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The primary goal of the internship was to engage with a variety of stakeholders, including

community members, government officials, and organizational representatives, to gather

data and perspectives on post-fire restoration projects. A significant outcome was the

creation of a detailed database documenting these projects, which required

collaboration, meticulous data collection, and an understanding of the broader socio-

political landscape influencing restoration initiatives.

Cataloging and Assessing Post-fire Restoration Projects
in Colorado Watersheds

APPLICATION TO MY EDUCATION

As a PhD candidate in Political Science with a focus on Environmental Policy,

this internship directly aligned with my academic pursuits. My research centers

on watershed sustainability, and this project provided a practical application of

my studies, allowing me to explore the complexities of environmental

governance, stakeholder engagement, and policy implementation in post-

disaster scenarios.

C O L O R A D O  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

INTRODUCTION
The project focused on cataloging and assessing post-fire restoration

projects across Colorado watersheds, specifically selecting fires

greater than 20,000 acres between 2012 and 2023. This selection

criterion allowed for a comprehensive analysis of the most significant

fire events in Colorado, providing insights into the effectiveness and

reach of restoration efforts across diverse landscapes.

WORK SUMMARY
During the internship, I was responsible for

conducting in-depth research to document

fires over 20,000 acres and their

associated restoration projects. I also led

scoping conversations with various

stakeholders (such as JW Associates, CFRI,

and CPRW) to gain a holistic view of the

challenges and successes in post-fire

restoration, ultimately culminating in a

comprehensive database that serves as a

critical resource for ongoing and future

restoration efforts.

A Glimpse of Database

LESSONS LEARNED
The internship was a profound learning

experience, highlighting the importance

of stakeholder collaboration and the

challenges associated with ensuring

equitable resource distribution in post-

fire recovery efforts. I gained valuable

insights into the intersection of

environmental sustainability and social

justice, particularly how lower-resource

communities struggle to access

necessary support for recovery.

NEXT STEPS
Building on the foundation

established during the internship,

the next steps involve a detailed

analysis of the distributional equity

of post-fire watershed restoration

projects. This will include

assessing how resources are

allocated and identifying gaps to

inform more inclusive and

effective environmental policies in

the future.
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Types of
Watershed Major Water Suppliers likely impacted by

fire or post-fire events (Suppliers with >500 Impacts 
Watershed Affected in Fire
Piedra River and Coldwater
Creek 
drainages that are tributary to 
the
4 Colorado Springs Watersheds: 
Fountain Creek, Camp Creek, 
Douglas Creek, and Monument 
Creek

Regions Affected
Northwestern Region of
Pagosa Springs (Ponderosa 
Mountains west of Fort 
Collins

People Served)
Pagosa Area Water & Sanitation District
(11,069)

Observed

 
(FCWTF), the City of Greeley-Bellvue Water Water quality 
Treatment Plant (WTP), and the Tri-Districts impairment, 

Pueblo West Metro District (30,000)
Sediment & 
Debris Flow Pueblo and Colorado Springs St. Charles Mesa Water District (9,690)

Town of Last Chance in 
eastern Colorado
Forest Canyon in Rocky 
Mountain National Park 
near Wolf Creek Pass in 
southern Colorado, San Juan 
Mineral and Hinsdale 
counties
 

Forest in northwestern 
 
Colorado (10,750 acres), New
Mexico & Oklahoma
Interstate 25 south of 
Colorado Springs, in El Paso 
Eastern Colorado (Baca 
County), and Kansas

None (Grassland & Town Fire) No data for Water Suppliers viz-a-viz Fire
(179,901)

 

Big Thompson River 
Rio Grande River and Creeks 
within West Fork burned area
Creeks e.g., Squaw Creek 
drainage & more than 11,000 
No data

Beaver Creek
No data

(4,600) Increased 
sediments, 
Soil Erosion, 
Increased Town of Lake City (587)

No data 

Walden)
No data

 
 

None No data for Water Suppliers viz-a-viz Fire  

Colorado Spring Utilities (464,111)  

Town of Springfield (1,378)  
Debris flows, 
Soil Erosion, 

Hermosa Creek & Animas River,National Forest Service Land 
Big Bend Creek & Junction Creekand less than 2% on private City of Durango (33,787)
Creek, Wagon Creek and West 
Indian Creek in Costilla County, Isabel National Forest and 

County, and the Pike-San 
City of Walsenberg (3,230)
No data
( 16,980)

 
 No data  

 Steamboat Springs
regions northwest of Nucla, 
and BLM Land (Montrose 
National Forest at the 
Colorado/Wyoming state line 

 

No data No data on Water Suppliers viz-a-viz the fire 

No data
MC
Ute Water Conservancy District (88,626)

Mudslides, 
Flash Floods, 
Flooding and 
debris flows

Garfield and Mesa Counties
managed by the White River (No data on no. of people served)
National ForestColorado River

Cache la Poudre, Big Thompson Arapaho and Roosevelt Fort Collins-Loveland Water District (63,532)Debris Flow, 
& Laramie (At least five 
Rainbow Lakes, Aqua Fria, as
well as the Teal and Tiago Lake 

National Forests in western 
Areas in Jackson & Routt
Counties
Carbon and Albany Counties, 
Wyoming and Jackson 

Post-Fire 
Town of Walden (584)- Groundwater
Reliance  

No data
Big Thompson River, North Fork the Arapaho National Forest Winter Park Water & Sanitation District 

No data for Water Suppliers viz-a-viz Fire  
impairment
(Sediments, Colorado River, Three Lakes north of Hot Sulphur Springs(6,635+3,250)= 9,885
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Source 
Watershed Treatment 
Chuckwagostabilization, the Upper 

Water AloTerra 
Restoration of Public 

Department 4 Projects- 21,274,000
Others- Missing Data 

Emergency
South Platte, Watershed n Phase II

EWP
Project

Sediment
trapping,
Repairing 

El Paso
County 

Protection 6 Projects- 2,446,352
Program, and Others- Missing data  

Urban/Rural
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