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temperature

precipitation

Near normal temperature
conditions were observed 
around much of the state 
during October 2022. Some 
warm anomalies can be seen 
over parts of northern and 
eastern Colorado. Some 
areas of eastern CO 
experienced their top 20 
ranked warmest October.

Precipitation during October 
2022 was above average in 
western CO and below average 
in eastern CO. And area around 
Kit Carson and Cheyenne 
Counties saw their record driest 
October. In western CO and the 
San Luis Valley, a few areas 
received enough moisture to 
rank in the top 20 of wettest 
Octobers.
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quadrant charts
Each dot plots the precipitation on the x-axis and the temperature on the y-axis. Dots
are colored based on temperature and size is based on precipitation. The current
year is denoted with a star. Long-term averages are denoted by the dashed lines.

view all quadrant charts

October 2022 was very 
close to normal 
conditions for the state, 
but fell slightly within the 
warm and dry quadrant. 
October 2022 was the
63rd wettest and 45th

warmest October in the
128-year record.

Focusing in on the 
Kansas climate division 
(in eastern CO) for the 
last 12 months, 
conditions have been 
very warm and dry. The 
last 12 month ranks as 
the 6th driest and 4th

warmest in the record.

https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/quadrant.html


COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

records tied and broken

state extremes

High 
Max

Low
Max

High
Min

Low
Min Precip Snow

Daily 4/4 14/87 11/37 4/8 16/68 2/8

Monthly 0/1 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/1 0/0

All-time 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0

Tied/Broken, from NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information

1°F
Long Draw Res
October 28

2.10”
Whiskey Pass

October 25

93°F
Las Animas
October 2

1°F
Porcupine Creek

October 28

9.0"
Powderhorn Resort

October 24

9.0"
La Veta

October 28
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drought

snowpack
Colorado Drought Update Page

Snowpack accumulations 
usually start in October. 
At the end of October 
2022, snowpack 
conditions were a mixed 
bag, with Gunnison, CO 
headwaters, and Yampa 
basins showing above 
average snowpack and 
the rest below average. 
This is pretty typical for 
the start of snowpack 
season.

There was some minor 
improvement to 
drought conditions in 
western CO, and 
eastern CO saw 
conditions deteriorate. 
At the end of October, 
most of eastern CO 
was in moderate 
drought (D1) with 
worse conditions in 
northeast and Baca 
County. Large areas of 
D0 or nothing showed 
up over western CO.

https://climate.colostate.edu/drought
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CCC in the news
q Don't expect Colorado to have a good snow year. Here's 

why
§ Phys.org, October 28, Russ Schumacher

q Lining Canals to Protect Water
§ Western Slope Now, October 27, Becky Bolinger

q The Colorado River Compact is turning 100. These CSU 
resources will help you better understand water in the West
§ CSU Source, October 26, Becky Bolinger

q 2022 has been an active year for Red Flag warnings
§ 9News, October 19, Becky Bolinger

q Aspen area can’t bust out of minor drought classification 
quite yet
§ Aspen Daily Times, October 11, Russ Schumacher

q Summer rains boost soil moisture to 8-year high, but 
Colorado water forecast “tenuous”
§ The Gazette, October 10, Becky Bolinger

q Experts: Warm, dry fall on tap
§ Ouray News, October 6, Peter Goble

q Colorado’s fall is going to be warm and dry, climatologists 
say
§ Colorado Sun, October 3, Peter Goble

https://phys.org/news/2022-10-dont-colorado-good-year.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/lining-canals-to-protect-water/
https://source.colostate.edu/colorado-river-compact/
https://www.9news.com/article/weather/active-year-for-red-flag-warnings/73-98d74d6e-fa5f-4f83-a942-240c7d2a10cb
https://www.aspendailynews.com/news/aspen-area-can-t-bust-out-of-minor-drought-classification-quite-yet/article_9fd02a10-4904-11ed-bfae-d7dab7b1417f.html
https://gazette.com/news/environment/summer-rains-boost-soil-moisture-to-8-year-high-but-colorado-water-forecast-tenuous/article_131f28a2-44f7-11ed-a2b3-7fc83483634b.html
https://www.ouraynews.com/news/experts-warm-dry-fall-tap
https://coloradosun.com/2022/10/03/colorado-fall-condition-2022-warm-dry/

