Barriers and Norms Regarding Kidney Transplantation on the

< £ A

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation Anthro

Julia E. Reedy PoIogy
Department of Anthropology, Colorado State University

Impacts of Research

Abstract hansplantationdliiends

Identify Disseminate
Barriers Information

After developing End-stage renal failure, options for
treatment include kidney transplantation or dialysis.
Although each treatment option has advantages and
disadvantages, Kidney transplantation is generally the
preferred treatment option if patient is a candidate.

American Indian and Alaska Native populations are
plagued by a diabetes epidemic of catastrophic
proportions. Discrimination, extreme poverty,
unemployment, and limited access to healthy foods
have contributed to high rates of type Il diabetes,
most notably among the Oglala Lakota people living
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.

» Kidney transplants account for 56.7% of all organ
transplants (19,060 in 2016).

» American Indian and Alaska Native Individuals have
the lowest rates of kidney transplantation— despite
having the highest prevalence of End-stage renal
failure.

» American Indian and Alaska Native Individuals have Minimize Barriers
the highest de-listing rates (self removal from the |
transplant waiting list).
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Despite having the highest prevalence of end-stage
renal disease caused by type Il diabetes, American
Indian populations have the lowest rates of kidney
transplantation. Previous research has indicated that
kidney transplantation, in lieu of long-term dialysis,
improves overall quality of life and increases life
expectancy. Given the low rates of kidney
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