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28.6.8 F (+1.2)

Warmest since 2014 at 27.6 F

1Colorado! Average e • pera urel February 
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MTD Temp

D1epartur,e from Normal lemp,erature (F) 
2/ /2018 - 2/28/2018 
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D1epartur,e from Normal Temp,erature (F) 
3/ /2018 - 3/21/2018 
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Drought 

Development Seasonal 

Stretch

D,ai1ly Hi,ghs and Lows tor Denv,er 
100 ------..--------,..-----.----.---.........-.----.------.-----.---......------.,----.------. 

. . 
90 . . - . - - . 
. ' I • ' ' ' ' ' •: ' ' ' ' ' ' ' • : • ' ' ' ' ' ' ' : ' ' ' ' ' ' ' •:• ' ' ' ' ' ' : ' ' ' ' ' ' ' • : • ' ' ' ' ' ' ' : ' ' ' ' ' ' ' : ' ' ' ' ' ' ' •:• ' ' ' ' ' ' '~ ' ' ' ' ' ' ' : ' ' ' ' ' ' 

. . - . . - - . . - - . - - . 

80 : r = : = = - - : 

• .... · :••••• ••1 ••• ·•·•••• 1I :••••• :••·· •••::• ·••••:r•••••• :••••••• ••· •• •• 70 

- -
- 60 UL 

I I I I~ t I • I t I I ~ t I I I t I I O~f :_.• 0 --~ 

- --(1) 

§ 50 ca 
~ 
(1) 
a. 40 
E 
(1) 

r 30 

20 

10 . . . 
I ••••• • ., . • • . •.' •.•••••• 

- -- . . . 
- . - . .. · . . . . . . .. -: .. - . ... : . . . .. . -. ... . .. . -. . . . . .. - : . .. . . . - - - . . - . - . 

. - - - . 

. - - - . . - - - . . - - - . 
, • .I••• o • • :1 •I•• • I•••• I • o • • .•. • • • • • • i ;, • • • • . - - - . . - - - . . - . - . 

. - . . . . . - . 
. - - . -

, l < I I •II I I 1 I I I I If I. If I I If I I It I IO t I I I I I I I I I I IO I IO I I I I I I I - - - - . - - - - . - - - - . - - . - . 
- - - - . - - - - . - - - - . . . . . . . . ·.· . . . . . . · .: .. - . ... :. · . . . . .. •.· ... . .. ·-· . . . . .. - ·.· .. . . . 

. - - - -

. - - - -. - - - -. - - . -

. - - - -. - - - - . 
• ••• • • ••I• • • •• o •• • •I••••••••• I• o • • 1,I •I•• • I•••• I • o • • •.> • • • • • • i ._, • • • • • 

0 '' '''' ·:·'' '''' ·:·'' '' '' ':'' '''' '·:·' ''' ' :'' '.'' '·:·' ''''' ':''.''' ':'' '''' '·:·' '''' '-~' '''' '' : ' ''''' 
. . . - . - - - - . 
. - - . - - - -

. - . - - - -- - - - - -- 1 o ..___..__.._ _ _._ _ __.__..._ _ _._ _ _._ _ _._ _ _._I _ _._ _ __,__ _ __, 

0 N ID J F M A 
Date, 

Ml J J A s 



Very few below 

average temps

Nearer 

to 

Normal
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Mtd ppt

Colorado Month to Date Precipitation 1 - 20 March 2018 
ending 7AM 

Logan 

SedgwlcK 

Phillips 

Cheyenne 

K10wa 

Bent Prowers 

01_2omar18_co 
Precip (inches) 
. 0.00 

- 0.01-0.10 D 0.11-0.25 

0.26 - 0.50 

- 0.51-1 .00 
. 1.01 -2 .00 

2.01 - 2 .91 

Data from PRISM Climate Group 



Last month ppt
Colorado February 2018 Precipitation 

as a Percentage of Normal 

K,t Carson 

Cheyenne 

Kiowa 

Otero 

Las Arn mas 

feb18_pn_co 
Precip as % of normal 

11111 0 

11111 1 - 10 

11111 11 - 20 

21 - 30 

31 - 50 

~ 51-70 

~ 71-90 

91 - 110 

11111 111 - 130 

11111 1 31 - 150 

lllll 1s1 -170 

11111 111 - 200 

11111 201 - 250 

11111 251 - 300 

301+ 

Data from PRISM Climate Group 



1.10” (+0.01”) 
69th driest on Record 1895-2018 

Wettest since 2015 with 1.35”
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Colorado Water Year 2018 Precipitation 
as a Percentage of Normal 

Oct 2017 - Feb 2018 

Logan 

Morgan 

Sedgwick 

Phillips 

Adams VVashington Yuma 

Elbert 
Kit Carson 

Lincoln 

El Paso 

Cheyenne 

Fremont 

Crowley 
Kiowa 

Saguache 

Otero Bent 

Archuleta 
las Animas 

Baca 

awy_feb18_co 
Precip as % of normal 

111111 0 

111111 1 -10 

111111 11 - 20 

21 - 30 

31 - 50 

CJ 51-70 

CJ 71-90 

91 - 110 

.. 111-130 

.. 131 -150 

.. 151-170 

111111 111 - 200 

111111 201 - 250 

111111 251 - 300 

301+ 

Data from PRISM Climate Group 



Climate divisions defined by Dr. Klaus Wolter of 

NOAA's Climate Diagnostic Center in Boulder, CO
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NWS Cooperative Stations for WATF 



Water Y,sar Accumullation for Gliand Lake, CO 
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-5.85”

Long1 Term Accumulation for Grand Lake·. CO 
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Water Y,ear Aooumulation for Grand JuncUon, CO 
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+1.72”
+1.22”

Long T,erm Aocumulation for Grand Junction, CO 
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2nd Driest on Record (1923 – present)

Water V,ear Aocumulation for Mesa Verde, CO 
8,-------------------------------

i - Av,erage 
: - Observed 
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-7.31

ILong Tenm Ac-oumullation for Mesa Verde, CO 
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70 '-. ,-, .-. -. · -. · .... , , -. · -. · -. · -. · -'. · · , · · · · · · · · · · · , · · · · · · · · · · · ,: · · · · · · · · · · · ,: · · · · · · · · · · · -: · · · · · · · · · · · -: · · · · · · · · · · ,:. - - - - . . . . 
- - - - . . . 
: : : : : :.1--~ 
- - - . . 
- - - -- - - -- - - -60 · · · · · · · · · · : · · · · · · · · · · · : · · · · · · · · · · · : · · · · · · · · · · · ·: · · · · · · · · · · · ·: -· · · · · · · · · · ·. · ·,,,----- ---
- - - - . - - - - . 
- - - -. . - -
- - - . 
- - - -- - - - . . . . . . -

• • • • • • •••• ~ •••••••••• • r • • •• • •••••• r •• • •• • •• • •• ,- ••• • •• • •• • • .,. •••• -s=o : ' . I 

. . . 
....... ... ........................ 

. . . . 
I I I I O f ~ • I f I I I f I I I t I , I O t I I I I I I I I I • I I O I I O I I I I I I • I . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . .. . ... . . . ~ . . ... . .. . .. ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ·- · .... .. .. . . ·. • .... . . . . .. ·.· . . ... . .. . . ·.· .. .. . . ... . ·.· 
- - - . . 
- - - . . 
- - - . . 
- - - . . 
- - - . . 
- - - . . 
- - - . . 
- - - . . 

• • • • • • • • ~ • • • • • • • • • • o .- • • I • • • • • • i • ; I • o • • • I • I • • ,• I i • • I • o • • • • .. • • • • • i • • • • • • • • - - . . . 20 ·····•····'··•········' . - . . . - - . . . 
- -
- -- -- -- -- - - . . . 

''.''I.' Ir, I' I I' I'.'' r, 'I'. I' I I.',..,.' I I. I I I I' ,. ,.'''. t I I. I,., '.'''.' I'.,. ,' I I I I.'' •• , · , - - - . . . . - - - . . . . - - - . . . 
- - - . . . - - . . . . 
- - -- - -
- - -

o -==----.1----...!----!.------!...-----!..---!---'---..!-.J 

3/114 '9/114 3/115 9/15 3/116 9/16 3/17 9/1 7 3/1 8 
Date, 



2nd Driest on 

Record

Water Year Aooumulation for Alamosa. CO 
3, .-..... - _-_-_-_-_-_-_-----_ ------.------..-------.---------.--------, 

- Av,erage 
- Observed 
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-2.66

Long T1erm Accumulation for Alamosa. CO 
40 ......... - _-_-_-_-.... ----_ -_ -_ -_-...:;-------------------.---......--------

- Av,erage _ 
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U.S. Drought Monitor 

Colorado 
November 21, 2017 

(Released Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2017) 

Valid 7 a.m. EST 

Drought Conditions (Percent Area) 

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 

Current 71.23 '28 .77 9.82 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Last Week 
11-14-2017 

7126 '28 .7 4 1. 22 000 0 00 0 00 

3 Month s Ago 83 .96 16.04 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
08-22-2017 

Start of 
Calend ar Year 31.88 68 .1 2 37.21 288 0 00 0 00 

01·03-2017 

Start of 
Vle1er Year 67 .63 32.37 3.72 0.00 0.00 0.00 

09-26-2017 

One Year Ago 
160 98 .40 35.21 2 15 0.00 0.00 

11-22-2016 

Intensity· 

DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought 

01 Mode rate Dro ught - D4 Exceptional Drought 

- D2 Severe Dro ught 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broaci-sca/e conciitions. 
Local conciitions may vary See accompanying text summary 
for forecast statements. 

Author.-
Ric hard Tinker 
CPC/ N OAA/N W S/N C EP 

USDA 
~ 

http :1/d rou ghtmo nitor.u nl. edu/ 



U.S. Drought Monitor 

Colorado 
December 19, 2017 

(Released Thursday, Dec. 21, 2017) 

Valid 7 a.m. EST 

Drought Conditjons (Percent Area) 

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 

Current 7.17 92.83 27.13 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Last Week 
12-12-2017 

11 .25 88.75 16 09 0 00 0 00 0 00 

3 Month s Ago 64.79 3521 3.72 0.00 0.00 0.00 
,09-19-2017 

Start of 
Calendar Year 31.88 68.12 37 .21 288 0 00 0 00 

,Orn3-2 017 

Start of 
Vlhter Year 67 .63 32.37 3.72 0.00 0.00 0.00 

,09-26-2 017 

One Year Ago 1.66 98.34 38 .38 288 0.00 0.00 
12-20-2016 

Intensity.-
DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought 

D1 Mode rate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought 

- D2 Se ve re Drought 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions. 
Local conditions may vary: See accompanying text summary 
for forecast statements. 

Author.-
Jessica Blunden 
NCEI/NOM 

USDA 
~ 

http :/Id rou ghtmo nitor.u nl. edu/ 



U.S. Drought Monitor 

Colorado 
January 23, 2018 

(Released Thursday, Jan. 25, 2018) 

valid 7 a.m. EST 

Drought Condi/ions (Percent Area) 

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 

Current 0.59 99.41 75 .90 29.21 0.00 0.00 

Last VIJ:!ek 
01-16-2018 

0.59 99.41 75.90 23.23 0 00 0 00 

3 Months Ago 71 .57 28.43 1.12 0.00 0.00 0.00 
1{}-24-2017 

st,n of 
Calendil" Year 6.57 93.43 33.53 7.27 0 00 0 00 

01-02-2018 

st,n of 
\NrterYeil" 67 .63 32.37 3. 72 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Of,-26-2017 

One Year Ago 44 .27 55.73 35 .3 4 0. 75 0.00 0.00 
01-24-2017 

intensity 

DO .Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought 

D1 Moderate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought 

- D2 Severe Drought 

The Drought Monitor focuses on lxoad-sca/e condtlons. 
I.De al conditions may vary See accompanying text summary 
for forecast statements 

Author. 
Ric hard Heim 
NCEI/NOM 

USDA 
~ 

http :/Id rou ghtmo nitor.u nl. edu/ 



U.S. Drought Monitor 

Colorado 
February 13, 2018 

(Released Thursday, Feb. 15, 2018) 

Valid 7 a.m. EST 

Drought Conditions (Percent Area) 

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 

Cu rrent 8.59 91.41 71.18 33.51 0.00 0.00 

Last Week 
02·06-2 018 

0.59 99 .41 71.90 31.82 0 00 0 00 

3 Month s Ago 71.26 28 .74 1. 22 0.00 0.00 0.00 
11-14-2017 

Start of 
Calend ar Year 6.57 93.43 33.53 7.'Zl 0 00 0 00 

01·02-2018 

Start of 
Vle1er Year 67 .63 32.37 3.72 0.00 0.00 0.00 

09-26-2017 

One Year Ago 
46 .88 53.12 36.92 0.75 0.00 0.00 

02-14-2017 

Intensity· 

DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought 

01 Mode rate Dro ught - D4 Exceptional Drought 

- D2 Severe Dro ught 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broaci-sca/e conciitions. 
Local conciitions may vary See accompanying text summary 
for forecast statements. 

Author: 
Eric Luebehusen 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

USDA 
~ 

http :1/d rou ghtmo nitor.u nl. edu/ 



U.S. Drought Monitor 

Colorado 
March 20, 2018 

(Released Thursday, Mar. 22, 2018) 

Val id 8 a.m. EDT 

Drought Conditions (Percent Area) 

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 

Current 9 65 90 .35 74.31 50.29 19 99 0.00 

Last Week 
03-13-2018 

10.16 89 .84 70 .75 47.44 1344 0 00 

3 Month s Ago 7. 17 92.83 27.13 0.00 0.00 0.00 
12-19-2017 

Start of 
Calendar Year 6.57 93.43 33.53 7.27 0 00 0 00 

01·02-2018 

Start of 
Vle1er Year 67 .63 32.37 3.72 0.00 0.00 0.00 

09-26-2017 

One Year Ago 
48 05 51.95 41.82 5.14 0.20 0.00 

03-21-2017 

Intensity· 

DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought 

01 Moderate Dro ught - D4 Exceptional Drought 

- D2 Severe Drought 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broaci-sca/e conciitions. 
Local conciitions may vary See accompanying text summary 
for forecast statements. 

Author: 
Chris Fenimore 
NC EI/NESDIS/N OAA 

USDA 
~ 

http :1/d rou ghtmo nitor.u nl. edu/ 
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Reservoir and Soils Update
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Column-Integrated Relative Soil Moisture (availoblle water; %) valid OOz 21 Mar 2018 
Precipitation in previous hour ( 1,2,5, 1 0, 1, 5,20,25 mm contours) 
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1-Month Difference in Column Relative Soil Moisture (%) valid 12z 21 Mar 2018 
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Soil Moisture UpdateSPoRT-LIS 0-2 m RSM percentile valid 20 Mar 2018 
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Blue Mesa Reservoir ll evel 03/20/201,8 
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R~--~- .... ,tit nn P.t9Jtiun ~ ~-
Inflow Outflow El'.evatio1r11 Storage 1Clila1r1ge Pull Ellev .. C~pacity 

~cfs) I Cfs) (feet) i(ac-ft) (ac-.ft:) feet) (ac-ft)1 

South P·latte System: 
Anter,o -3 8 8,942.DO 20,1122 -22 8,942 19 881 

Eleven Mile 72 72 8,597.50 99,486 0 8,597 97,779 

Clheesman 95 99 6,822.98 63,565 -8 6,842 79,064 

S~ronlia Sprilngs 184 36 S,994.81 7,1147 -64 6,002 7,863 

Chaffieldl 56 0 S,429.97 24,304 52 5,432 27,076 

Marston 0 0 S,530.DO 14,061 -112 5,538 19,256 

Sod'a Lalce.s - ___ , 
··-- 11,638 0 11,680 

Platte CanyiUl1 0 ---· S,530.03 742 0 5,533 910 

SoiJth1 Complex 0 0 ·--- 2,974 0 3,561 

Hanrilman - -- 5,622.80 761 0 5,623 762 

Moffat Sy.stem: 
Gro-ss 20 12 7,235.83 25,497 115 7,282 411,811 

Ralston 2 1 6,024.60 7,498 -76 6,046 10,776 

Upper Long Lake 0 0 6,075.391 853 0 6,088 11,5191 

Lower Long Lake 0 0 S,892.28 0 5,908 268 
... .. ·rn ~ I n.n.:. • 

Dillon 83 98 9•,0H .81 240,995 -91 9',0117 257,304 

Williams For!< 52 40 7,789.36 66,440 25 7,8111 96,822 

Meadow Creek -37 1 9,9'70.DO 11,900 -75 9',995 5,370 

Total System: 518,044 -256 611 ,702 

Non~svst:am 
Wolford Mountain 16 31 7,48.0.78 54,180 -30 7,4891 65,985 

Green Mol.lnlaln 178 242 7,896.93 67.122 -11291 7950 153.639 

Spinney Mountain 25 ao , .... 40,142 NIA 53,651 



Colorado Climate Center

Thanks, and let’s keep in touch!

Peter Goble –peter.goble@colostate.edu

Russ Schumacher – russ.schumacher@colostate.edu

Becky Bolinger – becky.bolinger@colostate.edu

Zach Schwalbe – zach.schwalbe@colostate.edu

Data and Power Point Presentations available for 

downloading

http://climate.colostate.edu/pubs.html
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