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MTD Precip

Radar Estimated Precipitation (last 30 days)
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Precipitation by Climate Division

0 . 

. 
: () : . 
I t).. I I ·:. . :---. -:-.,, 
. . . 

• t) : : 
. , .. 11m JILIL~ : _ 

:~~ •• 
l) C) . . .... . .. .. .. .. .................. .. . .. . 
I I I I 



6.68” below normal (lowest since before 1950)

Accumulated Precipitation - GRAND LAKE 1 NW, CO 

Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval; green / black diamonds represent subsequent / missing values 
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1.21” below normal

Accumulated Precipitation - GRAND JUNCTION WALKER FIELD , CO 

Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval ; green / black diamonds represent subsequent / missing values 

10 r 

8 .. 

-"' QI 
.c: 6 u 
C: 

C: 

.g 
~ 
'ii 

4 'i::i + 
QI .. 

0.. 

2 + + 

0"""'"-----------------------'-------------------'---------------------'------..._-----
Jan 1 Feb 1 Mar 1 Aprl May 1 Jun 1 Jul 1 Aug 1 Sep 1 Oct 1 Nov 1 Dec 1 

[ e 20 18 accumulat ion 



6.28” below normal (lowest since 2012)

Accumulated Precipitation - MESA VERDE NP, CO 

Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval ; green / black diamonds represent subsequent / missing values 
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1.54” below normal

Accumulated Precip itation - ALAMOSA SAN LUIS VALLEY REGIONAL AP, CO 

Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval ; green / black diamonds represent subsequent / missing values 
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4.85” below normal (7th lowest on record starting in 1954)

Accumulated Precipitation - PUEBLO MEMORIAL AP, CO 

Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval ; green / black diamonds represent subsequent / missing values 
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3.31” below normal (still more than 2012 and 2002 combined)

Accumulated Precipitation - ROCKY FORD 2 SE, CO 

Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval; green/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing values 
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1.36” ABOVE normal

Accumulated Precipitation - AKRON 4 E, CO 

Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval ; green / black diamonds represent subsequent / missing values 
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1.43” below normal

Accumulated Precipitation - BOULDER, CO 

Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval ; green / black diamonds represent subsequent / missing values 
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Reservoir and Soils Update
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Lake Granby Reservoir Level 01/09/2019 
113 Percent of 2000-2017 Average 

--Current Data 
- - - - Median Year 
- 90th Percentile - Maximum 
I I 70-90th Percentile 

::===~ 30-?0th Percentile 
110-30th Percentil e :;:::===:· 
Minimum - 10th Percentile 

J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D 
Date 



0.8 

0.7 

Q) 
~ 
a., 0.6 
L... 

u 
ca 
4-
0 
rJJ 0.5 
C 
0 

E 0.4 

0.3 

0.2 

Blue Mesa Reservoir Level 01/09/2019 
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McPhee Reservoir Level 01/09/2019 
64 Percent •Of 1987-2017 Average 
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SPoRT-LIS 0-2 m RSM percentile valid 17 Jan 2019 
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6-Month Difference in Column Relative Soil Moisture (%) valid 12z 17 Jon 2019 

- 32-28-24-20-16-12 -8 -4 -2 -0.1 0.1 2 4 8 1 2 1 6 20 24 28 32 



s:: 
a, 

i' 

0 

"' (D 

~ 0 
(.) 

C = C co 
0 c:, 
p 
cu 

:!:= 
C.. V 
(.) 0 
~ 
a.. 

N 
0 

0 
c:, 

-- .... .J 

A M 

A M 

Fort Collins Soil Moisture 
Sensor De th = 24 in. Data since Au ust 2014 

,, 
J ... 

------ --- ------------
2018 Average - Max - Min 

j j s 0 

Date 

Fort Collins Precipitation 

j j s 0 

Date 



U.S. Drought Monitor 

Colorado 
January 15, 2019 

(Released Thursday, Jan. 17, 2019) 

Valid 7 a.m. EST 

Drought Conditions (Percent Area) 

None D0-D4 D1 -D4 D2-D4 

Current 15.91 8409 68 .49 53.00 25.35 10.51 

Last Week 
01-08-2019 

14.89 85.11 69 .48 54.91 25.69 10.51 

3 Month s Ago 16.64 83 .36 67.83 59.23 39 .09 13.64 
10-16-2018 

Start of 
Calend ar Year 17.94 82 06 66.26 54.91 27.11 11 .22 

01·01-2019 

Start of 
Vle1er Year 14.19 85.81 72.30 64.41 48.47 16.21 

011-25-2018 

One Year Ago 0.59 99.41 75.90 23.23 0.00 0.00 
01-16-2 018 

Intensity· 

DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought 

01 Moderate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought 

- D2 Severe Drought 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broar:J-sca/e conr:J,t ions. 
Local conr:Jitions may vary See accompanying text summary 
for forec a-st statements. 

Author: 
Brad Pug h 
CPC/ NOM 

USDA 
~ 

http :1/d rou ghtmo nitor.u nl. edu/ 



U.S. Drought Monitor 

Colorado 
October 2, 2018 

(Released Thursday, Oct. 4, 2018) 

Val id 8 a.m. EDT 

Drought Conditions (Percent Area) 

None D0-D4 D1 -D4 D2-D4 

Current 14.19 85.81 72.30 64.41 48 .47 16.21 

Last Week 
09-25-2018 

14.19 85.81 72.30 64.41 48.47 16.21 

3 Month s Ag o 20 .46 79.54 67.30 52.31 36.46 8.81 
07•03-2018 

Start of 
Calendar Year 6.57 93.43 33.53 7.27 0 00 0 00 

01·02-2018 

Start of 
Vle1er Year 14.19 85.81 72.30 64.41 48.47 16.21 

09-25-2018 

One Year Ago 70.54 29 .46 370 0.00 0.00 0.00 
1!,.03-2017 

lntensity-

□o Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought 

01 Moderate Dro ught - D4 Exceptional Drought 

- D2 Severe Drought 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broar:J-sca/e conr:J,t ions. 
Local conr:Jitions may vary See accompanying text summary 
for forec a-st statements. 

Author.-
David Miskus 
NOM/NW S/N CEP/CPC 

USDA 
~ 

http :1/d rou ghtmo nitor.u nl. edu/ 



U.S. Drought Monitor 

Colorado 
January 16, 2018 

(Released Thursday, Jan. 18, 2018) 

Valid 7 a.m. EST 

Drought Conditions (Percent Area) 

None D0-D4 D1 -D4 D2-D4 

Current 0.59 99 .41 75.90 2323 0.00 0.00 

Last Week 
01-011-2018 

0.59 99.41 75.9 0 22: 02 0 00 0 00 

3 Month s Ago 71.71 28 .29 1.12 0.00 0.00 0.00 
10-17-2017 

Start of 
Calend ar Year 6.57 93.43 33.53 7.27 0 00 0 00 

01·02-2018 

Start of 
Vle1er Year 67.63 32.37 3.72 0.00 0.00 0.00 

09-26-2017 

One Year Ago 
44.17 55.83 35.34 0.75 0.00 0.00 

01-17-2017 

Intensity· 

DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought 

01 Moderate Dro ught - D4 Exceptional Drought 

- D2 Severe Drought 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broar:J-sca/e conr:J,t ions. 
Local conr:Jitions may vary See accompanying text summary 
for forec a.st statements. 

Author: 
Brian Fuchs 
National Drought Mitigation Center 

USDA 
~ 

http :1/d rou ghtmo nitor.u nl. edu/ 



Seasonal Predictions

Nat ona Oce,,an c, ,a 1d 
A mo,sp _e,_ • c Ad ,s -rat on 
U.S. Dep rtment ,of Commer,ce 

The website Jou are fl) mg to ac,cess is not a,•ailable at this tinie due fo a lapse iin app,roprfation. 

NOA.A.gov and specific NOA.I\ w ebsites necessa.11 fo protect li.ves and. properq a:1:,e op,erationa l and 
niU be maintained. dwrin,g this pa:rtia] dosu.r e ofthe U.S. Governm,ent. 

See wea,ther.go, for fo,r,ecasts a:n,d. critical weatber informati.on. 

NOAA Federal Em.ployees: ~ to the NOAA Fudough i.nformation ~ -g~ for in.format.ii.on, form.sand 
oth,e1: r,e:sources related to tihe shutdown. 



Model Pr,edictions of ENSO from Dec 201:8 
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JFM Precipitation During El Nino 
Increased Risk of Wet or Dry Extremes 
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JFM Temperature During El ino 
Increased Risk of Warm or Cold Extremes 
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Jan 18, 2019 

Current Snow Water 
Equivalent (SWE) 
Basin-wide Percent 
of 1981 -2010 Median 
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Peak Snowpack Projection 30-70th

percentile range
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Takeaways

• Western Colorado has been clawing out of 

severe drought since the fall, but the urban 

corridor is slipping back into short term 

drought

• If our snowpack is average, or even 

slightly positive, our surface water supplies 

are unlikely to make a full recovery

• Seasonal predictions indicate a tilt towards 

warmer and wetter than normal conditions, 

which is a historically unusual combination

.. 



Colorado Climate Center

Thanks, and let’s keep in touch!

Peter Goble – peter.goble@colostate.edu

Russ Schumacher – russ.Schumacher@colostate.edu

Becky Bolinger – becky.bolinger@colostate.edu

Zach Schwalbe – zach.Schwalbe@colostate.edu

Viewing this, and previous WATF Briefings: 

http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html
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