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7 This study was mede in order to survey the placement
facilities for vocatlonally handicapped citizens in North-
eastern Colorado and from these findings to formulate impli-

cations and recommendations for improvements of employment

opportunities for these disabled people.

The problem

In what respect do present employment opportunities
offer sultable placement faclilities for the vocationally
handicapped in Northeastern Colorado?

Problem analysls.==In order to answer the above

questlion the followlng information will be necessary:

1. What types of handicapped individuals have been
referred to the vocational rehabilitation agenecy In
Greeley for consideration?

2+ What remedial measures have been employed to
correct the above conditions?

S« What employment was found for the various
types of handicapped indlviduals?

4., What methods have been used in following the
training program and placement of the clients?

Delimitation.--Thls report deals only with 40 of

the vocationally handlcapped who were residents of North=-
eastern Colorado at the time service was rendered by the
counselor. It does not deal with physically normal people
nor is it particularly concerned with the employment of the
occupationally Impaired in industries ordinarily typified in



the body of litératura as publiclty for the vocationally
handlcapped.

The study 1s delimited to those over 16 years of age
with mental, emotional or physical disabllitles construed by
examining doctors, medical specialists and the counselor to be
vocational handicaps.

In general, physical disabilities have been of
primary concern in determining not only eligibllity but also
rehabllitational feasibllity for prospective clientels.

Prior to July 1, 1946, 57.4 per cent of the 54 re-
ferrals receipted were classified as orthopedic,=--in contrast
to 48.2 per cent of the 345 referred claimants during the per-
iod July 1, 1946 to July 1, 1947. The number of clientele
dlagnosed as visually impalred increased from three to l4, but
the percentage of the total number of referrals decreased from
5.5 to 4.9 per cent. Those reported to the agency with loss
of hearing, however, lncreased from l.9 to 4.5 per cent during
the last period. The cardlac snd tuberculous referrsls also
ineréased in a slight measure during the Tiscal year, 1947.

The total number referred to the asgency during all
the years prior to July 1, 1947, which was 399, constltuted
the statlstical matrix from which the 62 rehabllitated claim-
ants, or rehabllitants as they are often designated, were
selected. Twenty-two of these 62 were precluded from the
final sample because they were placed in areas outside limits
avallable to the study.

The remedlal measures which were employed to correct



or alleviate the circumstances at the time of the survey in-
cluded prosthesis, vocational tralning in instltutions and
places of busliness, counseling and guldance, and the actual
direct placement for only a few of those rehsbilitated.

Five of the rehabllitated cases were provided, in
some measure, a degree of physlcal restoration. Dentures,
eye-glasses, artificlal legs, repsalr and "boot" for the dif-
ference between the sum recelved on a tradein allowance and
the purchase price of a new hearing ald, and a correctlve cor-
set or "brace" were provided for these clientele.

Fourteen of the 40 were glven vocational tralning
of various types. Six matriculated in colleges and universi-
ties, three in business colleges, one in a private treade
school, while the remalning four were trained in business es-
tablishments.

Each of the 40 were counseled during the process of
thelr application for assistance; and the therapeutic aspects
of the counseling process so ably advocated by Dr. Carl
Rogéra (30:18) in his new directive technique of the inter-
view were emphasized. The actual placement process was, inso-
far as consistency with final sultable placement pollcy per-
mitted, the indivlidual responsibllity of clientele., In this
manner the development of vocational independence was fostered.
In the few cases where individual effort falled, asslstance in
actual placement was rendered, but only as a last resort.

The actual type of employment found for these 40
individuals was extremely varied as a whole. Only in the oe=-

cupations designated as "farm-hand" or "ranch-hand" were there



more than three individuals placed. The list of positions
occupled by clientele at closure of the survey was a long onse,
of which the followling are only a few: commerclal artists,
truck driver, house painter, ssamstress in alteration depart-
ment of feminine apparel shop, lawyer, laborer ln sugar beet
factory, hostess in a tea room, automoblle mechanie, school
teacher and watch repalrman.

The methods used in followlng the tralning program
and placement of cllentele were distinctly different in each
of the two services rendered. In the first instance, the meth-
od was of necessity comprised of delegated functions. The
lack of persomnel and plant equipment of the local rehabillita-
tion sgency precluded 1ts direct rendering of this educational
service.

The methods of claimant placement varied according to
the needs of clientele. DBut if a general hypotheslis could bs
formulated in the quest for sultable employment, it would
probably be Indirect placement as the guiding principle in the
development of vocaticnal independence of clientele. Cooper-
ation with other agencies such as the local Colorado State 2m=-
ployment Offices and the treining sgencles themselves faclli~-
tated a number of sultable placements. All in all, pressent
employment opportunities would appear to offer many sultable
placement facilities for the vocationally handleapped, although
the exact adequacy 1s a variable guantity changlng from day to
day and which is consequently an indeterminate one over a

period of time.



Recommendatlions

The proposals herein advanced were suggested only
as general suggestions in order that extenuating clircumstances
may embrace the worthy client for whom no hard and fast rules
cen conceivably provide "for the deviate of deviates."

The incorporation of more provisions to proéide for

the vocational tralning of clientele in public and private

schools and for changes in lay attltudes towsrd the disabled
to those of acceptance rather than those of toleration are
advocated. The professlional recommendations are melnly relaet-
ed to the spplication of the non-directive technique of the
Iinterview and Iincresased emphasis on vocationsl aspects of
training.

Workable suggestions for lmplementing changes in
lay attitudes toward the disebled include an elaborate program
of adult education among parent teacher assoclations since the
most effectlve teaching for the growlng infant and small chilld
of pre=-school age 1s that practiced by their parents. A
supplementary end complementary program of instructlion tobe
concurrently incorporarated in the educational progrsm of the
primary grades would also be most advisablee.

A more specific muggestion of contemporaneous voc=-

ational moment 1s the immediste lmplementation of this idesl

by a carefully formulated program of publiecity through the
following channels within the studied area:
l. Radio brosdcastling from transmitters located in

Greeley, Fort Collins, Boulder, and Sterling.



2« Newspaper publleity In the many county week=-
lies, school papers, and c¢lty dallles.

S« Exhibition of intelligently directed films of
educetional and inspiratioﬂal nature. |

4, Programs of appropriate speeches to interested
public groups.

5. Intenslity of emphasis upon proper placement by
the serving agency of rehabilitation in order that the
employing public and the genersl population mey be con~-
vinced by example of the contrlbutlon that the dlssbled
have to offer for the common welfare.

Application of Kogerisn concept (non-directive

teehnigue of the Interview).-=-While the psychotherapeutic
value of the non-directive technique of the interview 1s rec-
ognlzed, lack of time delimits its application in practice.
Insofar as practicable, however, the application of the KRoger=-
ian concept as defined below is the recommended gosal.

Effectlve counseling conslsts of a def-
initely structured, permissive relationship
which allows the client to gain an understsnd-
Ing of himsell to & degree which ensbles him
to take positive atefs in the light of his
new orientation . hypothesis has & nat=
ural corollary, that all the technigues used
should aim toward developing this free and
permissive relationship, this understanding
of self in the counseling and other relation-
ships, and this tendency toward pocsitive,
self-initliated action (30:18).

Recommendations for
further study

When addltional appropriastions are avellable:



l. To what extent will the tuberculous segment
of the impalred benefit from the state-wlide employment
of & supervisor of tuberculosls by the Hehabilitation
Service?

2. In what menner may a state-wide administrator
of standardized vocational tests function most efficient-
ly should he be engaged by the antecedent agency?

3« Is an expedititous subdivision of existing
sectional State areas of rehablllitational endeavor just-
ified, and 1f so, what proposals may be advanced?

4, What are the advantages of a state-wlde study
of occupations as facilitating agents for sultable place~-
ment of the impaired?

5. What modifications in the application of the
Baruch plan for a community rehabilltation and service
center might prove fessible for the communlties of

which Northeastern Colorsdo 1s composed?
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS
OF A Compownd of capabls, inferested, influsntial leaders

in Vhe community who will set the policy and epersiing
procedures of the Hehabilitation Center.

REHABILITATION CENTER : ADVISORY COMMITTEES

Represantative committoes of the: [a) medical profession: |b)
industry; [e) labor: [d]) socisl agencies; (=] civic organizatians,
Theie commitiess will act a3 specisl adviscty groups fo the Board

CHART NUMBER 2 of Geovernors and will advise on specific problems in  Yheir

respechive finlds,

ADMINISTRATOR
[Medical or Lay)

Plans, direets; and supervises the acilvitles of the
Rehabilitaiion Center,

REHABILITATION CONSULTATION SERVICE l ]

Provides c‘amuluiion \ul‘vi?e to hmpih_ls a‘nd b]:'hyf"_dﬂm- far ”h’:' purpose MEDICAL SERVICES DIVISION VOCATICNAL SERVICES DIVISION

of evaluation and prognasis of the patient's disability and the institution :

of an’ early rohabilitation program in the definitive stage of treatment. -3

in cooperation with the physician and hospital physical medicine de-

pariment, e e e MEDICAL DIRECTOR VOCATIONAL DIRECTOR
# ;Ilatnl. directs, and supervises the medicel acfivities of the Medical Service I. Plans, directs, and supervises the activities of the vocastional and educafional

vislon, service division.
2. .Meintaine lisison with appropriate medical and social agencies. 2. Conduchs vocetional and peychiologic testing research activitier.
3. Operates and suparvises the Rehobilitation Congultation Service, 3. Operates end direcis the vocationsl and aducationsl activities of sheltered work-
poe e s 4. Plans, supervites and directs clinical invettigation and research projechs, shops, curative warkshops, and the home-bound program.
MEDICAL CONSULTATION SERVICE

Te be composed of consulting medical specialists to provide special
medical cansulfation for petients in the rehabilitation center.

PHYSICAL MEDICINE BRANCH
(Chief fo be a physician who is a specialist in the field of
Physical Medicine and Rehsbilitation) PSYCHO-SOCIAL BRANCH

I. Plans, directs, and supervises all projects in the finld of physical medicine. (Chiet to ba'a qualified psychiatrist)

2. Plans and directs special investigations in the field of physical medicine. I Plans, directs, and supervises tha activities of the Psycho-Social Branch.

3. Mainbains . lisison with the peycho-social, voestional, and . educational iz ;‘ﬂil':lat“ and supervises special research projects in the psycho-social
ela.

sarvices branch,

4. Maintains lisison with sppropriate civilisn and medical organization: 3. Maintains linison with appropriate madicsl and civillan agencies.

relative to the professional preblems pertinent to rehabilifation and
physical madicine.

VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE AND TESTING BRANCH

(Chief 1o be o cruliﬁcd spacialist in
vocational quidance)

SPECIAL EDUCATION BRANCH

I El:;;b supeorvises and directs the activities of this (Chief fo be a qualified educator)
0 ¢ ’ ¢ o . Plans, directs, supervises the activities of this branch,
: ’P"’;“ °; ‘T‘P "9“: "’ peychological tfeshag, voca- including special education projects for the physically
tional education, and retraining, and mentally handicapped.
3 SIDnj::;;io‘nF;elc;;Li(i:IT:ch:f;“ l:‘f:f:;d":‘“I’i"r:ll";‘:-"’:: 2. M;in"r.im :luasn l‘:;imn with the Yocational Guidance
: ’: aac , ; asnd Tesiting Branc
OOCUFAHONAL THERAFT SCLTION PHYSICAL THERAPY SECTION CLINIGAL PSYCHOLOGICAL SECTION SOCIAL SERVICE SECTION physical and mental disabilities.
{Chief to be a qua’l.nﬁad (Chief to be & gqualified {Chief to be a qualified {Chief to be a qualified 4. Maintains close liaison with the physical medicine and
occupational therapisi) physical theragist) clinical psychologist) social werker) psysho-social branches.
I, Plans, ?if;'di. and SUP"“i‘“S ::‘"-‘ 0:“‘_‘ I. 'Plans, directs, snd sepsrvites- the pro I, Plans, directs, and supervises the activi- I Plans, suparvises, and directs the pro.
Enlhor::d_d::a;i:t‘s:zgnm or the physi- gram of physical therapy. tins of this section. grem  of this section. r l
a L .
o o _ i 2. Maintai losa laiso ith the Chisd, 2, Maintains close liaison with the Social 2. Maintaing close lialson with appropriate
% giITamf:m‘:E cIas{el lisison with the Chief, O]emu::"?é z“ﬁqn:.n 'y ¢ & Service Section. modical and civilian dBen\:ie;.P : :
an sachions,
| SHELTERED WORKSHOP CURATIVE WORKSHOP HOME-BOUND PROGRAM
A workshop for the seversly physi- A workshop, the purpose of which is This will ide for the individual

?H_YSICAL EDUC*T|ON SE(_;T!ON_ cally and mentalily handiceppodp who Ag _‘°°’d".'_“'.,9_"?"“f and psycho. whla are T::I a:nb:Iraior:r ':n:' r::s:

ifhl‘ﬁl‘odba ; quahﬁed"apeculul_ in ars not capable of employment logical disabilities with vocational carry on industrial projects within

P w“a:d u:;;‘a;:;lc::;::_l:;:g;:mﬂ:u__en through usual Industrial channels. ;Pl::::“:;t:;l?:.t %‘:‘t:‘d‘ refraining the confines of their own homes.

|. Plans, dirécts, and supervises the program

of physical recopditioning, physical re-
fraining, and re-education.

2. Maintains close liaison with the Chief,
OT and PT sections.

BARUCH COMMITTEE ON PHYSICAL MEDICINE
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