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to a strength, that will give good results, ueually a tableepoon of 

50'1 Malathion or D.D.T. for each gallon of liquid. Simply dip the 

foliage of ea.ch plant into the dip fo.r about 30 seconda . Rubber gloves 

should be worn for protection. A urdboard disc, that i held ov r 

the rim of the pot, prev nta soil from falling out of the container, 

•• it i• turned upside dOWQ . ~picking of few in ecta, when they 

first get started, i• a good stopgap, if it works. Most often it does 

not serve for very long and atemer measures 11lU&t soon be undertaken. 

Alcohol may alto be used ()n a toothpick, match, swab, or a c rcial 

Q•tip for the removal of aphid or aly bugs (25). 

The following inaects are th most commonly found on houseplants: 

Aahidf: They are soft•bodied sucking insects 

1/16th to 1/Sth inch long (17). They usually 

feed on newest growth and tend r flowerbuds. 

They vary greatly in color . Both winged and 

wingless forms are found. Aphids excrete a 

1Jticky, honeydew that makes foliege appear 

1hiny. Malathion and Pyre thrum spraya or dips 

ar good control. 

Mitgg: Both the Red Spider Mite and the 

Cyclamen Mite are found feeding 011 houseplants. 

They are so tiny that they are difficult to 

notice w1tb the nak d eye. Bed Mite tnfeated 

leaves take on peckled grey-green appear-

ance. Cyclamen mites cause deformed or stunted 

new growth (21). Best control for both is• 

dip of Keltbane or Malathion. Kelthane is the 

more effective chemical . 



-so-

Mealybugf: They are oft-bodied inaeeta that 

appear as though they were dusted with flour 

because of their axy- covering. they suck 

plant juices from stems and leave,. The beJt 

control is with Malathion amd 1/2 teaspoon of 

liquid household detergent per gallon of spray 

or dip . 

Scales: They are saall, stationary ins cts 

that suck pl.tut juices from either leaves or 

st • They vary from 1116th to l/4th inch. 

Colors rang from white to black. Some are 

soft•shelled, others, hard•sh lled. Add a 

half teaspoon of household detergent to 2 tea• 

spoons of S~ Malathion emul ion and dip or 

spr•y for control (21). 

Sowbug : Sowbugs have oval grey to brown seg• 

mented shell-like bodies. When di turbed they 

roll into a ball. They are more active at 

night, aa they feed on decaying organic matter 

and amall roots of houseplant (17) . Control 

can be achieved with D.O.T. or Chlordan dust 

or spray. 

'll!r1p1: They are small, slender inse¢te, 

1/2Sth inch long or smaller. They are winged 

and can move about freely as adults. Sucking 

injury of young and adults causes irregular 

or streaked silvered areas th4t ar epeckled 



with black peeks of e,ror nt. Control can 

be chieved with dips or sprays of D.D.T. or 

Malathion. 

Whit flies: They also are sucking insects, 

that feed l'QOstly on the underside of leaves,. 

The young appear scale-like and are found in 

numbers withau-t moving about, while adults 

are 1116th inch long and winged. lnfested 

le ~es become pale, tum yellow and drop off. 

Honeydew is excreted over surfaces where both 

adult and youug feed. l)ipping or spraying 

with Malathion or Rotenone solution is nee• 

ea _ary at weekly interv ls until control is 

effeeted (21). 

Springtail and Gnats: Soil drenches with 

Malathion or D.D.'J?. are reconaended, and 

Aerosol Push button sprays may al op rform 

well for control. 

Plants may also be sprayed with hand or preesure sprayers but 

this should be a,teided inside the home. A garage i satisfactory or, 

t1eather permitting, outdoors is even safer. Aerosols are sold 

under many coamerciAl labels. They are generally considered reliable 

(9), but must be held at least 18 inc:hea from the subject plant to 

avo1d f~eez:lng damag from the mist of th spray. 

Dise.ases of houseplants . and . their cmtrol 

llouae,lant diseases are difficult to eontrol, but fortunately 

rare. Outbreak of any houeeplant diteaee generally indi,cates that 

en.vtronmenta.l conditions are trr gular. 
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