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TONIGHT’S PROGRAM

SIGFRID KARG-ELERT (1877-1933) 

Chorale-Improvisation on “In Dulci Jubilo” op. 75, no. 2

P.I. TCHAIKOVSKY (1840-1893) – excerpts from The Nutcracker Suite op, 71a  

trans. Isabelle Demers 

  March

  Dance of the Reed-Pipes 

  Chinese Dance 

  Trepak (Russian Dance) 

RACHEL LAURIN (B. 1961) – Two Short Etudes, op. 68

  Flight of the Hummingbird

  Dialogue of the Mockingbirds 

RAYMOND DAVELUY (1926-2016) – Scherzo and Final, from Fifth Sonata

 

  INTERMISSION

J.S. BACH (1685-1750) – Canonical Variations on “Vom Himmel hoch” BWV 769

MAX REGER (1873-1916) – Weihnachten, op. 145, no. 3 

RALF BÖLTING (B. 1953) – Suite on Famous Christmas Carols 

with Joel Bacon (organ duet)

  Joy to the World

  What Child is This 

  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

  O Come all ye Faithful

  O Little Town of Bethlehem

  The First Nowell 



With playing described as having “bracing virtuosity” (Chicago Classical Review) and being “fear-
less and extraordinary” (Amarillo-Globe News), ISABELLE DEMERS has enraptured critics, 
presenters, and audience members worldwide for her spell-binding performances. A native of 
Québec and a graduate of the Juilliard School, Ms. Demers is Organ Professor and Head of the 
Organ Program at Baylor University in Waco, Texas. Her recital for the joint International Society 
of Organbuilders – American Institute of Organbuilders convention in 2010 so enchanted the au-
dience that she “left the entire congress in an atmosphere of ‘Demers fever’.” Her concert at the 
2010 national convention of the American Guild of Organists, in Washington, D.C., was received 
with great acclaim not only by critics, who deemed it “one of the most outstanding events of the 
convention” (The American Organist), but also by the standing-room-only audience, which called 
her back to the stage five times. 

She has appeared in recital at the cathedrals of Cologne and Regensburg in Germany, St. Paul’s 
Cathedral and the Royal Festival Hall in London, the Royal Opera House of Muscat (Oman), Mel-
bourne Town Hall (Australia), as well as major universities and concert halls in the United States, 
among them Disney Hall (Los Angeles), the Kimmel Center (Philadelphia), the Wanamaker Organ 
(Philadelphia), Yale University, Benaroya Hall (Seattle), Spivey Hall (Georgia), and the Spreckels 
Pavillion (San Diego). Highlights of her 2015-16 season include performances at Overture Hall 
(Madison, WI), Stambaugh Auditorium (Youngstown, OH), a return engagement at the Royal 
Festival Hall, and the dedication of the new organ at Beijing’s South Cathedral. In the summer of 
2016 she appeared in recitals in Canada, Germany, Great Britain, and China. 

Ms. Demers is in continual demand by her colleagues as witnessed by repeat performances 
for regional and national conventions of the American Guild of Organists (Minneapolis, 2008; 
Washington D.C., 2010; Indianapolis, 2015; Houston, 2016), the joint convention of the Institute 
of Organ Builders and International Society of Organbuilders (Montréal, 2010), and the Royal 
Canadian College of Organists (Toronto, 2009; Kingston, Ontario, 2016).

On a recent broadcast of  Pipedreams, presenter Michael Barone featured the Fugue from  
Reger’s Op. 73, describing it as “a masterful score, here masterfully played,” and Ms. Demers as, 
“definitely a talent to watch, to hear”. Fanfare Magazine proclaimed her first CD (Reger) “superbly 
produced” and a “brilliantly played program.” Her recording of the organ works of Rachel Laurin 
was released in June 2011, her recording of Max Reger’s Seven Chorale-Fantasias in November 
2012, and Bach, Bull, and Bombardes, was released in May 2013. 

Isabelle Demers is represented exclusively by Phillip Truckenbrod Concert Artists, LLC.

ABOUT ROBERT CAVARRA

Robert N. Cavarra, former professor emeritus of music, brought international acclaim to CSU by 
bringing the Casavant organ to campus in 1968. A celebration of his life was held in Feb. 2009, 
as the opening of the Organ Recital Hall at the University Center for the Arts.

The School of Music, Theatre and Dance would like to thank the Cavarra Family for the creation 
and ongoing support of the Cavarra Organ Series, as well as their lifelong support of music at 
Colorado State University. 
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DANCE PERFORMANCES

Fall Dance Capstone Concert  December 10, 7:30 p.m. UDT, UCA

Fall Dance Capstone Concert  December 10, 2 p.m. UDT, UCA

THEATRE PERFORMANCES

Freshman Theatre Project / FREE  December 10, 7:30 p.m. ST, UCA

MUSIC PERFORMANCES

Honor Band Festival Concert  December 10, 2 p.m. GCH, UCA

State of Generosity
 Your gift to the School of Music, Theatre and Dance provides crucial scholarship  
support, enables the evolution of our programs and performances, and gives our  
students the opportunity to obtain their education in the one of the region’s most  

distinctive facilities for arts students.

Every gift matters. 
To learn more or make a gift visit uca.colostate.edu/giving or call (970) 491-3558


