using s to indicate any 

chosen direction, the force due to a pressure gradient would be expressed 

as 

-cap/as) 8s8n (2-22) 

and the force due to the weight of the element would be expressed as 

(Y8s8n) sine (2-23) 

where 8n is the width of the element, 8S is the length (in the chosen 

direction) of the element, p is the pressure, y is the specific weight 

of fluid, and e is the orientation with respect to the horizontal 

direction. Equation (2-23) can also be expressed as 

-(y8s8n) az/as (2-24) 
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Horizontal 

Figure 2-2. Definition sketch for development of nonuniform flow 
equations. 
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where z is the vertical height above a datum. If p is the mass 

density of the fluid then 

rna = (p8s8n) a (2-25) s 

where a is the fluid acceleration in the s direction. Substituting 
s 

Equations (2-22), (2-24) and (2-25) into Equation (2-21) gives 

:s (p + yz) + pas = 0 (2-26) 

which is the Euler equation. 

In a moving fluid velocity can vary with time and position. When 

the flow is irrotational the acceleration term a can be defined as 
s 

dU au aus 
as = dt = Ua; + at (2 -27) 

where the two terms are named convective and local acceleration, 

respectively. Considering steady flow where the local acceleration is 

zero, Equation (2-26) becomes 

a au as (p + yz) '+ P~ = 0 

which can be integrated directly to 

1 2 P + yz + - pU = Constant, H (total energy) 
2 

(2 -28) 

(2 -29) 

which is the Bernoulli equation along the streamline. For steady irro-

tational flow the equation of motion normal to the streamline is of 

exactly the same form as the equation of motion along a streamline 

(Equation (2-26)). Integration again leads to the Bernoulli equation, 

therefore, the Bernoulli expression is the same throughout the entire 

fluid, not only along individual streamlines but also across stream-

lines (6). Since the Bernoulli equation was obtained by integrating a 
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force equation with respect to distance, it is an energy equation. 

To determine the longitudinal depth variation in a nonuniform flow 

condition, the derivative with respect to x (streamwise direction) of 

the Bernoulli equation gives 

dH d U
2 

dx = dx (z + Y + 2g) = -Sf (2 -30) 

where Sf is the slope of the energy line. Rewriting Equation (2-30) 

or 

d U
2 

dx (y + 2g) = 

dE = S - S 
dx 0 f 

where S is the bed slope and E 
o 

(2-31) 

(2 -32) 

U
2 

is the specific energy (y + 2g). 

Equation (2-32) is the form of the equation of motion commonly integrated 

to evaluate water surface profiles in nonuniform flow conditions. 
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III. LITERATURE REVIEW 

3.1 General 

Literature on boundary shear stress can be categorized into the 

topics of instantaneous characteristics, spatial characteristics, ana­

lytical prediction and experimental measurement. To determine the 

extent of research in each of these topics a computer literature search 

was utilized. Data bases searched were Compendex and NTIS through 

Lockhead Information Systems. Considering the importance of boundary 

shear stress processes in open channel flows, there has been a relatively 

small amount of literature published. 

3.2 Instantaneous Characteristics of the Hydrodynamic Forces 

In open channel flow, instantaneous hydrodynamic forces at the wall 

are known to have turbulent characteristics. The instantaneous nature 

of lift and drag forces on discrete roughness elements in turbulent open 

channel flow was clearly demonstrated by Einstein and El-Samni (7), and 

by Cheng and Clyde (8). For hydraulically smooth boundaries, Blinco 

and Simons (9) measured the instantaneous boundary shear stress directly. 

These investigations indicated that a complete description of hydro­

dynamic forces must be done statistically. 

Einstein and El-Samni measured lift and drag forces on 0.225 feet 

semi-spherical balls. The drag force, or shear stress, was determined in­

directly by measuring vertical velocity distributions. The shear stress 

was determined from the Prandtl-von Karman velocity relation (Equation 

2-14) by extrapolating the velocity gradient to the wall. Only the 

mean shear stress can be determined by this method. Lift force was 

measured as a pressure difference between the top and bottom of the 

spheres. The measurement technique allowed identification of turbulent 
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fluctuations of lift. The lift force was divided into the average value 

and a random fluctuation superimposed over the average. Statistical 

analysis showed that th~ frequency of lift forces at the wall followed 

the normal error law. 

In a later investigation Cheng and Clyde measured fluctuations of 

lift and drag forces on an individual spherical roughness element 1.0 

feet in diameter. Direc~ measurements were made by a delicate system 

of semiconductor strain gages. Results indicated that lift and drag 

forces were independent of each other and that the probability distri-

butions of the fluctuations followed the normal distribution. The mean 

lift and drag forces were measured in terms of lift and drag coeffi-

cients of the form given in Equation (2-9). 

In a hydraulically smooth boundary, Blinco and Simons measured the 

instantaneous boundary shear stress with flush surface hot-film anemom-

etry. The statistical nature of the instantaneous boundary shear stress 

was fully investigated and documented for measuring locations on the 

centerline of a 20 cm wide rectangular plexiglas flume. The results 

indicated that turbulent intensity (coefficient of variation) of boundary 

shear stress decreased with increasing Reynolds number. Skewness and 

kurtosis parameters (third and fourth moments) were Reynolds number 

dependent, both slightly decreasing as Reynolds number increased. The 

general trend of the higher moments indicated that the distribution' 

became less skewed and more gaussian as the Reynolds number increased. 

The probability density estimates were positively skewed to the right 

and the modes were to the left of the expected values. The probability 

density functions were best fit by gamma and lognormal theoretical 
• 

distributions. 
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3.3 Analytical Prediction of Boundary Shear Stress Distribution 

Several analytical models have been postulated for predicting the 

spatial variation of the mean value of boundary shear stress in prismatic 

channels. Most of the models are derived by assuming the boundary shear 

stress is expressible in terms of a postulated velocity distribution in 

the channel cross section or by using laminar flow analogies. In 

general, these models are in poor agreement with field observations due 

to the effects of inconsistent velocity distribution throughout the 

cross section, influence of channel bank resistance and the effects of 

secondary current circulation. Additionally, the inherent complexity 

of the instantaneous boundary shear stress at a point creates conditions 

where present analytical models can only approximately define the mag-

nitude and spatial distribution of boundary shear stress. A summary of 

current analytical models includes techniques using the Prandtl-von 

Karman logarithmic velocity relation, a power law velocity relation, 

finite difference solutions and membrane analogies. Many of these are 

analyzed in publications by Lane (1) and Leliavsky (10). 

In a 1935 publication, O'Brien and Rindlaub (11) suggested using 

the Prandtl-von Karman theory of flow·near a flat surface to predict 

shear stress. Measuring velocity profiles at points perpendicular to 

the perimeter of the profile, the shear stress can be computed from 

where 

T = P o 

and are velocities at distances 

(3-1) 

and from the 

boundary and c is a constant. This equation can be derived from 

Equation (2-14). 
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The Bureau of Reclamation published a report in 1952 outlining two 

analytical and one semi-analytical method for predicting boundary shear 

stress distribution (12). Mathematical solutions based on a velocity 

distribution expressed as a power function were used for rectangular 

channels with a width-depth ratio of two. Application of mathematical 

solutions for trapezoidal channels was not feasible; however, a semi-

analytical method using a membrane analogy was successful. Solutions 

were also made by finite d,ifference techniques. Results indicated that 

for trapezoidal channels of width-depth ratio, less than 8, the maximum 

shear on the bottom was close to the theoretical shear, yyS , and on the o 

sides the maximum was o. '16 yyS. For all channel shapes, the shear 
·0 

stress at the corners and at the surface was zero. 

Replogle and Chow (13) developed a sem~-analytical approach that 

reduced prediction of tractive force distribution to a solution laminar-

flow-type equation. The solution was the sum of assumed laminar veloc-

ity distributions for natural channels and laminar shear distributions. 

Solutions were obtained by finite-difference methods using a computer. 

Constants were evaluated experimentally in a circular conduit flowing 

part full by a comparison of measured tractive force ·distributions with 

computer generated distributions. Results showed the maximum tractive 

force occurred off center at a displacement approximately ten percent 

of the wetted perimeter. Distributions were independent of Reynolds 

and Froude numbers in the turbulent flow range, but were a function of 

the depth-to-top-width ratio (d/T). For shallow channels (d/T < 0.3) 

the effects of free surface and secondary currents were negligible and 

the turbulent flow tractive force distribution was similar to laminar 
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flow. The values of tractive force near the surface decreased, but did 

not go to zero. 

3.4 Boundary Shear Stress Distribution from Experimental Data 

Several investigators have reported measuring the shear stress 

distribution around the channel perimeter for both laboratory flumes and 

natural streambeds. The techniques used included indirect measurement 

by application of Prandtl-von Karman turbulent flow theory (Equation 3-1) 

and direct measurement using Preston tubes and hot-film anemometry. 

Boundary shear stress measurements for a straight reach approaching 

a bend in a trapezoidal channel are reported by Ippen and Drinker (14). 

Local shear stresses were measured by Preston-type devices for width­

depth ratios of 7 to 12. Results indicated that the boundary shear 

stress patterns could not be predicted quantitatively from the mean 

hydraulic flow characteristics. Four flow conditions gave values of 

relative shear stress (TIT) near the centerline ranging from 0.85 to 1 .. 6, 

with a wide degree of scatter within each flow condition. The general 

trend showed relative shear values of 1.1 near the centerline, increasing 

to approximately 1.2 toward each side before slightly decreasing near 

the corners. 

Shear stress distribution relationships to Froude number were given 

by Dayidian and Cahal (15). Two width-depth ratios (2.25 and 3.60) were 

studied using Preston tube measurements in a smooth rectangular flume. 

As the Froude number increased over a range of 0.1 to 1.5, the ratio of 

maximum wall shear to average wall shear decreased from 1.3 to approxi­

mately 1.0, the ratio of average bed shear to average total cross­

sectional shear decreased from 1.2 to approximately 1.0, and the ratio 

of average wall shear to average bed shear increased from 0.7 to 
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approximately unity. Shear distributions became more uniform with 

increasing Froude number, implying that a shift in aspect ratio (width-

depth ratio) towards two-dimensional flow produces more uniform shear 

at the boundary. 

Preston tube measurements in smooth rectangular channels with 

aspect ratios of 0.83 to 20.28 are reported by Rajaratnam and 

Muralidhur (16). For the centerline shear stress to equal the theoret-

ical yyS, the aspect ratio had to be greater than 15. Relative shear o 

values ranged from 0.3 to 1.15 for Froude numbers of 1.1 to 2.4. The 

ratio of maximum side shear stress to maximum bed shear stress varied 

with aspect ratio and Reynolds number. Similar to the results of 

Davidian and Cahal, the bed shear stress was observed to be more uniform 

as aspect ratio increased. 

Tractive force variation in smooth rectangular channels, based on 

analytical laminar flow calculations and experimental measurements, 

were presented by Kartha and Leutheusser (17). Preston tube measure-

ments of boundary shear stress for aspect ratios of 1 to 12.5 were 

studied. Results indicate that maximum relative shear stress values of 

1.3 along the channel side occur at an aspect ratio of 1, and maximum 

relative shear stress values of 1.6 along the channel bottom occur for 

an aspect ratio of 3. Maximum shear stress on the channel bottom always 

occurred on the centerline for analytical computations using laminar 

flow theory, while for turbulent flows of small aspect ratio, the 

experimentally measured maximum was off center. For laminar flow cal-

culations and turbulent flow measur~ments, the shear stress appeared to 

approach zero near the corners of the cross section. Near the water 
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surface only the measured turbulent shear stress approached zero; in 

laminar flow calculations the maximum shear stress occurred at the 

surface. 

Distribution of boundary shear stress in cobble bed rivers was 

reported in 1977 by Bathurst (18). Boundary shear stress was indirectly 

determined using vertical velocity profile measurements. In straight 

channel reaches the cross-stream distribution of shear stress was 

characterized by peaks and troughs with no distinct maximum. It is 

theorized that this resulted from multicell stress-induced secondary 

current systems that created regions of upwelling and downwelling flow. 

Uniformity of shear stress distribution was observed to increase as 

Reynolds number increased, due to decreased influence of secondary cir­

culation relative to the mean flow. It is suggested that factors in­

fluencing the shear stress distribution are purely Reynolds number 

dependent and that other influences, such as cross-sectional shape, are 

negligible when large width-depth ratios exist. 

Stochastic properties of the spatial variation of boundary shear 

stress were first presented by Wylie et al. (19). Boundary shear stress 

distributions for a smooth rectangular channel were measured using hot­

film anemometry. Measurements were taken over half the wetted perimeter 

for a single aspect ratio of 4.4. Statistical moments and probability 

density functions were computed through digital time series analysis for 

each measuring location. The coefficient of variation followed trends 

similar to relative shear stress trends reported by Kartha and 

Leutheusser (17). Skewness and kurtosis coefficients exhibited quasi­

periodic variations along the bed and sidewall with similarities in the 

fluctuations. Probability density function estimates were positively 
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skewed and fit by the theoretical two-parameter gamma distribution only 

near the corners. In the remainder of the channel, neither gamma nor 

loinormal distributions fit the measured data. 
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IV. EXPERIMENTAL FACILITIES 

4.1 Flume 

Investigation ,of the boundary shear stress relationship to channel 

shape required design and construction of a variable geometry flume. 

, Critical factors in design included the ease in changing the side slope, 

rigidity of the flume and minimization of water leakage. In order to 

meet project requirements, several alternative structures were 

considered. 

The first alternative involved using a wedge between the bottom of 

the flume and the sidewalls to maintain 'a trapezoidal cross section. A 

different wedge would have been necessary for each channel side slope, 

requiring that the wedge could be easily removed and replaced. Excessive 

support devices for the channel sidewalls would have been necessary 

because the wedge junction would not have been rigid. Leakage was also 

a potential problem. This design did not meet any of the design 

requirements satisfactorily. 

The second alternative involved constructing a permanent 

trapezoidal cross section based on the largest anticipated side slope 

(2:1). Styrofoam or similar filler material could then be used to 

create trapezoidal channels of steeper side slopes. A permanent struc­

ture could have been readily made watertight and rigid, however, modi­

fying the channel geometry would have been difficult. This alternative 

was considered better than the first alternative, but not flexible 

enough to meet project requirements. 

The design used involved a long continuous hinge, referred to as a 

piano hinge, to join the bottom and sidewalls. The piano hinge provided 

support without excessive bracing and was extremely flexible. Channel 
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geometry could be changed in less than one hour by adjusting the side 

supports. 

From the rectangular head box water entered the flume through a 

transitional section as shown in Figure 4-1. Water exited the flume in 

a free-fall to the tailbox. To reduce agitation of the water, a spill­

way was later added to dampen the free-fall. 

The flume was constructed entirely of plexiglas to insure uniformity 

and to allow easy visualization of flow patterns. Plexiglas also avoids 

problems of oxidation and provides hydraulically smooth boundary condi­

tions. Plexiglas thickness of 3/4 inch was used throughout, except at 

the bottom of the channel where I-inch thick plexiglas was used. 

Plate 4-1 shows the completed flume and support system. The channel 

supports were bolted to an aluminum I-beam 48.9 cm wide and 50.8 cm 

tall. The I-beam supported the entire flume, including the headbox and 

tailbox. Bed slope was adjusted by a screw jack attached to the I-beam 

at the upstream end over a range of 0.000 to 0.030 with a setting 

accuracy of + 0.0005. Plate 4-2 shows an end view of the flume with the 

tailbox, I-beam and channel support system. 

Initially, leakage was a problem between the piano hinge and 

plexiglas. Silicon sealant was used to stop the leakage; however, uni­

form application was difficult, resulting in questionable flow patterns. 

After several attempts to apply the silicon adequately, the channel was 

disassembled and a narrow strip of nylon reinforced vinyl was laid over 

the hinge. After reassembly, the vinyl served the same purpose as the 

silicon by sealing the hinge and eliminating leakage, while maintaining 

a sharp corner. The completed flume satisfied all of the requirements 
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of a variable geometry flume by providing ease and flexibility in 

channel modification, a strong rigid support system and minimum leakage. 

The flume discharge was supplied by a brass axial flow pump 

connected to a 3-speed electric motor. Water was recirculated from the 

tailbox to the headbox by a 4-inch plexiglas pipe mounted beneath the 

I-beam. The recirculating system insured consistency in water quality. 

Discharge was determined by a sharp-edged orifice mounted in the return 

pipe. Pressure loss across the orifice was measured by single-leg 

manometers. The orifice calibration was verified volumetrically before 

the project started. 

4.2 Boundary Shear Stress Calibration Facility 

The nature of this investigation required both measurement of very 

small shear stresses and detection of very small differences in shear 

stress. Over the entire range of flow conditions investigated, the mean 

2 2 shear stress was always less than 3S dynes/cm. Accuracy to one dyne/cm 

required a very accurate calibration flow field where the boundary shear 

stress was precisely known and repeatable to a high degree of accuracy. 

The two calibration flow fields considered were fully developed turbu-

lent pipe flow and fully developed laminar flow between two parallel 

plates. Appendix A outlines fully developed turbulent pipe flow cali-

bration and the reasons for not utilizing it in this project. The 

following paragraphs describe the laminar flow calibration facility. 

Similar to fully developed pipe flows, the wall shear stress for 

two-dimensional flow between two parallel plates is a linear function of 

the pressure gradient. This can be shown by considering fully developed 

laminar flow between two parallel walls as illu~trated in Figure 4-2. 
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The velocity is at maximum at the center and zero at the walls. In the 

x-direction, the equation of motion can be written as 

o - - (4-1) 

where pis pressure, x is longitudinal distance, ~ is the absolute 

viscosity of the fluid, U is the velocity and y is vertical distance. 

Integrating once gives 

(4-2) 

where C is a constant.. Assuming the velocity distribution is parabolic 

then 

dU _ 
dy - 0 at y = 0 (4-3) 

and therefote C must be zero. Since dpldx is a constant for fully 

developed flow and shear stress is 

dU 
T = ~ dy , (4-4) 

then 

T = ~ (dx)y (4-5) 

A flow facility ge~erating essentially two-dimensional flow between two 

parallel plates would satisfy the assumptions of this derivation and 

provide a suitable calibration environment. Such a calibration stand 

was designed and built and is shown in Figure 4-3. It consisted of two 

plexiglas sheets spaced 0.25 inches apart. To satisfy the two-dimen-

sional flow assumption, the width of the facility was set at 28.5 inches 

giving a width-depth ratio (wid) of 114. Width-depth ratios greater 
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than 100 are commonly assumed to minimize influence of the sides, 

providing essentially two-dimensional flow. To insure fully developed 

flow, the length of the facility was set at 48.0 inches giving a length­

depth ratio (Lid) of 192. Measurement of the pressure gradient later 

verified that the flow was fully developed in the calibration region 

(Figure 4-4). The calibration facility was suspended above the flume 

and the water discharged in a free-fall to the tailbox. Observation of 

the nappe under all calibration flow conditions resulted in the conclu­

sion that the calibration stand did generate laminar flow. In the 

2-foot fall to the tailbox the nappe remained laminar, never making the 

transition to turbulent flow. 

Water was supplied to the calibration stand from the tailbox so 

that calibrations were always in the same environment as experiments. 

The plates were maintained at a uniform spacing by a truss system built 

from aluminum angle. Excellent repeatability was obtained since the 

probe was easily mounted flush to the surface and the laminar flow field 

made readings stable and consistent. Pressure gradient measurements 

were made with a Pace model DP-7 pressure transducer. The calibration 

procedures for this transducer are explained in Appendix B. 

4.3 Velocity Calibration Stand 

The velocity calibration facility had to be capable of calibrating 

both one- and two-dimensional hot-film velocity probes. One-dimensional 

probes are calibrated only with respect to the magnitude of velocity. Two­

dimensional split-film probes require calibration with respect to magni­

tude and incident angle of velocity. Common methods used to calibrate 

velocity devices include pitot tubes and towing tanks, however, pitot 

tubes are insensitive to small changes of incident angle and the towing 
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method was not adaptable to the variable geometry flume. A special 

calibrating device that was sensitive to magnitude and incident angle 

had to be built to calibrate the hot-film velocity probes used in this 

project. 

The velocity calibration system consisted of a constant head tank 

that supplied a steady discharge to a cylindrical chamber with a 0.99 cm 

internally rounded orifice. The jet from the orifice discharged into a 

second cylindrical tank that maintained a constant head by a free over-

flow. Water for the calibration system was pumped out of the tailbox 

and returned to the tailbox insuring the water quality in calibration 

was the same as used in data collection. Discharge through the orifice 

was controlled by a gate valve and measured by a Fisher and Porter Mass 

flow meter. Figure 4-5 illustrates the velocity calibration system. 

The centerline velocity of the jet from the orifice was computed 

from the continuity equation. Use of the continuity equation assumes 

that the velocity profile across the orifice is uniform. To determine 

the characteristics of the orifice, a one-dimensional cylindrical hot-

film velocity probe (TSI Model 1219W) was used. 

According to turbulent jet theory, the length of the potential 

core, L , is the distance from the orifice in which the centerline 
o 

velocity remains constant. For an axially symmetric jet the potential 

core length is 7d where d o 0 
is the jet diameter (4). However, the 

velocity profiles begin to flatten and lose similarity to a uniform 

distribution as the distance from the orifice increases. Therefore, the 

optimum calibration location is relatively close to the orifice. 

Figure 4-6 shows the measured centerline jet velocity at several flow 
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rates for the distances of interest in calibration. The centerline 

velocity is quite stable up to a distance 2d . 
o 

Velocity profiles were then taken at a distance 1.5 d 
o 

from the 

orifice to determine distribution characteristics. For the flow rates 

of interest in calibration, the velocity distribution was flat across 

the middle and approximately uniform in shape. Figure 4-7 shows the 

velocity profiles at four discharge rates. 

To calibrate split-film velocity probes a device to control the 

incident angle of velocity on the probe is required. Rotating the probe 

in the centerline of the jet simulates this effect. Figure 4-5 illus-

trated the split-film velocity probe supported in front of the orifice 

by the device for controlling the angle of incidence. 





v. DATA COLLECTION, PROCESSING' AND ANALYSIS 

5.1 Water Quality Considerations 

Water quality is critical when using in hot-film anemometry 

techniques. Control of water quality variables can reduce problems of 

voltage drift and inconsistent data. The three basic water quality 

variables of conductivity, temperature and air content account for most 

operational difficulties encountered with hot films (20). Contaminants 

and impurities in the water represent additional sources of operational 

difficulties. To avoid these problems special precautions were taken 

with the water used in this study. 

Conductivity of ordinary tap water in the hydraulics laboratory 

is approximately 60 micro-mhos/cm. For hot-film measurements it is 

necessary to minimize the conductivity of the water. Conductivity of 

18 megaohms/cm and 2 micro-mhos/cm has been reported as adequate for hot­

film measurements (20,21). A Culligen Dou-Bed industrial deionization 

system was used in this investigation. Tap water conductivity was re­

duced to 4 micro-mhos/cm after passing through the system, which was found 

adequate in achieving consistent data. Conductivity was measured with a 

Beckman conductivity bridge. 

Tap water for the flume was also filtered with a Culligen 

Filtr-Cleer multimedia filter. Minimum particle size removed by this 

filter was 8 microns, according to the manufacturer. The filter capacity 

of 9 gpm at 20 to 120 psi was not high enough to allow the system to be 

mounted in-line with the flume recirculation system. Therefore, all of 

the water passed through the filter-deionization system as the flume was 

filled and was then recycled in a parallel circuit with the recircula­

tion pipe as necessary. During long periods without operation the water 
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in the flume was drained and then refilled. Before filling the flume 

with the filtered and deionized water the plexiglas surfaces were 

cleaned with solvent alcohol. This eliminated dust particles and other 

airborne contaminants that had settled into the flume surfaces. To 

further control airborne particulates, the flume was isolated from the 

rest of the hydraulics lab by plastic sheets supported on a timber, 

framework. This was necessary because of the amount of sand and sedi­

ment used in neighboring projects; 

A change in water temperature can significantly affect the 

hot-film calibration curve. Under some conditions a change of S.Sop 

can result in a 100 percent error in mean velocity readings (20). 

There are two approaches to controlling this effect. The first involves 

sophisticated temperature compensating circuitry to automatically cor~ect 

for temperature changes. The second involves maintaining a constant 

overheat resistance difference, rather than a constant overheat resis­

tance ratio, by continuously monitoring the water temperature and 

manually correcting the resistance difference for any changes. Tempera­

ture compensating circuitry for the number of probes used in this study 

was prohibitive in cost. The second approach was adopted and water 

temperature was continuously monitored by a Yellow Springs Model 42-SP 

Tele-Thermometer that detected changes of temperature to O.SoC. If the 

water temperature changed more than 1.0°C the experiment was stopped 

and calibrations were checked. During the course of experimental work 

it was discovered that ,the flume water temperature was very stable and 

no problems ever developed. 

Air bubbles on hot-film probes can decrease the amount of heat 

transfer resulting in erroneous readings. Bubbles are caused by 
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hydrogenation or result by deposition from super-aerated water. To 

minimize this problem low overheat ratios for the hot-film prob~s were 

used and water was allowed to deaerate for 72 hours or more after fill­

ing. The amount of agitation of water during the experiments was also 

minimized. If an air bubble appeared on a probe it was removed with a 

small camel's hair brush. 

Taking the precautions discussed above to control water quality 

minimized the amount of operational difficulties with the hot films. 

The extra time and effort required was considered beneficial to obtain­

ing quality data. 

5.2 Instrumentation 

A Thermo-Systems, Inc. (TSI) Model 105~B constant temperature 

anemometer system was used to measure the instantaneous boundary shear 

stresses and velocities. The anemometer was a four channel system 

allowing simultaneous measurement at up to four locations. Signals were 

monitored on a Tektronic dual trace oscilloscope. Plate 5-1 shows the 

anemometer, oscilloscope and other related equipment. Two data process­

ing schemes were employed requiring use of different pieces of electronic 

equipment; however, in both cases the Hewlett-Packard 1000 series mini­

computer (Appendix C) was used for data reduction and analysis. The 

two schemes differed in their method of conveying the voltage signal 

from the anemometer to the minicomputer. 

Initially, the voltage signals were recorded on a 7-track Sandborn 

FM tape recorder. The input voltage limitation to this recorder was 

+ 1.4 volts requiring the anemometer voltage to be suppressed before 

recording. This was accomplished with a Tektronix Type 127 Preamplifier 

power supply coupled with a Type lA7 high gain differential amplifier. 
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Operating as an alternating current CAC) amplifier it suppressed the 

mean value and amplified only the fluctuating component of voltage. The 

fluctuating voltage signal was then amplified ten times before being 

recorded on the tape drive. Using the maximum amplification possible 

while maintaining the voltage within the input tolerance of the tape 

drive greatly increased the signal sensitivity and decreased the signal­

to-noise (SIN) ratio. To determine the mean value of the voltage signal 

a TSI Model 1076 true root-mean-square (RMS) voltmeter was used. After 

recording the voltage signal the tape drive was taken to the HP-lOOO 

minicomputer and replayed into the computer system. Data reduction 

programs were written to incorporate the amplification and mean values 

into the voltage time series before data analysis. Figure 5-1 shows a 

block diagram of the major components required in collecting and 

analyzing data by this approach. 

This system was operational and is a widely used technique for 

digital data acquisition and analysis, but is a time consuming procedure. 

Considering the massive amount of data required for this project a more 

efficient method was implemented. 

The HP-lOOO minicomputer is capable of interactive input 

(Appendix C). Using a multi-wire cable from the remote data taking 

location to the minicomputer allows direct communication with the com­

puter. This eliminates recording the voltage signal on an FM tape 

recorder and replaying the analog tape into the computer. Considerable 

time savings can be achieved along with other benefits discussed in 

Appendix C. Therefore, an 18 conductor cable was installed from the 

flume location to the minicomputer allowing six data lines and a terminal 

connection to talk and receive with the minicomputer. 
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To increase sensitivity and accuracy, a suppression and 

amplification system similar to the data processing technique previously 

discussed was employed. The input voltage limitation to the minicomputer 

analog-to-digital converter (A/D) was ~ 15.00 volts. The wider input 

voltage range of the A/D converter over the FM tape recorder allowed a 

different system to suppress and amplify the voltage signal that elimi­

nated the need to independently measure the mean value of the signal 

before amplification. A four channel direct current (DC) suppression 

circuit was designed and built by the Engineering Research Center Elec­

tronics Shop. The suppression circuit was adjusted to suppress the same 

mean value for each run and the signal was then amplified by a DC ampli­

fier set at a constant amplification of 11 times. A DC amplifier does 

not automatically suppress the DC value and, therefore, the mean of the 

voltage signal did not have to be independently measured for each run. 

With this system of data acquisition and analysis, the signal was trans­

ferred directly to the minicomputer, specific data analysis was per­

formed and results were printed on a Texas Instruments Silent 700 

computer terminal located at the flume. The system was considerably 

more efficient because it eliminated the tape drive and the time lag 

involved between data acquisition and analysis. Figure 5-2 shows a 

block diagram ~llustrating the major components required in collecting 

and analyzing data by this method. 

A Spencer-Kennedy Laboratories (SKL) Model 328A variable electronic 

filter was also used to condition the signal before suppression and 

amplification. The maximum frequency of interest in hydraulic struc­

tures is approximately 250 hz with a mean value around 5 hz (2). There­

fore, it was assumed that any signal above 600 hz was the result of 

electronic noise and should be filtered out. 
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5.3 Hot-Film Probes and Mounting Procedures 

Boundary shear stress was measured with TSI Model l237W flush 

surface hot-film (FSHF) probes. The l237W probe consisted of a 0.25 mm 

long by 1.0 mm wide platinum film bonded to a quartz body. A round 

stainless steel casing enclosed the probe body and the exposed platinum 

film was coated with quartz to insulate it from the water. Figure 5-3 

illustrates the design of the probe. The probes were calibrated in the 

laminar flow facility (Section 4.2) according to the relationships in 

Appendix D. 

Operation of the l237W probe required mounting it flush with the 

boundary of the flume. Initially, the probes were inserted through 

0.130 inch holes drilled through the plexiglass; however, it was diffi­

cult to start the probe into the hole without bumping it. When the 

probe was bumped a change occurred in the calibration creating serious 

problems in collecting accurate data. To avoid bumping the probes a 

special plexiglas mounting device was designed. The probe was first 

positioned flush in the plexiglas mount and then the mount was posi­

tioned in the flume. The two piece assembly could be easily mounted 

and remounted without disturbing the probe. This significantly increased 

probe life and the accuracy of the data. 

Measuring the shear stress distribution around the channel 

perimeter through a series of holes drilled across the bottom and up the 

side of the flume did not give satisfactory results. Unless many holes 

were drilled in the flume the measuring locations were too far apart. 

The relative depth locations of the measuring points on the sides also 

changed from one flow condition to the next, eliminating the basis for 

comparison. Therefore, traversing slide mounts were designed giving 
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an infinite range of measuring locations and allowing the same relative 

depth locations to be measured for all flow conditions. A traverse was 

also located in the bottom of the flume. The traverses were manually 

operated by turning a screw and the entire system kept leakproof with 

rubber seals. The traversing system was a timesaving method of probe 

positioning and insured quality data. 

Detailed measurements of the turbulent velocities near the wall for 

correlation analysis with simultaneous boundary shear stress measurements 

were obtained with TSI Model l2l8-20W one-dimensional boundary layer 

probes. The small size of the cylindrical sensor on the l2l8-20W probe 

minimizes the effects of flow interference, and the unique design for 

boundary layer applications allows measurements very near the wall 

boundary. This probe was also used to measure velocity profiles for 

secondary current analysis. The l2l8-20W probe was calibrated in the 

orifice facility described in Section 4.3. Two-dimensional turbulent 

velocity components were measured with a TSI Model l287W split-film 

probe. Due to the small size and unique design of the l287W probe, it 

can measure velocity at locations very near the boundary. The split-film 

sensor consists of a 0.153 mm diameter, 1.01 mm long platinum film fused 

to a 2.04 mm long quartz rod. The film is split into independent sensors 

along a plane parallel to the mean flow and perpendicular to the wall. 

Similar to the l237W boundary shear stress probes, the l287W probe is 

coated with quartz to electrically insulate it from the water. Fig-

ure 5-4 illustrates the split-film probe and its use. The split-film 

probe was calibrated in the orifice facility (Section 4.3) according to 

the relationships developed in Appendix E. 
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. The velocity probes were positioned across the channel with a 

motorized traverse and vertically positioned with a depth point gage. 

Typically, the depth was set and the probe traversed across the channel 

with the motorized traverse. The system is illustrated in Figure 5-5. 

A l2-volt DC motor geared down to a low rpm powered the traverse. A 

potentiometer connected by a worm and worm gear was used to determine 

the position of the traverse, knowing the change in resistance per inch 

of travel. For measurements very close to the boundary an X-Y micro­

meter system was mounted on the depth point gage. The traverse system 

provided fast, accurate positioning for complete velocity contours or 

for velocity gradient analysis near the wall. 

5.4 Digital Data Acquisition Techniques 

When converting analog signals to digital form the sampling rate 

must be considered. Sampling at points that are too close together will 

yield highly correlated and redundant data, while sampling at points 

too far apart leads to confusion of low and high frequency components 

in the original data (22). According to sampling theory at least two 

samples per cycle are required to define a frequency component in the 

original data. The Nyquist or cutoff frequency is defined as the high­

est frequency component that can be defined for a given sampling rate 

and equals two times the maximum frequency of interest in the data. 

Previous research has shown that the maximum frequency of boundary shear 

stress processes in open channel flows is on the order of 250 hz with an 

average value of approximately 10 hz (2). Therefore, the sampling rate 

for this study was chosen to be 500 samples per second. 
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After selection of the sampling rate the analog voltage signal is 

transformed into a digital time series ready for analysis. If linear 

transfer functions were used data analysis involving the higher moments 

could be performed on the digital voltage time series and only the final 

results transformed into physical units. However, the nonlinear trans-

fer functions of boundary shear stress (Appendix D) and velocity 

(Appendix E) require that the digital voltage time series be converted 

to physical units before analysis. With the transformed time series in 

physical units of boundary shear stress or velocity, the statistical 

moments and probability density functions (PDF) can be calculated on 

the computer using simple equations. 

Sequential calculation of the unbiased mean and root-mean-square 

(RMS) of the time series of N data points (where N is .large) can be 

calculated with only one pass through the data using the following 

equations: 

however, 
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therefore, 

VAR 1 I x. 2 _ 2X2 + x2 
= 

N i 1 

(5-2) 

VAR 1 I x. 2 -2 
= - X 

N i 1 

where X. represents the ith value of the time series with N total 
1 

points, X is the mean value and VAR is the variance of the time series. 

The RMS is the square root of the variance. Using Equations (5-1) and 

(5-2), the mean and RMS of the time series can be calculated simu1ta-

neous1y by summing X. 
1 

and 2 
X. • 

1 

Calculation of the PDP on a computer is a counting process. Summing 

the number of occurrences in a given interval (called a pocket or bin) 

and dividing by the total number of occurrences gives the probability 

histogram: 

where P. 
1 

number of 

P. = 
1 

is 

N. 
1 

N 

the sample 

occurrences in 

probability that [d. 1 J-
< X < d.], N. - - J 1 

the interval from d. 1 to d. and 
J- J 

total number of data points. . The probability density function 

N.K 
1 p. = ~~~ 

J N(b-a) 

(5-3) 

is the 

N is the 

is 

(5-4) 

where K is the number of subintervals for the range a < X < b. The ' 

proper number of subintervals is (23) 

K = 1.87 (N - 1)2/5 - 2 . (5-5) 
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A standardized POF is computed by transforming the time series according 

to 

x. - X-
l XS. = ---

1 (J 
(5-6) 

where XS is the standardized variable, and (J is the RMS. Computa-

tion of the first four moments of the standardized variable is then 

(5-7) 

where xi is the ith moment. 

Testing the hypothesis that the experimental distribution follows 

a theoretical distribution can be done with chi-square or Smirnov-

Kolmogorov statistics. The chi-square statistic is based on the aver-

aged cumulative difference between the two distributions, while the 

Smirnov-Kolmogorov is based on the maximum difference between the two 

distributions. The chi-square statistic is computed digitally on a 

computer by the formula 

K 

I 
(N. - F.) 2 

J ) (5-8) 
J=l 

where F. is the expected frequency in the interval of the theoretical 
J 

distribution. The Smirnov-Kolmogorov statistic is computed as 

~ = MAXICO(X) - P(x) I (5-9) 

where ~ is the maximum absolute difference between the theoretical 

cumulative density function, CO(X), and the experimental density 

function, P(x). The number of degrees of freedom for the statistics 

equals the number of windows or bins (subintervals) minus 3. One degree 
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of freedom is lost because of the requirement that the summation of the 

probability, P., must be equal to one. The additional two degrees of 
1 

freedom are lost since the population mean and standard deviation are 

estimated from the sample data. 

The two. theoretical distributions to which experimental data are 

commonly tested for goodness of fit are the normal and lognormal dis-

tributions. An error function approximation for the theoretical normal 

distribution is commonly assumed in digital data analysis (23). Rather 

than defining a lognormal distribution for goodness of fit testing, the 

log values of the experimental data are tested against the normal dis-

tribution. This eliminates defining two theoretical distributions in 

the computer programs while still allowing goodness of fit testing to 

the two distributions. Proper use of this technique requires redefining 

the standardized variable to 

10g(X.) - Xl XS = ______ 1 ______ 0_g~ 
:i 0 

log 
(5-10) 

where Xiog and 0log are the mean and standard deviation of the log 

data, respectively. 



VI. RESULTS OF BOUNDARY SHEAR STRESS VARIATION 
IN DIFFERENT GEOMETRIC SHAPE 

6.1 General 

The variation of boundary shear stress in the cross streamwise 

direction was investigated ~n four trapezoid~l channel cross sections. 

Side slope ratios of 2:1, 1:1, 0.5:1 and O~l (where x:y refers to 

horizontal:vertical) were used in the variable geometry flume previously 

discussed. Fifteen hydraulic flow conditions consisting of five dis-

charges and three slopes were studied for each trapezoidal cross 

section, resulting in a total of 60 experimental conditions. For each 

experiment eight locations of boundary shear stress were measured using 

TSI Model l237W FSHF sensors. Measurements were taken on one-half of 

the channel bottom at four evenly spaced locations and also on the 

channel side at the 0.2,0.4,0.6 and 0.8 relative depths (y./h). 
1 

6.2 Basic Hydraulic Data and Experimental Accuracy 
\ 

A summary of the hydraulic flow conditions for the 60 experimental 

runs is presented in Table 6-1. A complete listing of the boundary shear 

stress data is provided in Appendix F. Different hydraulic and geometric 

flow conditions are identified in these tables by a four digit experiment 

number. The first digit identifies the measuring location. Locations 1, 

3, 5, and 7 were on the channel bottom with location 1 on the centerline. 

The centerline value is reported thoughout Table 6-1. Locations 2, 4, 6 

and 8 refer to relative depths, y/h, of 0.2, 0.4, 0.6 and 0.8. A defini-

tion sketch of measuring locations is given in Figure 6-1. The second 

digit identifies the geometric side slope of the trapezoidal channels. The 

values 0,5,1 and 2 refer to side slope ratios of 0:1, 0.5:1, 1:1 and 2:1. 

The final two digits of the experiment number identify the hydraulic 

flow condition according to Table 6-2. 
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5 5 The Reynolds number range was from 3.30 x 10 to 1.73 x 10 and 

the Froude number range was from 0.59 to 1.48. The length dimension in 

the Reynolds number was 4R, where R is the hydraulic radius. Aspect 

ratios (width to depth ratios) were all less than 11. 

To evaluate the accuracy of the experimental data the measured 

centerline boundary shear stress was compared to the theoretical value, 

yyS. Use of the depth, y, rather than the hydraulic radius, R, as 

derived in Equation (2-20), results from considering a point value 

(centerline) rather than the mean value. The primary difficulty in 

using yyS is the evaluation of the energy slope. When the flow is 

uniform the bed slope is used to estimate the energy slope. However, if 

the flow is not strictly uniform the local energy slope may not equal 

the bed slope. The accuracy of shear stress prediction using yyS 

depends on the uniform flow and parallel slope assumptions. Complicating 

the ~stimate of the slope term is the accuracy of the mechanical appa­

ratus controlling the flume bed slope. The difference in the upstream 

and downstream bed elevations in the variable geometry flume for a bed 

slope of 0.001 was only 0.36 inch. A ten percent accuracy in bed slope 

implies that the accuracy in bed elevation was 0.036 inch. The problems 

of evaluating the true slope in the tractive force equation makes accu-

rate determination of the theoretical boundary shear stress difficult. 

To estimate the true value of slope and to evaluate the accuracy 

of the experimental data the measured boundary shear stress values were 

initially assumed correct. An objective function was defined as the 

sum of square4 differences between the theoretical shear stress, yyS, 

and the assumed correct measured data, or 

60 
OBJ = L 

i=l 

~ 2 
(yy.S - T.) 

1 1 
(6-1) 
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where T. is the assumed correct measured shear stress on the flume 
1 

centerline. To minimize the objective function, optimization of the 

slope was required. Nearly uniform flow existed for all 60 flow condi-

tions; therefore, if the optimized slope and the known bed slope were 

approximately equal, the assumption that the measured shear stress 

values were the correct values would be valid by indirect proof. If 

wide discrepancies existed in the slope calculation, the assumption that 

the measured shear stress was correct would be unreasonable. The results 

are presented in Table 6-3 and indicate that the higher values of bed 

slope were more accurate. 

Table 6-3. Bed slope optimization results. 

Assumed Bed Slope 

0.0010 

0.0030 

0.0060 

Optimized Bed Slope 

0.0014 

0.0029 

0.0060 

However, it can be concluded that on the average the measured values 

were correct. The higher discrepancy at bed slope 0.0010 could result 

from local nonuniform flow because at the lower slopes water surface 

disturbances were more pronounced. Water surface slopes that were 

measured for bed slopes of 0.0010 on the average were closer to the 

optimized slope value than the assumed bed slope. 

Using the optimized slope values, the correlation coefficient 

between yyS and the measured centerline shear stress was computed. 

The correlation values were all greater than 0.86 and indicated a strong 

relationship between the two estimates at each bed slope. Figures 6-2 

to 6-4 show yyS and the measured values plotted with the line of 
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perfect agreement (45 0 line). Figure 6-2 also shows the theoretical 

shear stress values (yyS) based on the assumed bed slope of 0.0010. 

6.3 Maximum Shear Stress Results 

The results of Lane (1) and Olsen and Florey (12) indicated that 

for trapezoidal channels the ratio of maximum shear stress on the side 

of the channel to yyS~ and the ratio of maximum shear stress on the 

channel bottom to yyS were 0.75-0.76 and 0.97, respectively. For the 

60 experimental conditions studied, with four measuring locations on 

the side and four on the bottom, the measured data agree closely with 

these results. The average value of the ratio ~n the side was 0.67 

and the average value for the ratio on the bottom was 0.97. The range 

of the ratio on the side was 0.44 to 0.93 and the range of the ratio 

on the bottom was 0.65 to 1.28. The maximum relative shear stress 

showed no distinct relation to AR as illustrated by Figure 6-5. The 

maximum relative shear stress did tend to increase with increasing 

channel side slope. The analytical data of Lane (1) using membrane 

analogy, finite differences and mathematical techniques is also repro­

duced on Figure 6-5. 

Replogle and Chow (13) reported that the maximum shear stress 

occurred slightly off center for flow in circular channels. Kartha and 

Leutheusser (17) also reported the maximum relative shear stress (where 

the relative shear stress is the value of shear stress at a given point 

divided by the mean shear stress for the cross section) occurred off 

the centerline in rectangular channels. For the experimental data of 

this investigation 70 percent of the observed maximum values occurred 

off the centerline. 





81 

The average ratio of maximum shear stress on the side to maximum 

shear stress on the bottom is given in Table 6-4 for each side slope. 

Table 6-4. Average ratio of maximum side shear stress to maximum bottom 
shear stress. 

Side Slope Ratio 

0:1 0.64 

0.5:1 0.64 

1:1 0.75 

2:1 0.76 

The overall average for all 60 flow conditions was 0.69. 

6.4 Shear Stress Spatial Distribution Results 

The spatial distribution of relative shear stress is presented in 

Figures 6-6 to 6-13. The number for each line refers to the hydraulic 

flow condition identified in Table 6-2. Similar to the conclusions of 

Ippen and Drinker (14) the boundary ~hear stress spatial patterns cannot 

be predicted quantitatively from mean flow characteristics; however, 

qualitative statements can be made. 

The general trend of relative shear stress on the channel bottom 

is greater than 1.0 and on the channel side it is less than 1.0. The 

range of relative shear stress tends to decrease as the side slope 

increases. Increasing aspect ratio and increasing side slope imply 

smaller depth of flow and a closer approximation to a hydraulically wide 

channel. In a wide channel the effects of free surface and secondary 

current on boundary shear stress distribution are less pronounced rela-

tive to the mean flow (13) and the shear stress tends to be more uniform 

under these conditions (18). 

The relative shear stress on the channel side tends to diverge 

more widely as the water surface is approached. The irregularity of 
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shear stress near the water surface is probably the result of surface 

tension and water surface instabilities. Similar to the results of 

Replogle and Chow (13) the absolute shear stress generally decreased 

near the water surface but did not go to zero. 

6.5 Root-Mean-Square Results 

The root-mean-square (RMS) of the shear stress fluctuations were 

evaluated at each measuring location. For a given flow condition the 

RMS was relatively constant regardless of location; however, the value 

of RMS on the bottom was generally higher than the RMS on the side. 

The ratio of the average RMS value on the side to the average RMS value 

on the bottom is given in Table 6-5 for each side slope. 

Table 6-5. Ratio of average RMS on side to average RMS on bottom. 

Aspect Ratio 
Side Slope Range RMS Ratio 

0:1 2.1 - 9.4 0.87 

0.5:1 2.3 - 9.4 0.81 

1:1 2.5 - 9.9 0.93 

2:1 2.8 - 10.7 1.10 

For higher side slope ratio, which implies generally higher aspect 

ratios, the RMS ratio increases. For an RMS ratio of 1.0 the turbulent 

fluctuations on the bottom and side are approximately equal. This is 

not unlikely in a hydraulically wide channel since the influence of 

channel sides diminishes with increasing aspect ratio. 

The RMS values generally increased with increasing Reynolds number. 

Figure 6-14 shows the RMS trends and indicates a relationship of 

increasing RMS with increasing Reynolds number. The power curve fit is 

also indicated on Figure 6-14. 
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6.6 Statistical Results 

For each measuring location the first four moments and the 

probability density function (PDF) were computed for the fluctuating 

component of shear stress. The experimental PDF distributions were 

tested for goodness of fit to the normal and lognormal theoretical 

distributions. To evaluate the hypothesis that the experimental dis­

tributions ~~re statistically equal to the theoretical distributions, 

the chi-square and Smirnov-Kolmogorov (S-K) statistics were used. 

Visual inspection of the plotted PDF functions and review of the 

estimates of skewness indicated that all of the distributions were 

slightly positively skewed. This trend suggests a lognormal type of 

distribution rather than a gaussian. According to the S-K statistic 

the experimental distributions were fit to both the normal and lognormal 

distributions at the 0.05 level of significance with 50 degrees of 

freedom. Inspection of the chi-square statistic shows that neither 

theoretical distribution-fit (at the 0.05 level of significance) the 

experimental distributions, although the lognormal chi-square statistic 

was consistently less than the normal chi-square value. The goodness of 

fit increased with increasing Reynolds numbers. Figures 6-15 to 6-18 

illustrate four typical examples. Figures 6-15 and 6-16 are for the 

channel bottom at the centerline position in the 1:1 side slope channel 

for the hydraulic flow conditions identified by numbers 3 and 14, 

respectively. Figures 6-17 and 6-18 are for the same channel side slope 

and hydraulic flow condition, but at the 0.6 relative depth on the side. 
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Similar to the results of Wylie et a1. (19) the skewness and 

kurtosis (third and fourth moments) showed quasi-periodic variations 

across the channel. The kurtosis defines the "peakedness" of a distri-

bution and is equal to 3 for a normal distribution. The experimental 

kurtosis data was consistently greater than 3 and the kurtosis on the 

side was consistently greater than the kurtosis on the bottom. 

6.7 Friction Factor Results 

The variation of the Darcy friction coefficient f with Reynolds 

number was investigated based on the experimental data. The shear 

velocity, u*, is defined as 

(6-3) 

where is the bed shear stress and p is the fluid density. From 

the assumption that TO = yRS
f

, where R is the hydraulic radius and 

Sf is the energy slope, then 

(6-4) 

Combining Equation (6-4) with the Chezy equation 

u = c IRS (6-5) 

where C is a dimensionless number yields 

~* =~ = ~ (6-6) 

Solving Equation (6-6) for the friction factor f 

8T 
f = 0 (6-7) 

u2
p 



98 

The theoretical relation for f is 

f - 0.316 (6-8) 
- R 1/4 

e 

for Reynolds numbers less than 105 . Using the value of shear stress 

from yRSo and the mean velocity as determined by the continuity law, 

the experimental friction factors were compared to the theoretical 

values. Figure 6-19 illustrates the results and indicates that the 

general trend of the experimental data follows the theoretical curve. 





VII. BOUNDARY SHEAR STRESS RESULTS FOR NONUNIFORM FLOW 

7.1 General 

Nonuniform flow is a hydraulic condition where the flow depth, 

cross-sectional area and mean velocity vary from point to point. The 

tractive force equation derived in Chapter II (Equation (2-20)) gives 

the theoretical boundary shear stress when the slope is defined properly. 

In nonuniform flow the energy slope must be utilized to obtain the true 

boundary shear stress. To verify this experimentally measurements were 

taken in the backwater region created by a sharp crested weir. Using 

standard backwater calculations the shear stress distribution in the 

streamwise direction was determined. The values measured by hot-film 

anemometry techniques were found to agree with the calculated values. 

7.2 Experimental Conditions 

A sharp crested weir made of plexiglas with a height of 2.5 inches 

was mounted in the 1:1 side slope trapezoidal channel. The weir was 

located 5 feet from the downstream end of the flume. Boundary shear 

stress measuring locations were fixed on the centerline of the flume at 

3-foot intervals upstream of the weir. In addition, a single measuring 

location was positioned 0.5 feet upstream of the weir as an initial 

point for the analytical calculations. A definition sketch of the weir 

and measuring locations is shown in Figure 7-1. 

To avoid projecting the backwater surface into the headbox of the 

flume the bed slope was maintained supercritica1. In this manner the 

flow was forced through a hydraulic jump several feet downstream of the 

headbox. Because the Froude number difference upstream and downstream 

of the jump was not large, the jump appeared only as a wavy unstable 
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water surface. The transition region occurred approximately 15 feet 

upstream of the weir. Table 7-1 summarizes the flow conditions. 

Table 7-1. Hydraulic conditions for nonuniform flow experiments. 

Q Critical Critical Slope 
(cm3/s) Bed Slope Depth (cm) Slope Classification 

3228 0.010 2.81 0.002 Steep 

3710 0.010 3.07 0.002 Steep 

4163 0.010 3.30 0.002 Steep 

4559 0.010 3.50 0.002 Steep 

4927 0.010 3.67 0.002 Steep 

5267 0.010 3.83 0.002 Steep 

5578 0.010 3.97 0.002 Steep 

5890 0.010 4.11 0.002 Steep 

6173 0.010 4.23 0.002 Steep 

7.3 Analytical Computations 

The standard step method was used for the backwater calculations. 

This method was chosen because it allows the use of fixed distances 

along the channel at which the depth is computed. Integration of the 

equation of motion (Equation (2-32)) is based on a discrete numerical 

approximation. Water surface profile determination is a trial and error 

procedure that involves matching the total heads calculated by 1) con-

sideration of water surface elevation and velocity head at a given 

station, and 2) consideration of total head at the last station and 

intervening head loss between stations. 

By equating the total energy at the stations on a channel, 

conservation of energy implies 
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(7-1) 

where z is the elevation of the water surface, a is the kinetic energy 

correction factor, V is the average velocit~ of flow, g is the gravi-

tational acceleration, hf is the friction loss and he is the eddy 

loss. The subscripts refer to successive stations along the channel 

where i is downstream of i-I. The friction loss, hf , is 

= ~L (Sf + Sf )/2 
i i-I 

(7-2) 

where Sf is the average of the slopes of the energy grade line at the 

two sections and ~L is the length of channel between the two sections. 

The friction slope in gradually varied flow is 

(7-3) 

For a smooth plexiglas channel the Manning n is 0.008 (24). The value 

of head loss due to eddy formation is considered negligible in prismatic 

channels. Since the total energy head H is 

2 H = z + aV /(2g) (7-4) 

Equation (7-1) can be expressed as 

(7-5) 

The iterative solution involved matching the total energy head from 

Equation (7-4) and the value from Equation (7-5). A Hewlett-Packard 

Model 97 desk top calculator was used to perform the calculations with 

a prewritten program (25). For each location the shear stress was com-

puted using Equation (2-20) with the values of depth and energy slope 

from the backwater calculation. The depth was used instead of hydraulic 

radius because point rather than mean values were desired. 
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7.4 Results 

For all flow conditions tested the measured and calculated values 

of boundary shear stress near the weir showed excellent agreement. 

However, the measured values further upstream of the weir showed consid­

erable deviation from the calculated values. In general, the deviation 

became greater with higher discharge. Graphs of Figure 7-2 illustrate 

the measured and calculated boundary shear stress for each flow condi­

tion at four locations. The gradual increasing trend of the measured 

value over the calculated value is apparent. 

One explanation for the higher measured shear stress could be the 

influence of the hydraulic jump. Near the jump the pressure distribu­

tion is not hydrostatic, as assumed by the theory used in calculating 

backwater profiles. The hydrostatic assumption results from taking the 

derivative of the Bernoulli equation (Equation 2-30)) in the development 

of the governing equations for nonuniform flow. This would also explain 

the greater deviation with increasing discharge since at higher dis­

charge the influence of the hydraulic jump propagated further downstream. 

Typically, the jump occurred in the range of 450 to 600 cm upstream of 

the weir. The surface instability associated with the hydraulic jump 

was still quite apparent at the location 274 cm upstream of the weir. 

This location was the measuring position farthest from the weir and 

consistently showed the greatest deviation from the calculated value. 

Based on these measurements the use of backwater calculations to 

evaluate the longitudinal shear stress is acceptable, providing hydro­

static pressure distribution is maintained. The small trapezoidal 

channel used in this investigation only allowed consideration of rela­

tively short backwater profiles, and the influence of the hydraulic 
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jump was significant. For larger channels or natural rivers it is 

anticipated that hydrostatic pressure would be maintained over a greater 

percentage of the backwater profile length. 



VIII. TURBULENT VELOCITY FLUCTUATION CHARACTERISTICS 

8.1 General 

Knowledge of the characteristics of turbulence is an important 

factor in many design and research projects in the fields of hydraulic, 

sanitary and chemical engineering. Turbulence affects the processes of 

sediment transport, incipient motion and solid particle settlement and 

is important in the design of hydraulically stable channels. Accurate 

prediction of diffusion and dispersion of pollutants in sanitary and 

chemical engineering requires knowledge of the turbulence intensities. 

It is generally accepted that almost all flows that are of interest to 

the engineer are turbulent. Previously, turbulence characteristics 

were obtained postori from empirical regression equation analysis of 

experimental data. Equations derived in this manner are generally 

applicable only under a given set of conditions. Clearly, an analytical 

approach that is not limited in application would be valuable. 

Due to the random nature of turbulence, a probabilistic approach to 

the problem is required. A gaussian distribution is assumed to describe 

the turbulent fluctuating velocities, and from this basic condition a 

three parameter model is derived predicting the root-mean-square (RMS) 

values of turbulence for the vertical and longitudinal directions. 

Coefficients in the model were calibrated using a wide range of 

data from smooth and rough boundary channels. Model prediction of the 

longitudinal and vertical RMS values were compared to limited experi­

mental data and good agreement existed. 
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8.2 Formulation of the RMS Model 

In addition to the assumption of a gaussian distribution to 

represent the turbulent fluctuating velocities, further assumptions on 

the characteristics of flow are necessary to simplify the model: 

1. The flow is steady and uniform in the ordinary sense, i.e., 

over a time period, 

2. The fluctuating velocity in the streamwise direction is the 

result of momentum transfer only in the cross-streamwise (y) 

direction. The influence in the transverse (z) direction is 

neglected, 

3. The mean flow velocity in the y dir~ction is zero across 

the entire flow depth, and 

4. The expected magnitude of the cross-stream fluctuating 

velocity is proportional to that of the streamwise fluctuating 

velocity (26), 

i. e. , E rI v. I] = cE £I u. I ] 
1 1 

(8-1) 

in which E[e] is the expected magnitude of the absolute values of 

cross-stream and streamwise fluctuating flow velocities, respectively, 

and c is a constant. This assumption is essentially that used by 

Prandtl in his well-known mixing length theory. The streamwise and 

cross-streamwise velocities are defined as u. = u. + u. and 
111 

v. = V. + v. in which u. and v. are point mean flow velocities in 
1 1 1 1 1 

the streamwise and cross-streamwise direction. 

From the basic assumption of a normal distribution for the 

fluctuating velocities, the probability density function (PDF) of the 

two random variables, cross-streamwise fluctuating velocity and stream-

wise fluctuating velocity, are (27) 
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f 1 [_ !. (~) 2] I ( _co, a:) (v) = exp 
Vi (v) n:; v! 2 v! 

1. 
1. 

(8-2) 

and 

f 1 [_ !. (~)2] I ( _co, a:) (u) = exp 
Ui(u) I21T u! 2 u! 

1. 
1. 

(8-3) 

in which exp [e] = ere]; fee) is the probability density function; 

u! and v! is the root-mean-squares of the streamwise and cross-stream 
1. 1. 

fluctuating velocities, respectively, and I(e) is the indicator 

function. 

From Equations (8-2) and (8-3) the PDF of lu·1 1. 
and Iv. I 

1. 
can be 

obtained and the expected values of the fluctuating components shown to 

be: 

E rlv.l] = If v! 
1. V1i 1. 

(8-4) 

and 

E [lu.l] = g u! 
1. V; 1. 

(8-5) 

Comparing Equations (8-1), (8-4) and (8-5), the equation 

v! = c u! 
1. 1. 

(8-6) 

can be derived. The constant c is the first parameter of the model 

that will allow prediction of v! knowing u!. McQuivey and Richardson 
1. 1. 

(28) reported that c is approximately 0.5 for a rough boundary and 

0.7 for a smooth boundary, based on experimental data. 

Determination of u! must then be made. By considering the special 
1. 

case of turbulent open channel flow, for which the viscous and dynamic 

forces have reached a statistically stable state, simplifications are 
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possible. The time average Navier-Stokes equation of motion for the 

x-direction gives the covariance of U. and V. as 
1 1 

duo 
2 y. 

E[U.V.] 1 
(1 1 (8-7) = \) --- u* - -) 

1 1 dye h 
1 

in whichh is flow depth, y. is the coordinate of vertical position, 
1 

\) is kinematic viscosity, ui is point mean flow velocity, and u* is 
'\ 

the shear velocity referring to the shear stress at the channel bottom. 

To correlate the point mean velocity u. with the distance above the 
1 

channel bed y. requires a velocity distribution equation. The loga-
1 

rithm velocity profile is frequently used to describe the velocity dis-. 

tribution in turbulent open-channel flows and is adopted in this study. 

The relation is assumed as follows: 

(8-8) 

in which Uo is the average velocity of flow (the ratio of the unit­

width discharge to the total flow depth) and K is the von Karman 

universal constant. The value of K is assumed to be 0.4 for all 

computations in this paper. From Equations (8-7) and (8-8) the covari-

ance of U. and V. can be expressed as 
1 1 

u* 2 Yi 
E [V. U.] = \) - - u* (1 - 11) 

1 1 KYi 

By definition, the correlation coefficient p of U. 
1 

E[U. V.] E[U. V.] E[U. V.] 
1 1 1 1 1 1 P = ----------~----- = -------- = -----~-

u! v! 2 lVar(Ui ] Var[Vi ] 1 1 cui 

and V. 
1 

in which Var[] is the variance of the random variable. 

(8-9) 

is 

(8-10) 
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Rearranging Equation (B-lO) gives 

l[U. V.] 
u! = 1 1 

1 cp 

in which E[U.V.] is defined in Equation (B-7). 
1 1 

(B-ll) 

The value of p as reported by McQuivey and Richardson (2B), 

Laufer (29) and Rechardt (30) indicate that up to some distance above 

the bed y*, p is constant. Beyond y the correlation value decreases 
* 

and drops to zero at the free surface. Therefore, 

and 

y. 
p = r for O· < ~ < Y 

h - * 

y. y. 
K [1 

_
1] f 1 1 0 p = r h or y * < 11 ~ . (B-12) 

in which K = _1_ and 
l-y* 

is the reference depth above the bed. 

MCQuivey and Richardson (2B) reported values of r equal to -0.7 and 

-0.4 for flow over rough and smooth boundaries, respectively. 

B.3 Verification of the Normal Distribution Assumption for Fluctuating 
Velocities 

Verification of the RMS model required measured data of the 

longitudinal and vertical components of velocity. Hot-film anemometry 

techniques are commonly used to obtain turbulence characteristics; 

however, most of the data currently available is of the longitudinal 

component only. 

To measure the two velocity components a Thermo-Systems, Inc. (TSI) 

Model l2B7W two-dimensional split-film probe was used with a TSI Model 

1053B four-channel anemometer. Measurements were taken in the 1:1 side 
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slope trapezoidal channel. Subcritical and supercritical flow conditions 

with width-depth ratios less than 10 were measured. 

Data collection and probability density analysis was done 

interactively with the HP-lOOO computer. For one flow condition the 

PDF was computed at 0.1 to 0.9 relative depths. Typical results (rela-

tive depth 0.4) are summarized graphically in Figures 8-1 and 8-2. 

Table 8-1 shows the first four moments and the goodness of fit test 

results. The longitudinal velocity, longitudinal component and vertical 

component are indicated by CN, CU and CV, respectively. The first digit 

of the experiment number indicates the relative depth location. It is 

apparent that the fluctuating components of velocity follow a normal 

distribution, although the longitudinal component was consistently 

skewed slightly to the left. 

8.4 Calibration of the RMS Model 

A direct search method was used to obtain the best values for the 

parameters. The Cyber 172 computer at Colorado State University was 

used for all computations. In order to determine the best combination, 

an error calculation was necessary. 

As an estimate of the error, the absolute value of the difference 

between the calculated and measured values for each y./h was computed, 
l. 

i. e. , 

D. = lu! - u! I 
l. l.C l.m 

in which u! 
l.C 

is the calculated turbulent intensity (RMS) and 

measured turbulent intensity for the y ith location. 

(8-13) 

u! 
l.m 

is 

For each flume experiment, the average error over the entire flow 

depth h was computed as 









e: = ED./N 
l. 
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(8-14) 

in which N is the total number of the measurement depths, y.. This 
l. 

error value was normalized with respect to the average measured RMS for 

each flume experiment as 

(8-15) 

Data selected for testing resulted from experiments using hot-film 

anemometry techniques at Colorado State University. The data, published 

in a United States Geological Survey open file report (31), consisted 

of 40 sets representing several flumes under many different flow condi-

tions. The data were divided into smooth and rough boundary groups. 

The hydrodynamically smooth boundaries were constructed of Lucite, 

stainless steel or fiberglass. The rough boundary in the 20 cm wide 

flume was c~nstructed entirely of Lucite with a fixed bed of 3/4-inch 

rocks. The 2-foot wide flume used l/2~inch high wooden blocks fixed 

to a floor of 0.25-inch stainless steel. Arivereed was simulated in 

the 4-foot wide flume with 1 l/2-inch roughness and 4-,to 6-inch rocks 

placed at 6-to 8-inch intervals. There were 27 sets of rough boundary 

data and 13 sets of smooth boundary data. The two groups were analyzed 

independently and the total average' error for each group was calculated 

as 

TE. 
l. 

in which NR 

(8-16) 

is the number of records and i = 1, 2, representing 

smooth and rough data groups, respectively. The combination of c, r 
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and y. producing the minimum TE were considered the best or most 

representative values. 

For smooth boundary data, the initial calculations revealing 

y. = 0.8 produced the smallest error for combinations of c and r. 

This value was then maintained in all further calculations and many more 

combinations of c and r were assumed. Over the range of 

0.5 < c < 0.8 and -0.8 < r ~ -0.5, six combinations were found to 

produce a minimum average total error eTE) of 21.5 percent. These 

values are presented in Table 8-2. 

Table 8-2. Combinations of c and r producing minimum total error. 

smom 
TE-2l.5% 

ROUGH 
TE-15.4% 

c 
r 

c 
r 

0.50 
-0.80 

0.55 
-0.70 

0.55 0.60 0.65 0.75 0.80 
-0.75 -0.65 -0.60 -0.55 -0.50 

0.70 
-0.55 

For rough boundary data the optimum value of y. for rough boundary 

conditions was found to be 0.6. Again by maintaining this value and 

considering many more combinations of c and r, only two combinations 

of c and r were found to produce a minimum average total error eTE) 

of 15.4 percent. These values are also presented in Table 8-2. The 

values compare favorably with the conclusion of McQuivey and 

Richardson (28). 

The difference in the y. value for the smooth and rough 

boundaries is logical considering what y. actually represents. A 

higher magnitude of y. indicates the turbulence is correlated for a 

longer distance away from the boundary. Correlation itself refers to 

the interdependence b~twe~n two random variables. If the velocity 

fluctuations were completely random the correlation would be zero. The 
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importance of the near wall region, particularly the viscous sublayer, 

for defining the turbulent structure of the entire flow is revealed in 

the bursting theories that have been developed (32). Considering the 

effects of roughness in disrupting the viscous sublayer (and thus the 

entire flow pattern), it is logical to expect smooth boundary turbulence 

to r~main correlated and less random for a longer distance from the 

wall. 

The greater total error for smooth boundaries is explainable if 

one considers the implications of Assumption 4. This is the same 

assumption made in the mixing length theory. The mixing length concept 

was introduced by Prandtl in order to describe velocities in turbulent 

flows, assuming the fluctuations are confined to a certain limit defined 

by a mixing length i (24). 

Since the mixing length and the concept of proportional fluctuating 

velocities apply to turbulent flow, it is logical to expect the theory 

to be more realistic for highly turbulent flows. The flow over a rough 

boundary is generally more turbulent than flow over a smooth boundary 

and as Assumption 4 is more rigorously maintained for the rough bound­

aries, produces better ~esults. 

The most surprising result is the possibility of converging c and 

r into one constant set of parameters for both smooth and rough bound­

aries with a very negligible effect on total error. By assuming 

c = 0.55 and r = -0.7, the value of the total error for smooth bound­

aries increased only 1.0 percent from 21.5 percent error using optimum 

parameters. For rough boundaries no change was observed using the 

appropriate values of y*. Making this change, the model has essentially 

become a one parameter (y*) description of turbulent intensities, with 
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the single parameter assuming only one of two values, depending on the 

boundary condition. 

8.5 Calculation Procedure 

The calculations involved in analytically determining the turbulent 

intensities by this model are simple and direct. Only three computa-

tions are required to predict the streamwise and cross-streamwise RMS 

values once the boundary condition has been determined. The procedure 

is as follows: 

1. 
u* 2 y. 

Calculate E [U. V.] = v - - u. (1 - h1~ (Equation (8-9)) for 
1 1 KYi 

a given y./h. 
1 

~
.u.V. 

Calculate u! =1 1 (Equation (8-11)) with c = 0.55 and 
1 cp 

2. 

p as defined by Equation (8-12) with y* set according to 

the boundary condition. 

3. Calculate v! = cu! (Equation (8-6)). 
1 1 

8.6 Results 

The model prediction of RMS was compared with two sources of 

experimental data to evaluate its performance. The experimental data of 

McQuivey (31) in smooth and boundary rectangular channels was used to 

evaluate the longitudinal RMS prediction. The split-film data taken by 

the author was used to evaluate both the longitudinal and vertical RMS 

prediction in a smooth boundary trapezoidal channel. The graphs in 

Figure 8-3 show the overall results for McQuivey's data (31) and for 

the split-film data, respectively. Ten percent error bands. are drawn 

to show the accuracy of prediction. It should be stressed that the 

results shown in Figure 8-3(b) are predicted values that directly 

utilize the parameters calibrated from McQuivey's data (31). 
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Figure 8-4 shows the relation of measured and calculated turbulent 

intensity to relative depth. This representative sampling over a range 

of flumes indicates that the model makes best predictions by y./h 
1 

greater than 0.15. Figure 8-5 shows both the calculated and measured 

values for both components of RMS against flow depth. Excellent model 

prediction was obtained over a wide range of flow conditions for smooth 

or rough boundaries. 









9.1 General 

IX. CORRELATION ANALYSIS BETWEEN VELOCITY AND 
BOUNDARY SHEAR STRESS 

Knowledge of the characteristics of velocity in open channel flow 

is essential for a complete understanding of turbulent boundary shear 

stress processes. The influence of turbulent velocity fluctuations on 

the shear flow structure, and thus on the turbulent wall shear stress, 

was qualitatively stated by Blinco (3). Additionally, the effect of 

secondary current circulation has been suggested to be significant in 

determining the spatial distribution of the boundary shear stress (18). 

To examine these possible relationships, simultaneous measurement of 

turbulent velocities and boundary shear stresses were conducted. The 

correlation of the near wall velocity to the boundary shear stress was 

evaluated and the influence of secondary current circulation on the 

boundary shear stress spatial distribution was investigated. 

9.2 Experimental Conditions 

Detailed measurement of the turbulent velocities near the wall 

boundaries was conducted using TSI Model l2l8-20W boundary layer velocity 

probes. The small size of this sensor minimizes the effects of probe 

interference, and the unique design for boundary layer applications 

allows measurements very near the wall. The probe was calibrated in the 

facility described in Section 4.3. 

Two basic experiments were conducted. The first series involved 

simultaneous measurement of velocity and boundary shear stress, and the 

evaluation of correlation coefficients. The capability of real time 

data acquisition and analysis with the Hewlett-Packard minicomputer 

(Appendix C) was a definite asset to these measurements. Additionally, 
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oscilloscope traces of the simultaneous velocity and boundary shear 

stress were photographed to qualitatively examine similarities in fluc-

tuations. The second series involved evaluation of secondary currents 

through detailed velocity profile measurements. Compression or expansion 

of the isovels (lines of constant velocity) were qualitatively related 

to the existing boundary shear stress distribution. 

9.3 Correlation Coefficient Results 

Correlation coefficients between point velocity and boundary shear 

stress were evaluated as a function of relative depth. The correlation 

coefficient is defined as 

covar 
p = 

(var U • var T)1/2 

where p is the correlation coefficient, var t1 is the variance of the 

velocity fluctuations and var T is the variance of the boundary shear 

stress fluctuations. Nine flow conditions were evaluated for relative 

depths ranging from 0.01 to O.S. The hydraulic flow conditions were 

numbers 1 to 9 identified by Table 6-2. Initial experimental work for 

nine flow conditions evaluated the correlation coefficient for relative 

depths 0.1 to O.S. Based on these results, it was determined that 

investigation of the correlation of velocity fluctuation and boundary 

shear stress fluctuation nearer to the wall was necessary. A second set 

of data for three flow conditions considered 'the correlation coefficient 

relationship to relative depths ranging from 0.01 to 0.09. Table 9-1 

summarizes the results. 

Plates 9-1 and 9-2 illustrate typical oscilloscope traces and 

indicate a similarity in the occurrence of a fluctuation of boundary 

shear stress with a fluctuation in velocity. Figures 9-1 and 9-2 show 
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the correlation coefficient relationship to relative depths. Figure 9-1 

is for relative depths of 0.1 to 0.8. Figure 9-2 shows the correlation 

coefficient relationship to relative depths less than 0.1. The maximum 

correlation coefficient observed was 0.6 (y/h equal to 0.01) decreasing 

to approximately zero for ylh of 0.8. The results indicate the correla-

tion between fluctuating velocity and fluctuating boundary shear stress 

decreases with increasing distance from the wall. 

9.4 Secondary Current Results 

Examination of velocity isovels can identify regions of strong 

seconda~y current through compression or expansion of isovels. Measure-

ment of velocity isovels and boundary shear stress distribution, under 

the same hydraulic flow conditions, can be used to qualitatively evaluate 

secondary current effects on the boundary shear stress. Two flow con-

ditions were examined, identified by flow condition numbers 4 and 10 

(Table 6-2). Velocity,pr~files were measured using a TSI Model l2l8-20W 

hot-film velocity probe. 

The measured isovels for one-half of the channel are shown in 
, " 3 3 

Figures 9-3 and 9-4 for discharges of 5663 cm Is and 11327 cm Is, 

respectively. Bo~ndary shear stress values are identified at measuring 

locations around the perimeter. The most apparent relationship of 

isovel compression to maximum boundary shear stress occurs in Figure 9-4. 

Along the channel side the maximum boundary shear stress occurs simul-

taneously with compression of the isovel lines. 







X. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

10.1 Conclusions 

The nonuniform spatial distribution of the mean boundary shear 

stress and the stochastic nature of the instantaneous values creates a 

complex turbulent structure near the wall boundary. Direct mathematical 

formulation predicting this turbulent structure is extremely difficult, 

and only limited experimental data exists. Despite immense interest in 

boundary shear stress processes, no systematic information was previously 

available that described the boundary shear stress in terms of its 

spatial and time distributions. The results of this investigation have 

provided basic information towards the objective of understanding 

turbulent boundary shear stress processes. 

The research effort in this investigation was oriented to exploring 

many different aspects relating to boundary shear stress. The design of 

experimental facilities and proper instrumentation for use in boundary 

shear stress research was a necessary prerequisite. The development of 

an efficient data acquisition scheme provided for consistent and accu­

rate data. The large amount of data that resulted could have been 

analyzed in many different ways; however, only the basic trends for each 

experiment were sought out. The most important results from this 

research are summarized in the following paragraph. 

Cross-streamwise distribution of boundary shear stress was not 

predictable using mean flow parameters; however, the maximum shear stress 

was predictable. In the design of stable channels the maximum shear 

stress is an important variable. Experimental data agreed closely with 

the analytical results of Lane (1) for prediction of maximum average 

shear stress on the sides and bottom of a channel. 
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Instantaneous boundary shear stress measured in the cross-streamwise 

direction indicated a similarity to the theoretical lognormal distribu­

tion. The measured variation of mean boundary shear stress in the 

streamwise direction for nonuniform flow compared well with analytical 

computations. Discrepancies between measured and calculated values 

occurred when the pressure distribution was not hydrostatic. An analyt­

ical model for predicting turbulent velocity fluctuations compared 

excellently to measured data. The PDF of the measured velocity fluctu­

ations near the wall were approximately normally distributed as compared 

to the lognormally distributed shear stress fluctuations. A strong 

correlation exists between the velocity fluctuations in the near wall 

region and the fluctuations of boundary shear stress. The correlation 

decreases steadily with increasing distance from the wall. Compression 

of mean velocity isovels, indicating strong secondary current effects, 

corresponded to increasing boundary shear stress. 

The potential application of the knowledge gained from this research 

covers a broad range of subjects~ An understanding of turbulence is an 

important factor to many design and research projects in the fields of 

hydraulics, sanitary and chemical engineering. Specific topics that may 

benefit from this investigation include: 

1) sediment transport processes~ 

2) stable channel design, 

3) incipient motion, 

4) riprap design, 

5) solid particle settlement, and 

6) diffusion and dispersion of pollutants. 
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A number of research topics can be suggested that concentrate on 

specific areas investigated during this research effort. The potential 

for hot-film anemometry as a measurement technique for complete investi­

gation of turbulent boundary shear stress in rigid channel systems is 

apparent. 

10.2 Specific Recommendations 

The use of hot-film anemometry in this project to investigate 

turbulent boundary shear stress has indicated specific areas where 

knowledge is lacking. Investigation of these topics involving an 

alluvial boundary would require a different measurement technique. The 

recommendations for research on these topics are: 

1. Two-dimensional investigation of turbulent boundary shear 

stress so that the direction of the boundary shear stress 

could be identified, 

2. Measurement of boundary shear stress processes and related 

phenomena in fixed roughness channels,-

3. Measurement of boundary shear stress processes and related 

phenomena in movable bed channels using an alternate technique, 

such as laser doppler anemometry, 

4. Investigation of the two-dimensional turbulent boundary shear 

stress distributions in channel bends, and 

5. Research on the boundary shear stress distribution in the 

nonuniform flow conditions of a hydraulic jump, or for flow 

under a sluice gate. 

Research in these areas should be accompanied by mathematical 

modeling based on physical concepts. Empirical curve fitting provides 
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the solutions to problems only under the specific conditions that the 

data was taken. Model developm~nt using basic physical principles to 

formulate the model equations and experimental data to calibrate the 

model constants is a more practical approach. Models derived in this 

manner are more general and apply to a wider range of conditions. 
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APPENDIX A - CALIBRATION OF BOUNDARY SHEAR STRESS 

PROBES IN TURBULENT PIPE FLOW 

The commonly accepted calibration facility for one-dimensional 

flush surface ·hot-film (FSHF) probes is fully developed pipe flow. Due 

to the circular geometric shape, the shear stress distribution can be 

assumed uniform around the perimeter. Applying the momentum equation to 

a control section yields the thepretical mean boundary shear stress, 

t=1!!8h 
4Ax (A-I) 

where D is the pipe diameter, y is the specific weight of fluid, and 

8h/ Ax is the piezometric gradient. Therefore, after measuring the 

piezometric gradient, or pressure drop in the pipe, with a pressure 

transducer (Appendix B) the shear stress in the pipe can be calculated. 

A significant drawback to this approach is the inability to match the 

probe flush to the pipe wall, due to the pipe curvature. As the pipe 

diameter increases, the significance of thi~ problem diminishes. 

Following this procedure, calibration of FSHF probes were attempted 

in the four-inch return pipe of the flume. There were both advantages 

and disadvantages to using this pipe. The advantages included 

calibration of the FSHF probes in the same environment in which they 

would be used and ease in checking the calibration since the pipe is 

part of the test facility. The disadvantages were more transparent and 

not fully realized until the actual testing began. 

The length of pipe available was 23 feet with a diameter of 4 

inches. Assuming the 40 pipe diameters are required to achieve fully 

developed turbulent flow, the calibration location needed to be 13.3 
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feet downstream. This allowed 9.7 feet to the outlet, which is more than 

adequate to establish the pressure gradient. Assuming 40 diameters to 

be a sufficient length to establish fully developed turbulent flow is 

somewhat arbitrary since the actual len'gth depend's on many factors, 

including the flow condition and the type of entrance the flow follows 

to the pipe. Most estimates of the entrance length assume that the flow 

enters the pipe through a relatively smooth transition from a large 

container. This was not the case in the recirculating pipe because the 

pump for the flume was at the beginning of the 23-foot length. 

Initially,. it was thought that the disturbance from the pump would be 

dampened out quickly and would not significantly affect the calibration 

of the FSHF probes. To check this assumption a moody-type diagram was 

developed using a dimensionless coefficient of resistance and Reynolds 

number. The dimensionless coefficient resistance is defined as 

(A-2) 

where t is the shearing stress at the wall, p is the fluid density 
o 

and U is the mean flow velocity. Figure (A-I) shows the graph along 

with the Blasuis solution for laminar flow in a smooth circular pipe. 

The data points fit the accepted curve for relative roughness, e/d, of 

0.002 quite well above a Reynolds number 4 of 4 x 10 . Below this 

Reynolds number the data scattered quite a bit and were not very 

repeatable. 

satisfactory 

4 This indicated that above a Reynolds number of 4 x 10 a 

flow condition existed for calibration, and below this 

Reynolds number the influence of the pump and the inlet conditions 

inhabited fully developed turbulent flow. Using this Reynolds number to 

define the lowest flow condition several calibrations were performed; 
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however, it was quickly realized that repeatability was not possible due 

to probe positioning problems ill the 4-inch pipe. Also, the shear 

stress occurring in the pipe at a Reynolds number of 4 x 104 was 

considerably greater than the low values occurring in the open channel 

situation, requiring excessive extrapolation of the calibration curve. 

Considering these factors the laminar calibrating facility was designed 

and utilized for boundary shear stress calibration. 
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APPENDIX B - PRESSURE TRANSDUCER CALIBRATION 

Measurement of differential pressure associated with pressure 

losses in a moving fluid can be accurately determined using pressure 

transducers. For the range of pressure of interest in one-dimensional 

boundary shear stress calibrations, Pace model ·DP-7 differential 

pressure transducers with 0.5 and 0.1 psi diagrams were used. These 

units were found to be extremely stable and reliable over long periods 

of time. A Pace model CD-25 signal conditioner and an Hewlett-Packard 

voltmeter comprised the readout device. 

Calibration of the transducer was accomplished with a differential 

micromanometer. The design of the system allowed a quick check of the 

calibration, or adjustment of zero drift of the transducer, with a 

minimum amount of difficulty. The entire calibration procedure took 

only 15 minutes and consisted of applying varying amounts of 

differential head, ~, to the transducer and then recording the voltage 

produced by the deflected diaphragm. A curve fit using the least 

squares technique on a programmable calculator provided a linear 

equation relating ~ to voltage in the form: 

v = A(~) (B-1) 

where V is the voltage produced by the deflected diaphragm, ~ is the 

differential head causing the deflection, and A is the calibration 

constant. 

The micromanometer was built in the Engineering Research Center 

shop. It consisted of two movable platforms for leveling purposes, 

positioned on a framework. The upper platform held two micrometers with 

a range of 0 to 25 millimeters. The lower platform held two Pyrex 
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funnels which formed the upper ends of a V-type manometer. The bottom 

of each funnel was attached to either side of the transducer so that a 

known Ah could be applied to the diaphragm. The enlarged size of the 

funnels minimized the effects of capillary action in the measuring 

region. The change of water surface elevation in the funnels, 

representing Ah' was measured with the micrometers similar to the way a 

depth-point gage would be used. To minimize surface tension effects 

between the water and the point of the micrometer, the point was cleaned 

and lightly coated with a silicon spray before each calibration. This 

procedure allowed precise measurement of the small differential pressure 

heads required in calibration. 

including the transducer and 

A diagram of the calibration stand, 

manifold network for connecting the 

transducer is shown in Figure B-1. Figure B-2 gives a typical 

calibration curve for the 0.5 psi diaphragm. 
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APPENDIX C - REAL TIME DATA ACQUISITION AND ANALYSIS 

Complete statistical analysis of turbulence data requires advanced 

data acquisition techniques. Before the widespread use of high-speed 

digital computers, extensive use of analog devices allowed limited 

statistical analysis in the laboratory. Generally, the analog devices 

were capable of analyzing the voltage time series only. When dealing 

with a non-linear transfer function, such as the voltage-velocity 

relation or voltage-shear stress relation in hot-film anemometry, this 

was a serious limitation. The analog devices were also highly 

specialized and expensive, requiring an elaborate instrument for each 

statistical property considered in the data analysis. A typical 

statistical analysis required four separate iristruments: 1) mean value 

circuitry, 2) mean square circuitry, 3) probability density circuitry, 

and 4) frequency analysis circuitry. 

When the use of large digital computers became feasible, a common 

technique used to record the analog voltage was on an FM recorder. 

Using the analog-to-digital converter that was part of the main computer 

system, the analog tape could be digitized and stored on digital ,tape. 

The digital tape was then read into the computer and the statistical 

analysis done numerically. The advantages to this procedure included 

the capability to transform the digitized voltage to physical units 

before the analysis, and also the fact that no specialized equipment for 

analysis needed to be purchased. The general disadvantages included the 

time lag involved from data acquisition to data analysis and results, 

and that a knowledge of the computer system and computer language was 

necessary. The time lag problem still exists, while computer knowledge 

is now taken for granted in any advanced research efforts. This type of 

data acquisition and analysis is still in widespread use. 
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At the Engineering Research Center, Colorado State University, a 

new system of data acquisition and analysis is in use. It is an 

advanced real time system utilizing the sophisticated technology of 

micro- and mini-computers. Real time analysis incorporates the 

advantage of analog devices that produce results in the laboratory, 

without the time lag disadvantage involved in an analysis using large 

digital computers. Real time systems are also referred to as 

interactive systems because the user "interacts" or communicates 

directly with the computer through teletypes. With this type of system 

a researcher uses the teletype at the laboratory location to direct the 

computer through the entire data acquisition, data analysis process. 

The mini-computer receives the analog voltage signal, digitizes it at 

the requested sampling rate, completes the user-specified analysis and 

outputs the results directly back to the teletype in the laboratory. 

There are neither specialized analog devices involved, nor the time lag 

associated with large digital computer systems. The system is fast, 

efficient and can be programmed to do a wide variety of data analysis. 

The central element of the system at the Engineering Research 

Center is a Hewlett-Packard model 1000 m~ni-computer. The analog-to­

digital device is a IS-channel Preston GMAD-4 and the teletype 

components are Texas Instrument Silent 700 computer terminals. Other 

peripherals include a 130 character Hewlett-Packard line printer and a 

Digi-Data Corporation nine track tape drive. The system has 

simultaneous input capabilities of four Silent 700 terminals and the 

console terminal located at the computer. Therefore, four researchers 

may operate independently at four remote locations using" a total of IS 

data lines to the AID converter, collecting their data, performing the 
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analysis and receiving the results at their own Silent 700. Results may 

be directed to the line printer when the amount of output involved is 

large and data files can be stored for further analysis on the nine 

track tape drive. Data can be transferred to the large Cyber computer 

using the tape drive. This would be advantageous when a large amount of 

data is involved in the data reduction and analysis process, since large 

digital computers can operate at higher speed than mini-computers. 

A real time data acquisition and analysis system is a powerful tool 

for investigations in turbulence. It maximizes the efficiency of 

experimental work, increases the reliability of the data and allows for 

thorough data analysis. These benefits give the researcher ideal 

conditions to pursue complex and intriguing topics. 
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APPENDIX D - NON-LINEAR AVERAGING 

D.I Definition of the Problem 

Transformation of the voltage time series resulting from a 

one-dimensional flush surface hot film (FSHF) sensor into the turbulent 

shear stress time series is affected by non-linear averaging. The 

highly non-linear transfer function relating shear stress to voltage 

causes small voltage fluctuations to generate large shear stress 

fluctuations. The transfer function for boundary shear stress probes is 

t l / 3 = AE2 + B 

where t is the shear stress, E 

representing heat loss from the 

(D-I) 

is the anemometer voltage output 

sensor and A and B are the 

calibration constants. In digital data analysis of boundary shear 

stress the analog voltage signal is completely transformed into a 

discrete shear stress time series by digitizing the voltage signal as 

some sampling rate and then applying the transfer function. In the 

transformation a non-linear averaging effect can occur causing a biasing 

of the entire turbulent shear stress time series. For a simple mean-to­

mean transformation of data, no problem occurs. However, when the mean 

transfer function is used to transform the entire turbulent voltage time 

series to the turbulent shear stress time series, the mean value of 

shear stress calculated from the transformed time series differs from 

the mean value of shear transformed directly from the mean value of 

voltage. This is the non-linear averaging problem. 

D.2 Current Methods to Compensate for Non-Linear Averaging 

Several attempts have been made to eliminate this biasing of the 

turbulent shear stress time series. For turbulent velocity time series, 
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indirect methods such as local linearization methods, can give the 

correct values of 'the root-mean-square of a turbulent velocity signal 

represented by the transfer function 

V1/ 2 = AE2 + B (0-2) 

where V is the velocity, E is the anemometer output voltage repre-

senting heat loss from the sensor, and A and B are calibration 

constants. Local linearization methods are based on the assumption that 

dE _ 
dV -

ftfi 
P 

(0-3) 

where ~ and ~ are the root-mean-square values of voltage E 

d 1 . tV' 1 d h d' . dE t th an ve OC1 y , respect1ve y, an t e er1vat1ve, dV ' represen s e 

slope of the voltage-velocity relation. It is apparent from Equa-

tion (0-3) that only the root-mean-square value of the turbulent signal 

can be corrected. Other statistical properties such as the skewness, 

kurtosis and frequency spectrum cannot be corrected by local 1ineariza-

tion. Also, local linearization is applicable only to a voltage-velocity 

transfer function. The voltage-shear stress transfer function (Equa-

tion 0-1) is too highly nonlinear and the probability distribution is 

too highly skewed for this procedure to work. 

Electronic 1inearizers have also been developed for use with the 

voltage-velocity transfer function which transforms the nonlinear trans-

fer function to a linear form. The linear relationship between 1inear-

ized output and the velocity sensor input removes the nonlinear averaging 

problem. Again, this technique is applicable only to velocity sensors 
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and not to shear stress sensors because of the highly nonlinear, highly 

skewed relationships. 

The first direct attempt to correct the calibration curve to 

eliminate the biasing of the entire turbulent shear time series was made 

by Sandborn and Pyle (33). An iterative procedure was used to correct 

the calibration curve so that the first moment of the fluctuations would 

be zero, as required by turbulence theory. The procedure involved 

determining the probability density (PDF) of the voltage time series 

and then using the mean-to-mean calibration relationship to compute the 

shear stress PDF. From the basic concept of the PDF the moments were 

calculated as 

(0-4) 

-~ 

According to the amount different from 0 this integral was for 

n = 1, the shift in the calibration curve could be calculated. The 

shift in the calibration curve then produced a different shear stress 

PDF and therefore a new calculation on the first moment. The process 

was found to converge normally after two iterations. While the pro-

cedure produced the correct calibration relationship, the iterative 

approach is time consuming and laborious. 

In a different approach, Li (34) developed a computer-calculated 

calibration curve based on minimizing the sum of squares of the differ-

ences between the observed mean shear stresses and the mean shear stress 

calculated from the time series. The minimization was based on the 

least squares method. The primary difficulty with the procedure is that 
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it requires the entire digitized voltage series to be input to the 

computer program, which is elaborate for a calibration procedure. 

0.3 Proposed Approach 

To avoid the iterative procedures based on probability density 

analysis and the complexity of analyzing the entire turbulent voltage 

time se!ies, a different calibration scheme is proposed. It is based 

on a perturbation analysis of the voltage-shear stress transfer function 

(Equation (0-1)). 

The perturbation analysis involves the basic definitions of 

instantaneous voltage and shear stress, 

E = E + e 

L' = L' + L" 

(0-5) 

(0-6) 

where E is the instantaneous voltage, E is the mean voltage, e is 

the voltage fluctuation, L' is the instantaneous shear stress, T is 

the mean shear stress, and L" is the shear stress fluctuation. Apply-

ing Equations (0-5)° and (0-6) to the transfer function gives 

(Equation (0-1)) 

- 3- 6 2 - 4 2- 2 3 
L' + L" = A (E + e) + 3A B(E + e) + 3AB (E + e) + B (0-7) 

Expan~ing Equation (0-7) gives 

+ 3A2B[~ + 4E3e + 6E2e2 
+ 4Ee3 

+ e4] + 3AB2[E2 + 2Ee + e2] + B3 

(0-8) 



163 

Taking the expected value of Equation (0-8) yields 

T + T' = A3[~ + 6Pe + l5~e2 + 20[3e3 + l5[2e4 
+ 6Ee5 

+ e6] 

2;:;4 -3- -i2" -3 4 
+ 3A B[E + 4E e + 6E e + 4Ee + e ] 

2-2 - 2" 3 
+ 3AB [E + 2Ee + e ] + B (0-9) 

According to definitions given by Equations (0-5) and (0-6) the average 

of the fluctuation, e and TT, must be zero. Therefore, Equation (0-9) 

simplifies to 

where ;:;6 ~2" -33 -24 --S 6 Cl = E + l5E e + 20E e + l5E e + 6Ee .+ e 

;:;4 -22 -3 4 C2 = E + 6E e + 4Ee + e 

2 
+ e 

(0-10) 

In order to obtain correct parameters for the calibration that 

yields the correct mean boundary shear stress resulting from the trans-

formed time series, the relation shown in Equation (0-10) has to be 

satisfied for all of the calibration data. A least-square procedure is 

often employed to accomplish this. 

The definition of an objective function, P(A,B), for the 

least-squares solution involving Equation (0-10) is 

n 
P(A,B) = L 

i=l 
(T. 

1. 
C4. )2 

1. 
(0-11) 

in which n is the number of data set for pair measur,~ment of voltage 

and boundary shear stress, and i is the subscript indicating the ith 

data set. The least-square principle requires that the partial deriva-

tives with respect to the parameters are equal to zero. Taking partial 
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derivatives with respect to A and B in Equation (0-11) and setting 

equal to zero yields 

and 

aF _ n 2 2 
aA - I 3A (Cl.) + 6AB(C2.) + 3AB (C3.)2(F.-C4.) - 0 

i=l 1 1 1 1 1 

aF _ n 2 2 
aB - I 3A {C2.) + 6AB(C3.) + 3B 2(T. 

i=l 1 1 1 
C4.) = 0 

1 

(0-12) 

(0-13) 

Solving Equations (0-12) and (0-13) for A and B yields the true 

calibration constants. The values of the higher moments of the fluctua-

tions are not usually known in an experimental calibration process; how­

ever, the value of e2 is often available by using a true root-mean-square 

(RMS) voltmeter. Therefore, it is desirable to estimate the significance 

2" and the sensitivity of the moments of the fluctuations greater than e. 

If the calibration relationship can be shown sensitive only to E and 

e2 , without the higher moments, then the procedure becomes a practical 

technique for estimating the true calibration constants. Only the mean 

voltage, E, and the root-mean-square (RMS) vOltage,~ and the mean 

boundary shear stress would need to be measured to solve the calibration 

equations. 

To determine the significance of the higher order moments of the 

fluctuations, a computer program was written to do a sensitivity anal-

ysis. A boundary shear stress time series was constructed by assuming a 

mean boundary shear stress and superimposing a sine wave. The sine wave 

had an amplitude based on a percentage of the mean value. Using assumed 

values for the calibration constants A and· B, the voltage time series 

was generated from the assumed boundary shear stress time series. The 

mean voitage and higher moments could then be.cal~ulated from the gener-

ated voltage time series. This procedure was ~epeat.ed fo.r a sequence of 

assumed mean boundary shear stresses separated by a known increment. 
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This generation of data provided a known environment to determine the 

sensitivity of the computed calibration constants to the higher order 

moments of the voltage fluctuation. The data was input to a computer 

routine that solved the calibration Equations (0-12) and (0-13) for A 

and B. The first solution included all the terms, and each proceeding 

solution eliminated the highest order term until the final solution was 

based only on the mean voltage, E. 

The results indicate that the calibration constants A and Bare 

nearly constant as higher order terms are eliminated until only the mean 

value is left. In all cases there was a sudden change in A and B as 

the root-mean-square term was eliminated, leaving only the mean value. 

This is illustrated in Figure 0-1 for coefficient A. The error in A 

and B increased as the percent amplification increased, indicating 

that the greater the turbulence or fluctuation, the more severe the 

error in using only the mean voltage values to determine the calibration 

constants. The order of magnitude of the error decreases by one with 

the addition of the RMS to the calibration processes. 

Using this calibration scheme, the shear stress from a mean-to-mean 

transformation was compared to the time series estimated shear stress. 

With the corrected coefficients A and B the error due to nonlinear 

averaging was relatively stable at 3 percent. However, using the uncor­

rected coefficients from the mean-to-mean calibration to transform the 

entire time series resulted in a higher error. Figure 0-2 illustrates 

this and indicates the greatest error occurred at the low shear stress 

values. The improvement in accuracy by using the corrected coefficients 

is apparent. 
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APPENDIX E - SPLIT-FILM HOT-FILM CALIBRATION 

E.l General 

The split-film hot-film (SFHF) sensor is a modification of a 

conventional cylindrical sensor. Two electrically independent films on 

a single quartz fiber provide two-dimensional velocity measurement 

capabilities. The principal of operation of the SFHF sensor is based on 

nonuniform heat transfer distribution around a constant temperature 

cylinder in a cross flow as shown in Figure E-l. It is assumed that the 

heat transfer distribution changes instantaneously with a change in 

velocity field and that heat transfer along the cylinder's axis is 

negligible compared to radial heat transfer. For modest length to diam-

eter ratios the latter assumption is maintained. In addition, it is 

assumed that the turbulence scale has a negligible effect on the heat 

transfer characteristics. This is valid for moderate ratios of turbu-

lent microscale to sensor diameter (2). Under these assumptions, cali-

bration and operation of the SFHF sensor has been shown to be a valuable 

tool for turbulence measurements (2). The small size and unique design 

of SFHF sensors provides improved spatial resolution over other two-

dimensional velocity probes. Measurements very close to a wall boundary 

are possible with digital time series analysis of both vertical and 

longitudinal components of velocity. 

E.2 Development of Calibration Equations 

Two calibration relationships are required for SFHF sensors. 

Considering the velocity field shown in Figure E-l, the effective 

instantaneous cooling velocity vector, q, is given by 

- 2 2 2 1/2 
q = {(U + u) + v + w } (E-l) 
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where U is the temporal mean value of longitudinal velocity and u, 

v and ware the fluctuating velocity components in the longitudinal, 

vertical and traverse directions, respectively. The mean velocity is 

assumed to be a function of the vertical coordinate, y alone. 

The sum of the heat transfer from the coaxially split sensors, E , s 

is related to the magnitude of the effective cooling velocity q, in 

the form 

E n F(e) = (A + B q ) s s s (E-2) 

where 

E 2 2 
= slEl + s2E2 s (E-2) 

and 

R a. c. :L 
:L i 1.2 s. = = 

:L ~.(~. R ) c. 
(E-4) 

:L :L :L 

E. (i = 1,2) is the individual split-film voltage output, a. is the 
:L :L 

coefficient of thermal resistance,~. and Rc. are the electrical 
. :L:L 

resistances at operating and ambient temperature, respectively, and 

F(e) is some function of the azimuthal angle e. The coefficients 

A ,B and n are determined by calibration. For the SFHF sensors s s 

used in this study, E was a function of q alone, independent of 
s 

F(e) as Figure E-2 indicates. The final form of the first calibration 

relation is 

E 2 = 
s 

A B n s + sq (E-S) 

Two relations are possible for the second calibration equation. 

Previous studies have used some form of a difference equation 
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E 2 = (Ad + Bda) F(q) d (E-6) 

where 

E 2 2 s E 2 = slE I d z z (E-7) 

A ratio equation of the form 

E 2 
R = (~ + BRan) F(q) (E-8) 

where 

2 
E 2 

slEI 
= 

5 E 2 R 
(E-9) 

z z 

has also been employed (2). 

After evaluating the difference relation in a number of calibration 

attempts it was concluded that the ratio relation would be more feas-

ible. The primary difficulty with the difference relation was a sensi-

tivity problem in subtracting two very small numbers to get a very 

small number. The Ed2 values were found to be erratic and difficult 

to repeat. Based on the graphs of Figure E-3 it was concluded that the 

ratio, ER2, was primarily a linear function of theta, independent of 

the velocity q. This assumption is not entirely correct, but was con-

sidered realistic in terms of the other errors and problems when using 

hot films in water. The final form of the second calibration relation 

is 

E 2 = 
d 

(E-IO) 
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E.3 Operation of SFHF Sensor 

Using Equations (E-S) and (E-lO) calibration of the SFHF sensor was 

performed in the velocity calibration system previously discussed. The 

procedure consisted of maintaining a constant velocity and recording 

the mean voltage outputs for various rotation angles, S. Velocity was 

then changed and the procedure repeated. An iterative least squares 

fit was performed to determine the coefficients A , B 
s s 

and n and a 

simple least squares fit was used to evaluate ~ and BR. 

The time series of the instantaneous velocity components was 

constructed from the inverse relationships 

(E-ll) 

and 

Set) = 

Once q(t) and Set) are calculated the time series components are 

constructed from 

vet) = q(t) sinS (t) (E-12) 

and 

u(t) = ~q(t)2 _ v(t)2 (E-13) 

With this calibration scheme the statistical characteristics of 

the fluctuating velocity components could be investigated. The advan-

tages of a real-time data acquisition system (Appendix C) made the 

split-film sensor a powerful and efficient means to study turbulent 

velocity fluctuations. 
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APPENDIX F - BOUNDARY SHEAR STRESS DATA 

The variation of boundary shear stress in the cross-streamwise 

direction was investigated in four trapezoidal channel cross sections. 

Side slope ratios of 2:1, 1:1, 0.5:1 and 0:1 (where x:y refers to 

horizontal:vertical) were used in the variable geometry flume previously 

discussed. Fifteen hydraulic flow conditions consisting of five dis-

charges and three slopes were studied for each trapezoidal cross 

section, resulting in a total of 60 experimental conditions. For each 

experiment eight locations of boundary shear stress were measured using 

TSI Model 1237W FSHF sensors. Measurements were taken on one-half of 

the channel bottom at four evenly spaced locations and also on the 

channel side at the 0.2, 0.4, 0.6 and 0.8 relative depths (Yi/h). 

Different hydraulic and geometric flow conditions are identified 

by a four digit experiment number. The first digit identifies the 

measuring location. Locations 1, 3, 5, and 7 were on the channel bot-

tom with location 1 on the centerline. Locations 2, 4, 6, and 8 refer 

to relative depths, y/h, of 0.2, 0.4, 0.6, and 0.8. A definition 

sketch of measuring locations was given in Figure 6-1. The second digit 

identifies the geometric side slope of the trapezoidal channels. The 

values 0, 5, 1 and 2 refer to side slope ratios of 0:1, 0.5:1, 1:1 and 

2:1. The final two digits of the experiment number identify the hydraulic 

flow condition according to Table 6-2. 

Measurements taken of the first four moments of boundary shear stress 

(mean, r.m.s., skewness and kurtosis) are reported in the following pages. 

In addition, the results of the goodness-of-fit testing to the normal and 

2 lognormal distributions by the Chi-square (X ) and Smirnov-Kolmogorov 

(S-K) statistics are provided. 
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